Parking Stories from Non-Seattle Jurisdictions: April 19 – May 3, 2012 

May 3, 2012
Nets’ Brooklyn parking plan hits the skids
The state has put the brakes on an unconventional parking plan at the new Barclays Center in Brooklyn that critics feared would have created neighborhood traffic nightmares. Stack-parking — a time-consuming process that uses hydraulic lifts to stack anywhere from two to four cars atop one another — won’t be used, as previously planned, at a surface parking lot under construction next to the Nets’ new home. 

May 3, 2012
Bill providing parking tax revenue for Hill District development advances
Pittsburgh City Council gave initial approval Wednesday to a plan that would earmark at least $2 million of parking tax revenue for Hill District development -- a move that supporters said would help fulfill promises made to the neighborhood more than 50 years ago. The money would be generated by temporary use of the old Civic Area site in the Lower Hill District as a parking lot. 

May 2, 2012
Dodgers: Full stadium, empty parking lot
My cousin Jimmy didn't use his Dodgers season tickets all last year. He's an L.A. kid, runs the Mar Vista hardware store my Uncle Dick founded, and he loves the Dodgers so much that he has two sun-faded Dodger Stadium seats bolted to the floor of his living room. These face the television, which is not what anybody would call small. Jimmy has watched his Dodger games on that TV ever since the McCourt money scandals broke. He refuses to set foot in the stadium until it's safely out of Bostonian hands.

May 2, 2012
Little Consensus Reached on Downtown Parking Dilemmas 
A recent parking study recommends a maximum two-hour limit be imposed on all Downtown metered street parking. But nearly everyone who attended a public discussion on the subject Tuesday evening seems to agree that time limit is probably too short.

May 2, 2012
Commissioners Tweak Overnight Parking Regulations 
The Haddonfield Board of Commissioners this week agreed to keep a ban on overnight street parking in place after more than a month of public debate. They also agreed to change the hours of the ban to 1 a.m. to 5 a.m. Previously it was 2 a.m. to 5 a.m. A deadline for requesting overnight street parking on a Camden County phone system will also be moved up to midnight instead of 2 a.m.

May 2, 2012
Mayor hopes to hire company this month to set up, run paid parking
Paid parking has yet to start downtown, but it will already be harder to find a free space when the program begins this summer. City Council voted 6 to 3 last night to approve Mayor James Fiorentini's proposal to tweak the rules by eliminating free parking for the first 30 minutes in several lots near the Washington Street train station. A provision to allow parking on the street for up to 15 minutes without paying is still part of the plan.

May 2, 2012
Borough Stalls Overnight Parking Spots 
Residents of Caldwell opposed to creating overnight parking spots on borough streets can now sleep better. 
Borough officials have taken a proposed plan to create a limited number of overnight permits spots on nine streets off the table, according to Councilman Peter Murray, chair of the Public Safety committee.



May 2, 2012
Short-term parking coming to quick-turnaround downtown businesses
Picking up a pizza or dropping off dry-cleaning is about to get easier in downtown Downers Grove, after the village council unanimously signed off Tuesday night on the creation of 15-minute parking spaces. A recent study found the village lacked short-term parking in front of quick turn-around businesses.  The study found high-turnover businesses like to-go pizza joints, dry-cleaners, bakeries and gift shops could all benefit from 10-to-15 minute parking.

May 2, 2012
If Easton Prices Its Parking Correctly, There’s No Need for Time Limits
Christina Georgiou’s coverage of Easton parking issues is always top notch, so naturally there’s a lot to pick over in this Patch article. Here’s the proposal: The elimination of free street parking on Sundays. The reduction of the hourly rate in the city’s parking deck to encourage more to park there instead of city streets. An increase that might double the current rate for metered street parking. Changing the enforcement hours for meters, so they’d run from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., rather than 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

May 2, 2012
And the new owner's first act? Cut Dodger Stadium parking to $10
One man’s beer, is another’s parking. At their introductory press conference Wednesday, the new owners of the Dodgers did have one immediate announcement: Parking prices were immediately being reduced to $10 from the previous $15. There’s some irony here, of course, since Frank McCourt purchased the Dodgers using equity he had in a Boston parking lot and the new owner’s first act is to lower the price of parking at Dodger Stadium.

