Parking Stories from Non-Seattle Jurisdictions: April 6 – 12, 2012 


April 12, 2012
St. Petersburg to review parking rules after Rays fans towed from permitted lot
City officials are meeting today to discuss whether to tweak rules about temporary parking lots after more than a dozen Rays fans were towed from a legitimately permitted lot on opening day. Fourteen people parked in Lot 79, located at the southeast corner of First Avenue N and 15th Street, between 2 and 3 p.m. Friday, police said. All believed the private lot, listed on the city's map as approved for special events, was official. All found their cars gone when the game was over and had to pay about $100 to get them back. 

April 12, 2012
Albany city parking permit system nears approval
The city's long-awaited downtown residential permit parking system is poised to become law Monday night.
City lawmakers reached consensus Wednesday to divide the issue in two pieces, voting on the legislation creating the system Monday and waiting until next month to approve a separate resolution designating the specific streets to be subject to it.

April 12, 2012
Parking meters planned for 28 streets in Weston-super-Mare
People who currently park for free outside their own homes in the centre of Weston-super-Mare will soon have to pay for the privilege. North Somerset Council is to install parking meters on 28 streets in the town centre where people will have to pay £1.20 an hour six days a week to park.

April 12, 2012
Mayor: City needs second parking garage
Mayor Eric Spear on Wednesday affirmed his support for building a new municipal parking garage in the downtown and encouraged passage of a series of proposed changes he said will help solve the city's parking problems. Spear told the Portsmouth Herald editorial board that the best way the city can manage parking in the near term is to follow through with a series of proposals related to management of existing parking and the creation of new parking spaces.

April 12, 2012
Grand Rapids parking meter rates could rise 50 cents an hour
Metered parking rates throughout much of downtown Grand Rapids would rise 50 cents per hour under a proposal up for approval next month. Short-term rates in the city’s parking ramps would jump 25 cents, to $1.25 per half-hour, and daily maximums and monthly fees also would increase for some ramps and lots.

April 11, 2012
Lynchburg's paid on-street parking idea nixed
In an unexpected move, the Lynchburg Parking Authority voted to suspend all consideration of its controversial paid on-street parking plan. During a meeting Tuesday, authority members said the hotly debated issue became a distraction. “To create something that is going to be continually a lightning rod for people would be counterproductive at this point, I think,” said City Councilman Randy Nelson, one of two council members on the parking authority.

April 11, 2012
Parking remains sore point
Downtown shoppers still are confused and irritated about new parking fees at one of the city's downtown parking lots, merchants say. At a meeting hosted by the city last month, downtown business owners said customers have complained that the signage and payment kiosk at the Augusta Street lot are confusing. The loss of 16 spaces for reserve parking has also frustrated customers, merchants said.
April 11, 2012
Fake parking permits a concern for University Police, UTAPS 
Sacramento State Police and University Transportation and Parking Services are working together to resolve the issue of fraudulent parking permits being sold to students. Cpl. Scott Christian said University Police is already looking into the matter since two students were caught with fraudulent permits last week. “Our department is currently investigating the case to determine how the fraudulent permits were obtained, and in particular, who produced them,” Christian said.

April 11, 2012
UPDATED: Steve's Quality Market Fighting City Hall Over Parking Meters 
Steve's Quality Market at 36 Margin St. has collected almost 3,000 signatures in opposition to plans by the city of Salem to replace signs that limit parking to 15 minutes in spaces in front and beside the store with four-hour parking meters. “We are humbled and overwhelmed at the response,” said Jodie Fenton, who is part of the family that has owned the market for more than 100 years. “People who are not even customers come in and ask to sign the petition.”

April 11, 2012
Why will parking against the flow of traffic get you a ticket in Winooski?
When I moved to Winooski last year, one of the first things my new neighbors warned me about was parking against the flow of traffic. It’s illegal in Winooski, they said, and you may get ticketed for it. I had never given much thought to parking “left to curb,” as the cops call it, but, like most things parking-ticket related, this seemed, well, unfair. 

