Parking Stories From Other Jurisdictions: January 24 – February 1, 2012 


February 1, 2012
Now even the Parking Authority tweets
The Philadelphia Parking Authority deserves some credit for trying. On a recent Wednesday, Rachael McKelvey tweeted this all-too-familiar sentiment to the PPA's @PhilaParking account: "What's the deal with an out of order meter? They're all over Manayunk, but I fear parking at them after being ticketed once." The next day, she was pleasantly surprised to get a response, filled with useful information like the number to call for reporting broken meters.

February 1, 2012
Peace Talks in the Parking War
There’s no question the West 7th Street corridor is booming. The growth of the mixed-use entertainment-and-residential district has been a major factor in Fort Worth’s inner-city redevelopment over the past decade, since city planners and urban developers first saw potential in all of the vacant warehouses and office buildings there. Stroll through the pedestrian-friendly streets any weekend to see crowds pulsing through the bars, restaurants, and shops, everything within reasonable walking distance. “It is the hot spot. It is the place to be,” said Jennifer Purselley, director at Transwestern, a national commercial real estate company with offices in several major Texas cities, including Fort Worth. But as West 7th business continues to boom, one thing isn’t growing, and it’s creating problems: parking. “It is an issue,” Purselley said.

February 1, 2012
New York City Department of Transportation Collaborates with Streetline to Test Smart Parking Technology in NYC
Streetline, Inc. today announced that the New York City Department of Transportation (NYCDOT) has deployed Streetline's sensor-enabled Smart Parking system along Arthur Avenue in the Bronx as part of a pilot project along with two other vendors. This week's installation is being conducted by the New York City Department of Transportation to test the use of sensor technology to provide real-time parking availability to motorists. 

January 31, 2012
Denver Parking Enforcement Agents Shaken After Tire Slashing Incident
An incident last week has shaken Denver’s parking enforcement officers. Someone with a knife attacked one of the agent’s vehicles while giving out a ticket. The officers are so nervous about the latest incident and others that most officers CBS4 spoke with were reluctant to speak on camera about the dangers they face. It was last week when a parking enforcement employee was checking a car. Someone with a knife suddenly attacked the agent’s vehicle, slashing a tire as the agent watched on.

January 31, 2012
NYC DOT Clarifying Muni-Meter Parking Rules
The rules for parking at Muni-Meters in New York City may soon be changing. Currently, rules say if you’ve purchased a Muni-Meter ticket for your parked car and leave the space with time remaining on the receipt, you can then park in another Muni-Meter space in the city and use the minutes remaining on your ticket. Now, the Department of Transportation says it’s clarifying the rules so that you may only use the excess time at another Muni-Meter spot of exactly the same price.

January 31, 2012
Bill Targets Those With Unpaid Parking Tickets
The state Legislature has approved a bill that would make it tougher and more expensive for motorists who pile up unpaid parking tickets to get their driver’s licenses renewed. The Senate passed a bill by a 27-11 vote Tuesday that would lower the number of unpaid tickets needed to prompt sanctions from the Secretary of State’s office. The bill already has passed the House so it’s on the way to Gov. Rick Snyder.

January 31, 2012
The parking war: The era of free parking in San Francisco may be over -- but the MTA has some bitter pills to swallow, too
When you talk about changing parking rules in San Francisco, you're setting off the political equivalent of shooting war. Nobody wants more parking tickets, nobody wants more expensive parking meters, nobody wants to pay for parking that's been free for years — and the Municipal Transportation Agency has, by most accounts, done a pretty poor job of selling its new parking management program. That's too bad, because the MTA proposals aren't all bad.

January 31, 2012
Disability-parking abuse crackdown targets meter cheaters in Loop 
Police on Tuesday launched an unprecedented sweep across the Loop to catch disabled-parking abusers and found that one of every five drivers was breaking the law.  The 21 officers checked 54 motorists with disability tags who parked for free in metered spots and wound up ticketing ten of them. Most of those able-bodied drivers were hit with citations that carry fines ranging from $500 to $1,000 under a new city disabled-parking ordinance that took effect Sunday.

