Parking Stories From Other Jurisdictions: February 1 - 9, 2012 


February 9, 2012
Parking meter hours change; city officials try to effectively inform public of adjustments
The window for free parking in downtown Phoenix has increased, but city officials are still trying to get the word out more than a week later. Two message boards on Washington Street currently advertise the news to the public.
“We are currently working on putting the hours on more electronic message boards around the downtown Phoenix area,” said Sina Matthes, a spokeswoman for the City of Phoenix.

February 9, 2012
Downtown parking fees may rise
Downtown parking prices in Ocean City could get boosted this year, going from $1 to $1.50 an hour. Town Council voted at a recent meeting to move an ordinance to second reading that would increase the per-hour prices on the electronic machines from the Inlet to 10th Street, excluding the prices for the Inlet Lot. If passed, however, the ordinance would do away with Monday-Thursday parking charges during the shoulder season, which is defined as the time the town charges for parking between mid-April and Memorial Day and after Labor Day until mid-October.

February 9, 2012
Parking permit sale worries city: Beltline tag sold on Kijiji for $700
The Calgary Parking Authority is keeping a close eye on the underground trade in visitor parking permits to see if it's anything more than a one-off scheme. Most Calgary households that sit within the city's restricted parking zones can apply for two, free, year-long visitor permits so guests can park without risking a ticket. But those passes apparently have turned into something of a commodity, at least in one case.

February 9, 2012
The World: Parking Enforcement in Pakistan
When your car is in violation of the parking rules in Pakistan, parking enforcement officials lift the vehicle by forklift and place it on the sidewalk until the fine is paid.

February 9, 2012
Council Leaves Sunday Parking Intact: Portsmouth residents say city cannot do without $160,000 in annual revenue year-round downtown parking generates
The latest attempt to enforce Sunday parking from Memorial Day to Labor Day to give Portsmouth residents and visitors a break didn't get much support from the City Council. During a public hearing at City Hall on Monday, several city residents urged the council not to change Sunday parking because they said the city cannot afford to give up the $160,000 in annual revenue generated by year-round parking.

February 9, 2012
Space for creativity, rather than parking
Never Elizabeth Pyn mind what our lips are saying, we love cars in Ottawa. Even if that love affair means urban development is not always as smart as it could be. How else do you explain - despite plenty of talk to the contrary - the prime role parking continues to play in development in Ottawa's core?

February 8, 2012
Tuesday night is park-for-free night
What better way to say “I love you” this Valentine's Day than surprising your honey with a prime downtown parking space? Even sweeter: The spot won't cost you a dime. Starting Feb. 14, parking at city-owned downtown parking garages, surface lots and meters will be free every week from 5 p.m. Tuesday till 2 a.m. Wednesday.


February 8, 2012
Sunday parking fees divide Portsmouth officials
A proposal to limit Sunday parking enforcement to the summer months received mixed reviews from the City Council on Monday night, when councilors entertained an ordinance drafted by the city's Legal Department that would limit Sunday enforcement to between Memorial Day and Labor Day. Assistant Mayor Bob Lister made the original proposal to allow people to visit the city on Sundays and spend their money on things like shopping and dining, rather than on parking meters.

February 8, 2012
Parking meter mania
In dealing with its parking meter controversy, the city of Sarasota faces five basic options — all of them with serious drawbacks: 1) Give the public more time to grow accustomed to meters — though the continuing irritations of meters and pay stations could bleed the downtown of its customers and vitality. 2) Ditch the meter system — which might preserve businesses but would waste half a million dollars spent on implementation, and could disincentivize use of the city's new and costly Palm Avenue garage.

February 8, 2012
Council: Parking lease issue won't reach June ballot
The push to put a city parking lease to a vote fell flat Tuesday as the City Council rejected a motion to put the question on the June ballot. It was City Councilwoman Sandy Sheedy who first suggested in November that the voters should have a say in whether the city leases its parking inventory to an outside company. She conducted a city-wide poll on her website in October, which indicated that 70 percent of respondents favored a public vote on a potential 50-year lease, according to Sheedy. “The (arena) plan hinges on leasing the city’s parking for 50 years,” Sheedy said Tuesday. “I think such a massive public investment warrants a public vote.”

