Parking Stories: April 12 – 18, 2013


April 18, 2013
New York Tries Out Bike Parking Corrals to Protect Separated Bike Lanes
New York City is busy gearing up for the long-delayed launch of its bike-share program on an undisclosed date in the next few weeks, with some 5,000 people signing up for annual memberships in the first 28 hours that they were available. In the meantime, the city keeps quietly pushing ahead building new bike infrastructure for people who have bikes of their own already. The latest addition is a first for the city, and possibly even the country. 

April 18, 2013
Behold, the future of parking downtown
Visitors to downtown Iowa City may have noticed some shiny new parking meters in recent days.  As part of a parking meter pilot program, city officials have temporarily installed meter equipment from five different companies in a bid to gain feedback on which is the best fit for Iowa City. The trial program runs until April 26, during which time local businesses and the general public are encouraged to stop by and become better acquainted with these newer models. 

April 18, 2013
Parking task force recommends downtown parking meters
In late summer 2012, Salem’s Mayor Anna Peterson established a 9-person task force to solve parking issues in areas around the city such as historic downtown, the Capitol Mall and West Salem. Chaired by Ward 1 Councilor Chuck Bennett, the force set a goal of returning to Salem City Council this spring with recommendations. The scope of the task force was large, and in downtown meant finding solutions to issues of Downtown vibrancy and economic vitality in terms of street parking, downtown parking structures and keeping the parking system financially stable.

April 18, 2013
Parking solution around Corner 
Technology could save one of Norman’s oldest and most well-known traditions: shopping, eating and drinking on Campus Corner. Limited availability to parking has created a challenge to Corner merchants, but high-tech parking meters could provide a solution. “There are 159 parking meters currently in the Campus Corner areas,” city engineer Anthony Lombardo told members of the Norman City Council on Wednesday at the council’s Finance Committee.

April 17, 2013
Photo Request: When Parking Gets Ugly
We’re putting together a new series about the many ways that parking regulations and mandates can affect the way that cities look, work, and feel. But first we need your help! All too often, zoning codes force developers to cram a site with extra parking, leading to urban and suburban spaces that work for cars but not for human beings. Some of the results are downright eyesores—and we want to compile a photo essay with the most outrageous examples!

April 17, 2013
The cost of parking in the CBD
We all know that parking in the CBD is expensive, but just how expensive. Well I thought I would not only find out, but map it and here are the results. I have included in these maps all of the carparks managed by Auckland Transport, Tournament Parking, Wilson Parking as well as a couple of others that I am aware of. Not all carparks are created equal though, some are just a handful of spaces on a small site where as others re monstrous buildings housing hundreds, if not thousands of parking spaces.


April 17, 2013
Pay By Phone Parking Meters Coming To Dallas!
The city of Dallas is closer to rolling out its new pay by phone parking meters. Right now, it’s in the process of turning the coin-only kind into ones that take credit cards! So pretty soon, you won’t need quarters at all to park in the big D!

April 17, 2013
York Beach parking rate hikes raises ire of businesses
As the Board of Selectmen considers upping the price of parking meters from $1 to $1.50, York Beach merchants weighing in on the proposal are voicing their concerns over not just the price hike, but other issues regarding parking, quarter supplies and meter locations. "Tourists only have limited dollars," said David Woods, owner of several businesses on Railroad Avenue.

April 17, 2013
Victoria vows to review parking services as revenues fall and feedback flourishes, says mayor
Victoria is about to launch a major parking review — looking at everything from on street parking rates and payment options to parkade use. “Parking is probably the one service we receive the most amount of opinions and emails on,” Mayor Dean Fortin said. “Council has made it one of our priorities to look at our parking services — how we can make it more efficient, make it more customer friendly, optimize all of the opportunities within the downtown.”

