Parking Stories: May 16 – 21, 2013


May 21, 2013
IPI Conference & Expo Kicks Off
Record numbers of parking professionals have made the most of their time at the IPI Conference & Expo in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, taking in educational sessions, doing business on the Expo hall floor, and having fun with friends around town. Day one kicked off Sunday with the first round of education–sessions are organized into five distinct tracks–and the opening event at the Fort Lauderdale Museum of Science and Discovery, where attendees mingled among fascinating and fun interactive exhibits. 

May 21, 2013
Car2Go Can't Be All Things to All People
Josh wrote earlier this week about the "share economy"—the idea that access is more important than ownership when it comes to things like cars, tools, or bikes. (The axiom of the share economy is: "You don't want the drill, you want the hole"—or, "You don't want the car, you want the ride.") 

May 21, 2013
SFMTA to Designate Hundreds of Curbside Parking Spots for Car-Sharing
Hundreds of on-street parking spaces across the city will be reserved for car-share vehicles starting in September as the SF Municipal Transportation Agency looks to provide more convenient alternatives to owning a car. Following a nearly two-year pilot designating 12 curbside spaces for the non-profit City CarShare, the SFMTA is planning a major expansion in the next two years. In the first year, up to 150 spaces would be set aside for each car-share organization. An additional 150 would be available to each organization in the second year.

May 20, 2013
Advocates for the Disabled Say Free Parking for Placard Holders Must End 
A panel of disability advocates, the SFMTA, and other entities has recommended that handicap parking placard holders no longer be given free parking at meters. As the SF Examiner and the Chronicle reported, the policy recommendation came out of a committee formed to tackle the growing problem of placard abuse, which deprives legitimately disabled drivers of reserved parking spaces close to their destinations, cheats the SFMTA out of revenue, and lets drivers occupy high-demand parking spots all day with no incentive to limit their stay.

May 20, 2013
Survey of parking pros: Technology is transforming the parking industry 
According to the results of a just-released survey, the United States is undergoing a parking revolution as the industry embraces a variety of new technologies that make it easier for people to find and pay for parking, and for parking authorities to better manage it. Cities leading in parking innovation include San Francisco; Seattle; New York; Los Angeles; Washington, D.C.; Portland, Ore; Miami; Houston; Boston; Denver; Pittsburgh; and Tampa. Dozens of other cities were identified. Clearly, parking technology is becoming mainstream.

May 20, 2013
No Parking and De-Signing Streets
I was traveling down St. Anthony Boulevard with my then 3 year old daughter. She was learning her alphabet and noted the P on a lot of street signs. Every time she saw it, she shared her observations. “P with a slash through it”, “P with a slash through it”, “P with a slash through it”, “P with a slash through it”, … “P with a slash through it”. Well, this is one of the joys of parenthood, teaching reading and the alphabet through road signs. 

May 20, 2013
Merchants sing blues over Seattle waterfront projects 
To get to the Highway 99 Blues Club, you take Alaskan Way along the waterfront, park beneath the viaduct and take the stairs down to the entrance. The place cooks up New Orleans-style food and a “juke joint” atmosphere. The bands — and some customers — write their names on a “wall of fame,” right of the stage. This fall, the $335 million, 2½-year Elliott Bay Seawall project will break up waterfront streets. 

May 20, 2013
Controversial Changes May Be Coming To Zoned Parking In Seattle
The Seattle City Council is considering a change to the city’s parking zone program. Currently, permits are only available to residents who live in certain areas. The changes would allow some employees who work in these areas – and are getting slapped with expensive tickets – to purchase permits as well. But some residents are opposed.  Ross Reynolds talks with Seattle City Councilmember Tom Rasmussen, who's backing the change.

May 19, 2013
Drivers with disabled placards may have to pay at meters in SF
Under a new proposal backed by city leaders, motorists with disabled placards would have to pay for parking and be subject to time limits at meters. Drivers with a blue placard can park for free at any space in The City and they are not subject to any time limits.  But since 2001 there has been a 100 percent increase of the placards in the Bay Area, leading some disabled advocates to question whether the permits are being abused. 

May 19, 2013
Making downtown parking easier
In downtown Houston, there are about 3,200 parking spaces on the street – and a whopping 5,800 signs drivers must decipher to use them without getting towed or ticketed. Aiming to fix this “confusing mishmash of signs,” as Mayor Annise Parker put it, City Council on Wednesday approved a $1.3 million contract with a Houston firm that will spend the next year removing signs and replacing them with a standardized set. The types of parking signs posted downtown will drop from 120 to as few as 16.

