Parking Stories from Non-Seattle Jurisdictions: June 1 – June 8, 2012 


June 8, 2012
Somewhere to park yourself, but not the car
Adelaide City Council is keen to encourage businesses to create small urban parks in car parking spaces and lanes.
he concept of parklets originated in San Francisco and can range from outdoor dining spots to tiny reading rooms and gardens. A prototype parklet has been set up outside the Historian Hotel in Coromandel Place in the city. Lord Mayor Stephen Yarwood said it was a tiny oasis in a city lane.

June 8, 2012
Rates, parking fees to rise in Perth CBD
The City of Perth will increase its rates by 6 per cent and its parking fees in the CBD and surrounding areas by 20 cents an hour. The new costs were approved as the Council passed its budget last night. There is some good news for weekend visitors to the city, with the cost of parking in selected car parks to be discounted by 50 per cent for the first 4 hours.

June 8, 2012
$29 to park in city centre 'excessive' 
The New Zealand Automobile Association says a proposal to charge drivers in central Auckland up to $29 for four hours of parking is "excessive" and has urged the public to fight the change. Auckland Transport, which says it is making the first changes to pricing since 2005, wants to do away with time-restricted parking, charge motorists more the longer they park and until 10pm. At present parking is mostly free after 6pm. Under the proposal, motorists will be allowed to park in on-street car parks for free for the first 10 minutes, and then pay a minimum of $1 afterward.

June 8, 2012
Parking app next great idea for beach
Imagine an app on your iPhone (or Droid or any smartphone) that gives you up-to-the-minute updates on parking availability and prices at Hampton Beach. That would be extremely useful technology for anyone visiting the beach, including parents with young children in tow. The app is one of the suggestions to come out of a beach parking study, which was conducted by the Rockingham Planning Commission in conjunction with the Hampton Beach Area Commission.

June 7, 2012
City of Pittsburgh Selects Cale America to Upgrade Parking Meter System to New Pay-by-License Plate Technology
Cale Group's newest subsidiary, Cale America Inc., has been selected by the Public Parking Authority of Pittsburgh (PPAP) to upgrade its parking meter system. The new program will introduce pay-by-license plate technology which Cale has successfully implemented in cities such as Calgary and Amsterdam. Customers will enter their vehicle license plate number at a solar-charged multi-space meter and Cale's system will inform parking enforcement staff which vehicles are paid in real time. A cell phone payment option will also be offered in the near future as an additional convenience. 

June 7, 2012
Cell phones used to pay for parking in Latrobe
Latrobe city officials unveiled plans Tuesday to allow residents to pay for parking using mobile phones. Along with representatives from the "Pay by Phone" parking service Pango Shyyny USA LLC, Latrobe officials hosted a launch ceremony Tuesday to demonstrate the use of the new parking service. The initiative -- Pango's first in the United States -- allows smartphone users to use a mobile parking application to record and pay for parking, while regular cell phone users may access the same service by texting or calling the company.


June 7, 2012
Ficus eats parking meter
Los Angeles isn't the only jurisdiction where the street trees devour the sidewalks. This was spotted the other day on 32nd Street near Ocean Park in Santa Monica. You might wonder which came first — the ficus or the parking meter — but that's one of the new electronic, credit-card accepting meters. So someone in the past couple of years installed the meter between the roots. Green thumb?

June 6, 2012
Prince George's County, MD expands Free Residential Parking Permit Program with PayLock's Digital Permits
PayLock IPT LLC, the company that revolutionized parking ticket collections and scofflaw enforcement with its patented Self-Release SmartBoot, has modernized another outdated business process in the parking industry. This time, they have unveiled their proprietary Digital Permits system which dramatically enhances the way in which municipal and university parking permit programs are used and managed.

June 6, 2012
Broad Street Parking Ban Sparks Debate
Business owners and customers are fired up over a Richmond parking ban which, for years, had been overlooked.
Richmond police began enforcing an overnight parking ban on Broad St. near VCU, which prohibits on-street parking from 11 p.m. to 4 a.m. The ban prohibits parking in the area between the 900 block and 2200 block of West Broad St. The signs were posted in the 90s as a way to curb cruising and were ignored for years, but last weekend, police started ticketing those violating the parking ban.

June 6, 2012
Charles County might tweak commercial vehicle parking rule
People seeking to use a new law imposing parking restrictions on heavy commercial vehicles in residential areas should have to notify their neighbors before the rule is imposed, Charles County commissioners said May 29.
Violators of the ban will be fined $20 a day. The law was passed at the request of representatives of members of Waldorf homeowners associations who objected to the parking of large vehicles on streets in their neighborhoods, county officials said in January.

June 6, 2012
Nearly Bankrupt Stockton Has $7 Million In Uncollected Parking Tickets
We hate getting parking tickets but if you don’t pay the meter you have to pay the fine. Now, as high as it sounds, the city of Stockton has $7 million worth of unpaid tickets they just never collected. The issue was exposed at Tuesday night’s city council meeting and the $7 million figure seems to be shocking more than just the public. 
The jaw-dropping number even caught the mayor off guard. And, with the city facing a $26 million deficit, that $7 million is just the beginning of their unpaid debts. There’s still another $13 million in other assets the city never collected.