May 2, 2012
Club-area parking lots soon to be more secure 
People who drive to San Francisco clubs can feel safer at night, thanks to a new city ordinance designed to boost parking lot security. The measure, by Board of Supervisors President David Chiu, will require commercial parking lots and garages to have police-approved security plans. If they are within 1,000 feet of a club or other entertainment business, the lots will be required to have an attendant on duty until at least 3 a.m., and possibly provide other safety measures. 

May 1, 2012
Parking lot security rules passed
San Francisco’s commercial parking lots and garages will need security upgrades after regulations were approved Tuesday building on The City’s effort to reduce violence associated with nighttime entertainment. Parking lot operators applying for permits must now submit security plans to be approved by The City’s chief of police. And those within 1,000 feet of entertainment establishments must have a security guard or attendant on-site until 3 a.m., according to legislation unanimously approved Tuesday by the Board of Supervisors.

May 1, 2012
New parking meter system, higher rates at Hampton Beach
A price hike from a $1.75 to $2 per hour is not the only change beachgoers will notice this summer when they use state parking meters at Hampton Beach. All of the meters at state parks have now been converted from Park and Pay meters to Park and Display meters. Amy Bassett, spokeswoman for New Hampshire parks, said the change means visitors must now place a receipt from the meter face up on their dashboards to avoid being ticketed. The $2 rate goes into effect for the season today, May 1.

May 1, 2012
SPEAK OUT: Proposed Bethesda Parking Fee Hikes 
The Greater Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chamber of Commerce is opposing a proposal that would raise long-term parking fees and expand parking enforcement hours to Saturdays in Bethesda. The proposal, introduced by County Executive Isiah Leggett (D) in March as a part of his proposed operating budget, would hike the long-term parking rates from 75 cents an hour to 85 cents an hour and bump the cost of a monthly pass from $140 to $160, effective July 1.

May 1, 2012
A marginal victory for small businesses in Salem
Local businesses on Gedney Street scored a marginal victory when the City Council Committee on Ordinances, Licenses & Legal Affairs met at City Hall on Monday night, but the parking war in Salem is far from over. The committee voted to recommend the removal of posts from both sides of Gedney Street, as well as in front Steve's Quality Market and the post office on Margin Street, which were recently installed in preparation for the areas first parking meters. The motion still must pass a full city council vote next week to receive approval.

May 1, 2012
Panel sides with parking protesters 
A City Council subcommittee sided with residents upset by new parking meters planned for Margin and Gedney streets last night, voting to pull the meters from a new citywide parking plan. Although the parking plan has been in the works for three years, people are starting to take notice — and raise complaints — this month because a contractor has begun to drill holes in downtown sidewalks where new meters will go.

April 30, 2012
Davis Looking For A Volunteer Team Of Parking Enforcers
A parking problem is switching into high gear. The Davis Police Department is calling in reinforcements to combat the city’s parking issues. Sherrie Cole is the city’s sole parking enforcer on duty Monday. She has seen and heard it all. “I’ve had them come running up. They’ve started crying,” she said. “I’ve heard every excuse there is. Ppretty foul. Hate words even. It gets pretty ugly.”

April 30, 2012
Parking in Detroit Is Fascinating 
I love this town, but there are times when I think Detroit must be crazy or clinically short sighted or simply cursed (damn you, Nain Rouge!)  Less than a year ago, they extended the hours of downtown parking enforcement till 10 pm. It was a really interesting move, especially since the meters can only be fed one hour at a time. Bewildering. Honestly, I can't stop trying to figure out why they would do something so weirdly strange.

April 30, 2012
New parking rates, combination pass go into effect today in Norwalk 
Rates will go up marginally at city parking facilities today as the part of the Norwalk Parking Authority's newly adopted 2012-13 operating budget and rate structure. Monthly parking permits for the South and East Norwalk Train stations soon will go up by $2. Daily parking at most of the authority's parking lots and garages will increase by $1.

