Parking Stories From Other Jurisdictions: February 9 – 17, 2012 


February 17, 2012
Big changes proposed for downtown parking
The hunt for elusive street parking on a busy evening in the Old Market could get easier, if sweeping changes proposed for the downtown parking system work as intended. Some of the changes could save you money. Others could cost you. Led by the recommendations of a nationwide parking consultant, city officials are considering lower rates for city-owned garage spots and low-demand parking meters. The flip side: Meter enforcement hours could stretch into evening hours — potentially as late as 9 p.m., instead of the typical 5 p.m. weekday cutoff.
Drivers also might have to pay to park at meters on Saturdays. Currently, parking at downtown meters is free on weekends.

February 17, 2012
Poll asks, "Do Parking Behaviors Predict Other Decisions Made By Women?"
Dawn Billings, CEO and Founder of The Heart Link Women's Network polled women attendees in U.S., Canada, and Australia to determine if parking habits translated to other decisions women make. Billings invited The Heart Link Women's Network Leaders and attendees to share their thoughts about the recent parking research, and their opinions about possible correlation to other decision making processes in women's lives. Billings was curious to women's thoughts after stumbling upon the U.K experiment, pioneered by driving instructor Neil Beeson, that scrutinized the skills of both sexes, using hidden camera surveillance in various parking lots. The research showed, contrary to popular belief, women are better at parking than men. 

February 17, 2012
New parking rules eyed
After a lengthy, spirited meeting about downtown parking regulations that grew so heated it was described as a "smackdown," suggestions are in place for updated parking rules that selectmen will vote on in the coming weeks.
Selectmen said a meeting with the parking committee earlier this week lasted for three hours and questioned many of the committee's proposed regulations, ultimately circling back to conclusions similar to the original proposal.

February 17, 2012
Chicago Magazine Wants Your Meter Receipts
They settle between dashboard and windshield, slip under seats, and coalesce on the floor of your car’s passenger seat. If you drive and park often on metered Chicago streets, those damn white with green parking meter receipts will infest your car if you’re not careful. But now, instead of sticking your expired meter receipts into the trash, Chicago Magazine wants you to send your old parking meter receipts to them. What the hell for you ask?
Art!

February 16, 2012
Meeting Thursday on D.C. parking plan
The District is about to launch an adjustable rate parking system along H Street NE, the emerging shopping and entertainment corridor north of Capitol Hill and east of Union Station. The Performance Based Parking program will be similar to the one that the District Department of Transportation introduced to handle parking around Nationals Park in 2008, and later in Columbia Heights. The idea was to charge an appropriate rate for periods of peak demand while protecting the supply of curbside parking in the residential neighborhoods within walking distance of the stadium.





February 16, 2012
Rules Change in Employee Parking Program: The Hermosa Beach City Council unanimously decides to allow only business owners to purchase employee parking permits in time of need—not their workers
The Hermosa Beach City Council has decided to change the city's employee parking permit program, which was developed for local businesses. Previously, workers could purchase the permits, but now only business owners would be given that option, the council decided in a meeting Tuesday night. A worker could still use the permit, of course, but their employer would have to purchase it.

February 16, 2012
QuickPay Makes Your Smartphone a Parking Attendant
A service that allows drivers to pay for parking from their smartphones hopes to expand the service to private garages, city streets and even valet services. San Francisco-based QuickPay partners with parking providers to allow mobile payment and access to private garages and public, metered spaces. In many cases, garage and lot owners and municipalities must only put up QR codes to start receiving payments from people with the QP QuickPay app on their iPhone or Android device. Users must download the app and enter payment and vehicle information, then scan QR codes to pay for parking or gain access to private lots without parking attendants. 

February 16, 2012
Parking Battle Looms In Bishop Arts District
Whether it’s to eat or drink, the Bishop Arts District has found a way to draw visitors to Oak Cliff. But with success comes problems. “I couldn’t find any parking,” recalled Sara Vivona, who lives near the Bishop Arts District. “I’m trying to get into my house and the whole street is full,” she added. The area’s popularity made it nearly impossible for neighbors along Neely Street to park. So last week, “resident parking only” signs went up.

