Parking Stories From Other Jurisdictions: March 2 - 9, 2012 


March 9, 2012
City makes parking shift: Downtown meter rate hikes expected to boost revenue by $600,000
The price to park in downtown Spokane is going up and down – but mostly up. City street employees are working to adjust meters to reflect price changes the Spokane City Council unanimously approved in December. The council approved price changes to reflect recommendations of a parking study paid for jointly by the city and the Downtown Spokane Partnership.

March 9, 2012
Tempe Parking Meters Can be Paid by Phone
Parking meters in downtown Tempe can now be paid via cell phones. Drivers will also be sent a text when their meters are about to expire. There’s an app for that. There’s also a number on the meter that can be called to pay for those who don't have a smartphone. Drivers can also add money to meters by phone or computer -- without being near the meters.

March 9, 2012
Parking revenue study predicts $383K surplus
Projections of parking revenues in the Port City, released Thursday, show the city could expect a nearly $400,000 surplus by the end of the fiscal year. According to estimates revealed during the Parking and Traffic Safety Committee meeting, the city is on track to exceed its budgeted parking revenue by $383,123.28.

March 9, 2012
New Nyack Parking Times Would Net More Money 
The plan to revamp downtown Nyack's paid parking times would net the village an estimated extra $178,000 each year, according to John Malesardi, Nyack's treasurer. The revamp would require visitors and residents who park downtown to shell out quarters for late-night and early morning spaces; meters would be in effect from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. Currently, meters are in effect from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. The price—75-cents an hour—would not change.

March 9, 2012
Sacramento explores parking-revenue options for arena
Sacramento's plan to build a new sports arena amounts to a giant wager that people will keep coming downtown to work, shop, live – and, above all – park their cars. The city expects to get the private sector to pay $230 million upfront for the right to future revenue from downtown parking garages. The $230 million would represent most of the city's $255 million contribution to the new arena for the Sacramento Kings.

March 9, 2012
Central Parking Releases Mobile App for Android Phones; Searching for Parking Just Got Easier
Searching for parking in the city can be frustrating and difficult, especially when you are in a hurry. Central Parking System, Inc. ("Central") has released a new Android app, which helps drivers search for Central Parking locations while on-the-go. Similar to the popular iPhone parking app, which Central released last November, the Android version is FREE and can be downloaded through the Android Market or from Central Parking's website at www.centralparking.com. 

March 8, 2012
Paying your parking meter... with your phone?
Drivers can now pay by phone to park in Charlotte.  The city rolled out the new service Thursday, and some drivers were quick to ditch the pocket change and pull out their phones. Alejandro Torio said he pays for about six hours of parking a day in uptown Charlotte while he works on opening a new restaurant, 5 Church.  He's normally scrambling to find change. "It's not so convenient," said Torio. "Every two hours you have to come out and feed the meter." Today he learned there could be a better way.

March 8, 2012
D.C. designating more parking for disabled
An additional 1,100 parking meters designated for use by handicapped drivers will be installed shortly in the District in areas where there is a high demand for parking spaces for the disabled. Installation of the meters, which are identifiable by their red tops, will bring to 1,500 the number of disabled-only metered spaces available by April 17, the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) said Thursday. 

March 8, 2012
Parking change likely in Nyack: Evening hours would be free, but overnight begins paying
Evening visitors soon may get a great deal on parking in the village but night owls should prepare to dig into their wallets. Nyack trustees Thursday night discussed a pilot plan that would make parking free from 6 to 11 p.m. The change would have the dual goal of attracting more visitors during dinner hours while also raising more money for the village, paying for things like cleaning up downtown after the bar crowd. The Board of Trustees still has to approve the resolution, which is being drafted. But all signs point to approval, and that means starting around May 1, people will pay for parking in Nyack only from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m., likely from Monday morning to early Sunday.

March 8, 2012
Early verdict on Marlins stadium parking: It ‘really stinks’
Congratulations, Marlins fans, you have a beautiful ballpark. Good luck getting there — and finding a place to park your car. For fans driving to the ballpark Wednesday night, a wreck on the Dolphin Expressway was only half the headache. For the first time since the complex was unveiled last weekend, fans came to grips with the reality of a 37,000-seat venue with fewer than 6,000 on-site parking spots. 

