Parking Stories: August 8 – 15, 2013


August 15, 2013
Olmsted and the Urban Park
Many consider one of the greatest champions in urban beauty to be Frederick Law Olmsted. My career in parking has sent me to several of Olmsted’s beautiful parks around the country, including Central Park (New York City); Forest Park (Springfield, Mass.); and Cherokee Park, Iroquois Park, and Shawnee Park (Louisville, Ky). Visiting the temporary parks across downtown Louisville on Park(ing) Day 2012, I stumbled upon a space sponsored by the Olmsted Parks Conservancy. 

August 15, 2013
No parking in Seattle? There's an app for that 
With increased construction and the addition of the world's largest tunneling machine digging through downtown Seattle, parking spaces have been limited. Now the Washington State Department of Transportation is teaming up with the city and private businesses to offer 2,000 discounted parking spaces at area garages and lots. WSDOT has also created a new web app at downtownseattleparking.com. 

August 15, 2013
Downtown Detroit’s Parking Problem
The above map, produced by Data Driven Detroit, comes to us though the satirical Facebook page Michigan Needs More Parking. It shows downtown Detroit with parking highlighted in orange and red: garages in orange, surface lots in red. “We must do something about all of these non-parking blocks holding back Detroit,” writes Michigan Needs More Parking. 

August 15, 2013
Bloomington Parking Meters Bringing In $5,000 Per Day
The city of Bloomington is making about $5,000 a day off the new downtown parking meters. All of the 1,400 parking meters in downtown Bloomington have been online for less than a week, but they have already brought in nearly $30,800 as of Thursday afternoon. The money goes into a separate parking meter fund, and the Bloomington City Council decides how to spend it.

August 15, 2013
Addington: 'Nowhere to park' 
A big parking overhaul could mean hundreds of workers in the Christchurch suburb of Addington have nowhere to park their cars. The Christchurch City Council has proposed changes to parking rules in and around Lincoln Rd, including no all-day parking and the introduction of more short-term spaces. The proposal has received 547 public submissions, but it could be after October's local body elections that a final report on the proposal goes to the council table.

August 15, 2013
'Evil' parking meters won't return to Stoney Creek, councillor vows
A city plan to get more money from parking meters has Stoney Creek councillor Brad Clark on high alert. He's ready to fight off any proposal to reinstall meters in his east Hamilton suburb. There's no actual plan to do so, just a warning from city staff that parking meter revenues are down and the city will need to find new sources of parking revenue in the next budget.  

August 15, 2013
Nashua installing solar-powered parking payment stations that accept credit, debit cards 
It’s been a long time coming, but drivers in downtown Nashua soon will have a way to pay for parking that doesn’t require a fistful of change. The city has begun installing 16 new solar-powered electronic parking payment stations along Main Street this week, between the Nashua River Bridge and East Hollis Street. The parking garages on Elm Street and High Street also will be outfitted with a pair each of electronic payment devices. 

August 15, 2013
New parking rules coming for RVs and trailers
Rapid City's recreational vehicle owners may have to follow new regulations on where they can park their homes on wheels. The Legal and Finance Committee on Wednesday directed city staff to draft an ordinance requiring RVs and trailers to be parked on private drives or hard surfaces behind a property's front yard setback lines. RVs and trailers would also have to be parked so that sidewalks and streets aren't blocked and a clear view of traffic is maintained.

August 15, 2013
Caltrain Parking Fees to Increase Sept. 1
The daily parking fee at Caltrain stations will increase to $5 and the monthly fee will be $50 beginning Sept. 1, according to agency officials. The increase, which was approved the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board as part of the Fiscal Year 2014 Operating Budget, is necessary to cover the increasing cost of maintaining the parking lots.

August 15, 2013
Parking Crackdown Targets San Francisco Food Trucks
Food trucks in San Francisco’s Financial District will soon have to follow the same parking rules as everyone else, following new regulations that became law last month. The streets are packed, and parking is at a premium in the Financial District at lunchtime. But for one kind of vehicle, it doesn’t seem to be a problem. Business is brisk for many food trucks, with no apparent worries about the meter maid. 

August 14, 2013
PARK(ing) Day 2013 applications are now being accepted
PARK(ing) Day is right around the corner! On Friday, September 20, Seattleites can participate in PARK(ing) Day and help to create a walkable, livable, and healthy city. For just a few hours (from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., to be exact), anyone can convert a couple of on-street parking spaces into a temporary mini-park. Don’t miss out…apply for FREE to host a park today.