February 16, 2012
Modern Parking Ticket Appeals Could Come to Philly 
Contesting a parking ticket can be an arduous process in Philadelphia -- just ask anyone who’s ever gone through the process -- but that could soon change. Councilman Bill Green is expected to introduce a bill Thursday that would modernize the appeals process by allowing drivers to challenge parking violations online, by mail or by fax, reports the Philadelphia Daily News. Last year about 1.6 million parking tickets were issued in Philly and Green is trying to make it easier to challenge tickets that may have been issued unjustly or in error.

February 16, 2012
Caldwell seeks parking overhaul 
A complete overhaul of Caldwell’s parking regulations is on the horizon, with issues such as permits for municipal lots, to be addressed by early March, Councilman and Traffic Committee Liaison Peter Murray said at the Tuesday, Feb. 7, Borough Council meeting. “Merchants are complaining that there are not enough spots for shoppers,” Murray said. In some cases, such as the lot adjacent Hanford Place, there are many more permit spaces than cars with parking permits. “There are probably 17 permit spots that could be opened up,” Murray said in an interview on Wednesday, Feb. 8.

February 15, 2012
Sacramento City Council votes to enter talks with 11 firms seeking to lease downtown parking
By a unanimous vote, the Sacramento City Council voted Tuesday night to allow staff to enter into detailed talks with 11 firms seeking to lease downtown parking. An agreement with one of those companies is being counted on to provide up to half of the $387 million bill for a new downtown sports arena. In approving deeper talks with those parking firms, the City Council showed it supports moving forward on an attempt led by Mayor Kevin Johnson to create a financing plan for an arena by March 1 and avoid losing the Sacramento Kings.

February 15, 2012
Chicago Turns Toward Outstanding Parking Tickets For Revenue
The Chicago City Council passed a law today that will subtract a person’s outstanding parking and speeding ticket debt, and other such citations, from their state income tax return. The law is revealing of Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s approach toward taxes. Emanuel has dealt with the city’s fiscal strain not by major across the board tax increases, but rather spending cuts and an array of small revenue measures. The Mayor’s first budget – which passed this November – included taxes like $2 a day for cars to park downtown, increased the fine for a car owner not getting a city vehicle sticker, and increased the fee paid by charged criminals whose cars get impounded. 

February 15, 2012
S.F. mayor backs plan for more parking meters
Mayor Ed Lee backed the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency's plan to install thousands of new meters in the northeast Mission, Potrero Hill, Dogpatch and Mission Bay neighborhoods - a proposal recently put on hold amid strong opposition from residents and business owners in those neighborhoods. But Lee said that if he has any say in the matter, the proposal is not dead. "It really is not so much whether they roll it out or not, it's really how they roll it out," Lee said.

February 15, 2012
Cracking down on parking meter cheaters
As the scoundrels arrived to look for parking, little did the unsuspecting offenders of decency know that an undercover sting had been set up to ruin their day. I'd written two columns on the fraudulent use of disabled-driver placards in downtown Los Angeles, and the city's Department of Transportation was swooping in for a crackdown. My only regret was that department chief Jaime de la Vega claimed he had other things to do, so there went my chance of riding shotgun with him in his Hummer.

February 15, 2012
Planned Parking Garage Could Reap $585,000 In Tax Income First Year 
Years of non-development coupled with projections that the city will reap millions of new dollars are among the factors fueling the fire for a new redevelopment project on the city's south side near Mannheim and Higgins roads.
Estimates put together by the city's financial advisors show that 13 years from now, the planned development of a multi-level parking garage, restaurant and hotel on the 4.9-acre parcel north of McDonald's Restaurant, will swell the now depleted Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 6 bank account to $21.4 million.

February 15, 2012
More downtown parking changes possible in Puyallup
The new downtown parking plan that’s earned praise from Puyallup merchants and residents but complaints from commuters could soon change again. City staffers are recommending some adjustments to address concerns raised by groups including Sounder riders who catch the train at the West Main Street station. The Puyallup City Council mulled the changes at a Tuesday night study session, and several members seemed to be in favor of enacting them. Councilman Kent Boyle said he doesn’t want to see the parking management plan altered that much, but “there are some additions and things we can do.”

February 15, 2012
Sacramento moves forward with private parking proposal 
In what Mayor Kevin Johnson later described as mostly “ceremonial,” Sacramento city leaders on Tuesday night unanimously selected the bidders that they think are most qualified to run the city’s parking operations — if the city decides to go that route to help pay for a new downtown arena. The Sacramento City Council’s big vote toward a new home for the Sacramento Kings Sacramento Kings Latest from The Business Journals Arena backers take aim at SeattleA battle with Seattle over Kings?Seeking arena cash will be expensive for Sacramento Follow this company , as it turns out, will be in two weeks.