March 8, 2012
Indianapolis parking revenues fall short of projections: City projected a $2.1M share for 1st year of lease but took in $1.1M
The first year of Indianapolis' 50-year parking meter lease brought doubled rates in some areas as a tradeoff for a wholesale upgrade of equipment and the convenience of paying by credit card or smartphone. Was it worth it?
New financial data provided by the city shows its share of revenue from the vendor in 2011 -- nearly $1.4 million, or 30 percent -- fell well short of the city's own projection of $2.1 million.

March 8, 2012
Kings arena deal still has parking questions
It must be almost ribbon-cutting time on the new downtown arena. Following the Kings-Utah Jazz game last week, just after a tentative arena-financing proposal was announced, Bites spied Sacramento City Manager John Shirey in the Power Balance Pavilion concourse, warmly receiving congratulations on the deal from fans. The Malooves took the court while the PA system blasted “My Hero,” by the Foo Fighters, and they later were joined by Mayor Kevin Johnson who proclaimed, “We did it!”
The question now is, did what?

March 8, 2012
Dorking parking enforcers to become 'eyes and ears of police'
PARKING enforcers in Dorking are using a radio network to act as the "eyes and ears" of police. The Shopwatch radio system allows traders, landlords and police officers to communicate about shoplifting, drunken behaviour and disorder in the town. And now the system has been extended to Mole Valley District Council's parking officers, who can raise the alarm if they spot anything suspicious. Police Sergeant Andy Rundle told the Advertiser: "We have been considering how best to make use of the Shopwatch radio scheme, as we think it is a really powerful tool for combating crime and disorder.

March 8, 2012
City to 'tweak' snow parking law: Second ban sees more than 1,300 tickets issued
Twenty-one hours, 1,358 tickets and a lot of plowing later, Calgary lifted its second snow route parking ban Wednesday morning and then began looking at how to iron out wrinkles in the system. Steve Maguire of Rocky Ridge Drive has a ready suggestion: plow every street be-fore lifting the parking ban. "You can't have it both ways," he said Wednesday. "If you're going to make everyone move their cars, you have to follow through."

March 7, 2012
Parking meters speeding toward Mission Bay area
Despite protests from residents in neighboring communities, The City is moving forward with plans to install parking meters in Mission Bay. In January, the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, which regulates traffic in The City, pulled back on a proposal to install 5,000 meters, mostly in eastern neighborhoods near Mission Bay, after hearing hundreds of residents speak out against the plan.

March 7, 2012
SFMTA Leaning Toward Extended Meter Hours, Away From Fare Hikes 
A picture is forming of how the SFMTA might address its budget shortfalls over the next two years. The SFMTA Board of Directors and an advisory panel of community leaders seem to oppose any further fare hikes or service cuts for Muni riders while mostly favoring extending parking meter hours to nights and Sundays — a politically challenging yet long-overdue measure. Yesterday, board members voiced their positions on a list of proposed budget measures after Director of Transportation Ed Reiskin reported which ones were generally supported by the advisory panel. 

March 7, 2012
Brainerd finds way to collect outstanding parking fines
If you haven’t paid your parking tickets while parked in the city of Brainerd — you will. The city is utilizing the Revenue Recapture Act, legislation the Minnesota Department of Revenue (MDR) enacted in 1980. The legislation allows the state to recapture taxpayer funds and apply them to debts taxpayers owe to other state agencies, the University of Minnesota and to certain governmental units.

March 7, 2012
Spokane Parking Meter Rate Changes
The City of Spokane has begun making changes to more than 2,300 parking meters in the City core to reflect new rates approved in December by the City Council.  The new rates are designed to standardize rates for short-term and long-term parking and were supported by a recommendation that is based directly on market demand in the 2011 Downtown Parking Study, commissioned by the Downtown Spokane Partnership (DSP) jointly with the City of Spokane. Rates at 30-minute spaces will be reduced, while those at two-hour, three-hour and 10-hour spaces will increase. Ninety-minute spaces remain the same.

March 7, 2012
Union Station work eliminates 390 downtown Denver parking spots 
Redevelopment of Denver Union Station is a long-term gain for the city but a short-term pain for parking motorists and local merchants. Construction work on the $161 million transit and hotel project has resulted in the disappearance of 390 surface parking spaces that formerly surrounded the historic train depot.

