Parking Stories From Other Jurisdictions: February 17 – 27, 2012 


February 27, 2012
Parking changes protests rage on
More complaints about Bridlington’s heavy handed traffic wardens have streamed in to the Free Press office over the past week. This comes after last week’s report that the council had handed out more parking tickets (363) in its first month since taking over on-street, non pay and display parking enforcement from Humberside Police, than the police had in an entire year (319). This led to calls from residents and the town’s mayor, Coun Cyril Marsburg, for the traffic wardens, known as civil enforcement officers, to show more compassion when handing out tickets.

February 27, 2012
Disabled parking fee put off by House
State lawmakers shelved a bill that would have tacked on $1 to motor vehicle registration fees in an effort to better enforce and curb abuse of the state's parking program for people with disabilities. House Finance Committee members were concerned that the bill would be an additional burden for car owners already paying increased vehicle registration fees as a result of several bills passed last year.

February 27, 2012
Half Moon Bay Holds Meeting on Paid Parking This Morning 
The city of Half Moon Bay is holding a community meeting this morning to provide more details on a proposal to implement paid parking downtown. Aimed at local businessowners and community residents, the meeting is a follow-up to a special study session held last October where city staff presented a proposal to charge $2/hour for parking in the downtown area. 

February 26, 2012
Parking director talks about new process for SFA 
Jane Wilcox is the first to admit that she is a "parking nerd," but her dedication to parking has helped SFA become the second-rated college in the state in terms of parking efficiency. Wilcox, who took over the role of parking director last January, said her focus is on learning the best practices in the industry and then applying them to SFA. "There are new process, procedures and devices that are being used every year," Wilcox said. "I seek these out so that I can use them here at SFA if I believe it will improve efficiency. Whether it is something simple like a cool design on a parking tag, instead of a sticker, or robotic parking in Germany, I am open to new innovations."

February 27, 2012
Parking Minimums Promote Driving, Even in Transit-Friendly New York
For 30 years now Manhattan has imposed parking maximums on its core — a rule that limits the number of spots residential developers can create. The idea behind parking maximums is that by removing an incentive to own an automobile, cities will promote the use of more sustainable forms of transportation. For all its soundness of theory, though, the effects of residential parking on travel behavior hasn't received its due attention from the empirical research world.

February 26, 2012
Tales from the Parking Utility
“The Godfather” isn’t just the name of a popular novel and movie series. The term apparently had meaning in the Hoboken Parking Utility in the past, according to Parking and Transportation Director Ian Sacs, who was hired to run the department by new Mayor Dawn Zimmer in 2009. “If you were protected by a Godfather [a powerful person in Hoboken],” Sacs said last week, “and you weren’t doing your job, and somebody took you to task about it through a disciplinary civil service procedure, that individual could provide information to his or her Godfather. 



February 26, 2012
The politics of parking: Here's what happens when you put money in the meter . . . or when you don't
In this age of political rancor, where the shrill screams of angry zealots have all but destroyed rational discourse, where familial bonds are torn asunder by strident, unwavering positions, and where the generous back and forth of informed discussion sounds more like howler monkey mating season, we at least have one phrase we can all agree on: "Free parking!"

February 26, 2012
Santa Rosa Plaza parking changes spur debate
A plan released last week to begin charging some shoppers to park at Santa Rosa Plaza has stirred up a stew of emotions — perhaps more emotions than one would expect over a handful of bucks to park a car for a few hours.
But as any business knows, customers generally don't want to pay for something they previously enjoyed for free.

February 26, 2012
Wembley shoppers driven away by increased parking charges and over zealous ticketing
This could be the future of the borough’s shopping parades as businesses struggle to survive against increased parking charges and over-zealous ticketing. Over the past two years Brent Council has been accused of bringing misery to traders and drivers by introducing pay and display across all shopping areas. It has also increased residential parking permits by up to 300 per cent in some cases in Controlled Parking Zones (CPZ) depending on the size of the car’s engine. 

February 26, 2012
Parking for disabled more available than many realize
Progress in a city's core depends on residents and tourists being drawn to it. But progress comes with a price, and more and more, the price downtown is parking. It's no longer unusual to circle several blocks before finding an available space. Because of the demand, free parking has all but evaporated on most downtown streets in the Sunshine City.