February 15, 2012
Parking relief coming to drivers in Hoboken
Hoboken, a notoriously difficult place to find parking, is getting hundreds of new on-street parking spaces. People love living in Hoboken because of the close proximity to Manhattan and the young and hip atmosphere, but many hate the parking situation. Now, the city is adding close to 900 new spaces. There are 10,000 cars in Hoboken and 16,000 parking permits. It's like a jigsaw puzzle, where the pieces just don't fit. 


February 15, 2012
More Downtown Parking Coming to Redwood City 
Try to park in the library lot directly behind the main library and you’ll find that many city vehicles occupy several spaces. However, the Redwood City city council Monday night gave the go ahead to staff to open up Lot C to the public, which would raise an estimated $37,000 in meter fare. “This is great news because it means more and more people are parking and patronizing downtown,” said the city’s engineer Peter Vorametsanti.

February 14, 2012
Folding Car Makes Parking A Breeze
How many times have you driven around and around a block looking for a parking space on a busy city street? 
MIT has unveiled a two-seater electric car that is not only small and compact, but when you park it, it folds. 
It's called the Hiriko City Car. This project started not with designing a new vehicle, but rather solving the problems of cities," said Kent Larson, director of MIT's Changing Places research group.

February 14, 2012
Parking spaces become an endangered species
Swiss cities are some of the world’s most expensive to park a car – and the trend for limiting spaces further isn’t going to make them any cheaper. In a 2011 global survey (see box), Zurich was the third-most expensive city to park in on a monthly basis, setting drivers back $822. Geneva came in eighth at $704. Both cities were also in the top ten for daily parking rates. But the issue of car parking affects every Swiss city, with more and more restrictions coming into force. 

February 13, 2012
Is Proposed Parking Lease Good Deal For Sac?
City Hall staff members will likely unveil how they plan to balance the numbers in parking lease proposal that is intended to finance a new Sacramento arena by the end of the month, KCRA 3 has learned.  Assistant City Manager John Dangberg told KCRA 3 on Monday afternoon that staff members are examining a number of sources that might serve to back fill an estimated $9 million of diverted parking revenues.

February 13, 2012
Parking Advisory Committee passes motion to increase parking fees
Monday at 2:30 p.m., the Parking Advisory Committee passed a motion to recommend a proposed increase in student and faculty parking fees. The increase in fees would help pay for the new parking garage at 18th and R streets to be completed by 2014. It would also attempt to bridge the gap between faculty and student fees.
Both faculty and student monthly parking rates would increase over a three-year period. Students with non-reserved surface permits, reserved surface permits and garage permits would experience a $2 increase in monthly parking fees per year for three years. Staff would also experience a $2 increase in monthly garage fees and a $1 increase in both non-reserved and reserved surface fees during a three-year period. There would be no change in faculty and student perimeter fees.

February 13, 2012
Friendly Parking Meter Policy Wanted in the Mission
Mission District drivers and shop owners would like to see San Francisco consider the more driver-friendly parking policy that has been proposed in the East Bay. If enacted, ordinances proposed in Berkeley and Oakland would forbid parking officers from issuing a ticket for an expired meter when the driver is present, the San Francisco Chronicle reported. “It would be helpful,” said Dustin Senovic, an employee at Gravel & Gold, 3266 21st Street. “I think it’s a bummer when you’re running to your car but you get a ticket just because the officer beat you there by a few moments.”





February 13, 2012
Report: Parking Woes Stack Up Outside New Brooklyn Arena
A possible parking plan at the new Barclays Center in Brooklyn has critics fearing a traffic nightmare when crowds emerge from an event all at the same time.  According to the New York Post, critics of the project say hydraulic stack parking spaces will likely be used for up to half of the state-mandated 1,100 parking spots going up next to the arena in Prospect Heights. Critics say stack parking systems would be slow to operate and would send drivers scrambling for any available street parking.

February 13, 2012
Madison to get pay-by-phone parking meters
Parking meter about to expire? Just dial in more minutes. Madison plans this year to unveil its first pay-by-phone meter at a parking garage near the Capitol, providing another feature — and another fee — for people who park Downtown. Once in place, the meter will save people the hassle of walking back to their spot to add time, instead allowing them to dial a number, tell an automated voice what spot they're in, have their credit card charged and agree to a fee, which will likely be about 45 cents.