May 19, 2013
Pango puts you in a parking spot in NYC
Parking your car in the Big Apple and other large US cities is not only expensive but also time consuming. You can circle the block many times before finding a vacant spot on the street or in a parking garage.  Well, now there’s an app for that, thanks to Israeli company MobyDom, the world’s first pay-by-mobile-phone parking solution. 
MobyDom’s Pango lets users locate, book and pay for parking spots via smartphone. 

May 19, 2013
Where To Park in Bronxville
Bronxville Mayor Mary Marvin is speaking out about the parking situation in the Village. Here is what she has to say about where to park in Bronxville: In a new initiative, some of our merchants stayed open late last Thursday to accommodate Mother’s Day shoppers and it resulted in a busy, vibrant and profitable spring evening in the Village. 

May 18, 2013
Downtown parking plan is needed 
The City of Norfolk’s Downtown Vehicle Parking District has brought to the Norfolk City Council a new proposed parking plan for the downtown area. As a citizen of Norfolk, I thought I would take a moment to comment on how pleased I am with the growth and changes downtown has experienced over the last decade. There have been so many improvements made that it would be difficult to list them in the space provided in this column.

May 18, 2013
City officials ponder parking tickets during street sweeping
Marvin McNabb says he's lucky if the steet in front of his house gets cleaned. Street sweeping crews often have to dodge around parked cars, leaving swaths of his block of Lorne Avenue unswept. "I think it would be worth it to ticket them. Then the people will know. Once they know that they are going to get tickets, they are going to pay more attention," McNabb said.

May 18, 2013
City still plans to implement parking plan for downtown
Almost two years ago the City of Corner Brook approved a plan aimed at improving parking in the downtown. Looking around West Street and Park Street, two areas highlighted in the plan, there is not a lot that has changed. But Mayor Neville Greeley said that doesn’t mean the city doesn’t intend to carry through with its plan. Greeley said this week that just after the plan came forward and was approved the work in relation to the East Valley Road storm sewer started and the continuation of that work is disrupting the implementation of the plan. 

May 18, 2013
Moscow Introduces Paid Parking Downtown to Combat Congestion
Moscow, Europe’s largest city, is introducing paid parking downtown to combat one of the world’s worst congestion levels. From June 1, drivers will have to pay 50 rubles ($1.60) an hour to park their cars inside the limits of the Boulevard Ring in Moscow, according to a statement posted on the website of the mayor’s office. A pilot plan introduced last November succeeded in reducing average parking times in the areas concerned by 60 percent to one hour and 20 minutes, said Deputy Mayor Maxim Liksutov. 

May 18, 2013
Parking Fees at California State Beaches Heat Up
Sunbathers flocking to Southern California beaches are used to feeding the meter or paying a parking attendant. Not so along the less developed north coast where it's customary to ditch cars on the shoulder of Highway 1 to surf, swim or picnic. That sandy line that long defined the state's disparate beach culture may soon fade. In search of new revenue, the state parks system is eyeing parking fees for parts of the Northern California shoreline where none existed or considering hiking rates to visit popular beaches south of Los Angeles during peak periods.

May 17, 2013
Parking Requirements for Office Buildings
This is part three of the five part series documenting parking requirements for various uses across the United States. Much of what was said about the restaurant graph applies here as well. Office building requirements are somewhat less dramatic in both size and variation but not by much. In comparing the three graphs that I have done so far, it is starting to become obvious that there is great inconsistency not only between cities but within each individual city’s code. 

May 17, 2013
Authority recommends paid parking downtown 
The Lynchburg Parking Authority is advancing a plan to expand paid parking downtown and eventually build a new parking deck. In a series of sometimes divided votes Thursday, the authority adopted a six-point plan to take to City Council. The recommendations are built on the findings of a recent study and lay the groundwork for paid on-street parking, which is considered crucial for financing a new deck. 

May 17, 2013
More municipal parking being considered for downtown business district
In a bid to promote Thomaston’s downtown businesses, town officials are considering adding municipal parking. 
“There is a history of a lack of parking in our downtown business district,” said First Selectman Ed Mone. “It’s been an issue for years. Police are ticketing people who park illegally, on sidewalks and elsewhere.” To help downtown businesses by making parking easier for their customers, Mone said Thomaston is looking at opening the Center School parking lot to public parking after 5 p.m., and building and striping more parking spaces at Reeves Field.

May 17, 2013
Disabled parking rule change recommended
Disabled drivers could be forced to feed San Francisco parking meters, a move city officials say is for their own good. A 15-member committee, with nearly half representing the disabled community, told the city's Municipal Transportation Agency that tightening the current parking rules, as well as expanding and metering San Francisco's blue disabled parking zones, would make it easier for people with physical restrictions to find the parking spaces they need.