April 30, 2012
Red Tape Puts The Brakes On Handicapped-Accessible Cabs
The Philadelphia Parking Authority’s plan to force taxicab owners to convert to wheelchair accessibility is now bogged down in bureaucracy. It was back in January that the Parking Authority announced that 300 of the city’s 1,600 medallion cabs would have to convert this year to handicapped accessibility, with the 300 chosen by lottery.  Executive Director Vince Fennerty at that time said all other cabs would have to be converted by 2016.

April 30, 2012
Genesee County chairman wants $13-million parking garage from Lansing as part of court consolidation bill
If a district court consolidation plan is approved by the state Legislature, it should also include millions in funding to improve parking in downtown Flint, according to the chairman of the county Board of Commissioners.
Chairman Jamie Curtis said he has asked Judge Richard Yuille, chief judge of all courts in the county, to include the potential need to demolish and rebuild a county-owned parking structure in discussions about court consolidation in Lansing.

April 29, 2012
Tulsa city councilor wants codes for downtown parking
A new layer of asphalt and 76 freshly striped spaces make up the latest surface parking lot to pop up in the core of downtown on the former site of the recently razed vacant Downtowner Motel. The lot is leased by American Parking with an $85 monthly parking fee. It sits directly east of the downtown MTTA bus depot and a couple of blocks from the BOK Center. 

April 29, 2012
City approves new parking initiatives
The city will test a new metering initiative in the Northwest section of town after an ordinance was adopted by the City Council last Wednesday in an 8-1 vote. The ordinance will establish that all visitors who wish to park on the street in the Northwest portion of town feed a meter with a 4-hour maximum time limit at rate of $1.00 per hour. Multi-space meters will be placed between Clinton Street and Jefferson Street on 15th and 16th streets, a section that the city has deemed an “emerging” commercial district.

April 28, 2012
Tulsa officials discuss upgrading city's flawed parking meter system
Downtown Tulsa's broken parking meter system can be cited an example of city government "incompetence," say some city councilors. "When people who work downtown come to me, this is easily the first thing they bring up as an example of incompetence on the city's part," Councilor G.T. Bynum said during this week's council committee meetings.  "It's not just that parking meters aren't enforced well. Literally, there's blocks that don't have meters - or at least working ones." 

April 28, 2012
Council won’t double parking meter rates, but agree to extend hours 
Citing overwhelming public pressure, City Council declined to double parking meter fees at its Thursday, April 26 meeting, despite the fact that being able to put a nickel in a meter for six minutes and a dime for 12 minutes would actually save shoppers running a quick in-and-out errand in the long run. City officials thought the nostalgic lure of being able to utilize a dime or a nickel in the downtown parking meters and the ability to generate at least an additional $75,000 in revenue to city coffers would prevail over the reluctance to double hourly parking meter fees, but in the end, council members opted instead to keep fees at 25 cents for an hour.

April 28, 2012
Dozen cases of parking meter vandalism puzzle police
Downtown parking meters are being stolen, pried opened or vandalized for coins — and replacing them costs big bucks. Since January 2009, Ocala Police Department records show there have been at least 20 instances where downtown meters have been removed or severely damaged to get the change inside. On Wednesday, a city code enforcement official told police that five parking meters had been uprooted from the ground and taken away.

April 28, 2012
11% regularly flout parking rules
As many as 14% of drivers have paid up to £100 in parking fines in the last 12 months, according to a survey.
Around 11% of men admitted to regularly parking illegally, while nearly two in five drivers said parking regulations  were confusing, the poll by car insurance company Sheilas' Wheels found. Unclear regulations topped the list of excuses for trying to avoid a parking fine. Other excuses included "I was only gone briefly" and "I had a personal emergency".

April 28, 2012
Dry cleaner, others blast new parking meters
Michael Szczuka, owner of Essex Cleaners, is fighting the city's plan to install parking meters in front of his downtown shop where two unmetered, 15-minute parking spots have been for years. He's not the first to balk at changes coming with Salem's new, citywide parking plan, and he definitely won't be the last.