February 13, 2012
Plymouth wants power to ban people from parking on pavements
Plymouth City Council is trying to obtain the power to be able to ban residents from parking on pavements, it has been revealed. 'Pavement parking' is a major problem across the city and council officials are now investigating whether they can obtain the power to be able to tackle the continuing issue head on. Councillor Kevin Wigens, Cabinet member for transport, said: "The issue of parking on pavements comes up time and again, and it is across the city. "The situation, as I understand it, is that the issue is solely a police matter and comes down to whether a vehicle is causing an obstruction or not.

February 12, 2012
Viewpoints: Parking partnership can boost arena efforts
I spent last weekend in Indianapolis, where I attended my 26th NFL Super Bowl. It was a tremendous experience, one of the most exciting Super Bowls that I've seen. And while Super Bowl Sunday highlights the economic impact of professional sports, Indianapolis has many lessons for Sacramento that go far beyond the gridiron. Indianapolis is a successful example of the parking public-private partnership – "P4" – which has emerged as the key piece of the arena financing plan in Sacramento. 

February 12, 2012
Who should police Logan parking?
Logan Police Chief Gary Jensen is proposing the police department take over parking enforcement, instead of continuing to contract with a Denver-based company. He made the pitch to members of the Logan Municipal Council on Tuesday. “First of all, we pay these people — this company out of Denver — to manage parking,” Jensen said. “However, in doing so, rarely do they field the difficult complaints from citizens throughout the community.” He said that while he did not want to “black the eye” of the company, which he said has done a “good job,” there are instances where more “common sense” should be used.

February 12, 2012
Finding where meter money goes is harder than it seems 
Getting a parking ticket is not a crime. If it were, my rap sheet wouldn't be pretty.
It's been especially rough since August, when the city's new parking enforcement arm, Easy Park, was born. Those modern meter maids with their three-wheeled scooters are not to be trifled with. Chances are they've nabbed you too. Ticket revenue between August and December was up 8 percent, from $166,000 to $180,299.





February 11, 2012
New Parking Restrictions Now Enforced In The Bishop Arts District
A popular part of Dallas is going through growing pains as successful businesses in the Bishop Arts District are affecting residential neighborhoods nearby. Some residents said they had enough when it came to parking near their homes, and this week the city installed 'Resident Parking Only' signs on some side streets just a block or two from local shops and businesses. The signs read, 'Residential Parking Only, Monday through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 2 a.m.'

February 11, 2012
Change on Nottingham parking charges, but it is not what traders asked for
Traders say changes to city centre car parking charges don't go far enough. Nottingham City Council announced yesterday it will charge motorists a £1 flat rate in the evenings and Sundays instead of prices varying from between 50p and £5.50. New charges were introduced in November to park in the city centre between 6pm and 8pm. The council said the changes were aimed at tackling the problem of vehicles occupying parking bays designed for short-term parking. But after meetings with businesses the authority admitted it had "got it wrong". The changes announced yesterday have been met with mixed reactions by traders.

February 11, 2012
Our parking angst is what unites us
If there is one thing more annoying than interrupting business to move your car, it's seeing a parking ticket on the windshield when you get there. Store owner Willow Chandler has gotten close to 50 parking tickets since opening the House of Indigo in downtown Nanaimo. She is often running just metres ahead of the parking police to move her vehicle. Chandler understands parking enforcers are doing their job, but believes they are inadvertently driving away customers of downtown businesses. Some people have gotten so angry and indignant over parking fines they vow not to drive downtown again.

February 11, 2012
Parking-lot rivalry heats up
The biggest parking-lot operator in the world is setting up shop in Winnipeg to challenge Imperial Parking's 15-year domination of the local market. Vinci Park, which is also the second-largest operator in Canada behind Impark, opened an office in the city last month with the goal of stealing away business from Impark and other local operators. Its arrival, coupled with the entry a little over two years ago of U.S.-based giant Standard Parking, threatens Impark's longstanding reign as the undisputed king of the city's parking lots and parkades. That's good news for local parking-facility owners and managers, who now have more options when choosing a firm to manage their facilities. 