February 8, 2012
New parking signs after neighborhood action
New parking signs have arrived in a Berkeley neighborhood that has been the focus of discontent and confusion over parking restrictions over the past few months — but not everyone thinks they are an improvement on the previous signage. In early January, we reported on efforts by residents and workers in the area surrounding Trader Joe’s in downtown Berkeley to help drivers avoid parking citations. Handmade signs warning of what they saw as poorly signalled restrictions were erected on private properties and on trees and lamposts in the neighborhood.

February 8, 2012
Columbia tests high tech parking meters 
Motorists in Downtown Columbia will soon get the chance to use their credit cards for parking meters.
Columbia City Officials are testing two systems that accept payments with credit cards, debit cards and cell phones. The first test system starts operations on Monday on 9th Street. The second system gets underway in 2 weeks on Locust Street. After 90-day trial period, city officials will choose the best system for their customers.

February 7, 2012
Sarasota's paid parking conundrum
If there is a message city commissioners have tried to send the public in recent months it is "Sarasota is open for business." The post Great Recession mantra has been echoed as the commission nixed impact fees to help spur development or asked city staff to meet face-to-face with downtown shop owners whose businesses have languished amid the down economy. But some local leaders say the message has been betrayed because elected leaders have not removed parking meters, which angry merchants say are threatening their livelihood and scaring customers away.

February 7, 2012
Free Parking? Not for Taxpayers 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel has maintained he's a steward of taxpayers' dollars, and on Tuesday sent a letter to all city department heads and agencies requesting an immediate review of all employee parking expenses paid for by the city. His action comes as NBC Chicago and the Better Government Association, in a joint report, reveal  that taxpayers are spending about $1 million each year for government employees to park in downtown garages in Chicago’s Loop. The investigation also uncovered scores of public employees who earn six-figure incomes, yet who still have their daily parking paid for with public money.

February 7, 2012
Mayor Vows Sacramento Won’t Repeat Chicago’s Parking Problems
Downtown drivers worried about their parking rates going up are now criticizing the city’s plan to finance an arena by turning parking garages over to a private company. “I think it’s a ripoff of my tax dollars,” said Dr. Neil Christianson, who uses a downtown garage. “I’m not against sports, I’m not against sports fans. I just think the people need to be taken care of first. That’s the responsibility of government.”

February 7, 2012
As parking enforcement transfers to OPD oversight, workers will have to pass new background checks
As budget cuts loom, city officials are preparing to transfer Oakland’s parking enforcement unit to the Oakland Police Department.  The transfer is intended to allow the parking enforcement staff to be trained to write tickets and accident reports, as well as become a part of OPD’s booting program—placing wheel clamps on cars that have several unpaid parking citations.  But the move may create problems for some parking enforcement technicians, critics say, because they will now have to pass a more intensive background check than the one required for their initial hire. The proposed changes to the parking enforcement unit would require current parking enforcers to undergo a background check, which includes checking their fingerprints and driver’s licenses.

February 7, 2012
Council narrowly rejects placing parking lease plan on ballot
In a vote that was closer than many expected, the Sacramento City Council narrowly rejected a request by Councilwoman Sandy Sheedy for a June ballot measure to ask voters if they want to lease public parking assets to help finance a new downtown sports arena. The council voted 5-4 against the proposal. Voting against placing Sheedy's plan on the ballot were Council members Angelique Ashby, Steve Cohn, Rob Fong Jay Schenirer and Mayor Kevin Johnson.