April 28, 2012
Rehoboth gets smart with its parking meters
Forget the quarters. Rehoboth Beach officials are launching a pay-by-smartphone service starting on Memorial Day weekend. Visitors can preregister for the service, download the free app, then use their smartphone to pay meter fees, now at $1.50 an hour. Anyone using the smartphone service will pay an additional 50-cent service charge for each transaction.

April 28, 2012
Healdsburg considers proposal for downtown parking meters
Part of Healdsburg’s charm — free downtown parking — could vanish under a proposal being considered by city officials. The notion of paying to park downtown in the heart of Wine Country is being greeted by merchants and tourists with about the same enthusiasm as a tainted bottle of claret. Free parking may entice people to flock downtown and linger a little longer in eateries and shops. But charging for parking is seen by city officials as a potential cash infusion of more than $850,000 for the city’s deficit-ridden general fund.

April 27, 2012
Scranton City Council approves parking tax; hears bond attorney explain new borrowing
Scranton financial officials on Thursday told city council it must pursue a proposed $26.6 million bond ordinance because the cash-strapped city cannot obtain loans from banks, and it must do so as soon as possible to ensure bills, debt and payrolls continue to be paid. Council also on Thursday approved a 15 percent parking tax on private and nonprofit-organization parking facilities. After questioning the administration's bond proposal at its April 19 meeting, council heard an explanation from city bond counsel Brian Koscelansky, financial adviser Michael Vind and business administrator Ryan McGowan.

April 27, 2012
Visitors and locals angered over Jazz Fest parking crackdown 
It's a festival that draws hundreds of thousand of people from all over the world. But while Jazz Fest fans enjoyed music and food inside the Fairgrounds Friday, city workers were enforcing parking laws in nearby neighborhoods.
Our cameras spotted crews towing a car parked too close to a crosswalk. Another car with Virginia license plates was also towed, though it appeared to be within posted signage. The nearby city sign, however, was tacked to a tree, making it unclear whether it marked the intended spot.

April 27, 2012
Downtown Cleveland parking tightens up due to casino, other projects, but experts see no shortage
To an urban casino, a new convention center and other Cleveland projects, add one more downtown development: It won't be as easy, or affordable, to find parking next door to your destination.  In a downtown replete with parking -- 56,000 or so spaces -- major operators aren't predicting a shortage.

April 27, 2012
Parking authority nearly cans Fox Rothschild's contract
Fox Rothschild attorney Alan Wohlstetter stared at the white table in front of him Thursday as the Wilkes-Barre Parking Authority questioned his research, criticized his estimates and nearly fired him for his work on the city's potential lease of parking assets. Four board members of the authority fumed over his escalating rates, which were initially pegged at $175,000 for the two-phase project. He arrived Thursday with a contract for a third consultant, Desman Associates, which would have been paid more than $150,000 - nearly doubling the initial consulting costs.

April 27, 2012
City Passes Parking Meter Ordinance 
Long Branch is a little bit closer to adding parking meters throughout its ocenanfront area this summer.
The Long Branch Council passed an ordinance this week that bonds $855,000 for the meters, which will be similar to those used in Asbury Park near the boardwalk and on Cookman Avenue. Each space would be striped and numbered and people who wish to park in them would pay at a meter with either coins, dollars or a credit card. Motorists can even use their smart phone in order to add time.

April 27, 2012
Phil Reisman: Parking Authority embodies worst of Yonkers politics
The Yonkers Parking Authority is a powerful, quasi-independent agency that serves as Exhibit A in the byzantine and highly personal brand of politics that rules New York’s fourth largest city. Governed by a coterie of political appointees, the YPA controls the municipal garages, employs 37 people and manages an annual budget of $5.3 million. It is also a fortress of patronage and an obvious target for anyone who decries waste and redundancy.