February 11, 2012
Councillors vote for pay-and-display spaces to be created in centre of Bradford
Pay-and-display parking in Bradford city centre will be extended after leading councillors approved the changes despite objections from retailers’ groups. In passing the plans, leader of Bradford Council, Ian Greenwood, said he did not believe the city centre’s problems were due to parking charges but that it was down to the shops on offer.

February 11, 2012
Councilor says city needs to set principles before making parking changes
The City Council should consider a set of principles before it entertains any changes to downtown parking, Councilor Chris Dwyer said Friday. Dwyer spoke during discussion of the recent parking report at a Economic Development Commission meeting held at City Hall. She said, before the city generates the next steps from the parking supply and demand report, the council should consider what it wants for the future of parking first.





February 11, 2012
Weigh in on Parking Sensor Decision 
The Village of Massapequa voted this week to end a three month experiment with parking sensors.
The hockey puck sized sensors that were installed on Park Boulevard gave the village data on where vehicles were illegally parked and for how long. The village did not give out tickets during the experiment and learned that most cars were parked illegally for just a few minutes.

February 10, 2012
Multi-space parking meters to allow credit card and phone payment
Some motorists will be able to pay for downtown parking with credit cards and phones starting Monday, when the two multi-space meters for the city's 90-day pilot program are activated. Digital Payment Technologies installed the machines, called LUKE II stations, on Feb. 2. They sit on either side of Ninth Street between Broadway and Locust streets, and signs display two-digit numbers at each affected space, which motorists then use to pay at the meter.

February 10, 2012
Should Berkeley have a kinder parking ticket policy?
Kriss Worthington wants Berkeley to have a kinder, gentler ticketing policy. If you park in a red zone or in a disabled space, you deserve no mercy, said Councilmember Worthington, whose district covers the Telegraph Avenue corridor. But if you encounter a meter maid writing you a ticket, you should be able to talk him or her into ripping it up. “If you show up and you are going to move your vehicle, which is the goal in the first place, the police shouldn’t be forced to finish writing you a ticket when you are standing there mad at them,” said Worthington, who rarely drives a car and can been seen riding his bike all around town.

February 10, 2012
Passaic officials defend fees for handicap parking, despite residents' objections
City officials defended a decision to start charging residents for handicapped parking spaces, despite a backlash from residents who say the fee is an unnecessary burden on people already at a disadvantage. Mayor Alex D. Blanco and City Council President Gary S. Schaer said at a press conference Friday that the city’s financial situation was so dire that cuts needed to be made wherever possible. “I didn’t want to make this tough decision, but we are being forced to at this time,” Blanco said.

February 10, 2012
DTSB Inc. now running downtown parking program
The ambassadors in red jackets are now handling parking enforcement duties in downtown South Bend. Downtown South Bend Inc. on Feb. 1 replaced Ampco Parking Systems as the management agency for downtown parking, including operating three city-owned garages and enforcing on-street parking in the central business district. To handle the new parking duties, DTSB has hired 10 additional full-time workers.

February 10, 2012
‘Parking Wars’: Sweet satisfaction on life’s mean streets
There is such a sick, simple pleasure to A&E’s “Parking Wars,” which returns for a fifth season Saturday night — the perfect dose of schadenfreude and vicarious comeuppance. Random Philadelphians (and, in these new episodes, unlucky parkers in Detroit and Providence, R.I.) receive and then rage against the $20 to $30 tickets placed on their windshields by the artists formerly known as meter maids. A viewer softly cheers as those immobilizing “boot” restraints are clamped hard on the wheels of repeat offenders. The only thing that could make me happier about the show is if all the cars in it had Maryland or Virginia plates. (Joke!) [Wink.]

February 10, 2012
Parking Meters Rouse Outcry of Unfairness to Poor
Marjorie Lovell, manager of Galindo Installation and Moving Services in the Mission District in San Francisco, works to relocate companies, but it is her business that could soon be forced to move — because of a battle over street parking spaces. The city is in the midst of an effort to manage public parking better. Spaces on Ms. Galindo’s block are currently free and mostly unrestricted, but a proposal by the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency could install meters where many of her 15 employees park. 

February 10, 2012
Parking for disabled is plentiful, city says
There are about 4,000 free public parking spaces in downtown Salem, and the city says there are ample disabled parking spots among them. Joan James disagrees. She thinks there are not nearly enough spots for vehicles like hers that display disabled parking placards. The Salem woman came to this conclusion recently after her Jeep was ticketed for parking in an electric vehicle charging station spot. 