February 7, 2012
Developers seek city help for parking lot: Developers of the proposed new building north of the McMenamins Elks Temple in downtown Tacoma will ask the City Council today for a new agreement so they can start construction this summer 
Developers of the proposed new building north of the McMenamins Elks Temple in downtown Tacoma will ask the City Council today for a new agreement so they can start construction this summer. “The design is the same. It’s not one iota different,” developer Grace Pleasants said Monday, describing the $32 million project she and business partner Rick Moses have been working on since 2009: a mixed-use retail and housing complex atop a parking garage owned and operated by the city. Building that $10 million parking garage is one of the key questions coming before the council at today’s noon study session: Should the City of Tacoma, whose parking enterprise fund faces falling into debt in two years, build another parking garage downtown?

February 7, 2012
Kansas City Accessible-parking Sweep, St. Louis You're Next
Attorney General Chris Koster announced that 108 citations – 80 tickets and 28 warnings – were issued as part of an accessible-parking enforcement operation held in the Kansas City area on Saturday. Koster participated in the operation with Jackson County Sheriff Mike Sharp’s office, as well as the police departments of Independence, Lee’s Summit and Oak Grove. Officers from the participating law enforcement agencies patrolled shopping areas looking for vehicles that were illegally parked in handicapped-accessible parking spaces.




February 7, 2012
Crowded London Borough Uses LogiXML Embedded Analytics to Solve Parking Enforcement Problems
LogiXML, the pioneer of web-based business intelligence (BI) software, today reported that Islington Council, which provides parking enforcement and other local government services to the London Borough of Islington, reduced contract costs, reduced staff overhead, and improved customer relations within the first few months of using Logi Info, LogiXML's flagship BI solution. 

February 7, 2012
The cost of parking is frozen to help retailers
County Hall has frozen on-street car parking prices in Preston – and says it urged district councils to do the same.
Bosses at Lancashire County Council (LCC) said they decided not to increase its pay-and-display fees for Preston and Lancaster city centres this year over concern for the impact on retailers. The move comes a few weeks after Preston Council agreed to hike up prices in its off-street car parks. County Coun Tim Ashton, cabinet member for highways and transport at LCC, said he feared a rise in charges would deter people from visiting city centres, when shops were already struggling.

February 6, 2012
SF’s parking meter costs among the highest
San Francisco shares the top spot for the steepest parking meter fines in the U.S. and has the third highest hourly parking rates for metered spaces. That was the finding of a new survey by the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency that compared meter rates and fines in 40 of the nation’s cities, most of them at the center of major metropolitan areas, with a handful of smaller suburban communities and tourist hubs added to the mix.

February 6, 2012
Parking Holidays in San Mateo 
During the Holiday season this last year, Christmas Day and New Year's Day both fell on Sundays. Many, but not all, Federal, State, and local agencies also considered Monday a holiday. Where parking meters are concerned, this has led to some confusion, on the part of a few unfortunate shoppers, resulting in parking citations. Does that confusion warrant a staff report by our city employees addressing the questions along with a City Council Study Session (See attached PDF for the complete report) for a more in depth look at the supposed issue? Apparently so.

February 6, 2012
5 Things: Parking Meter Protest March Today 
Merchants and other people who oppose Sarasota Main Street electronic parking meters will march with bags over their heads to City Hall.  Merchants and other folks fed up with the electronic parking meters plan to march tonight to City Hall with brown bags over their heads with "Bag 'Em" emblazoned on them. The group plans to have a brief happy hour at Mattison's City Grille at 5 p.m. then promptly leave at 5:45 p.m. and march into the City Commission chambers in time for the 6 p.m. session where the commission will discuss the paid parking program.

February 6, 2012
Automated Robotic Parking Supplier Announces 2012 Project in Hollywood, Florida
Boomerang Systems, Inc. (otcqb:BMER) a leading designer and manufacturer of automated robotic parking and self storage systems, announces it has been contracted to supply 226 parking spaces utilizing its innovative RoboticValet(TM) Parking System in the Grand Hotel, located in Hollywood Beach, Florida. Development has just restarted after a long hiatus during which the property's current owner, Liberty Sites, Ltd., purchased the site out of foreclosure. Liberty Sites is a leading Canadian real estate developer with properties in Quebec and British Columbia. 