February 25, 2012
Local Band Promotes With Fake Parking Tickets
That’s why, every time local post punk band The Lustkillers returns to Chicago from touring to do a show, the band’s lead singer usually prints up show fliers which look strikingly like a bright orange Chicago parking ticket.

February 25, 2012
Downtown Youngstown's parking problems prompt plan for meters on W. Federal
In reaction to complaints from downtown business owners about vehicular parking, the city plans to install 13 or 14 one-hour-maximum pay meters on a section of West Federal Street, as long as city council agrees. “The parking is horrible; it’s killing the revitalization of downtown,” said Richard Thomashow, owner of Jerry Lee’s Jewelry in 20 Federal Place. “I’m 100 percent in favor of meters. But we need to have people patrol with more frequency for enforcement.” The city is digging holes for the meters on West Federal Street between Phelps and Market streets. The city-owned 20 Federal Place office building is in the heart of that area.

February 24, 2012
Sacramento County parking lot revenue could help arena deal
Asked by the city for help in financing an arena, Sacramento County officials countered Thursday, saying the city could receive the money from parking at three county lots during arena events – if the city commits at least $500,000 a year to county parks. Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson and City Manager John Shirey quickly responded with a joint statement calling the county "a true partner" and saying its offer represents "a positive step forward."




February 24, 2012
Tired of the Los Angeles parking ticket runaround
"You're not going to believe what happened last night," Jeff Galfer said as he opened the door to his Atwater Village apartment. "I got another ticket." Galfer and I had been talking for weeks about his Kafkaesque battles with the Los Angeles Parking Violations Bureau. Galfer would contest what he thought was an unfair parking citation, and the bureau would tell him his fine was on hold while the appeal was under review.

February 24, 2012
Madison parking rates may go up in June
The city of Madison is proposing parking rate increases for the first time since 2009. Rates would go up in Parking Utility-operated ramps, lots and street meters. If approved, the rate changes would go into effect in June. Street meters will go up a quarter an hour, from $1.50 to $1.75. The new multi-space parking meters Downtown that take credit cards, debit cards or coins, will only go up a nickel, from $1.70 an hour to $1.75. Meters on the periphery of the city, like Atwood Avenue and Monroe Street, will go from $1 an hour to $1.50.

February 24, 2012
Public On Parking Meters: Find A Different Kind 
If the city is going to change something about its paid parking program, it ought to be the type of electronic meters it uses, merchants and residents said at a Thursday parking forum at Selby Library. Here are some common complaints about the meters: Hard to read LCD screen in bright light; Menu times out too quickly after trying to enter space number; Doesn't print a receipt; No telephone number to call to report problems; Doesn't accept American Express. Originally Parking Management Director Mark Lyons had said at the meeting that swapping manufacturers wasn't on the table, but residents and merchants pressed the issue to at least have it discussed at the meeting.

February 24, 2012
Residents blast city paid parking proposal
Residents and property owners in the Al Tahoe neighborhood tore into South Lake Tahoe's proposal to implement paid parking in the area at a meeting to gather public input Wednesday night. “To try and implement paid parking in a residential area is an absolute loser,” Al Tahoe resident John Cefalu said. “Just to try and solve the conflicts you're going to create will be monumental.”

February 24, 2012
Parking, DBIDA boards still hold off on making recommendation for Dover parking lots
The Parking Commission has yet to form a recommendation regarding the River Valley Development proposal to develop city owned parking lots, despite having met with the company again on Thursday afternoon to hash out a revamped version of the proposal. Members of the city's Parking Commission and the Dover Business and Industrial Development Authority decided to hold a joint meeting to discuss River Valley's reworked proposal that calls for the development of two to three city-owned parking lots into mixed use facilities and a parking garage.

February 23, 2012
Consultants suggest better signage, marketing of parking areas in Hagerstown's City Center
Improved signage and better marketing of parking areas in Hagerstown’s City Center were two suggestions offered Thursday night by a consulting firm conducting a study to help the city develop a master plan for downtown parking. About a dozen elected officials, business owners and residents attended a public information meeting at City Hall to get their first look at initial data collected by Rich & Associates, a Michigan-based firm hired by the city to help develop a downtown parking plan with an eye toward the future.