March 7, 2012
St. John's plans blue-zone parking crackdown 
The City of St. John's may soon dramatically hike the fines slapped against drivers found illegally parking in blue spots reserved for disabled people. Coun. Danny Breen says he supports a proposal that would see the fine skyrocket from $75 to $400. "Unless there's a compelling reason not to, I think it's appropriate," said Breen, who chairs the city's finance committee.


March 7, 2012
ParkMe rebrands, overhauls new parking app: Formerly Parking in Motion, ParkMe adds new functionality to improve parking assistance
We've all been there. Anyone who's lived in a big city knows exactly what it's like to drive around looking for parking. There are times when you spend more time looking for parking than you did driving to where you needed to go! It can be torture. Now there's a new and improved app for those poor souls trapped in their cars for hours.
Parking in Motion, which was founded in 2009 and backed by IDG Ventures and Fontinalis Partners, announced Wednesday that it's rebranded itself ParkMe, and has added a slew of functionality to help drivers find the cheapest and closes parking spots. 

March 7, 2012
Officers hand out 1,290 tickets during 24-hour parking ban in Calgary
Calgary Parking Authority handed out 1,290 fines Tuesday for vehicles parked in snow routes, the agency announced. For the second time this winter, Calgary has ordered all parked cars to vacate priority plowing routes.
The parking ban, effective at 9 a.m. Tuesday and up to three days long, was announced only 2 1/2 hours earlier. It affects major or collector roads in every Calgary community — essentially every road a city bus uses, and then some.

March 7, 2012
Free parking is a shot in the arm for struggling traders
Shoppers and traders in Fowey have congratulated the Cornish Guardian for its major campaign to encourage shopping locally. This newspaper launched the Go To Town! campaign six weeks ago in a bid to revitalise town centres and highlight independent traders. Last Wednesday saw the scheme really come into its own when shoppers were able to enjoy a whole day of free parking in the town.

March 7, 2012
Getting 'smart' about parking: Salem takes new downtown meters out for a test drive
Jim Peterson, a downtown lawyer, walked up to one of the new "smart" parking meters in front of the Red Lion Smoke Shop on Washington Street like a veteran legal advocate approaching the bench — with rapt attention and just a hint of caution. The solar-powered, wireless parking meter, which was installed last week, allowed Peterson to pay with quarters but gave him another option: using a credit card. Like many who have come upon the new meters, he pondered the choice.

March 7, 2012
City says Scranton Parking Authority must pay taxes on commercial spaces
The Scranton Parking Authority has raised the question of whether it must pay real-estate taxes on retail space it owns and rents out at its parking garages. City council solicitor Boyd Hughes said he has the answer: yes. The issue arose at a Feb. 15 authority meeting, after board member Frank Tunis, an attorney, highlighted Section 5620 of the state Municipality Authorities Act that pertains to taxes. That section says authorities shall be for the benefit of state residents, to increase commerce and prosperity and for the improvement of health and living conditions.

March 6, 2012
Public Input Wanted In Parking Study
St. Patrick Hospital and Health Sciences Center, the Missoula Parking Commission and the Missoula Redevelopment Agency are collaborating on a parking study in the commercial and residential neighborhoods near the downtown medical campus. The study is being led by national parking experts from Kimley-Horn Associates, Inc. in collaboration with the local planning and engineering firm, WGM Group.

March 6, 2012
Live Blog from Kenmore: Towing Parking Scofflaws Hearing - 8 p.m.
Motorists will get their chance to voice their opinions tonight on a controversial proposed law in the Village of Kenmore that would allow the Kenmore Police to tow vehicles from village streets for three unpaid parking tickets.
The hearing will take place at 8 p.m. at Kenmore Village Hall, 2919 Delaware Avenue.

March 6, 2012
Video: State of Parking in South Baltimore
Here is a portion of my sit down with Councilman William Cole where we discussed the state of parking in South Baltimore. The conversation included a discussion on what can be done to help alleviate the parking issues and how mass transit can improve.