February 10, 2012
OC Okays Hourly Parking Rate Hike
Ocean City officials this week approved a 50-percent increase in the hourly parking rates at metered spots throughout the downtown area, but there was little discussion about the proposal to add meters at parking spaces throughout other parts of the resort. The City Council on Monday approved an ordinance raising parking spaces covered by the Cale Meter System throughout the downtown area from the current $1 per hour (25 cents per 15 minutes) to $1.50 per hour (25 cents per 10 minutes). The new rates will be in effect from Friday to Sunday from April 1 to May 24 and seven days a week from May 25 through Sept. 3.

February 10, 2012
Oakland, Berkeley eye driver-friendly parking laws
There's only one thing more irritating than having to interrupt your Brazilian jazz class to feed the meter.
That's racing outside, keys in hand, only to find a parking officer writing a ticket. In two East Bay cities, that most frustrating of urban experiences may soon be obsolete. Berkeley and Oakland are both considering a true rarity: driver-friendly ordinances that would forbid parking officers from writing tickets if the driver is present.

February 10, 2012
Police ticket Mardi Gras parking violators 
Police officers on Thursday began issuing citations and calling tow trucks to help clear Seawall Boulevard of campers and trailers illegally parked along one of the prime Mardi Gras parade routes. The city of Galveston on Thursday began allowing overnight parking on the seawall during the first week of Mardi Gras through 6 p.m. Sunday, but there are restrictions. Shortly before 9 a.m., officers found one camper that had a ski rope extended across several of the parking spaces lining the four-lane highway. Officers removed the rope and had bolt cutters on hand for those who would use chains.

February 10, 2012
City of Columbia to test out new parking meter system
The City of Columbia has decided to launch a 90-day pilot project of a new parking meter system, beginning Feb. 13.  The test includes installing single- and multi-space parking meters on Ninth Street with new payment methods by credit card, debit card and cell phone. Two multi-space parking meters have already been set up between Broadway and Locust streets, which will be available for use starting Feb. 13. The single-space parking meters will be placed between Locust and University streets within a couple of weeks, according to a city news release. These systems are similar to the current system, but add more payment options.

February 9, 2012
Disabled Passaic residents lose free handicapped parking
More than 200 disabled city residents for years received free handicapped parking spaces outside their homes. Now, the city is slapping them with a $50 fee. One of those residents is Wanda Walis, who became disabled after being struck by a car while working as a city school crossing guard. “Fifty dollars is a lot for me,” she said. “I was injured and never collected disability. The only thing I ever got from the city was this parking spot. And now they want to charge me for it? Come on!”


February 9, 2012
City Of Boston Targets Old, Unpaid Parking Tickets To Raise $5 Million
WBZ-TV has learned details about a move by the city of Boston to collect nearly $5 million from old parking tickets.
A Newton woman recently received a notice from a collection company which says she owes the city of Boston $46 for a $20 ticket she was given back in 2005. Kate Walker remembers getting the ticket and she says she remembers paying the ticket, but can’t prove it. She says she doesn’t even use the same bank today as she did way back then.

February 9, 2012
Q Poll: Chris Quinn’s Parking Agenda Out of Touch With New Yorkers 
To hear Christine Quinn tell it, New Yorkers are crying out for relief from unjust parking policies. Over the last two years, it seems that when City Council members weren’t flogging legislation to add layers of bureaucracy to DOT’s street safety program, they were tripping over themselves to absolve motorists of one responsibility after another.
No matter that most New York commuters don’t drive to work. Or that drivers would be best served by rational prices for on-street parking, not endless cruising for free spots. Or even that one bill, prohibiting the sanitation department from placing stickers on vehicles parked in the path of street sweepers, would put an end to a practice that has benefited the entire city by improving street cleanliness. Nothing has stood in the way of Chris Quinn’s mission to free the put-upon car owner from the tyranny of onerous city edicts.

February 9, 2012
NJ Town To Charge For Handicapped Parking
Disabled residents in a northern New Jersey town will have to start paying for handicapped parking. Passaic has introduced an ordinance which would charge the city’s 237 disabled residents $50 for a handicapped spot on their street. Those who already have spots can pay $50 to upgrade to a personalized sign. The city used to install the signs for free and didn’t charge residents to renew them. The city estimates it costs $650 to install one sign.