February 23, 2012
Report: Pollution From U.S. Parking Spaces Costs Up to $20 Billion Per Year 
Parking spaces keep getting more costly. As we often discuss on Streetsblog, parking encourages people to drive rather than ride transit, bike, or walk. And all that asphalt also taxes sewer systems by making vast swaths of urban and suburban land impermeable. But an overlooked cost is that building and maintaining each parking space belches out poisonous emissions at a prodigious rate — in some ways rivaling emissions from driving. That’s the big news from a study by the University of California Transportation Center.

February 23, 2012
Idaho House votes to shut off Capitol parking meters
The Idaho House has voted 41-27 to shut off the parking meters around the state Capitol during legislative sessions, over the objections of the city of Boise and an array of Boise legislators. House Transportation Chairman Joe Palmer, R-Meridian, said he’s “had my share” of parking tickets, but that’s not why he brought the bill; it’s because a constituent complained to him after sitting for four hours in a legislative hearing only to not get to testify, then ended up with a parking ticket too at an expired two-hour parking meter.

February 23, 2012
Quarter parking hike approved
A quarter increase on the hourly parking rate is coming to downtown Burlingame along with smart meters on Burlingame Avenue, a decision the City Council made Tuesday. Giving downtown Burlingame a pedestrian-friendly facelift comes with a $15.9 million price tag, a cost that could be covered through a combination of city funds, parking rates and money raised through assessing property owners. On Tuesday, the Burlingame City Council considered a recommendation from the Traffic, Safety and Parking Commission to increase meter rates to raise money needed from parking to help with the larger plan and upgrade lots. 

February 23, 2012
Businesses welcome parking space change 
The Tacoma City Council voted unanimously Tuesday evening to eliminate any parking requirements for new development in the downtown core. The new code will allow developers of new buildings to use a market-based approach for new parking spaces instead of having to adhere to city rules setting minimums or maximums. Businesspeople and developers supported the change. "This takes us into the 21st century for parking requirements. Well, the mid-90s, but we won't quibble," Council member David Boe said Tuesday.

February 23, 2012
Cape Town parking most expensive in SA
Parking rates in Cape Town’s CBD are higher than those in Durban or Johannesburg. The rates in Cape Town CBD are R2.50 for 15 minutes, R5 for 30 minutes and R10 an hour. In Johannesburg motorists pay R4 for 30 minutes, R8 an hour, and R15 for two hours. In Durban fees are R2.50 for 30 minutes and R5 for an hour. Earlier this week the Cape Argus reported that the City of Cape Town wanted to introduce more than 3 300 new parking bays across the city, with after-hours tariffs for parts of the CBD, Claremont and Camps Bay. 

February 23, 2012
Saving free parking 'kept us from becoming a ghost town'
A decision to pay the local authority to save free parking in Wincanton has been hailed as the most important decision made by councillors in the town's history. Last-ditch talks by Wincanton town councillors on Monday ended in agreement to accept a district council deal to pay it £24,000 a year fee to keep parking free.

February 23, 2012
Can San Clemente signs help beach parking?
When San Clemente rolls out a new style of directional sign in 2013, visitors and locals who enjoy the beach will for the first time have signs pointing the way to a pleasant, out-of-the-way beach parking lot at Linda Lane Park.
"We have zero directional signage to Linda Lane Park," San Clemente's community development director, Jim Holloway, observed Tuesday. Linda Lane, located north of the pier, is seen by local officials as an easier place to find a parking space than at the pier in summer, when parking is at a premium. 




February 23, 2012
Free St. Armands parking vexes Sarasota merchants
Come downtown for dinner, and you have to pay the meter. But get dinner on St. Armands Circle across the Ringling bridge, and parking is free — if you can find a spot. Those differences are forging a new dividing line in Sarasota's parking fight as city commissioners and parking managers scramble to find elusive middle ground.