May 17, 2013
New Hampshire Town Sues Parking Meter Vigilantes
Keene, New Hampshire, is a magical place where no one ever gets a parking ticket.  Thanks to a group called Robin Hood of Keene, some 4,000 Keene drivers have avoided parking tickets entirely for at least four years. That's because the Merry Men are always a step ahead of the meter maid with a few quarters, leaving only a small note: "Your meter expired; however, we saved you from the king's tariffs, Robin Hood and his Merry Men.” 

May 17, 2013
Parking meter scam: Robin Hood rides to rescue the innocent motorist
New Hampshire residents take the “Live Free or Die” slogan on their license plates seriously. Municipal governments use every shady trick to squeeze revenue from the citizenry, but Hampshiremen are fighting back. The bureaucrats are in enough lather to shave their whiskers. Good Samaritans in the city of Keene, styling themselves as “Robin Hood and his Merry Men,” are gallantly topping off parking meters before they expire, ensuring their neighbors will be spared an expensive and unnecessary ticket.

May 16, 2013
IPS Group, Inc. Announces Acquisition of American Parking Systems, LLC 
IPS Group, Inc. announces its acquisition of American Parking Systems, LLC for an undisclosed price. IPS Group is the leader in wireless, credit card enabled single space parking meter technology, vehicle detection systems and integrated data management systems in the on-street parking industry. American Parking Systems, located in Philadelphia, PA, has designed a line of parking pay-stations built from the ground up specifically for the American market and will be launching additional variations this summer. 

May 16, 2013
Future Of Beverly Hills’ 2-Hour Free Parking Lots In Limbo 
The only thing for sure about the future of parking in Beverly Hills is that nothing is for sure. After a pair of budget study session meetings that largely covered the City’s sinking Parking Enterprise Fund, a variety of options were tossed on the table as it pertains to the parking situation within Beverly Hills. Among those discussions are the future of 2-hour free parking, as well as removing ticket window staffers and replacing them with automated machines.

May 16, 2013
City narrowly OKs higher parking fees for renters
Renters in residential areas near the University of Florida campus will pay significantly more for parking permits. On Thursday, the City Commission narrowly approved a plan to increase the cost for an annual on-street residential parking decal from $19.50 to $50 for apartments, rented houses and other non-homestead properties in most of the eight residential parking zones. 

May 16, 2013
New parking meter decision coming soon
Downtown merchants got a briefing from city officials this afternoon on plans for new parking meters and repaving Davis Street. The update came at the annual meeting of Downtown Evanston, held at the new 27 Live music venue on Church Street. Public Works Director Suzette Robinson said the test of narrowing the 500 block of Davis to a single lane to preserve parking while adding a sheltered bike lane will wrap up by the start of next week.

May 16, 2013
Food Vendor Parking Cooking Up Controversy Downtown
Last year, the Metro Public Works started a pilot program that designated zones for mobile food vendor parking. One of those zones has drivers upset their parking spaces are gone. Reedy Reynolds came to the Birch Building on 2nd Avenue North Thursday and had a hard time finding street parking. He had to get out of his car to see a sign posted on all the parking meters close to the courthouse.

May 16, 2013
DIB chair suggests parking meters downtown
Parking meters may be the only way to solve downtown parking problems, Downtown Improvement Board Chairman Walter Martin believes. At a recent board meeting, he complained that too many employees of downtown businesses park in Central Avenue spaces that should be left for customers. "We have a problem, but people who work downtown don't care," Martin said.

May 16, 2013
Bill would prohibit ticketing cars at broken parking meters
Legislation introduced by Assemblyman Mike Gatto (D-Silver Lake) that would prevent cities from ticketing motorists who park at broken meters sailed through the state Assembly on Thursday. Assembly Bill 61 passed on a 71-0 vote and now heads to the state Senate, where it will be assigned to a policy committee, Gatto’s office said Thursday. In a statement, Gatto said the legislation was meant to ensure that the maximum number of parking spots remain available for drivers.

May 16, 2013
Yankee Parking Bondholders Seek to Stave Off Bankruptcy Filing
Holders of almost $240 million of municipal debt issued to finance parking garages at the new Yankee Stadium and the operator of the facility agreed to prevent an immediate bankruptcy filing. Owners of a majority of the debt said they wouldn’t sue Bronx Parking Development Corp. to enforce their claims on revenue or seek an acceleration of payments, according to a securities filing today. 