February 6, 2012
New Mobile Parking Map For Santa Monica
Have you ever circled around Santa Monica looking for parking only to find 'full' signs lit up?
Well a new mobile-friendly parking map has been launched that provides real-time parking availability for the City of Santa Monica’s 33 downtown and beach parking facilities.  Users can now go to www.smgov.net/mobileparkingmaps to find real time parking information using any mobile phone with an Internet connection. Through GPS technology, the site automatically centers the map to a user’s current location and displays which nearby lots have available spaces and which lots are full. 

February 6, 2012
Passive-Aggressive Scenes from the Folsom Parking Wars
It seems that tempers are flaring on Folsom Street near Ripley, just below the entrance to Bernal Heights Park. Handbills have been slipped under doormats, and posted on telephone poles. There is much grumbling afoot.
A neighbor’s original handwritten note, shown on the left above, complained about a car which had not been moved for some unspecified period of time. The recipient’s response, neatly typed on the left, gave no ground in the quarrel, while mocking the original writer for having nothing better to do.  Meow!

February 6, 2012
Free parking on Saturday . . . but morning or afternoon?
Free parking on Saturdays and half-price season tickets may soon be offered in Henley. South Oxfordshire District Council plans to reduce the cost of season tickets for drivers using the King’s Road, Greys Road and Southfields car parks from April 1. It also wants to introduce free parking on Saturday afternoons but Henley Town Council says it wants this offer to apply to Saturday mornings instead.

February 5, 2012
Lower parking revenue estimate draws concern
Some residents and city leaders are concerned parking fees on the seawall won’t generate enough revenue to pay for improving the popular recreation area, as city officials promised voters before a referendum allowing the fees. 
While the city council has not approved the vendor to manage the parking fee system, Brian Maxwell, assistant city manager, said staff recommended Central Parking System. The operator would manage a license-plate recognition system to keep track of parking on the seawall.

February 5, 2012
Big cities cautious about privatizing parking after Chicago's effort
Sacramento doesn't have many role models to follow as it tries to auction off its parking garages and meters to help finance a new sports arena. Just two major U.S. cities – Chicago and Indianapolis – have completed such privatization deals. And the biggest one, in Chicago in 2008, was a public relations nightmare. Chicagoans were outraged when meter rates soared and the machines briefly malfunctioned. The city's inspector general said the $1.15 billion price the city received was way too low. While the operating company says citizen anger has abated, the deal is still viewed in political circles as a mistake. 

February 5, 2012
Wilmington drivers offered parking pointers: Blogger applauds communication
Wilmington has issued "parking tips" to help motorists live with a ticketing policy many have denounced as extreme. The tips were compiled in the wake of a meeting between city officials and a group of Wilmington residents and businesses people who launched an online campaign against parking regulations they say are inconsistent and hard to understand. During the meeting, both sides discussed ways to make the parking and ticketing process more transparent and to hold the city accountable for making sure the process is managed as efficiently as possible.

February 5, 2012
Opening of new parking garage near Vallejo's waterfront is delayed
The new downtown parking garage is mostly complete and motorists could park inside, but the structure will not open for the public use until May, Vallejo's Public Works Director David Kleinschmidt said Friday. Meanwhile, proposed fees that Vallejo Baylink Ferry riders and others will be charged to park in the 750-space structure and surrounding surface parking lots will not be announced until late March, Kleinschimdt said. "We want to make sure we have the operation and maintenance costs accurately established so that when we propose a fee, that fee will cover our costs," Kleinschmidt said.

February 5, 2012
Lyons: Price could be problem with Sarasota's paid parking
An urban planning professor would like to help Sarasota city commissioners solve their parking meter problem.
Mostly, he'd advise them to take themselves out of the equation as soon as possible. How? As I wrote last week, three months of data show that downtown parking meters are keeping too many prime spaces empty. Too many drivers now avoid paying by parking elsewhere, and some say they do so by not coming downtown at all. That has many merchants freaking out and demanding that something be done.