February 22, 2012
Nashville Scrapped Parking Minimums Downtown. Why Can’t Brooklyn? 
Want to understand just how twisted the politics of parking are in New York City? Take a look at Nashville, Tennessee. Two years ago, Nashville scrapped parking minimums completely for its downtown, a fact called to our attention by blogger Charlie Gardner. The elimination of parking mandates in the area seems to have proceeded without controversy, based on contemporary news articles.

February 22, 2012
Sacramento County Parking Could Help Fund New Arena: County Supervisor Reacts To City's Request For Help
As administrators for Sacramento look to finalize a financing plan for the city, they are now looking to Sacramento County for help. The city has asked the county to use three of its downtown parking facilities on weekends and after hours. It wants to make money by charging people to park in the open spaces.  “If the county would be willing to put their three parking structures in play very similar to what we're doing, that would help us cobble some dollars together to close the gap,” Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson said in a news conference Wednesday.

February 22, 2012
Businesses split over parking plan for city
Business owners are divided over the City of Cape Town’s proposed after-hours parking tariff system. 
The city plans to introduce 3 300 new paid parking bays across Cape Town, and after-hours tariffs for parts of the CBD, Claremont, Observatory, Camps Bay and Strand. Aaron Diamond of Mama Africa restaurant on Long Street, said the plan was “madness”. “It will be detrimental to business in the city. People will rather go out to places where they won’t have to pay for parking. 

February 22, 2012
Parking kiosks coming to Malden downtown
The City of Malden will install up to 35 electronic parking kiosks across the city's downtown, Mayor Gary Christenson's office said today. The kiosks, to be spread from Route 60 to Florence Street, will be part of a larger project to reshape and update the city's center, said Kathleen Manning Hall, a Christenson spokeswoman.

February 22, 2012
Parking management, traffic and website overhaul
The new traffic and parking initiatives set forth by the Director of Traffic, Matthew Dias, reform the streets of Somerville with a new mentality: manage parking instead of viewing parking as a revenue stream, create safe crosswalks, new bike lanes and traffic calming tables plus an overhaul of the website to make it more user-friendly.

February 22, 2012
LRT parking must be revisited
LRT parking has become such a frustrating hash that the city really needs to go back to the drawing board and start over from scratch. Today, a city council committee will hear a proposal from transit planning manager Neil McKendrick to lower the parking rates at stations like McKnight-Westwinds, Franklin and Anderson, where finding commuters willing to pay $70 a month to reserve a parking space is as hard as finding the needle in the proverbial haystack.

February 22, 2012
Moncton prepares new parking plan: City hopes to add more downtown parking spaces
Moncton is developing a new parking plan that could create more short-term spaces in the city’s downtown core.
The city’s new plan, which could be presented to the public in the next few months, is intended to address the concern that there is not enough downtown parking, especially short-term spaces. Ben Champoux, the director of community business development with the city, said 42 per cent of the downtown parking space consists of surface parking lots.

February 22, 2012
Marcos Breton: Arena plan drives value of city parking lots
There are good people in Sacramento who don't believe public assets should be used to fund a downtown arena where the Kings would be major tenants. Fair enough, but let's focus on the public asset in play here. Sacramento is considering putting city parking operations up for competitive bid and using the millions that generates to fund a big piece of the arena. 

February 22, 2012
Guide readers respond to residential permit parking issues
I would like to comment as a homeowner in Area 43. While I do understand the concerns for my fellow neighbors and they should be addressed, the real problem is not being addressed. I have owned and lived in my home for 10 years. I love this area, but about one year ago parking became increasingly worse when the can company expanded its business tenants. Every day coming home at 5:30-7pm, all I would see are employees from the Can Company getting in cars and driving away, after I have searched for parking for over 1 hour. Forget about stopping home during the day, I could not park within a block of my home. Parking in Baltimore is challenging, but this situation is one of the worst in Baltimore.

February 21, 2012
"Green" Parking Offered in Cedar Rapids
Drivers who invest in fuel-saving “green” vehicles will find ownership actually comes with a parking bonus in Cedar Rapids. Two Linn County office buildings and two new engineering buildings at Rockwell Collins both offer close-in, reserved parking spots for alternative fuel or gas-electric hybrid vehicles. But the reason behind the parking preferences for certain vehicles isn’t what you might expect. 