August 14, 2013
City launches new visitor parking pass system for Columbia Heights, other parts of Ward 1 
If you've ever had a visitor in town with a car, you may have noticed that parking for them can be tough: odds are they'll get ticketed. Formerly you could get short-term parking passes for visitors, but you had to to go the police station to do it, and even then it was tricky. The city is trying to remedy that with a new system, which applies to any area with residential parking permits, plus ANCs 1A, 1B, and 1C, which cover our area.

August 14, 2013
No Parking Signs Lead To Tickets
Residents of one Cincinnati neighborhood are learning a hard lesson in urban living. When the city cleans the streets, you have to move your car. But, as Local 12's Paula Toti reports, some lessons are learned more easily than others. Temporary no parking signs must go up at least 14 hours before work begins, but no more than 24 hours in advance, by city ordinance. The short notice led to numerous $50 tickets for residents in Corryville.

August 14, 2013
Back Bay businesswoman used valet spot of her own
Other drivers circle the block in frustration as they look for parking in the Back Bay, but not Lisa Saunders. The businesswoman, part of the family that owned the Park Plaza Hotel for decades, always had a prime city-owned parking spot waiting for her black Cadillac right in front of her office at 20 Park Plaza. Saunders’ parking space was marked “tow zone” and “valet parking only,” but city parking enforcement officers didn’t write a ticket for Saunders’ vehicle even when she left it there all day. 

August 14, 2013
City now taking Park(ing) Day applications
Park(ing) Day is an annual celebration of the power and potential of public space. For one day, people turn an on-street parking space into a tiny park. Let your imagination run wild: What would you like to see in your city? The application for a spot is not the easiest thing in the world, but get working on it today so you have it ready to go by the August 30 deadline.

August 14, 2013
Signs of the times
One warm evening in June, Ken and Jerri Stoddard drove their Winnebago RV up NW Leary Way in search of a place to park. The Stoddards, who live in their RV, have to move to a new street parking spot every three days in order to avoid getting a ticket. They headed toward a favorite spot between 11th Avenue NW and 14th Avenue NW, where a big-leaf oak stretches its branches halfway across NW Leary Way, providing cool cover in summer.

August 13, 2013
My Worst Nightmare: The Parking Death Spiral
This term “death spiral” conjures up images of nothing good in my mind. As a kid, I had a frequent nightmare about jumping off the bridge of a huge ship and spiraling downward without being able to stop my free-fall. Luckily, I’d always wake before hitting the water, where I’d certainly perish. In a real death spiral, the thing spiraling (organization, state, business, or person) continues a downward progression that only accelerates as conditions worsen. Mounting inertia grows, making revival nearly impossible.

August 13, 2013
Park Raving Mad: Off-street quotas are just made up
Off-street parking quotas are on the books in every city in Cascadia, because they are politically expedient. But the specific quotas—two spaces per apartment or ten per 1,000 square feet of retail floor space, for example—are based on little or nothing. Cities just make them up, then state them with precision, as UCLA professor of urban planning Donald Shoup has documented in The High Cost of Free Parking (see chapter 2).

August 13, 2013
Toronto parking ticket contested 8 years ago still waiting for day in court
It’s the parking ticket that just won’t go away. In 2005, Mahmood-Reza Arab was ticketed for being too close to a fire hydrant. He contested the ticket, but in the eight years since still hasn’t had a court date scheduled. He’s not been found guilty, hasn’t paid the $100 fine and can’t believe that he’s had to wait this long to argue his case. “All these years, I’ve been calling,” he said. “It’s not right.” Arab is not alone. 

August 13, 2013
Lafayette to take back Fifth Street garage in new parking paradigm
Starting Jan. 1, you will have to take a good hard look at the photographic evidence before disputing a parking ticket in Lafayette. The city will be acquiring GPS-based digital equipment and hiring two full-time employees to enforce parking restrictions and operate the city garage on Fifth Street at South Street. Mayor Tony Roswarski and Dennis Carson, economic development director, presented the plan to the parking commission Monday.

August 13, 2013
Venice reverse-angled parking plan criticized
Will the solution be worse than the problem? That is the question some drivers — and even the mayor — are asking after hearing about this city's plan to create more parking spots in its busy downtown. The plan, approved Tuesday for a test site in front of City Hall, calls for reverse-angled spots that drivers would back into, replacing the current parallel parking spots. 