January 31, 2012
Main Street parking a problem for businesses
Some Main Street businesses in Park City are upset with their sales numbers during this year's film festivals. And the guilty party driving downturned business was just outside their doors: no parking on Main Street.  "Just a drive down Park Avenue said it all," said Cisero's owner Steve McComb. "Look at all the people who park there, and yet the parking garages were empty. People don't want to pay what the city was asking." 
McComb blamed the lack of options and the high parking garage prices for why locals were avoiding Main Street during the Sundance Film Festival. 

January 31, 2012
S.F. plan to install new parking meters on hold
Faced with fierce opposition from newly organized residents and business owners, San Francisco transportation officials are tapping the brakes on a plan to install thousands of new curbside meters on streets where drivers now park for free. The proposal calls for one of the largest expansions of parking meters in city history. It was to have been considered by the Municipal Transportation Agency next Tuesday. But it has been put on hold to give backers more time to make their case and hear from people who live and work in the neighborhoods where resistance is strongest: the northeast Mission, Potrero Hill and Dogpatch. 

January 31, 2012
More Parking Restrictions to be Placed Around BART Station
Shortcutting BART commuters who park in residential areas will soon have a serious question to ponder — is a $60 parking ticket worth the $1 you’re saving? Starting March 1, the City of Union City will implement four-hour parking restrictions along certain streets surrounding the BART station. The restrictions are an effort to curb over-crowding in residential areas.

January 31, 2012
Broad Social Support for Paid Parking
A recent Q-Park customer survey, conducted in a large number of Western European parking facilities, shows that 86% of the car parking customers understand the social necessity for paid parking. This customer survey among 2,142 clients in ten countries and in 38 West European Q-Park parking facilities shows the attitudes towards paid parking and that people understand which urban challenges are solved in this way. We find the survey results extremely positive since they confirm the social role of Q-Park. 




January 31, 2012
Townsend Street parking ample with meters in place
Where have all the cars gone? That question comes to mind when surveying street parking on two blocks of Townsend Street south of Bryant Street. Curbside parking on those two blocks between Fifth and Seventh used to be at a premium, and now parking is plentiful. The area is just south of the Caltrain station and across from a bustling art school campus. The difference: The once-free spaces are now metered. 

January 31, 2012
Daily poll: Do you prefer parking meters over pay stations?
After installing parking pay stations on both sides of Broadway, between 22nd and 23rd streets for a six-month trial period, city officials announced last week that the city's Parking Utility will be returning to the "more economical" individual parking meters, rather than installing new pay stations all along Broadway.

January 31, 2012
SFMTA Apologizes, Halts Parking Meter Plan
The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) agreed Monday night to assess people’s parking needs block by block in the Mission and other southeastern neighborhoods before installing any new parking meters. That marked a change in the agency’s attitude since a Jan. 13 meeting in which a hearing officer approved the installation of about 5,000 parking meters in several eastern neighborhoods despite the objections of hundreds of people who spoke unanimously in opposition to the proposal. “First an apology for the Jan. 13 meeting,” Jay Primus, project manager for the SFMTA’s SFpark program, said on Monday. “It was not how it was supposed to go; it was a deeply unsatisfying and upsetting process for everyone.”

January 31, 2012
West Downtown: Paid Parking Falling Short of Revenue Goals
Concerns that raising paid parking rates in west Dearborn could cause a drop in usage may be proving true, according to Parking Commission statistics released this month. A year-to-year comparison of usage from July-December shows that total usage dropped in almost every major parking facility in the west end from 2010 to 2011–a total of 15,159 less transactions. 

January 31, 2012
13 firms show interest in Sacramento parking contract
Thirteen companies plan to bid on the city of Sacramento's parking operations, a key piece of Mayor Kevin Johnson's push for a downtown sports arena. The deadline was Monday for responding to the city's request for qualifications – the first step in the bidding. "I'm very pleased with 13 responses," said Assistant City Manager John Dangberg. 