March 6, 2012
Kenmore passes law targeting parking scofflaws: When ratified, will allow police to tow vehicles that have at least 3 unpaid tickets
"Dude, Where's My Car?" is about to become more than just a 12-year-old film for three-time parking scofflaws in the Village of Kenmore. That's because Village Board members unanimously enacted a new law Tuesday permitting Kenmore police to tow away vehicles parked on village streets that have at least three unpaid tickets. The law goes into effect immediately upon ratification by the Secretary of State. Modeled after a similar ordinance in a Long Island community, the new law is designed to help the village recoup more than $500,000 in lost revenue from motorists who fail to pay parking fines, village officials said.

March 6, 2012
WeHo’s Boystown Launching Parking Credits Pricing Program
The Boystown neighborhood of West Hollywood will join a rapidly expanding roster of neighborhoods offering parking credits for new and expanding businesses, reports the WeHo Patch. The city council yesterday voted unanimously to pass the pilot project that will launch in the neighborhood surrounding the Pacific Design Center and the library--the parking at those facilities offer the parking supply necessary for the program to work. If the program is successful it can expand to other neighborhoods in the city and to existing businesses. WeHo's parking credit program will commence with an inventory of parking spaces--the first such count by WeHo. The city will count "parking decks, street parking and private lots available for public use" every six months. With that inventory in hand, "the city will then sell yearly parking credits to businesses that need to meet off-site parking requirements." Once purchased, utilitzed parking credits will be subtracted from the total pool of credits. A credit for one space will cost $375 per year.

March 6, 2012
Million parking permits for Games
A million parking permits are set to be issued to help control traffic for the London 2012 Games. Up to 400,000 properties, businesses and homes will be hit by restrictions, some of which will already be in place or include extended hours. London 2012 has 34 competition venues. The free permits are part of the transport management plans being drawn up by London 2012, Transport for London (TfL) and the boroughs to cope with the demand during the Games and help connect local routes with the Olympic Route Network (ORN). 

March 6, 2012
London 2012 Sets out Venue Parking and Traffic Plans to Protect Local Residents and Businesses
The London Organizing Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games (LOCOG) has today published proposals for traffic management and parking plans around all Olympic and Paralympic venues in London. The plans are designed to ensure local residents and business access and parking is protected, while access to venues is as efficient as possible. 

March 6, 2012
Liberia: Broh Extends Parking Dragnet to Residential, Other Areas
The legislature's conditional nod to Monrovia's Acting Mayor Mary Broh in her city parking fees collection has emboldened her in extending the collection to residential and other areas. Following a standoff, the legislature halted the scheme, contending that she had no authority to levy taxes. But President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf intervened, and ordered the Acting Mayor to continue. But a compromise reached has now taken the parking fees beyond the city's commercial center into residential areas, with private homes compelled to pay the imposed fees.
A group of uniformed youths stormed the offices of this paper Monday without identification and demanded payment for cars packed there.

March 6, 2012
Parking spot is a human right, Ottawa mother claims
An Ottawa woman is claiming city officials have violated her human rights by not letting her park in front of her house. Pamela Howson said she has three young children and her vehicle is too wide to easily negotiate the narrow laneway that leads to her backyard parking spot. In a novel case before the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario in Ottawa Monday, Ms. Howson argued that the city discriminated against her on the grounds of family status by not letting her build a parking pad in front of her house.

March 5, 2012
Parking meter system to get $1M overhaul
Saskatoon’s 2,800 parking meters are due for an upgrade and reloadable city card and pay-by-phone options could be reintroduced by August in a $1-million overhaul to the system. City council’s executive committee voted Monday to accept a $960,000 bid by Wisconsin-based Duncan Parking Technologies to update all city meters in the downtown, Broadway and Riversdale business areas. The company, which beat out six other bids, will also offer a new city card payment option and reloading stations at City Hall and throughout the downtown if city council endorses the committee decision.

March 5, 2012
D.C. sets record with parking ticket revenue
The cost of gasoline may be gnawing a hole in many wallets, but the cost of going nowhere in the District cost people who failed to mind the parking meter a record $92.6 million last year. That amount for fiscal 2011 was more than $12 million higher than the previous year, according to data that the American Automobile Association obtained under a Freedom of Information Act request.