April 11, 2012
La Vergne codes director fired amid street parking dispute
La Vergne Codes Director Derek Beard was fired Monday in the wake of a disagreement with other officials about parking rules in the city. Beard, an employee of 16 years, said he tried to do his job by the book — the code book — when it came to enforcing rules. The way he reads it, city code allows residents to park on streets except in select areas.

April 11, 2012
Richmond to replace parking meters
If you park in downtown Richmond, get ready for a new way to feed the meter. The city will replace some meters in the Central Business District with pay stations starting April 23. The pay stations accept credit cards, debit cards, cash and coins. You'll have to place a receipt in the windshield to verify that you've paid. Parking enforcement officers will be available to help drivers who have questions, according to a press release from the City.

April 11, 2012
No more free ride: Parking in Central Moscow to be metered
Driving in the capital will soon turn even more expensive, as parking in the center of Moscow will soon become metered – for the first time in the city's history. According to the new rules, parking inside the Boulevard Ring will cost drivers 50 rubles ($2). Those who did not pay will be fined $10 to $100, receiving notification by post. The idea is to have a trial run in autumn, with a full rollout starting next year. The trial parking places will function at Teatralnaya Square and in the Petrovka and Karetny Ryad streets.  

April 11, 2012
Downtown Bismarck’s parking problems too big to ignore
John Lengenfeld and a couple of his buddies drove around in circles one recent Friday night before they gave up on finding a parking space along any of the streets in downtown Bismarck. So they cheated – sort of. “We finally said screw it and parked in the Fiesta Villa lot, went in, had one drink so they wouldn’t tow us and then went out to the bar we were planning on going to,” Lengenfeld said. “I don’t know how the city expects to see any more economic development down here unless they fix the parking problem. It’s getting really bad.”
As recommended by Concord’s Comprehensive Long Range Plan and West Concord Master Plan, the town of Concord is undertaking a Comprehensive Parking Study beginning this spring. The project is focused on both Concord Center (which includes the Thoreau Street/Depot area) and West Concord, and will also address parking concerns by the ponds and recreational areas. The purpose of the effort is to address residents’ concerns, protect the economy of the business areas, ensure safety, and improve circulation.
As recommended by Concord’s Comprehensive Long Range Plan and West Concord Master Plan, the town of Concord is undertaking a Comprehensive Parking Study beginning this spring. The project is focused on both Concord Center (which includes the Thoreau Street/Depot area) and West Concord, and will also address parking concerns by the ponds and recreational areas. The purpose of the effort is to address residents’ concerns, protect the economy of the business areas, ensure safety, and improve circulation.

April 10, 2012
Morgan Stanley Lines Up to Bid for Harrisburg Parking
Morgan Stanley, CBRE Global Investors and Guggenheim Partners LLC are among eight contenders to buy or lease the parking system of Harrisburg, the insolvent Pennsylvania capital coping with more than $300 million in debt. 
The city sought the bids as part of a court-approved plan to deal with obligations of more than five times its general- fund budget. 

April 10, 2012
BlackBerry NFC and City Parking Meters Makes Life Easier and Cities Better
Parking is a huge pain for both city residents and tourists. For residents, city parking seems like a tax grab as residents are already paying a lot in taxes and a $40 parking ticket is a slap in the face. For tourists, it’s going to hurt the visitor’s experience if they can’t find parking or end up with a ticket. With NFC you can now interact with many parking meters, including those in Ottawa, Canada.

April 10, 2012
Wilkes-Barre City exploring lease of parking assets
Wilkes-Barre residents might need to bring a few extra quarters to the parking meter or shell out a few more dollars for parking in city lots if a new proposal gains traction. Mayor Tom Leighton announced Monday that the city is exploring a possible lease of parking assets. Leighton said he hopes the move would help raise at least $20 million to help the city hire more police, pave roads and spruce up local eyesores.

April 10, 2012
More Parking Meters Coming to West Campus?
The City of Austin may soon install additional parking meters in the West Campus area. University Area Partners, a West Campus coalition of businesses, property owners and neighbors, has requested that meters be installed to relieve traffic congestion in the area. Property owners say students and UT employees who park there causing a parking shortage. 