April 17, 2013
EasyPark(TM) Makes Parking Easy in Austin, TX 
EasyPark USA(TM) announced today that Austin, Texas, has fully deployed its electronic parking management and payment system so drivers can have a new, simplified process for paying to park in the city's downtown area. Steve Grassfield, Parking Enterprise Manager, Austin Transportation Department, said: "As the City of Austin experiences rapid growth, we're dedicated to simplifying the parking experience and tools like EasyPark are a key part of the work we are doing." 

April 17, 2013
Did Treasurer’s No More Free Parking Policy Pay Off?
Opening Day last week, it was no more Mister Nice Guy from the City Treasurer on downtown parking meters. Treasure Tishaura Jones did away with a free parking at meters policy for Opening Day. So did it pay off? 
According to Jones, it did. “As a result of changing that policy we brought in 29-thousand dollars in fees and tickets for the day,” she said. “Which is about 10-thousand more than what we would have normally made on a Monday.” 

April 17, 2013
Youngstown City Council to form Parking Violations Bureau
If you've been ignoring your parking tickets from the city over the years, it's now time to pay up. Whether you are parked in an undesignated spot or at an expired meter, chances are you will find a parking ticket on your windshield. Members of Youngstown City Council hope that a new ordinance will force more parking violators to immediately pay off their tickets as they pass a measure that will create a Parking Violations Bureau at the clerk of courts office. 

April 17, 2013
Most Expensive Parking Space? San Francisco Spot Listed For $80,000
As anyone who lives in the city knows, San Francisco has some crazy real estate. For instance, a $38.5 million home that isn't even close to completion, a historic mansion modeled after a Versailles estate and, of course, a $30,000-per-month rental. But a new property has officially dashed all of our attainable real estate dreams. Introducing: the $80,000 parking spot. That's an eight and four zeros. For parking. 



April 17, 2013
Chatham BIA wants to dip into parking fund
A $50,000 fix is being sought to address a dangerous eyesore in historic downtown Chatham. Municipal council will be asked Monday to allocate money from the Historic Downtown Chatham Business Improvement Association's parking fund to level and add crushed stone to a large parking area at the corner of Wellington and Fourth streets. This includes the site of the former Chatham Daily News and Duff buildings as well as where a small commercial block formerly stood.

April 17, 2013
NYCHA allows residents of 43 developments to pay new parking fees in installments 
Outraged motorists at 43 public housing developments are getting a small break from the New York City Housing Authority. Annual parking fees are slated to skyrocket by some 400% next month, and residents will now be allowed to pay in four installments instead of a lump sum due May 1, an official said Wednesday. Tenants were previously told in March that parking passes for seniors and the disabled would go from $60 to $272 a year. Annual parking fees for other residents will rise from $75 to $340.

April 16, 2013
Free parking for disabled is scrapped
Controversial plans to make disabled motorists pay to park in the New Forest were given the go-ahead last night.  Civic chiefs agreed to scrap the free parking enjoyed by 10,000 Blue Badge holders – despite being accused of persecuting the vulnerable. The scheme, which aims to raise at least £75,000 a year, was backed by members of the council’s Cabinet last month. 

April 16, 2013
Report urges city council to support parking levy for transit funding
City of Toronto staff have thrown their support behind a parking levy to fund transit but say road tolls or a reviving of the vehicle registration tax should not be considered for years. In a report released midday Tuesday, City Manager Joe Pennachetti is urging council to recommend four revenue tools to Metrolinx, the regional transit agency tasked with coming up with a funding strategy for the next generation of transportation expansion.

April 16, 2013
The business benefits of on-street bike corrals: An infographic
Yesterday we shared that the Portland Business Alliance believes, "converting on-street metered parking spots and loading zones for non-auto parking use should be avoided." The PBA's position that auto parking and loading zones should remain the top priority over other uses of the public right-of-way in the downtown core was made clear in a letter to PBOT about the Street Seats program (a program that allows cafe owners and other organizations to convert parking spaces into customer seating areas). 