February 4, 2012
The secret to finding a parking spot, guaranteed 
It's a problem that many people struggle with when heading downtown La Crosse, finding a parking spot.
Now the city and Downtown Mainstreet are working to solve that problem. Finding a parking spot actually has a bigger impact than you think. It's kind of like a cycle -- If customers can't find a parking spot downtown then businesses could potentially lose money. If they lose money, then the local economy goes down. Some say the solution to breaking the cycle could be guaranteeing yourself a parking spot.

February 4, 2012
The Watchdog: Street parking in downtown Fort Worth just got more complicated
There I stood, staring at a credit card machine newly sprouted on the sidewalk near my favorite parking spot across the street from the Star-Telegram building. The familiar one-hour parking meter was gone. I read and reread the directions on the new machine. Confusing. It felt like the first time I tried to use Facebook. I put coins in (still allowed), and the machine's digital face gave permission to park for more than the usual hour. Then a receipt popped out. The print on the receipt stated, "Use sticker on back to attach to windshield." But the directions on the machine stated that it should be stuck on the curbside window. Which is it? Front window or side?

February 4, 2012
City of Sacramento examines firms' parking bids
The 13 companies that responded to a request for firms interested in leasing city of Sacramento-owned parking operations includes several large companies specializing in parking assets, two partnerships with local ties and the largest single-profession pension plan in Canada. City staff is examining the qualifications of each firm and is scheduled to go to the City Council on Feb. 14 to narrow down the list to the most qualified companies.

February 3, 2012
Red top parking meter enforcement begins in March
The District will begin enforcing meters with distinctive red tops next month in an effort to provide parking for people with disabilities in some of the city’s commercial areas. The red top meters are reserved for drivers who display valid disability placards or license plates. These drivers can park at the meters for twice as long as the allotted time, so long as they pay for that time period. 

February 3, 2012
San Diego Looks For A Place To Park All The Cars
It’s something most of us do every single day: We jump in a car, drive someplace and then we need to find a parking space.  It’s hard to find a civic concern more universal than the need to park a car. And as San Diego’s population rises in the coming decades, it will become more and more difficult to know where we’re going to put all the cars. To understand our true demand for parking spaces, transportation specialist Alan Hoffman, principal of the Mission Group, said take your car and start to multiply it. 

February 3, 2012
NYC Parking Under Bloomberg: Bright Potential, Blighted Past
This morning Juan Gonzalez of the New York Daily News writes: The firm that built and manages the new Yankee Stadium parking garages can’t repay $237 million in tax-exempt bonds the Bloomberg administration arranged for it four years ago, new financial records show. Bronx Parking Development Company LLC is running perilously low on cash reserves and faces a looming default by the end of the year, according to a report filed Friday by a trustee for the firm’s bondholders. Time is running out, in other words, to avoid one of the biggest failures in decades of bonds issued by a New York City agency.

February 3, 2012
Manhattan parking heading for extinction as garages make way for condos
The car is waging a losing battle in New York City, the New York Times reported. And its main foe is luxury development. As demand for luxury apartments spurs development, parking garages are often sites for new buildings, and due to zoning that discourages the inclusion of parking even in new residential developments, the amount of Manhattan parking overall is declining, the Times said.

February 3, 2012
Parking fine quotas revealed by leaked council contract
Traffic wardens were ordered to give out a minimum of 306,000 parking tickets a year by a local council, a leaked contract has revealed. The document, written by Kensington and Chelsea council, ordered parking enforcement firm NSL not to let the number of parking tickets being issued fall below the annual level. It also set out a minimum quota of 15,000 wheel-clampings per annum.  Both the council and NSL deny any wrongdoing. 