February 21, 2012
Jersey: Solving the Parking Problem in our Cities 
Few ideas turned ubiquitous and entrenched public policy have done more harm to our urban centers than municipal codes requiring minimum off-street parking spaces for all building projects. Donald Shoup in his book The High Cost of Free Parking, calls this policy a “great planning disaster.” This practice has led to the destruction of massive numbers of historic buildings in order to create parking lots.

February 21, 2012
Priest claims Sunday parking charges 'unfair' on churchgoers
A priest has hit out at the council – claiming his congregation numbers have dropped because of Sunday parking charges introduced last month.  Father Slawomir Witon, of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St George Church in London Road, said that since charges were introduced last month, members of his congregation had flocked to neighbouring parishes where they did not have to pay to park. 

February 21, 2012
Amiss with parking meters
You'd think a parking pay station would be eager to take money from anyone — even newspaper folks. But such is not always the case in downtown Sarasota. On three occasions lately, our editorial writers — who use the pay stations now and then, sometimes successfully — have had trouble getting the machines to accept our coins.
This is a humbling admission, of course, because the machines are said to be idiot-proof. Apparently, we've disproved that notion.



February 21, 2012
Tacoma City Council plan limits parking stalls downtown 
The Tacoma City Council is scheduled to decide today on new rules for parking spaces in the downtown core. 
Developers of new commercial buildings wouldn’t have to install parking spaces if they didn’t want to, under the proposed code changes that eliminate minimum parking requirements. But if they decide to put in stalls, the rules impose a limit on the number of private spaces they can add. The goal is to make it easier to build while not encouraging more cars. Residential projects have their own set of rules and aren’t affected by these proposals.

February 21, 2012
Cape Town’s night parking fee plan
The City of Cape Town wants to introduce more than 3 300 new paid parking bays across Cape Town, with after-hours tariffs for parts of the CBD, Claremont, Observatory, Camps Bay and Strand. This is part of the city’s new parking plan, the tender for which goes out for public participation at the beginning of next month. The city said it hoped the extra bays would boost economic activity in those areas and encourage more people to use public transport. 

February 21, 2012
Saturday afternoon parking to be free
Drivers are to be given free parking in Henley on Saturday afternoons. South Oxfordshire District Council has agreed to scrap fees after 2pm at its King’s Road, Greys Road and Southfields car parks from April 14.  It rejected a request from Henley Town Council to make parking free on Saturday mornings instead, saying fewer drivers visited in the afternoon. The district council says the initiative is in line with the recent Portas Review on high streets and should increase footfall in Henley as well as Goring, Thame, Wallingford and Didcot, where it is also being used. Data collected by the council shows the number of people using Henley’s car parks tails off during Saturday afternoons.

February 21, 2012
Dormont Officials Look at Reworking Borough Parking Situation 
Questions about Dormont’s parking situation has led borough officials to begin what council President Bill McCartney said amounts to a nearly total reworking of parking in the borough. In the absence of a borough manager, he and recreation director Gregor Saulsbery have been researching the borough-owned parking lots, and the documents that dictate parking there.

February 20, 2012
Parking meters arrive on West Marshall Street in Norristown
Municipal officials have made good on their promise to “turn over” parking spaces each hour by installing parking meters in a Norristown commercial district. Two-headed parking meters for adjacent parking spaces began appearing on the commercial blocks of West Marshall Street in January. Council had approved the $1.50 per hour parking fee for West Marshall Street when the parking fee for the four-block area around the Courthouse was increased to $2 per hour.

February 20, 2012
Metered Parking Area Near Courthouse Becomes Ticket, Tow Zone: Hot Dog Vendor Tries To Warn People
It's called everything from misleading, to an all-out trap, snaring unsuspecting drivers. It's a one-block stretch of metered parking that results in daily towed cars and tangled lives. WISN 12 News reporter Nick Bohr noticed the drama playing out daily in front of the Milwaukee County Courthouse and set out to find out why it keeps happening. It appears the parking checker arrives knowing he'll be issuing tickets, and the tow operators make it a daily stop for almost guaranteed tows and fees.