August 13, 2013
Downtown Kingston parking plans underway
When it comes to downtown Kingston, parking remains a problem. Just ask deli owner Rachel Herring. “A lot of customers will drive right on by if there’s nowhere to park,” said Rachel’s Deli owner Rachel Herring. She says while business is good, convenient parking spaces are few and far between, leaving even her scrambling to get to her shop. “Sometimes I have to park as far as underneath the bridge,” said Herring. 

August 13, 2013
Night parking in Milwaukee? There’s an app for that
It’s one of the quirks of parking on a city street: before you put your car to bed for the night, you need to tuck it in with the Department of Public Works. City ordinance requires night parking permission for any car left on a public parking space between the hours of 2 and 6 a.m. In the past, that’s meant buying a window sticker, calling a phone number or using a city website to make your car street legal.

August 12, 2013
Can Atlanta Solve Its Transit Problems by Taxing Parking? 
In the aftermath of the disappointing defeat of a one-cent regional sales tax transportation measure, the city council is considering two measures to raise transportation revenue, one being a parking tax based on a Georgia Tech masters thesis. Marshall Willis may have only dreamed when he began writing his masters thesis, "Structuring an Equitable Parking Tax" for the School of City and Regional Planning at the Georgia Institute of Technology that it would potentially become a policy-making document for the Atlanta City Council. 

August 12, 2013
Two men who racked up $175G each in unpaid tickets are among NYC’s most brazen parking scofflaws
Two guys who racked up nearly $350,000 in unpaid parking tickets between them have made the Top 10 list of worst scofflaws in the city, according to data obtained by The Post. The worst offender on the list — which includes mainly businesses — is a New Jersey-based wholesale dairy company that delivers products to supermarkets throughout the area. 

August 12, 2013
State Has Defined Handicap Parking since ‘83
Hi, I'm curious when the handicap tags and the special parking spots were started. I know you have the answer. 
Yes, C., we do have the answer. According to David House, media contact for the Department of Motor Vehicles in Salem, the special handicap tags were approved by the Oregon Legislature in 1983. The special placards and parking spaces were then issued in September 1985, he said. 

August 12, 2013
Residents fork out £1 million in parking fines
MOTORISTS have shelled out more than £1 million in parking fines in just three years. The information on the council cash cow, released following a Freedom of Information request, was labelled as "outrageous" by drivers, who criticised the heavy-handed and mercenary manner in which some traffic wardens doled out tickets.

August 12, 2013
Get tougher on disabled parking cheaters
For drivers with disabilities, one sight is almost guaranteed to send their blood pressure soaring: a healthy looking young person bouncing out of a car after taking the last disabled parking spot. Yes, some people have disabilities that aren’t readily visible. But we’ve all seen instances where a person using a disabled parking placard or driving a car with a handicapped license plate was obviously not disabled. 




August 12, 2013
Parking meters to be painted
Later this year, parking meters in downtown Schuylkill Haven could be painted a variety of colors. At a meeting Wednesday, the borough council gave the OK to proceed with the project. Nena Mazzei-Schmidt, executive director of the Walk-In Art Center, said 12 parking meters will be decorated. "It's going to be a really great project," she said. The start of work depends on the weather. 

August 12, 2013
Action Line: Malfunctioning parking meters could cause problems for drivers
When it comes to parking in a metered stall, every second counts. In some cases, it could cost drivers a ticket. At the privately run meters on Kona Street, AMPCO tells drivers they face the cost of a tow if time runs out. But are drivers getting all that they pay for? That’s what a viewer who called Action Line wanted to know. She put in money for one hour and set her phone alarm for 50 minutes so she would be back in time to add more coins. 

August 12, 2013
Waging A 'No Parking' War Along Malibu's Beaches
A trip to Malibu is the perfect getaway during your summer vacation. But good luck finding a place to park. Some Malibu residents place fake "No Parking" signs along the coast to keep tourists off of public beaches. And it's not just a problem in Malibu. A bill in the California Legislature would allow the state's Coastal Commission to start cracking down on the 600 backlogged public access violations along the coast.

August 12, 2013
Gatto’s ‘California Broken Parking Meter Ticket’ Law Signed by Gov. Brown 
Assemblyman Mike Gatto’s (D-Los Angeles) legislation to prohibit local governments from fleecing motorists who park at broken parking meters was signed by Governor Brown. Gatto introduced the bill in January 2013 due to outrage, both popular and personal, at cities who were changing their parking laws to make them unfair to motorists. The measure will ensure cities such as Los Angeles fix their broken meters in a responsive and timely manner by prohibiting them from ticketing cars parked at such meters.