April 27, 2012
City engineer: Parking, not traffic, main issue for proposed stadium
If attendance for Hagerstown Suns’ games in a new downtown facility are on par with projections, city officials estimate an influx of from 1,100 to 2,000 vehicles arriving for an evening at the ballpark. That shouldn’t pose a problem, City Engineer Rodney Tissue said Friday as he addressed parking and traffic issues associated with the proposed downtown multiuse sports and events center at City Hall.

April 26, 2012
Parking study proposals sought
It's time to get a real feel for the parking situation downtown. The Windsor Downtown Development Authority is ready to send out the request for proposals for a parking plan in the downtown corridor. "I'd like us to have this in place before summer hits because of the busy season," DDA board member Brent Phinney said during the April 18 regular DDA meeting. Associate planner Elizabeth Fields said if the RFPs went out next week, they could have a firm selected by mid-June.

April 26, 2012
Parking purgatory: Limited spots downtown irk some visiting shops and eateries
Thomas Fineco of River Bend came to New Bern in February to meet a friend for lunch. It turned out to be more expensive than he anticipated. Before the day was over, he had to go to the police station to find out what happened to his car that was no longer where he had parked it, hunt down the tow company that took it to Creekside, and pay an $85 towing fee.

April 26, 2012
PayByPhone Adds NFC to Mobile Payments for Ottawa's Parking Spaces
PayByPhone, a leading international provider of systems for parking and urban mobility payments is pleased to announce Ottawa as the latest major North American city to implement its popular cell phone payment method for parking. PayByPhone parking allows drivers to pay for and extend their parking time using a mobile app, online, or calling a local phone number. Ottawa is the first Canadian city to incorporate near field communication (NFC) and QR code features for its parking payments. 

April 26, 2012
Where would Jesus park?
Eric Reiss knows the cars by heart, right down to the license plate numbers. Where, he wonders, is the gold Toyota today? “A wonderful little girl drives it,” says Reiss, who lives at the intersection of Monroe and Adelia streets, a stone’s throw from Sacred Heart-Griffin High School, which is both a blessing and a curse. The school grounds are beautiful, and the students, Reiss says, unfailingly polite. He just wishes they wouldn’t use his street for a parking lot. And he isn’t alone.

April 26, 2012
Parking Meter II 
Mayor Emanuel may be one of the smartest politicians in Chicago, but it looks like he's a little too smart for his own good with his infrastructure trust fund. As far as I can tell, the purpose of the fund was to 1) win favorable publicity to make him look good for his upcoming presidential campaign and 2) find a source of contributions to fund said campaign from the fat cats feeding from the infrastructure fund. But the fund’s been a PR nightmare. And since purpose 2 is almost meaningless without purpose 1, it's been a bomb.

April 26, 2012
Montclair Parking Authority chief to exit
The executive director of the troubled Montclair Parking Authority (MPA) has tendered his resignation, and will be leaving to take a job with the state in May. John Teubner's exit from the MPA comes as the township and authority are putting the final touches on a renewal of their shared- services agreement. Teubner notified the authority last Wednesday that he would be resigning, according to Montclair Mayor Jerry Fried.

April 24, 2012
Disabled Parking Exemptions
Holders of valid accessible parking passes may park at any on-street meter without purchasing time for the limit of the meter (usually 2 hours). They may also park in designated off-street stalls for a maximum of two hours without paying. Kelowna has a Disabled Parking Exemption.  It allows those with a disabled parking permit to park for free on street where there is metered parking.  The owners are still required to adhere to the time restrictions.

April 24, 2012
Mayor seeks final OK for paid parking downtown 
Tonight, Mayor James Fiorentini is hoping to clear what could be the final hurdle before he implements paid parking downtown this summer. The mayor is looking for the City Council's support for hiring a company to implement the program. He will also ask the council's approval of a few last-minute changes, including eliminating free parking for the first 30 minutes in several lots near the new parking garage in Railroad Square.

April 24, 2012
Council Passes Parking Enforcement Overhaul 
Over the vocal objections of Hyattsville City Council member Paula Perry (Ward 4), the city council approved a plan which will take most parking enforcement duties out of the hands of the police department and into the hands of the Department of Community and Economic Development. "To me, this does not make sense," said Perry during debate over the overhaul, which is part of the 2013 budget for the Department of Community and Economic Development.