April 10, 2012
Ann Arbor DDA counting on $2M increase in parking revenue to get through next year
The Ann Arbor Downtown Development Authority is planning to dip another $2 million into its cash reserves to get through a deficit budget in the next fiscal year. At the same time, DDA officials are predicting a $2 million — or 12.5 percent — jump in parking revenues due to rate increases and growing demand. DDA officials presented the authority's budget for 2012-13 during an Ann Arbor City Council work session Monday night. The new fiscal year starts July 1.

April 10, 2012
Arnold may end on-street, handicapped parking
Losing their handicapped parking spot on Ridge Avenue in Arnold means that one day, Susan Waddell may have to push her husband's wheelchair up a steep hill to their home. "It's nice to know that when I go somewhere that space will be there in front of my house," said Waddell, 65, whose husband, John, suffered a stroke and has congestive heart failure. He can walk just a few feet at a time, she said.

April 10, 2012
Lorel Partners with Park Assist to Develop an iPad(R)-based Sales Application 
Lorel Marketing Group (Lorel), a full-service marketing agency, and Park Assist, a global leader in intelligent parking guidance technologies, today announced the successful launch of a tablet-based solution that provides Park Assist's sales team with an efficient method of accessing the latest sales and marketing materials in order to streamline their sales process.




April 10, 2012
Overnight Parking Regulations May be Scrapped 
Haddonfield commissioners are considering scrapping overnight parking regulations in the borough.
The hours it takes to enforce a ban on overnight parking might not be worth the effort, officials said recently. Current regulations require cars to be off most borough streets from 2 to 5 a.m. Residents who don’t have off-street parking or have too many vehicles to fit into driveways must apply for a paid permit for up to two vehicles per household.

April 10, 2012
New Financing May Help Cities Adopt Smart Parking
Cities may find it easier to upgrade their parking infrastructure thanks to a new round of financing that allows them to install a smart parking system on a “pay as you go” basis. We first told you about Streetline back in 2010, when they were finishing pilot tests in Los Angeles. With sensors and wireless connectivity, the company’s technology turns dumb parking meters into a meshed network of smart devices that can interact with smartphones for mobile payment and reservations, and city data centers for tracking and analysis. Since then, they’ve increased their funding and installed Streetline on meters in Texas, California, North Carolina, New York, Indiana and Maryland.

April 10, 2012
Threat of getting boot causes city's parking revenue to soar
The city of Montgomery’s decision to give drivers with delinquent parking tickets the boot is paying off — literally.
From January through March, the city of Montgomery has collected $106,000 in parking ticket fines, compared to the $45,000 in parking fines during the same period in 2011.

April 9, 2012
Cardinals could sue Glendale over loss of parking
The Arizona Cardinals are accusing cash-strapped Glendale of financial mismanagement and could sue the city over the loss of parking for roughly 9,000 of the team's ticket-holders at Westgate City Center near University of Phoenix Stadium. Glendale, which has spent heavily to try to keep the Phoenix Coyotes in neighboring Jobing.com Arena, is working with the team on a solution to the dispute, Mayor Elaine Scruggs said.

April 9, 2012
Parking Study Shows Large Vacancy Rate 
A parking study conducted by Kensington town staff shows that on average the town has about a 46 percent vacancy rate in public spaces. Town Manager Sanford W. Daily said on six separate occasions, including weekdays and one weekend, town staff counted parking spaces in the town’s public lots as well as the numerous privately-owned lots in Kensington and marked them as vacant or in use.

April 9, 2012
Greensboro Drivers To Pay For Parking In Decks After 9pm
Drivers in Greensboro, or those who visit the city, will need to bring some extra cash for parking fees after certain hours. Monday, the City of Greensboro's Department of Transportation announced that as of April 1, it is implementing a new after-hours parking meter payment system for the four City-owned parking decks .

April 9, 2012
Celebs grab last coveted Hamptons beach-parking permits
The Hamptons’ most star-studded summer guest list is already full. Boasting celebrities ranging from race-car driver Jeff Gordon to actress Gwyneth Paltrow to singer Jimmy Buffett, East Hampton Village’s sold-out beach-parking permit list reads more like a celebrity magazine than a municipal document. After selling out the allotted 2,900 non-resident permits in record time this year, East Hampton officials are still getting bombarded by boldfaced beach-lovers who were too late on the draw to land one of the coveted $325 stickers.