January 30, 2012
Downtown Delray merchants say parking meters would hurt business
If there was one thing residents and business owners in the downtown area agreed on during a parking planning session with city officials Monday, it was this: Try anything before parking meters on Atlantic Avenue. About 25 people, most of them merchants, gathered at the Delray Beach Community Center to talk about parking during one of two scheduled sessions with experts and consultants with Kimley-Horn, a company the city hired in 2010 to do a comprehensive parking study and issue recommendations.

January 30, 2012
Fort Worth Parking to Use Solar-Powered Parking Stations 
Fort Worth has joined a number of Texas cities offering high-tech ways to pay for parking. Officials say the last of about 80 solar-powered pay stations are being installed this week in downtown Fort Worth. The devices, which accept debit or credit cards as well as coins, are meant to handle about 600 high-volume parking spaces. "It was very important for us to get as many people as possible into this area to come and do their business or entertainment needs," said Fort Worth Parking Manager Peter Elliott. "One of the issues was, you had to pay by coin and have a pocket full of coins."

January 30, 2012
Parking being squeezed out in Vancouver 
At Graham McGarva’s architecture firm, only five of the 20 employees commute to work by car. And that’s a high ratio compared with other workplaces nearby. So he knew already that office parking downtown was becoming less of an essential item. But the point was really driven home when his firm, VIA Architecture, went to work on a new office tower that will face the city’s former train station, now its top transportation hub for commuter rail and buses. The owner of the site, at 320 Granville, is tearing down a 50-year-old parking garage that is becoming less profitable every year. And, in the new 32-storey office tower that will be built in its place and likely house as many as 1,800 people, Mr. McGarva is including only 133 parking spots – less than half of what would have been required two decades ago and a quarter of the norm in the 1960s. 

January 30, 2012
Parking scheme enters new consultation
More than £312,000, six public consultations and years of talks have so far come to nothing.  But now another round of consultation is under way to establish whether a new parking scheme is wanted by residents in East Oxford.  Oxfordshire County Council says plans for Controlled Parking Zones (CPZs) in the Divinity Road and Magdalen Road areas are back on track with “a final consultation” under way. 

January 30, 2012
POLL: What's Your Take on Downtown Parking?
Boston Globe correspondent Kathy Shiels Tully criticized what she called the “icy wall of indifference” awaiting those who appeal their parking tickets at City Hall this week. Tully – who concedes she was 12 minutes past her hour parking limit when she received a ticket near All Seasons Table last month – said she expected the ticket to be reversed with a personal plea to the city's parking department, but was instead aghast to learn she'd need to appeal the violation online. “Online? No, I wanted to talk to someone," she wrote. 

January 30, 2012
Bayonne city officials to take down parking pay stations along Broadway, will return to meters
The City of Bayonne is returning to parking meters. After installing parking pay stations last June on both sides of the Broadway, between 22nd and 23rd Streets for a six-month trial period, city officials say it is more economical to simply return to utilizing parking meters than installing pay stations all along Broadway. The trial stations were installed to see whether they would allow for more cars to park along the street, officials said.

January 30, 2012
47th Ward Permit Parking Task Force Releases Findings
Convened in August 2011 by Ald. Ameya Pawar, the 47th Ward’s Permit Parking Task Force has now released its assessment, which boils down to: can’t live with it, can’t live without it so let’s try to fix what’s broken. Findings and a plan of action going forward were originally presented Jan. 18 and will be shared again tonight, Jan.30, 6:30 p.m., at the Bethany Retirement Community, 4950 N. Ashland Ave. Whereas the first meeting focused on permit parking issues surrounding Lincoln Square, the second will address the Ravenswood Metra area. A third meeting, yet to be scheduled, will cover permit parking in the section of the ward south of Montrose Avenue.

January 30, 2012
What Will New car2go Service Look Like?
Soon, District residents will have an addition choice when it comes to car sharing services in the city. car2go is owned by German car maker Daimler. It is similar to Boston-based Zipcar, but operates drastically different in some important ways. I contacted car2go for an operational start date and learned there isn't one at this time. Otherwise, here's a quick look at what to expect.