April 24, 2012
Vancouver parking meter revenue tops $42.5 million
Last year, merchants on South Granville grudgingly accepted the installation of a dozen new parking meters on side streets, slowly spreading the city’s reach into neighbourhoods around the busy business district. But in return, they convinced the City of Vancouver not to raise the hourly rates at meters in their district, and to even turn some meters into four-hour zones in the evening so Stanley Theatre patrons could sit through an entire performance without risking a ticket.

April 24, 2012
M&S Parking Develops New Parking Ticket Avoidance Program
M&S Parking, Inc., a New York City parking ticket defense firm, announces its new ticket avoidance program. In addition to fighting tickets in court, M&S will focus on reducing the overall number of tickets its’ clients receive. The new program offers parking awareness training and reference materials for commercial drivers to use when searching for parking spots. Clients can sign up for email and text message updates alerting them of parking regulations and construction activity affecting roadways and their drivers. M&S can also generate customized reports to identify expensive and correctable violation trends.

April 23, 2012
BestParking Releases Parking App for Pioneer Advanced App Mode In-Dash Receivers
BestParking.com today announced a version of the BestParking app that is compatible with Pioneer's Advanced App Mode in-dash receivers, including AppRadio, AVIC-Z140BH, AVIC-X940BT and AVH-P8400BH. Pioneer AppRadio users can now directly access BestParking's app from the convenience of their in-vehicle display to quickly search for the cheapest and most convenient parking facilities throughout North America.

April 23, 2012
People react to new parking stations downtown
People can now go downtown and park without plugging quarters into the meter. Certain spots have parking stations that accept plastic and dollar bills. For some, getting used to the new pay stations downtown isn't easy, but parking officials were around to help. The city says these pay stations will save the city money in the long run and give people more options to pay. 

April 23, 2012
Brookline reconsiders new parking meters
Officials in Brookline are considering the removal of multi-space parking meters installed last year because of complaints. The Boston Globe reports that Town Administrator Mel Kleckner is proposing the removal of almost all of the meters. Kleckner says residents have said the meters are confusing and burdensome to older drivers.
The meters were installed in 2011 at a cost of more than $1 million. Motorists using the meters must return to their vehicle to display a printed parking receipt.

April 23, 2012
Atlanta considers 24-hour parking enforcement
Atlanta City Council is considering an idea to enforcing parking in the city 24 hours a day. The proposal could generate an extra $4 million a year. Currently, there is a four hour maximum parking limit that is enforced Monday-Sunday from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. The new pitch calls for parking enforcement from 7 a.m. to midnight, with a $2 fee for overnight parking. "I wouldn't come down here if I had to pay overnight to park," said Janet Harrell. Harrell lives in Gwinnett County, but visits northeast Atlanta often.

April 23, 2012
Council Approves More Metered Parking 
Residents could soon find more metered parking on some streets in the city’s northwest section, but those who have permits won't have to pay. Meters will be installed between 15th and 16th streets on the east sides of Clinton, Grand, Adams and Jefferson streets, and on both sides of 15th Street between Madison Street and Willow Avenue.

April 23, 2012
Parking Season Begins Next Week 
The City of Newport announces the beginning of the Parking Season effective May 1, 2012 and continuing through October 31, 2012.  Metered parking will be in effect from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. The fee for parking in a metered space is $1.25 per hour in increments of twenty-five cents for twelve minutes. The fee for the Memorial Boulevard meters at Easton’s Beach is $2 per hour.

April 23, 2012
Digital Payment Technologies Completes License-Plate-Enabled Parking Deployment in Flint, Mich.
Today, Digital Payment Technologies announced the License-Plate-Enabled Parking deployment of 30 LUKE II parking pay stations in the city of Flint, Mich. These high-tech, solar-powered, LUKE II parking pay stations will operate in a Pay-by-License Plate (PBL) mode and will provide Flint with additional revenue, while improving parking turnover. Parking will be enforced using License Plate Recognition (LPR) technology from Tannery Creek Systems. The pay stations are being installed by Traffic & Safety Controls Systems. 