April 16, 2013
Does downtown Oshkosh have a parking shortage?
Oshkosh business owners say successful downtown revitalization efforts have given rise to a new challenge: Finding a nearby place to park. It’s the type of problem most downtowns would love to have: Events like Waterfest and the Farmers Market, restaurants and cafes like Caramel Crisp and Gardina’s and residential development combine to pack municipal lots with diners, drinkers, shoppers and residents.

April 16, 2013
Director: Parking Enforcement is a Fact of City Life
In Middletown, saying the following two words is a guaranteed conversation starter — "parking ticket." It's the bane of city living. Run inside the library for a minute to pick up a book? Risk a ticket. No change in your pockets and your credit card is at home? Good luck. The city's parking authority has two monitors on foot downtown on weekdays and one on Saturdays, making sure that motorists are feeding the meter. 


April 16, 2013
OC parking meters could generate up to $2M
Officials in Ocean City are considering adding new parking meters resort-wide in an overall plan that could generate more than $2 million in much-needed revenue. A preliminary plan now under consideration would see about 4,800 parking spots go from free to paid. Credit card-capable Cale-brand parking meters would be installed along the ocean block, near bayside businesses and in other spots.

April 16, 2013
Parking around UC Berkeley campus just got harder to find
Good luck finding a place to park. That's the upshot of an ongoing building binge at UC Berkeley where parking lots are being turned into buildings as the school runs out of vacant land to work with. And there's no plan to create more spaces. With the permanent closure of two large lots and the two-year closure of a third, the university is eliminating 650 spots, or about 10 percent of its entire inventory of 6,000 spaces, said Seamus Wilmot, UC Berkeley parking director.

April 15, 2013
Dunmore councilman proposes free parking at Corners
Councilman Michael Hayes is pushing for metered spaces at Dunmore Corners to be converted to two-hour free parking as a way to make the borough more business-friendly, but he has an uphill climb to persuade other borough officials. Mr. Hayes said there are at least seven empty storefronts at the corners and suggested the switch to limited free parking at about 65 metered spaces could attract more businesses.

April 15, 2013
Dude, there's your car: Teen prodigy Brandon Cowan builds parking app 
THEY'RE young, they're rich, and they're taking the technology world by storm. Over the next two weeks, news.com.au will be introducing you to some of the world's most successful entrepreneurs and offering you the chance to win $1000 and a BlackBerry 10 phone when you vote.  If you are like the 99 per cent of busy shop-goers who have ever forgotten where you parked the car or overstayed your welcome at the parking meter, then you should know the name Brandon Cowan.

April 15, 2013
Parking petitions now at Board of Elections 
The parking petitions are now at the Board of Elections, where the fate of a possible fall referenda – and the city’s budget – will be determined. “The parking petitions arrived this morning and we have already begun working on them, checking and verifying signatures,” said Hamilton County Board of Elections director Amy Searcy. The board has ten days to complete that, but “our goal is have them completed sooner,” she told the Enquirer in an email.

April 15, 2013
Changes coming for downtown Iowa City parking
Lily Howard drives downtown three to four times each week — dining at a number of restaurants and visiting a variety of retail stores. Nearly each time, she finds herself scrounging for a handful of change to plug the area’s aging on-street parking meters. “A lot of the times, it’s hard to find parking on the street, so I park in the ramp,” the Iowa City native and City High senior said. 

April 15, 2013
City inches closer to asking parking cops to observe 10-minute grace period on overtime parking: The Fixer 
Toronto city council will soon get a chance to put its money where its mouth is, on the 10-minute grace period for overtime parking. And then we’ll find out how serious it is about extending mercy to drivers whose paid parking expires within 10 minutes of the arrival of a parking enforcement officer to issue a ticket. We reported Saturday that some parking-tag-operations clerks thought that a maximum of only two tickets could be cancelled under the grace period. 