February 3, 2012
Paid Parking Expansion Proposed To Fund Projects
Tough decisions will have to be made soon as Ocean City’s infrastructure concerns deepen and the Mayor and City Council reviews potential funding options including expanding paid parking throughout the resort. City appointed and elected officials furthered their discussion on options in funding an Annual Street Improvement Program during this week’s meeting. City Engineer Terry McGean returned with responses to the council’s inquiries of raising existing parking rates and possibly expanding paid parking in all areas of town. 

February 3, 2012
Petition against Breckland parking charges attracts more than 10,000 signatures
There was anger and disappointment in the district’s five market towns when Breckland Council - previously committed to free parking - agreed to spend £25,000 on a feasibility study to explore the option of charging.
It needs to save about £3.5m over the next five years and car parks cost around £350,000 a year to run, members have said. The petition was launched by Breckland Labour Group in mid December and has been signed by traders, shoppers and residents in Dereham, Swaffham, Watton, Thetford and Attleborough.

February 3, 2012
What Taxis Add to Public Transit
Last week David King, an urban planning professor at Columbia, posted to his blog a video that charts the origins and destinations of yellow cabs in New York City over a 24-hour period. The video, King explains by email, was made under his direction by graduate student Juan Francisco Saldarriaga, who animated a representative sample of 200,000 taxi trips. Think of it as the statistical equivalent to a New York City time-lapse.  

February 3, 2012
Chamber of Commerce responds to downtown Malden parking woes
Ms. Tully’s piece in last Sunday’s Globe North [“Taking the Impersonal Personally”] struck a nerve for all of us who care about a vibrant downtown in Malden. Lack of accessible and reasonably priced parking hurts businesses as well as the customers who patronize them. While parking is difficult in Malden, this problem is not unique to Malden. In meetings with my colleagues at chambers in the surrounding 25-30 cities and towns, parking in the business district is a constant issue.  

February 3, 2012
Can’t Park? Blame a Condo
EVER since the car muscled out the horse and garages supplanted stables, New York City has had a conflicted relationship with the automobile. In recent years, the car has been on the losing side. Whether it is the addition of bike lines or pedestrian plazas, a push for congestion pricing or rising tolls, the once-exalted automobile is under siege. In Manhattan the car faces yet another threat, as parking lots and garages are being snapped up to make way for all sorts of development, especially luxury condominiums. In most cases, the lost public spaces are not replaced, because zoning rules discourage developers from adding parking to new residential buildings. 

February 2, 2012
Phoenix parking-meter hours cut on weekdays, end on Saturdays
Drivers no longer have to feed the parking meter in downtown Phoenix on Saturdays or after 5 p.m. during the week. The Phoenix City Council this week voted unanimously to immediately shorten the parking-meter hours weekdays to 8 a.m.-5 p.m., instead of 8 a.m.-8 p.m., a decision cheered by several small businesses in the downtown area. The hourly charge remains $1.50.

February 2, 2012
Hobokenites Can Now Get Parking Permits Online: As part of streamlining its operations, residents can now apply for parking permits online
If only finding a parking spot would be made as easy as getting a parking permit. The city announced on Thursday that Hoboken residents will now be able to get their parking permits online. All business that needs to be conducted with Hoboken's Parking Utility will now be available online, from renewing parking permits to getting visitor passes. Residents won't have to come to City Hall for permits anymore, the city announced. Most permits can be downloaded and printed. 

February 2, 2012
District's red-top parking meters for handicapped only
If you park in a red-top meter space and you're not disabled, D.C. officials will give you a lecture on the law and a warning this month, and a ticket next month. The special meters, marked with a red top, are reserved for people with disabilities and allow for double the parking time that normal meters in the same area do. The district installed about 400 of the meters in January.

February 2, 2012
City to offer free parking Tuesday nights
At least Tuesday nights, people won’t have the parking excuse — whether it’s legit or not — as justification for avoiding downtown. On Valentine’s Day (Feb. 14), the city is planning to launch a program in which people could park at city-owned garages and lots downtown at no cost starting at 5 p.m. on Tuesday nights only. Councilman Diego Bernal said the pilot program is in direct response to feedback from his constituents as to why they don’t visit downtown more often. “We’re going to see how it goes,” Bernal said.