April 23, 2012
Drivers and Parking Space Owners Rejoice as Parking Panda Launches in D.C.
Parking in the District just got a lot easier, and more profitable for people who own parking spaces, as Parking Panda, a community marketplace for parking, launched its services today in Washington, D.C. Parking Panda allows parking space owners to capitalize on their underutilized parking spaces by renting them out to a community of drivers who need spots. D.C. residents or visitors in need of parking can use Parking Panda to save money and time by booking a parking space in advance on the web or through their mobile phone. 

April 22, 2012
Parking company pairs with app
When a car leaves one of the parking facilities that Parking Management Inc. operates around the Washington region, a computer server in its District headquarters knows in less than a second. Now a partnership with Baltimore upstart Parking Panda could allow the company to tally its available spaces before a motorist even enters the garage, or leaves their house, by providing a Web site and mobile app where commuters can reserve a space in advance.

April 22, 2012
8 (obvious) ways to avoid a parking ticket
It was delivered with all the subtlety of a boot clamped on one of your radials. That was the Ride Guy’s first thought after reading the International Parking Institute’s top tip to avoid getting a parking ticket. Number one on its list of eight tips was to pay the meter. “This one is simple: just pay,” the trade association advises in a news release. “Don’t think you can flip on the flashers to avoid a ticket because you are only going to be gone for one minute. In the eyes of a parking enforcement officer, flashers translate to ‘Ticket me!’”

April 22, 2012
Outcry over new parking meters
An outcry against the multispace parking meters that replaced hundreds of single-space meters in Brookline last year has convinced Town Administrator Mel Kleckner that it’s time for the town to reverse course. Kleckner is proposing a plan to remove almost all of the multispace meters that were installed along Brookline streets at the beginning of 2011 at a cost of more than $1 million. Hired by the town in the fall of 2010, Kleckner said he’s been dealing with complaints about the multispace meter system through most of his tenure.

April 22, 2012
The Public Eye: What to do when Sacramento parking meters are broken
The Problem: You park, go up to a meter or Pay and Display station in Sacramento and it is not working. You're frustrated, and you need to get going. "It happens quite often," said Linda Tucker, spokeswoman for the city's Department of Transportation. The solution: Never fear, says Tucker. When you encounter a broken meter you simply need to call 311 and refer the operator to the parking meter number. 

April 21, 2012
New law could help municipalities collect parking fines
Scofflaws beware: After May 16 either pony up for unpaid parking tickets or risk not having your driver’s license renewed. A new state law that takes effect May 16 lets the courts put holds on license renewals for drivers with three unpaid parking citations or two outstanding tickets for parking in spaces reserved for people with disabilities.

April 21, 2012
Parking meter availability app's area growing
Next week, private operator ParkIndy will add sensors to 900 more metered parking spaces in Downtown Indianapolis. The sensors will allow motorists who download the free app called Parker for the iPhone or Android phones to view parking availability by block in more areas.

April 21, 2012
Downtown parking no dry issue in Arlington Heights
If you consider parking a dry issue, you haven’t talked with Judy Mccarragher. Mccarragher, who works at Panera Bread in downtown Arlington Heights, broke into tears this week while telling the village board about the plight of people she works with and their struggles to pay for parking. “We have hourly employees,” she said. “We have someone being evicted from her home, and you guys want to charge her $30 a month just to come to work.”

April 20, 2012
5 Ways To Save On Parking
It feels like we live in a world where wages are going down and jobs are scarcer. At the same time, the cost of everything is going up. In the first half of 2012, we've seen the price of gas rise to $3.94 per gallon and experts believe that $5 gas before the summer is a real possibility. 

April 20, 2012
Man at center of Rays parking mess says it wasn't his fault
A man who collected $20 for parking from fans headed to opening day of the Tampa Bay Rays season says it's not his fault that 14 cars were towed from the lot he worked. In fact, George Goeway said, he sympathizes with them.
"I would be hot," Goeway said. "I would be hotter than a firecracker." A St. Petersburg police detective concluded Goeway had a valid city permit to park cars in a special event parking lot at 1450 1st Ave. N., just a block from police headquarters.