April 9, 2012
Parking changes on city’s agenda 
Free public parking downtown could be more readily available for shoppers soon if the Norman City Council approves a resolution directing the city to stripe and sign the downtown parking lot at 121 N. Peters Ave. as needed to preserve 78 spaces for short-term parking. 

April 9, 2012
Pols push park, pay & move
The City Council is set to fast-track new legislation that would allow drivers to use unexpired muni-meter time at multiple spots citywide without the worry of being ticketed, The Post has learned. The new bill — which has the key support of both Council Speaker Christine Quinn (D-Manhattan) and Mayor Bloomberg — would let drivers purchase time from a muni-meter on a street anywhere in the city, keep the receipt and then continue to use any remaining amount on another street. 

April 9, 2012
The City of Austin Selects OTI's EasyPark(TM) System to Offer Flexible and Convenient Parking Access for Drivers
On Track Innovations Ltd. ("OTI")  announced today that the City of Austin had announced that OTI America Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of OTI, was selected for the deployment of EasyPark(TM) electronic parking management and payment system. EasyPark will simplify the process of paying for parking in the City of Austin. Austin, the capital of Texas and the 14th most populous city in the U.S. with a population of 790,000, is the first major U.S. city to adopt the EasyPark system.

April 9, 2012
Citi Partners with Streetline and IBM to Provide $25 Million Financing for Cities to Adopt Smart Parking Technology
Citi, IBM and Streetline, Inc. today announced a $25 million Citi credit facility extended to Streetline, in collaboration with IBM, to fund innovation in parking and help transform cities for the future. As the majority of the world’s population moves to metropolitan areas, key city systems, including city streets and parking resources, are being strained to the breaking point. 

April 9, 2012
The Progression of Parking Signs: A History of Parking Signs in America
Few technological innovations have done more to spur economic growth, grow infrastructure, and improve the American way of life than the invention of the automobile, which also sparked the rise of many secondary industries. One such secondary industry which evolved alongside the traffic and road systems in the 20th century was Parking Sign Manufacturing. Parking Signs started as incredibly simple products, and some today are still very simple, but over time, parking signs have become increasingly intricate and specific. 

April 8, 2012
Downtown Boise parking meters go modern
New meters near 8th and Bannock take credit and debit cards. The meters, also on Capitol Boulevard in front of City Hall, went in Thursday and cover one parking space apiece. They’re part of a pilot project that ends in June.
Another set covering a half-block of spaces per meter will go on Broad Street between 9th Street and Capitol Boulevard later this week. Each space will have a corresponding number on the meter. 

April 8, 2012
Whitefish Grapples With Downtown Parking
Business owners, visitors and city officials say lack of parking is a growing concern in downtown Whitefish. That much is known. But what isn’t known is precisely how to address the issue. At a work session on March 19, the Whitefish City Council reviewed options to alleviate parking concerns. Citing the city’s downtown master plan, councilors discussed the possibility of building a parking deck above the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway lot north of the O’Shaughnessy Center, a multi-level parking structure at the lot at Spokane Avenue and Second Street and other proposals.

April 8, 2012
Easter Is Not a Holiday From Feeding Parking Meters 
The City of Long Beach wants to remind shoppers and visitors as well as locals that the Easter Bunny won't be stuffing quarters into your parking meter Sunday. If normally parking is prohibited on Sunday in a given location, it will be so Easter Sunday as well.

April 8, 2012
Residents Blame Churchgoers for Parking Woes
The city government has long had an understanding with local churches that unusual parking arrangements would be allowed on Sundays, so long as residents tolerated cars in the middle of the street. That, however, is no longer the case on Valencia Street, according to some neighbors, who said they have complained to the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority and district supervisors without success.