June 5, 2012
Goodbye to free downtown parking on Saturdays, holidays?
Free curbside parking downtown on Saturdays and during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays may be going the way of the Edsel if a Salt Lake City Council straw poll is any barometer. In budget discussions Tuesday, the council unofficially endorsed by a 5-2 vote such a proposal by Councilwoman Jill Remington Love. The council has until the end of June to reconcile Mayor Ralph Becker’s proposed $204 million budget for the upcoming fiscal year.

June 5, 2012
Latrobe's parking fees go mobile 
A Baltimore company on Tuesday introduced a system that enables motorists to use mobile phones to pay for parking in downtown Latrobe, attracting city officials as its first customers. Representatives from Pango Shyyny USA LLC, which has a two-year contract with Latrobe to provide the mobile parking payment system, explained the system to a group of about 25 interested residents yesterday. The system allows motorists with a smartphone or cellphone to pay parking fees without putting coins in a parking meter.

June 5, 2012
Parking Minimums May Be Cut in Downtown Brooklyn
As StreetsBlog noted on Friday, the Department of City Planning has signaled its intention to finally reduce the number of off-street parking spaces that developers are required to build in Downtown Brooklyn. Details are scant at this point with the DCP website only giving a heads-up that a “text amendment to modify the off-street parking regulations of the special Downtown Brooklyn district” is in the offing.

June 5, 2012
Have Your Say: The Future of Parking in Oak Park 
Often overlooked as a necessity, municipal parking can play a major role in a community's future development and transit options.  Done right, experts say, good parking options can pave the way for less reliance on driving and more "complete streets," a buzzword in civic planning meaning local roadways can be made or re-made for all users, like motorists, cyclists, pedestrians, wheelchairs, etc. to truly share the road.

June 5, 2012
Digital Payment Technologies, Concord Parking and Genetec Introduce License-Plate-Enabled Parking Solution at Central City Shopping Centre in Surrey, BC
Today, Digital Payment Technologies (DPT), Concord Parking and Genetec announced the initiation of a new holistic License-Plate-Enabled Parking (LEP) solution at Central City Shopping Centre in Surrey, BC. The LUKE II pay stations from DPT are central to the new LEP solution that Concord is introducing. This new parking system -- which uses the license plate number as the key identifier -- will enable more efficient enforcement and parking management while making parking easy for consumers. 

June 5, 2012
Unused parking stalls wasting space in crunched Vancouver
Vancouver, one of the most expensive housing cities in the world, is filled with empty, unused space in apartment buildings. Why? They’re parking stalls. As residents of the region buy fewer cars, opt to take transit if it’s nearby, and travel more with bikes and car-shares, thousands of parking spaces are going unused, says the survey of residential parking in the region done by Metro Vancouver.

June 4, 2012
Philly Should Legalize Commercial Parking Permits
I don’t usually see eye to eye with Stu Bykofsky on land use and transportation issues, but today he’s got a totally sensible proposal to change the Philadelphia code to allow for the creation of commercial parking permits. The issue is that residential parking permits are becoming more popular, which isn’t inherently a bad thing, except that neighbors are hogging all the spaces and businesses’ employees have to move their cars every two hours. It would be better if businesses could buy commercial parking permits for their employees, allowing them to park for their whole shift

June 4, 2012
Council to discuss “parking manager”
June is shaping up to be a big month for the future of the city’s parking system. Led by the recommendations of a nationwide parking consultant, city officials are considering an overhaul of the city’s garages and meters. There’s a lot of moving parts in that effort (including some recent changes to parking at Midtown Crossing), but some key ones are now coming up for approval.

June 4, 2012
Parking zones a thorn for businesses
When Franco Borda signed the permit-parking petition, he was trying to be nice to neighbors around his store, FrancoLuigi’s, at 13th and Tasker. He didn’t realize that he’d be hammering his employees. This is not a long story, but a sad one, and yet it contains the kernel of a commonsense solution if anyone is willing to listen. In Philadelphia, common sense often seems to have passed its sell-by date.

June 4, 2012
MyParkingSign.com Releases New Series of Parking Lot Rules Signs
MyParkingSign.com, the largest online retailer of parking signage, is distributing a new line of parking lot rules signs that regulate illicit parking activity. These signs hope to maintain safety on the road and in the lot, keeping motorists informed of both general and specific parking regulations.

June 3, 2012
Parking tax angers business owner
A longtime downtown business owner questioned the city’s new parking tax during City Council’s May 24 meeting and threatened legal action if the city and the Scranton Parking Authority (SPA) are continually allowed to “solicit” his customers. East Mountain resident James Boccardo, co-owner of Boccardo Jewelers, Inc., 201 Jefferson Ave., said that he recently obtained a copy of a letter from Lackawanna County that states that the Scranton Parking Authority and the city of Scranton will provide county employees 300 parking spaces at its garages for $80 a month.