August 12, 2013
Winter Springs extends on-street parking
Winter Springs residents are free to continue parking their cars on most residential streets, at least for another six months. Commissioners decided Monday to continue not enforcing the city's unusual and decades-old ban on curbside parking in most of Winter Springs' neighborhoods through February to give the Police Department more time to study the effects of allowing parking.

August 12, 2013
Crescent Park gets a ban on overnight parking
Crescent Park residents seeking a cure for their parking pains received a Band-Aid on Monday night, when Palo Alto officials banned overnight parking at a particularly congested section of the neighborhood. The ban, which the City Council passed unanimously, aims to address a recent intrusion into the residential neighborhood from East Palo Alto, where residents dealing with their own parking shortages routinely cross the Newell Street bridge and park across the border. 

August 11, 2013
A Logical Approach to Reforming Parking Policy
The United States has hundreds of millions more parking spaces than it needs. As a result of this excessive supply, mandated by local government regulations across the country, acreage worth billions of dollars is tied up in unproductive land use. So-called “free” parking really isn’t free. It drives up the cost of housing, especially for lower-income Americans, makes commercial space more expensive than it otherwise need be and makes it difficult to build walkable communities.


August 11, 2013
Residents miffed by 6 a.m. parking ban: Measure is a courtesy to construction crews
Uptown Hobokenites were forced to wake up earlier to move their cars last week, as parking was banned from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Twelfth Street between Willow Avenue and Bloomfield Street due to a city construction project repaving the road. And though parking is rarely considered a new issue in town, this particular project caused a significant amount of uproar from residents, who were outraged that they were forced to move their vehicles by 6 a.m. even though a city ordinance bars construction before 8 a.m.

August 11, 2013
467 metered parking spaces proposed for N. Fourth Avenue in Tucson
The city could install as many as 467 metered parking spaces on or near North Fourth Avenue next year. A consultant working for Parkwise recommends Tucson install 245 one- to two-hour parking spaces along Fourth Avenue between Second Street and Ninth Street, with an additional 209 unrestricted parking spaces, mostly along some side streets. 

August 11, 2013
Downtown parking crunch hits diners
Nearly every Saturday night for the last two months, John Akar has taken a phone call from at least one would-be customer who needed to cancel their reservation. The reason for the abrupt cancellations, which Akar said can range from a few customers to as many as 10, has nothing to do with the service or the fact the customer is running late, however. Instead, the customer's reason appears to have everything to do with parking.

August 11, 2013
District residents can apply for free visitor parking passes
District residents living in the city’s densest and most parking-scarce neighborhoods will soon be able to apply for a free visitor parking pass, D.C. transportation officials announced last week. The surprise move has raised neighborhood concerns about possible abuse and further erosion of curbside parking for city residents. In recent years, the District’s transportation department has mailed free passes to all households in some neighborhoods as a pilot project. 

August 10, 2013
Tax free weekend parking violations
While the state allows you to get away without paying sales tax this weekend, you can't get out of breaking the parking laws while you shop. Travis County Constables are patrolling shopping center parking lots all weekend. They say parking spots become increasingly hard to find during such holidays as tax free weekend and Black Friday. Bargain shoppers, constables say, are notorious for breaking the rules and parking in a disabled spot even though they don't qualify.

August 10, 2013
MAP: Major review of Plymouth parking charges
SHOPPERS will be able to park for free for up to 15 minutes in the West End of Plymouth. And a new 30-minute stay in pay and display bays right across the city is to be introduced as part of a shake-up of parking. As reported in The Herald last week, Plymouth City Council is overhauling its parking tariffs. Proposals include a free 15-minute parking period in the city centre's West End to support independent traders, whose customers usually want to pop in for just one or two items.

August 10, 2103
Officials crack down on illegal parking in handicapped spots 
Authorities stepped up enforcement during the busy tax-free weekend. Officials in the Travis County Constable's Office, Precinct Five, wrote tickets for expired and misused handicapped placards in an effort to crackdown on abuse of the spots. The Constable's Office said they chose this weekend to increase enforcement due to busy parking lots on tax-free weekend and to increase awareness. 