April 8, 2012
RFID Software for Parking Control Unveiled from Daily
DAILY RFID has recently launched its latest RFID software for parking control. With a low cost at $500USD, this software program offers powerful function according to the common requirements in parking control applications. At the same time, DAILY RFID will also provide the source code of the software to help the clients to run their parking project easier and efficiently. 

April 8, 2012
Candidates for Deadwood City Commission differ over parking, trolley
Differences of mindset between the four candidates running for two Deadwood city commission spots arose over issues of parking and the trolley. While all four generally supported free parking to some extent, they differed on how much free parking should be available and where exactly to locate it. The candidates spoke at a forum Tuesday night.

April 8, 2012
Royal Oak to start parking campaign
Merchants in downtown Royal Oak say they are frustrated that people think parking is a problem. Plenty of parking opportunities exist in downtown Royal Oak — both on-street and in parking decks, they claim. The Royal Oak Retailers Association is planning to launch a campaign this summer that will lure people into town during the day, but also will illuminate where parking Is available.

April 8, 2012
You can fight Philadelphia parking tickets, but you can't win
Everyone has a parking-violation story. And they all end the same way. In nuclear-ballistic fury, venom-spewing outrage, and teeth-gnashing indignation that the only efficient agency in Philadelphia is the one that makes life unbearable. And unaffordable. "Let's take a step back here," says Jeremiah Connors, director of the Philadelphia Bureau of Administrative Adjudication. "We're talking about parking tickets." Ooh, baby, you bet we are.

April 7, 2012
Monty Hight: Stay out of parking spots for disabled
I meet with a small group of friends every Thursday at Tapas in our attempt to solve all the worlds' problems.
These are known as our "Bored Meetings." For the most part we can't figure out which appetizer to order, let alone the complex issues of today's world. But we like to think we know something about something. My friend Maurice did not hesitate to vent his frustrations at drivers who pull into disabled parking slots without a special license plate or a distinguishing placard then walk away without a second thought.




April 7, 2012
First parking test a failure
At least now I can grab a cup of coffee downtown in relative peace: The experimental multi-space meters have been turned off and the old meter heads turned back on.  With so many complaints and so many technical malfunctions, the LUKE machines were taken out of service a month earlier than planned. Not only did city technicians spend more than 80 hours troubleshooting the multi-space meters — replacing the controllers multiple times, changing out the coin collectors and the bill acceptors — meter revenue dropped significantly as parkers avoided Ninth Street and the LUKE headache. Collected revenue from meters was lower than with the old system, and parking tickets were discontinued because it was impossible to pay for parking at times. 

April 6, 2012
Cleveland: Get e-mail alert when you get a parking ticket
The Parking Division of the Cleveland Clerk of Courts office has launched a new program where e-mail alerts are sent to vehicle owners, when a vehicle registered in their name gets a parking, or photo enforcement ticket. "We hear all the time from people who are stunned to learn that they have parking tickets or photo tickets on vehicles that someone else drove", said Cleveland Clerk of Courts Earle B. Turner. "Sometimes people don't find out until they try to renew their license plate, and learn that it's blocked".

April 6, 2012
Fire hydrant parking penalty bill, others signed into law today by governor
A bill signed into law today by Gov. John Hickenlooper increases the fine for parking in front of a fire hydrant in unincorporated areas from as low as $15 to a flat $50. House Bill 12-1094 is another reminder that a number of proposals before the legislature pass with little or publicity.

April 6, 2012
Parking officer arrested for writing fake tickets
A parking enforcement officer in Ridgewood, New Jersey was caught writing bogus tickets. It was something many residents already suspected was happening. So, you feed the meter, and run your errands, knowing the thin metal beast seems to get hungry rather quickly. Too quickly in fact for several people who've parked in Ridgewood in recent years.

April 6, 2012
Binghamton University installs high-tech parking meters
There's no more frantically searching your car seat for quarters or bolting from class to feed the meter. The new parking system on Binghamton University's campus allows drivers to pay in a variety of ways -- change, dollar bills or plastic at a solar-powered meter. And because the meters are interconnected via cellular technology, you can pay for your parking spot at the nearest terminal -- even if it's across campus from where you parked, said Daniel Chambers, deputy chief of the University Police.