April 20, 2012
Atlanta eyes tighter parking rules to reclaim $4 million
A friendly word of advice to the thousands of suburbanites planning to visit Atlanta this weekend for the kick-off to the city’s festival season: feed the meter. The Atlanta Dogwood Festival, the SweetWater 420 Fest in Candler Park and Saturday night’s Ultimate Fighting Championship at Philips Arena promise to bring drivers face-to-face with Atlanta’s tough on-street parking regime.

April 20, 2012
Frederick To Install More Than 100 Parking Meters
The city of Frederick is planning to repair roads and add more than 100 parking meters to several downtown blocks. The Frederick News-Post reports that the meters will be installed on East and West Church Street and All Saints streets, as well as East Patrick Street. Officials have also decided to place a two-hour limit on parking on Winchester Street.

April 20, 2012
The Conundrum of Paid Parking
We are often asked about the implementation of paid parking within a community. Citizens, business owners, property owners, employees, and employers all want to know three things: How will this affect business? Who is going to be accountable for the system? How do you measure success? These are difficult questions to answer, but we find ourselves trying to answer them more and more. Every community reacts differently, and the success or failure of a parking system depends on everyone involved. Your community should consider these thoughts:

April 20, 2012
Streetline Wants To Be Your Parking Savior
The statistics on parking are beyond depressing: People spend an average of 18 to 20 minutes worldwide looking for parking and 30% of congestion is due to people looking for parking. And the parking meter? It hasn’t had any dramatic upgrades since it was introduced in 1935 (with the exception of digital readings and pay by credit card). All that congestion leads to aggravated drivers, businesses missing out on potential customers who drive away in frustration, and lots of air pollution.

April 20, 2012
City is set to slap metal boots on cars if owners owe fines
The smartboot may soon be slapped on cars in a neighborhood near you. By next week, the Bloomberg administration will likely give the go-ahead for a private company named PayLock to place new-age tire boots on any car whose owner has accumulated $350 or more of unpaid tickets. Finance Department workers have been feverishly rewriting computer codes on the agency’s customer payment website for months to have the new system ready to go by Tuesday.

April 20, 2012
500 new 'pay-by-plate' parking meters planned
The Pittsburgh Parking Authority voted Thursday to spend $6.8 million for 500 new metering devices that will give motorists the option of paying by credit card but require them to walk a bit farther than they're accustomed, and punch in their license plate numbers, to purchase time. Cale Parking Systems USA of Tampa, Fla., beat seven other companies for the seven-year contract, which includes maintenance and a marketing campaign to acquaint drivers with the new technology.

April 19, 2012
Plan to park in South Florida? Raid the piggy bank
Jay Rooney seeks out street spots, takes public transportation and stays away from valet — anything he can do to avoid the high cost of parking. “I love downtown, I love Brickell. I don’t go as often as I would just because parking is too crazy,” said the 27-year-old. “I used to work on the Beach too and that was, forget it, that was impossible.”

April 19, 2012
Parking Authority Approves Installation Of High-Tech Meters
The Pittsburgh Parking Authority’s Board of Directors approved the purchase of 500 multi-space meters Thursday.
The meters will occupy approximately 3,500 on-street parking spaces downtown and throughout Oakland and the Southside commercial districts. All existing single space meters in these locations will be removed.

April 19, 2012
'Jay Parking' One Of The Most Ticketed Parking Violations In Tulsa
It might be time to brush up on the rules of the road. Tulsa Police are out patrolling neighborhoods and they're writing tickets. One of the most ticketed parking violations is one many people say they've never heard of. But there's a good chance you've broken this law. Jay parking is when you park on the other side of the road, opposite the flow of traffic. And it's a violation that Tulsa police are coming across quite a bit. It's one of those "common sense" kinds of laws, that driver after driver after driver seems to be breaking.