March 5, 2012
Sarasota to restore free downtown parking
Parking in downtown Sarasota will again be free after city commissioners, exhausted by months of protests from angry merchants, threw in the towel. The city's entire paid parking program was terminated Monday by a 3-2 vote, with commissioners Suzanne Atwell and Willie Shaw dissenting. The move could be the last skirmish in a nearly year-long battle between merchants — who say the meters killed business — and city officials, who hoped to bring in new revenue.

March 5, 2012
City contemplates parking fee increases 
The city of West Lafayette will vote today on an ordinance that would increase its parking ticket fees to match Purdue’s. Fines would increase from $15 to $35 for each violation. The ordinance must pass a city council vote twice before it can become law. Mayor John Dennis, a co-sponsor of the ordinance, said this measure “levels the playing field” between the city and Purdue. “If someone would illegally park on a city street, that’s like a discount parking fine,” Dennis said.

March 5, 2012
Today's Central Parking is a leaner operation
When Standard Parking of Chicago completes its deal to buy Nashville-based Central Parking Corp., it will take over a big name in the parking garage industry but a trimmed-down operation compared with a few years ago. That’s because Central Parking, which Standard is buying in a $348 million deal, has used the nearly five years since it was acquired by private equity investors to sell off real estate, consolidate back-office operations and leave unprofitable markets in a bid to trim costs and lower corporate debt.



March 5, 2012
D.C. raises record amount of revenue from parking tickets
The cost of gasoline may be gnawing a hole in many wallets, but the cost of going nowhere in the District cost people who failed to mind the parking meter a record $92.6 million last year. That amount for fiscal 2011 was more than $12 million higher than the previous year, according to data that the American Automobile Association obtained under a Freedom of Information Act request.

March 4, 2012
Free parking call rejected by council
A conservative proposal to introduce free parking for Northumberland residents has once again been blocked by Berwick-based councillors. The free parking proposal was put forward by Conservative opposition councillors as an amendment to the Lib Dem budget for Northumberland County Council. Labour and Lib Dem councillors refused to support the amendment. 

March 3, 2012
City dismissing parking tickets issued during snow emergency
Police Chief Ronald Haddad this week dimissed dozens of parking tickets issued during last week’s cancelled snow emergency. Forecasts called for as much as 6 inches of snow on Feb. 24. The day and night before, the city used an array of notifications to let residents know their cars had to be off the street by morning to allow unimpeded movement by plow trucks. But, because of warmer-than-expected temperatures and a finicky storm system, the snow never came. Instead, a light drizzle fell and the city consequently canceled the emergency.

March 3, 2012
Parking fees choking life out of Cardiff city centre - says businessman Gabriel Carpanini
A leading city businessman has lashed out at the “bizarre” and “perverse” pricing policy of a parking company he claims is strangling business in Cardiff city centre. Gabriel Carpanini, director of Pillars restaurant on Queen Street and Louis Restaurant on St Mary Street, said that the policy implemented by NCP for its city centre car park meant that shoppers were boycotting the area.

March 3, 2012
Making downtown parking pay off
Like most cities, Regina has a downtown parking problem. It may seem intuitive to attribute it to a lack of available stalls. While that may well be part of the problem, the deeper problem is negative incentives. Parking is often either under-priced or free. If parking is under-priced, it isn't properly allocated. Many people will park longer than they would otherwise, or circle, looking for free parking. Adequate pricing can alleviate these challenges. But while prices need to increase, it is important to assuage the concerns of downtown businesses. Though it is a balancing act, there are cities that have succeeded in establishing such a balance.

March 2, 2012
Kirkland Council considers extending paid parking hours in downtown lots
Two of the three city-managed parking lots in downtown Kirkland are free from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with a three-hour limit. From 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. it costs $1 an hour. All parking is free parking from 9 p.m. to 9 a.m., but in a third city-run lot it costs $1 an  hour from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Of course, there are no rules on the weekend and holidays. The library parking garage is free on certain levels and by permit on others. Confused yet?

March 2, 2012
Dealing with a Downtown Parking Overload 
Austin Contrarian's Chris Bradford, who has closely examined parking in and around Austin's downtown, wrote back in December that sometimes parking regulations don't matter.  Even where parking minimums are low or absent, location is central and transit is accessible, developers may still pile on the parking to accommodate high levels of car ownership among affluent tenants and owners or lack of walkable options in a neighborhood that is in the early stages of development.