February 20, 2012
Handicap Parking Crackdown
For the past couple of weeks, Chicago police have been cracking down on people who are illegally parking in handicap spaces. I say it’s about time. I see people ignoring this law all the time. At my gym, I saw a guy park in the handicap space then run in and out of the gym. I’m amazed at the arrogance of some people. Drivers ignore marked parking spaces for their own convenience, not realizing the greater inconvenience they might be causing someone who truly needs that space. Another common violation is using a fake handicap tag (or someone else’s tag), especially because cars with handicap tags are allowed to park for free at parking meters. It’s just plain lazy, not to mention selfish.

February 20, 2012
City considers hiking parking fees
Parking in downtown Burlingame could get more expensive as part of a plan to upgrade lots, signs and installing new smart meters.  Giving downtown Burlingame a pedestrian-friendly facelift comes with a $15.9 million price tag, a cost that could be covered through a combination of city funds, parking rates and money raised through assessing property owners. On Monday, the Burlingame City Council will consider a recommendation from the Traffic, Safety and Parking Commission to increase meter rates to raise the $805,000 annually needed from parking to help with the larger plan and upgrade lots, according to a staff report by Public Works Director Syed Murtuza. If approved, raising such revenue will be accomplished through higher parking rates and changing the hourly rates at some city lots. 

February 20, 2012
British cars outgrow parking spaces, incur extra fees
Cars favoured by British motorists seem to keep growing bigger and bigger, but unfortunately for urban areas and car parks, parking spaces have remained the same size. And this has caused several councils to enact fines for the new, large motors. The Department of Transport has an established width for parking spaces already - five feet and eleven inches, to be precise, but 4x4s and other vehicles tend to overstep those bounds by large measures, causing the vehicles to stick out into roads or into other spaces.

February 19, 2012
Local View: Businesses have ideas about Canal Park parking
Recent news of a couple of new businesses coming into Canal Park with little or no dedicated off-street parking has sparked an age-old discussion about parking in Canal Park. The Canal Park Business Association has been working with the city of Duluth to iron out parking issues for the past 25 years, and the news of a new parking manager to oversee all things parking for the city, as recommended by a panel of parking experts a couple years ago, is welcome news indeed. We eagerly await the hiring of this individual, as well as the formation of a new, more autonomous parking commission to further improve parking in Canal Park and to keep this important economic engine attractive to further development investment.

February 19, 2012
Pittsburgh parking authority gets new leadership
Squirrel Hill attorney Linda Judson on Thursday was elected chairman of the Pittsburgh Parking Authority, and new mayoral appointee Gabe Mazefsky was elected vice chairman. The shuffling occurred because the former chairman, Scott Kunka, who is also the city finance director, left the authority board to concentrate on his other duties. Ms. Judson has been a board member since 2006, most recently serving as vice chairman. Mayor Luke Ravenstahl appointed Mr. Mazefsky, his policy aide, to fill Mr. Kunka's seat.

February 19, 2012
Opinion: Cost of parking is driving people away from downtown Ann Arbor
I am writing this in response to the January 26th article regarding the closing of Organic Bliss. In Nathan Bomey's recent article on the closing of Organic Bliss, a local environmentally-friendly goods store, the shop owner suggests in not-so-subtle-terms that rising parking costs and plans to increase enforcement hours helped drive her out of brick-and-mortar retail, along with harming other local shops in the community.  As a resident of Ann Arbor for over 20 years, and as someone who prefers to shop locally, I can safely agree that these changes have impacted my shopping habits, causing me to think twice before committing to parking downtown. 


February 18, 2012
Poll queries residents about arena parking surcharge
An opinion poll circulating this weekend asks Sacramento city residents whether they would support a $1 to $3 surcharge on out-of-town motorists who park in city garages when sports, concerts or other entertainment events are being held at a planned downtown arena. The phone survey was paid for by several local businesses in conjunction with Mayor Kevin Johnson's Think Big Sacramento organization, said Chris Lehane, Think Big executive.

February 18, 2012
Parking machines turn digital in city
State-of-the-art digital machines which take credit and debit card payments are to be installed in all of Worcester’s car parks. Costing £3,755 apiece the first is already up and running at the Cornmarket car park and a second one will be placed in the Cattle Market car park, next to the Hive, in the coming weeks.