August 10, 2013
Newton to consider parking for commercial vehicles
The Town Council will take public comment Monday, Aug. 12, on a proposed ordinance that would ban parking of any commercial vehicles and trailers on residential property within the town. The hearing will take place during the council’s 7 p.m. meeting in the Municipal Building at 39 Trinity St. After the hearing, the council could take a final vote on the ordinance amendments, which also would prohibit parking any vehicles in front yards of residential properties as well as defining what a commercial vehicle is and clarifying the grandfather clause.

August 10, 2013
Seaside considers residential parking permits
Seaside could make parking near home easier for city residents. The city is in the process of developing a residential-parking permit program, which would allow residents to ask the city to set up neighborhoods where parking would be by permit only. It is one of two moves under way that came out of a 2009 study of citywide parking conditions. 

August 10, 2013
Controversy Surrounds New D.C. Parking Permits
A D.C. council member says new proposed parking permits for visitors to the city could create more headaches for drivers. Right now, a non-resident can park in zoned areas for two hours. Visitor passes require a trip to the local police station, for a vehicle-specific permit that's only valid for a certain period of time. The District Department of Transportation has proposed a new plan -- a renewable, one-year "visitor" permit given to every household.

August 10, 2013
Parking violations can be costly 
Parking violations in Norman are generating an increasing number of complaints. Whether it’s parking in yards — with an exception for OU home football game days — cars blocking sidewalks, parking at yellow curbs, parking in bike lanes or any other violation listed in city code, drivers need to be aware of these violations when parking.
Illegal parking in residential yards continues to particularly be a source of many complaints received by Code Compliance. 

August 10, 2013
Study Details SFpark's Surprising Results 
The preliminary results are in for America's most ambitious experiment in demand-based parking pricing. Among the surprises: the average price at the spaces participating in San Francisco's pioneering program actually declined by 1 percent. "SFpark, which uses 'smart meters' and ground sensors to measure parking occupancy and adjust prices accordingly, is providing valuable lessons for San Francisco and cities around the world that want to reduce the amount of time drivers spend cruising the streets for a parking space," reports Aaron Bialick.

August 9, 2013
Wise Beyond Your Field
A good friend recently paid me a huge compliment when he gave me the book, Wise Beyond Your Field: How Creative Leaders Out Innovate to Out Perform, by Nancy K. Napier and “The Gang.” The compliment was that my friend thought I already exemplified many of the approaches in the book. The “gang” referenced above includes a very interesting and diverse set of successful leaders from different fields, including the Ada County (Boise, Idaho) Sheriff’s Office, the Boise State University football program, advertising firm Drake Cooper, Healthwise, The Idaho Shakespeare Festival, the Trey McIntyre Project, and WhiteCloud Analytics.

August 9, 2013
Update on parking options for Waterfront + Pioneer Square
With summer tourism and peaking downtown traffic peaking, and with Bertha breaking new ground right under downtown Seattle, several efforts are in play to ensure parking in the Waterfront and Pioneer Square neighborhoods is still easy, accessible and affordable despite construction in that area, thus mitigating impact to businesses. Last week, in partnership with the City of Seattle, WSDOT announced the following updates:

August 9, 2013
Dells BID debates parking meter enforcement
The Wisconsin Dells Business Improvement Committee will be discussing parking and parking meter enforcement at its future meetings. BID Chairman, Alderperson Jesse DeFosse broached the subject at the committee’s meeting Monday, saying that business owners and local residents had approached him about downtown parking with both positive and negative comments. He said he thought the BID should have an opinion on the subject.

August 9, 2013
DDOT adopts idiotic visitor parking policy
Those of you who read the Georgetown Metropolitan regularly may remember a series of meetings held earlier this year about parking. The intent of these meetings was to suss out what problems Georgetowners have with parking and to then design possible solutions. Some ideas were batted around. They included requiring visitors to Georgetown to pay to park even on the side streets. 

August 9, 2013
iPhone App: Park Safe Deciphers L.A.’s Confusing Parking Problems
It's a nightmare for anyone, but particularly for those who live or work in busy city downtown areas or urban centers.  You're racing to get somewhere and you're trying to find a place to park, often in an unfamiliar area.  Finally, you land a spot and go do your thing…only to come back to find a nice juicy parking ticket under your wiper blade.  

August 9, 2013
Parking meter opponents to gather more signatures
Opponents of parking meters in downtown Salem will have petitions back on the street soon. Chief petitioner Carole Smith said that a review of petitions circulated earlier indicate that the opponents will need more valid signatures to put the issue on the May 2014, ballot. They collected 8,000 signatures earlier this summer and needed 5,700 to achieve their objective. 