February 2, 2012
Private parking lots issue City of Ottawa tickets
Private parking lots in Ottawa will now issue city parking tickets as part of a new bylaw. Starting Feb. 1, all infractions at lots such as shopping malls, offices, condominiums and other private lots will receive city tickets from private parking officers. Bylaw officers will not issue the tickets. The city and private parking companies will split the revenue from most of the parking tickets issued, bylaw officials say.

February 2, 2012
Center Parking Study in the Spotlight: Tonight's meeting will put on display a market-based system of parking for Belmont 
For decades, there have been two constants when discussing parking in Belmont Center: 1. No one likes what's there now, and 2. No one likes any of the plans to change what's there now. That has been the dilemma facing planners, consultants, businesses and residents since the time when Leonard Street became Belmont's commercial hub. But as Belmont Center becomes a destination location for restaurants and as the demands for the available spaces around the Center grows, the need for a comprehensive program to satisfy these several constituencies has become paramount for the town.

February 2, 2012
How to fight a parking ticket: Councils continue to milk their parking penalty ticket 'cash cows’, so the Government must start protecting motorists
The news that London’s Westminster council was forced into a U-turn over its plans for “nightlife” parking charges earlier this month will be welcomed by motorists, restaurateurs and theatre owners. But it took expensive legal action to win a victory for common sense because the Department for Transport refused to intervene, even though the council was flagrantly breaching the guidance that had been set by successive governments. Parking has been a cash cow for councils since the early Nineties, when authorities in London took over enforcement from the police.

February 2, 2012
Parking sensors to take pain out of finding a space 
It’s a problem familiar to most of us: you circle for ages waiting to find a parking space and just when you've spotted one, someone else darts in first. Now a "parking patch" could change that by bringing together wireless sensors and mobile apps to steer drivers towards those elusive vacant spots, while also allowing traffic wardens to home in on parking offenders. Some local authorities have already started embedding radio frequency identification (RFID) tags in parking permits.

February 2, 2012
DC Parking Enforcement To Crack Down On Red Top Meter Violators
Don't park at a red top meter in D.C. without a valid disability placard or license plate. DDOT says this month parking enforcement officers will issue warning notices to people who are parked at a red top meter without displaying a valid disability placard or license plate. DDOT started putting in the red top meters in January as part of a program with the goal of improving access to D.C. businesses and services for people with disabilities. Almost 400 red top meters installed in the Central Business District and the Federal corridors in southwest D.C.

February 2, 2012
Vicki Ledsworth: City needs a parking plan
Port Huron should create a parking program for downtown that anticipates growth and development. The city is at a pivotal point in its history with a transforming landscape from the Blue Water Bridge to the Seaway Terminal. Commercial and residential opportunities abound on newly vacated water view properties where the former YMCA and county jail once stood. Desmond Landing, which stretches a mile south of the Black River along the St. Clair River, patiently awaits its river walk restoration.

February 1, 2012
Parking meter modifications coming to downtown Phoenix
The Phoenix City Council unanimously approved a measure Wednesday evening to alter the times for after-hours free parking as well as upgrades to downtown Phoenix meters. After-hours parking was approved to change from 8 p.m. to 5 p.m. in order to make the fight for downtown parking easier. Deputy City Manager Rick Naimark said the expected implementation of the new meter parking hours would begin sometime within the next few weeks.

February 1, 2012
Secretary Of State White: Ending Free Disabled Parking Is A Bad Idea
Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White is opposing an idea that would change the long-standing law that allows anyone with a handicapped parking placard to park for free all day at a metered space. As WBBM Newsradio’s Mike Krauser reports, White said Tuesday during a disabled parking placard sting in the Loop that he is going on record opposing legislation proposed by state Rep. Karen May (D-Highland Park) to do away with free meters for all but those who are physically unable to feed them.