January 30, 2012
Parking Meter Meeting Set for Monday
The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) is holding a community meeting on Monday afternoon to discuss a proposal to install hundreds of meters thoughout the northeast Mission and other eastern neighborhoods. The meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. at Z Space, 450 Florida St. As you may recall, the SFMTA shelved its plan after receiving numerous complaints from neighbors. At an SFMTA meeting two weeks ago, when the proposal was first heard, about 150 people showed up to oppose it. The meters, part of the SFMTA’s SFPark program, would have no time limit and rates would start at 25 cents an hour, according to the proposal.

January 29, 2012
Baton Rouge considers cashless parking meters
Baton Rouge may replace its 450 parking meters with cashless meters. A lot of people don't carry change and the city wants to provide other choices, according to Public Works Director William Daniel. Cashless parking meters have been popping up in cities across the nation for more than a decade. Daniel said some take credit cards and cash, some use prepaid cards and keys and one uses window sensors for easy access to parking garages. Daniel added a study of which would be best for Baton Rouge probably will cost $15,000 to $30,000.

January 29, 2012
Passaic looks to boost parking revenue, cut free parking
Hungry for money, the city is considering a plan to dramatically increase the number of parking meters and their hours of operation — and to eliminate free parking on Sunday. The cash-strapped Passaic Parking Authority has recommended installing parking meters outside the local campus of Passaic County Community College and a section of Third Ward Memorial Park on Benson Avenue — two areas that draw hordes of daily commuters. The parking authority also wants to expand daily meter enforcement by two hours to 8 p.m. and eliminate traditionally free Sunday parking altogether.

January 29, 2012
Fort Worth almost finished replacing downtown parking meters
Coin-operated parking meters are quickly disappearing from some of downtown's busiest areas, replaced by pay stations that take credit cards and print receipts. Joining cities like San Antonio and Austin in using the solar-powered machines, city officials are touting the devices as a way to park on downtown streets without keeping a stash of coins in your car. By the end of the week, the city expects to have all 80 pay and display stations installed to handle 600 high-volume spaces in the heart of downtown, said Peter Elliott, parking manager.

January 29, 2012
New meters rile Mexico’s parking ‘attendants’ 
They stand at the curb, waving a red rag like an urban matador. “Hay lugar, hay lugar!” they call to passing motorists. (“There’s space.”) And then: “Viene, viene.” Come, come, as they guide you into an impossibly tight parking spot, and finally charge you the equivalent of 3 or 4 cents for their service. They are the franeleros, the ubiquitous men, and sometimes women, who control parking on many Mexico City streets, blocking off spaces, even though most of those streets are public and gratis. They form an entire segment of the underclass, of Mexico’s enormous informal economy. And sometimes they are the only way you can park in the congested chaos that is motorized Mexico. But now, starting in one of the capital’s more affluent neighborhoods, the franeleros are being challenged over who rules the streets. The enemy? Parking meters.

January 29, 2012
City cracks down on disabled-parking placard abuse
The city will begin enforcing stiffer penalties for abusing disabled-parking placards that allow users to park for free in metered spaces, officials announced Saturday. Starting Sunday, violators who display a false, stolen or altered disability placard are subject to fines ranging from $500 to $1,000. Under the new standards, which Mayor Rahm Emanuel proposed, police can also impound the cars of people who use "false, fraudulent, fictitious, stolen or altered disability" license plates or placards. Impoundment fees of $1,500 to $3,000 will be assessed in those cases.

January 29, 2012
Women are better at parking than men, study suggests
It is a cliché almost as old as the motor car itself, and the subject of many a sexist joke. But the idea that women cannot park is simply untrue, according to research indicating that female drivers are more adept than men at manoeuvring into a space. Covert surveillance of car parks across Britain has shown that while women may take longer to park, they are more likely to leave their vehicles in the middle of a bay. 

January 28, 2012
City Considers 15-Minute Parking Zone for 3rd Avenue
The city council is considering a proposal to create a 15-minute parking zone near Nina's Bakery and Deli on 3rd Avenue between Madison Avenue and East 22nd street. The 15-minute parking limit would be in force between 7 am and 8 pm Monday through Saturday and 10 am to 4 pm on Sundays. The city council approved the ordinance on first reading at its meeting on January 24. A public hearing and final vote is scheduled for February.