February 18, 2012
Parking charges to rise in spite of protest petition
THE cost of parking in Sevenoaks' council car parks is set to rise, in spite of a petition signed by 1,300 of the town's residents and visitors. The protest document, submitted to Sevenoaks District Council on November 29, called for the planned increases to town centre parking charges to be scrapped. But in spite of the opposition, the council's cabinet approved the proposals. They included raising the cost of parking in Bligh's Meadow for an hour to £1.10 from £1, while for two hours it will cost £2.30, up from £2.20, and for three hours £3.80, previously £3.60.

February 18, 2012
Kirkland may charge for parking in two city-owned downtown lots
Pay parking is a given in bustling, crowded downtown Seattle. But Kirkland? After dipping its toes in the world of pay parking the past few years, Kirkland is looking at imposing all-day parking fees at two centrally located city-owned lots 12 hours a day. "It was a long journey to get me to this place," Mayor Joan McBride said of the Parking Advisory Board's recommendation, which she supports.

February 18, 2012
T.O. handicapped parking cash grab 
Ever wondered why nobody ever calls for three cheers for parking enforcement officers? Here’s one reason. Over a three-year period the city has collected almost $4 million from handicapped parking violations. That’s a considerable amount made even more remarkable given some of the spaces delivering that revenue are not properly marked, a freedom of information request has revealed. Many of those dinged with the $450 ticket in the years including 2008, 2009 and 2010 for parking unknowingly in a handicapped spot say it is just a cash cow for the city.

February 18, 2012
Crackdown on parking scofflaws hauls in cash for Memphis
Leslie Ballin learned his lesson, and it was an expensive one. Ballin, the well-known defense attorney, recently parked his car in the space reserved for media vehicles outside 201 Poplar. Using new technology, a police officer scanned Ballin's license plate, which revealed a few unpaid parking tickets. Ballin got lucky, though. Instead of immediately calling for a tow truck, the cop allowed Ballin to go pay the tickets, which amounted to "a couple hundred bucks."

February 17, 2012
Parking Woes Make Man Abandon Move to San Francisco
Neighbor John introduces us to an outraged young man who tried using Bernal Heights as a long term parking lot. That didn’t go so well, so he will not be moving here anytime soon. John explains: Had to laugh when someone forwarded your posting about the contretemps between two actual Bernal residents over long-term parking.
Over here on Eugenia, we also have no street cleaning (thank goodness), and we’ve historically attracted outsiders using our street for al fresco auto repair and airport parking. No lie, you’ll sometimes see a cab pull up to a long-parked car and drop off someone with a rollie bag…

February 17, 2012
Cleveland City Planning Commission rejects parking plan for historic May Co. building
The owners of the historic May Co. building should explore a comprehensive redevelopment plan for the former department store, a city commission said Friday. The Cleveland City Planning Commission rejected a proposal to convert half of the eight-story building, just off downtown Cleveland's Public Square, into parking. The building's owners, an out-of-state investor group, hoped to create 734 parking spaces on four floors and remove the windows for ventilation. 

February 16, 2012
H Street getting performance parking in March
[bookmark: more]Damon Harvey, DDOT's parking operations manager, and Councilmember Tommy Wells are co-hosting a meeting tonight to discuss the plan. It's 6:30-8 pm at Sherwood Rec Center, 640 10th Street, NE. According DDOT's report, drivers will be allowed to park during the day for up to 2 hours, but there will be no time limit after 6:30. In addition, as at other performance parking zones, new restrictions will limit one side of surrounding streets, from G to I Street, 3rd to 15th, to drivers with Zone 6 parking stickers only. 

February 6, 2012
City of Santa Monica Launches New Mobile Parking Map 
The City of Santa Monica has launched a new mobile-friendly parking map that provides real-time parking availability for the city’s 33 downtown and beach parking facilities. Users can now go to www.smgov.net/mobileparkingmaps to find real time parking information using any mobile phone with an Internet connection. Through GPS technology, the site automatically centers the map to a user’s current location and displays which nearby lots have available spaces and which lots are full.