June 3, 2012
Study seeks to better identify parking options at Hampton Beach
A recently completed parking study has debunked the perception that there is not enough parking available at Hampton Beach. Findings show there is plenty of parking, it's just that tourists may not know where to find it.
While the most coveted spaces reach capacity at peak times, the study shows there are still many others available in lesser-known lots within a five- to eight-minute walk to the beach. The study was conducted by the Rockingham Planning Commission in conjunction with the Hampton Beach Area Commission. 

June 3, 2012
City may raise parking fines 
Drivers in Atlanta could face steeper fines for overstaying their welcome at hundreds of parking meters operated by ParkAtlanta, according to legislation set to be considered by Atlanta’s City Council. The private company that runs Atlanta’s on-street parking program wants a larger and more predictable stream of revenue. Residents and visitors want relief from what some describe as hyper-aggressive parking enforcement.

June 3, 2012
Medford Parking Survey Registers Reactions to Changes
New downtown parking rules were sharply criticized six months ago, but some local merchants now say business actually may have picked up after a one-hour time limit was placed on Main Street. "It sure helped me," said George Schroeder, owner of Schroeder's Furniture. "And now, at least, you can find a space every once in a while." The city of Medford this week revealed a parking analysis six months after it installed parking machines and imposed new time limits, while trying to encourage more use of parking garages and under-utilized parking lots.

June 3, 2012
City of Sacramento has plans to address central city parking pains 
During peak hours, nearly 46,000 parking spaces remain empty in the Central City even on Second Saturday Art Walks according to a 2012 Nelson\Nygaard study. Despite these vacancies, it’s not unusual to see frustrated drivers circling around, block by block for curbside parking in Midtown or downtown during Second Saturday. To address this situation, the city of Sacramento is working with the Midtown Business Association (MBA), and state and private property owners to help decongest Sacramento’s on-street parking.

June 3, 2012
City Calls for Creation of a Del Ray Parking Task Force 
Alexandria City Manager Rashad Young will appoint members to a Del Ray Parking Task Force to implement recommendations from a neighborhood parking study. Kimley-Horn and Associates, which was hired to conduct the study, examined parking along Mt. Vernon Avenue between Clifford and Glendale avenues and one block to the east and west.

June 3, 2012
Latrobe set to test meterless parking downtown 
Motorists parking in downtown Latrobe will have the option of using a cellphone instead of meters to pay for parking this summer, thanks to a high-tech parking payment system to be presented during a demonstration on Tuesday. Latrobe officials and representatives from Pango Shyyny USA LLC of Baltimore, a pay-by-phone parking system vendor, will show motorists how the system will work during a launch party from noon to 1 p.m. near the Latrobe train station at McKinley and Depot streets.

June 2, 2012
Downtown Parking Issues Being Addressed
A recent open letter to downtown merchants and employees by a fellow businessman has opened the eyes of local leaders, who say prime parking spots reserved for shoppers and customers are being used by business owners and their employees. Greg Huck of Financial Partners, who recently issued the letter this week, began seeing the situation fester after his company’s office moved directly into the downtown area in November.

June 2, 2012
New parking meters text you when time’s running out
Your cellphone rings. You’ve got a text message. It’s your parking meter calling. The meter wants to let you know that it’s about to expire. But if you need more time, you can text it back and tell it to charge your credit card for some extra minutes. Starting this summer, parking meters in Milwaukee and Madison will be exchanging texts just like that with motorists, and the system eventually could make its way to Duluth. It’s the latest upgrade to technology that lets parking meters take credit cards.

June 1, 2012
Homeless Parking Program Already Helping
A pilot program designed to provide a safe parking place for people who live in their cars and RVs is already helping the homeless and it hasn't even started yet. The Community Action Partnership Of San Luis Obispo County plans to begin the parking program in mid June. It will allow the homeless to park their vehicles overnight in a secure parking area outside the Prado Day Center. Victoria is in her 60s and she lives on the side of the road in her broken-down Ford station wagon. She has been living in her car for 2 months now, she is disabled and says she has no where to go. 

June 1, 2012
New Madison parking rates to go into effect
If you suddenly realize you need more change on Monday to park in Madison in a spot where you've always parked, thank city hall. The city's new parking rate schedule goes into effect on Monday, with prices going up between 5 cents and 25 cents an hour, and special events parking going up $1 from $4 to $5. The new rates were approved by the Transit and Parking Commission on April 11 and by the City Council on May 1. The new rates will be implemented over a two-month period.

June 1, 2012
DCP Bringing Parking Reform to Downtown Brooklyn 
Downtown Brooklyn could finally get a reprieve from the onerous and outdated parking requirements that have forced developers to build costly, anti-urban garages which sit unused. A new DCP proposal filed earlier this week is described online as a “text amendment to modify the off-street parking regulations of the special Downtown Brooklyn district.” There’s not much more information available yet, and the Department of City Planning has not responded to Streetsblog inquiries.