January 28, 2012
New parking rules in downtown Nashua mean more spaces, less time 
Brian Regan heard customers marvel over the sudden profusion of parking spaces. “It was like winning the lottery,” exuberant customers would tell Regan, a salesman at Alec’s Shoes on Main Street. “It used to be so hard for us to find a space,” Regan heard customers say. A half block north on the west side of Main Street, a different merchant turned what he called a big step by the city into 85 smaller steps for his customers.

January 28, 2012
Gettysburg battlefield to install 'smart' parking
There are iPhone apps that map out the Battle of Gettysburg. A climate-controlled system at the visitor center in Gettysburg is so precise it will detect the change of a few degrees. And soon parking lots at the Gettysburg battlefield will also be equipped with the latest technology. Sensors will be installed to make the lots "smart," meaning they will become able to direct tourists to overflow areas when the parking spaces fill up.
The project comes as part of an ongoing effort to employ modern technology to relate the historic battle.

January 28, 2012
Tacoma Dome parking lost to LeMay museum likely is gone forever 
A decade ago, when the City of Tacoma agreed to give away 42 percent of the Tacoma Dome’s parking space to the LeMay car museum, it promised the lost parking would be replaced. The nine acres of asphalt given to the LeMay group contained more than 1,000 spaces and, according to the original gifting arrangement, most were to be replaced by the city before construction started. The LeMay-America’s Car Collection’s $60 million facility is finished. The Stutz Bearcats and Duesenburgs are being polished for a grand opening in June. So where’s the replacement parking? It was never built.

January 28, 2012
Reinventing Parking: Understand your community’s parking policy choices
There is a gold standard for making on-street parking prices responsive to demand. But what if your city can only take baby steps? What if it can only manage a 'silver standard' or 'bronze standard' for performance pricing? The gold standard is to make sure that on-street parking prices vary across both space and time so that every stretch of street has roughly one of every eight parking spaces open all of the time. San Francisco's SFPark trial is doing this with the help of smart electronic parking meters and parking sensors in the ground. It aims to match the ideal of performance pricing very closely.

January 27, 2012
Five-Way Race to Run the City’s Parking Meters and Lots
Another St. Louis Alderman is jumping into the race for City Treasurer — bringing to five the number of people including the incumbent who want to run the city’s paid parking empire.  Alderman Jeffery Boyd, Ward 22,  says he wants to “end the controversy” surrounding the office. “One of the biggest controversies now is ghost employees,” Boyd said, “And that’s certainly something that’s not acceptable, people that come to work to get a paycheck, but no one knows who they are.”

January 27, 2012
Reversal of beach parking-meter plan will cost Cape Canaveral
Cancellation of a controversial beach parking-meter program could cost city taxpayers $150,000. Planning began in July. But last month, the City Council reversed course and defeated a plan to charge motorists $1 per hour at 213 spaces on 16 “beach-end” streets — after the pay kiosks and assorted equipment had already arrived in boxes.
The meters cost $181,397, and estimated recovery costs from vendor Parker Systems are $90,698, Assistant City Manager Angela Apperson said. Officials are storing these kiosks at a public works facility on Thurm Boulevard until another community repurchases them.

January 27, 2012
Parking perceptions plague planners
Some say the town’s quarter board signs, while attractive, don’t catch the eye of parking-seekers the way the familiar blue “P” sign can. As can be seen in the picture at left, and the close-up at right, the entrance from Main Street to the town hall parking lot has both.

January 27, 2012
Getting a pass on parking tickets: One in four tossed amid complaints over unpaid fines
The soft-spoken woman in the hijab approached the bench in room 102, Ottawa's parking court on Constellation Crescent. "Guilty," she responded, when asked for a plea to her ticket. Justice of the Peace Beverly Souliere exchanged knowing looks with the prosecutor and offered some advice. "It would be to your benefit to plead 'not guilty.' " There was a confused pause in the court. Were "guilty" and "not guilty" not opposite intentions? Barely audible, the woman said again, "guilty." "I'm in a sticky situation because I'm not really sup-posed to be helping you," said the JP, repeating the ad-vice to change her plea. On the third try, as directed, the woman said "not guilty."