August 9, 2013
Special Parking Permits for RV street parking 
The rain has stopped and the water has returned to normal but the Calgary flood of 2013 continues to affect many. For some people, the flood has meant they cannot return to live in their homes. Some have found accommodations with friends or family and others have found service providers to assist with their temporary housing needs. Still, some people are able to, and choose to, reside in their recreational vehicles. 

August 9, 2013
Five of the World's Most Expensive Parking Spaces
A parking space in London is on the market for whopping $465,000, putting to shame anyone who complains about the going rates for New York City's shoebox-sized apartments. To put the price into perspective, $465,000 can buy you a four-bedroom house in Kansas City, according to NBC News. The 11 by 12 feet of space in the exclusive Hyde Park Gardens area, however, is not the first parking space to come with a hefty price tag.

August 9, 2013
San Francisco parking officers now snapping shots of your infractions 
Drivers angry about receiving parking tickets have a new reason to think twice before contesting citations: It's likely the parking control officer who wrote the ticket has photographic evidence of the infraction. The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, which manages parking in The City, issued a directive to its parking control officers July 10 mandating that they photograph most types of infractions, including blocking of driveways, parking on sidewalks, violating temporary and construction zone parking restrictions, failure to curb wheels on grades, and red- and blue-zone infractions.

August 9, 2013
Parking issues spur more debate: Some want city to again ban overnight parking
Depending on how you look at it – and who you ask – the City of Burlington’s switch a few years back in regulations for overnight parking was either a terrific change, or a huge mistake. Even the City Council couldn’t come to a consensus on which it was Tuesday night. In a discussion of possibly moving away from the odd/even side parking currently allowed to a “no parking” rule with exceptions being granted, about the only thing anyone seemed able to agree on Tuesday night was that both methods were flawed.

August 9, 2013
Parking: why “park heading in”? 
You pull into one of the 7,512 parking spaces available throughout the Village in a municipal parking lot and see a "Park Heading In" sign. The spaces aren’t diagonal and no permits are required. Why, you wonder, is it against Village law to pull my vehicle straight through to the second space and park? Many people prefer to face their vehicle forward as it makes for easier egress. 

August 9, 2013
Handicapped parking violators beware
Tax-free weekend and back-to-school shopping are not the easiest trips to make, but that does not mean you can cut corners when it comes to parking. Beware. Law enforcement will be watching closely. Travis County Constable Precinct 5 says it will have 23 officers and 50 sworn-volunteers looking for people parking illegally in handicapped spaces. Keep in mind – it is a $500 fine.

August 8, 2013
New Downtown Parking Meters Take Drivers into the Digital Age
Just in time for the upcoming UGA football season, the Athens Clarke County Commission has approved the purchase of 510 high tech parking meters for downtown Athens. The county will spend $242,652 in SPLOST funds on the new gizmos. No more parking for free at the broken or missing meters. Instead, you'll be able to pay for parking with coins, bills, credit cards, debit cards--or heck, even your smart phone. 

August 8, 2013
goBerkeley parking rules get final public review (for now)
The final recommendations for a new program aimed to curb carbon emissions and improve the “parking experience” in three commercial districts around town were presented in several community meetings this month.
goBerkeley is a three-year pilot program designed to reduce emissions and parking congestion; as part of the program, the city will adjust its parking rates in three business districts — the downtown, the Telegraph area south of campus, and the Elmwood. The changes are slated to go into effect in October, and to last for at least a year.

August 8, 2013
Parking tax? Why not? Cash to build transit, bike lanes, and sidewalks won't fall from the sky
A little over one year ago, metro Atlanta voters walked into the ballot booth and overwhelmingly shot down the TSPLOST, a 1 percent sales tax that would've raised billions of dollars in funding for new transit, roads, bridges, and other transportation fixes in the 10-county region. Hopes for transit along the Atlanta Beltline, bus–rapid transit between Midtown and Cumberland Mall, and rail from Lindbergh to Emory University quickly disappeared. 

August 8, 2013
DC visitor parking pass program lurches citywide
DC's program of handing out free visitor parking passes will expand citywide, the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) announced today. This isn't, however, the result of thoughtful planning about how to fix problems with parking. Instead, the agency is slouching toward a messy parking policy because it can't manage to develop a good one. 