January 27, 2012
Calgary’s parking rates could be revised in real time
Parking where others aren’t could someday lead to big-time savings in Calgary’s downtown core. The Calgary Parking Authority (CPA) has discussed internally moving towards a system that would see rates in the downtown core adjusted in real time depending on the number of available spaces in a given area. Commuters wanting a premium spot in a high-traffic area would shell out a pre-determined maximum hourly rate, while those willing to park in under-utilized areas and walk a few blocks would save a few dollars, said authority head Troy McLeod.

January 26, 2012
A Moveable Chief: A Conversation With Chicago Transportation Commissioner Gabe Klein
Gabe Klein was an unconventional pick to head the District of Columbia's Department of Transportation when he was hired back in 2008, by then-mayor Adrian Fenty. He'd been a Zipcar executive. He had helped found a local boutique food-truck company. But he had never worked in government. Over the next two years, he rolled out bikesharing, new bike lanes, streetcar plans and next-generation parking infrastructure – and along the way, he created a lot of fans among smart-growth advocates.

January 26, 2012
Milwaukee officials consider more free parking days
Officials with the City of Milwaukee were to take up a plan Thursday to give drivers more days of free parking.
The proposal would add four days of free parking a year.  It's something that could help you or your out of town visitors when you're visiting areas like the third ward, but not everyone likes the idea. Current city code allows you to park for free in Milwaukee on seven major holidays and one Milwaukee alderman wants to add days to that list. 



January 26, 2012
Wipe away those parking ticket penalties
Attention, parking ticket slackers (and you know who you are): The District is in a forgiving mood — but only until Friday. If you have any outstanding parking tickets, photo-enforcement tickets or moving violations dating from before Jan. 1, 2010, this is your chance to step up and pay up and all those pesky penalty fines will be waived.

January 26, 2012
Streetline Announces International Expansion to Bring Smart Parking Offering to Europe
Streetline today announced plans to expand its sensor-enabled mobile and web-based Smart Parking platform to select markets throughout Europe. Technology veteran and former SAP Senior Vice President Asdrubal Pichardo will spearhead efforts to enable Streetline's entry into the European market. As part of the expansion, Streetline plans to launch its integrated Smart Parking platform, including its free smartphone app Parker™– giving Europe's residents and visitors real-time insight for finding open parking spaces, while enabling European cities to make smarter and more timely decisions related to their parking and transportation systems. 

January 26, 2012
Nyack's 'creative' parking plan gets warm reception from residents
The mayor’s new plan to offer free parking in the evening but charge people overnight was called “zany” and “crazy” at a meeting Thursday night — and those descriptions came from the mayor herself. Jen Laird-White proposes making it free to park in Nyack from 6 to 11 p.m. to spur more people to come and spend money at downtown shops, restaurants and bars. The village also would begin charging for parking from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m.

January 26, 2012
Major Downtown Parking Upgrades
Major changes are underway for downtown Sioux Falls parking. Upgrades are in their trial stages and they'll be branching out to other areas within the city's core. Thousands of people park in downtown Sioux Falls everyday, including Mari Stensgaard. She's lived next to the 1st Avenue parking ramp as its undergone major updates. "I think the upgrades are helpful. It is nice that they're all automated and get in and out, and get everything done," Stensgaard said.

January 24, 2012
Pay to park: Are residents angry at bureaucratic bungling — or just with the loss of free street parking?
The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency has hailed the success of its SFpark program — which uses high-tech meters and demand-variable pricing to manage on-street parking — noting that expired meter citations are down and meter revenue is way up. The resulting 11 percent net increase in revenue is all going to improve Muni. So transit improves, drivers get more spots and fewer tickets — everybody wins. But the SFMTA has run into a hornet's nest of opposition with its latest proposal to expand SFpark into the Northeast Mission District, Potrero Hill, Dogpatch, and Mission Bay, largely because the plan involves placing meters on streets where parking is now free. And even those who don't object to paying for parking say the SFMTA has bungled this process.