April 15, 2013
Days of free parking in Banff may be coming to an end
Paid parking is back on the discussion table in Banff in a bid to ease the tourist town’s parking crunch and traffic woes in the busy summer months and long weekends. The new transportation master plan, prepared by Calgary-based Bunt & Associates, concludes traffic congestion and parking shortages are hurting economic growth and visitor experience during busy periods. 

April 15, 2013
Fearing parking loss, downtown business group stops 'Street Seats' program
After a successful pilot program last summer, the Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) recently announced an update of their Street Seats program. While the newly proposed guidelines show the scope of the program has broadened, a group that represents downtown businesses successfully lobbied to prevent the conversion of parking spots in the downtown core. The Streets Seats program allows business owners and non-profits to convert public parking spaces into seating and patio space. 

April 15, 2013
Boise State first in Idaho to offer pay-by-phone parking
Boise State University said Monday that it is the first in Idaho to provide pay-by-phone parking service. With the implementation of Parkmobile’s mobile applications for the iPhone, Android, Windows 7 and Blackberry smartphones, students, faculty, staff and visitors are now able to pay for parking at any meter or garage on campus with their smartphone.

April 15, 2013
Vancouver is moving to parking meters in district
The city of Vancouver has a plan to eliminate free on-street parking in downtown's newly formed "government parking district." City councilors voted unanimously Monday night to create a 49-block parking district, bounded roughly by Mill Plain Boulevard to the north, rail tracks to the west, Evergreen Boulevard/Eighth Street to the south and Columbia Street to the east. 

April 15, 2013
Alamo Square neighbors petition for parking perk
Residents of the Alamo Square neighborhood could be required to spend more than $100 each year to park near their houses — an idea that could open up spaces in the heavily visited area. An online petition is asking the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, which manages on-street parking, to add a new residential parking permit zone to the neighborhood.

April 15, 2013
D.C. parking enforcement ‘booters’ average 61 cars daily
The seven D.C. employees responsible for “booting” cars with delinquent tickets immobilized more than 15,000 vehicles last year — a rate of 61 per day, according to figures compiled by AAA Mid-Atlantic. Numbers provided by the D.C. Department of Public Works show city booters helped the District rake in about $1.1 million for boot removal fees, numbers that John B. Townsend II, spokesman for the drivers’ association, said showed the District’s parking enforcement is “more aggressive than other cities its size.” 

April 15, 2013
D.C. parking program encourages city workers to drive to work
Eager to reduce the share of cars on the road, D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray's plan for a more environmentally friendly city urges businesses to provide their employees incentives to take public transportation, walk or bike. But the city does not heed its own advice, instead offering its roughly 30,000 employees parking at a discounted rate. District government employees pay for parking at a rate far below the market value. 



April 14, 2013
First round of layoffs at Montclair Parking Utility
Four maintenance workers at the newly created Montclair Parking Utility were recently laid off, said a municipal official with knowledge of the situation. "They were let go as part of a restructuring," the source told The Montclair Times. "The town is looking at temporary employees to fill any needs." An anonymous letter recently sent to The Montclair Times stated that four employees had been laid off.

April 14, 2013
Parking plan to boost business
Backwell Parish Council is investigating extending the parking bay in Rodney Road to allow more cars to use the space and adding a time restriction. A number of businesses in Backwell rely on passing custom and the lack of parking facilities is affecting trade in the village stores. North Somerset councillor for Backwell, Karen Barclay, said: “Some of the parking bays in Backwell have hourly restrictions, like the ones outside the doctors, the chemist, at the bottom of Dark Lane and in Station Road, but they are not enforced and people leave their cars there all day.

April 14, 2013
Pittsburgh isn't charging teams for using parking spaces
The city of Pittsburgh and city parking authority forgo tens of thousands of dollars each year because the Pirates, Steelers and Penguins aren't required to pay for metered parking spaces that are taken out of service for games and concerts. Dozens of other organizations, businesses and individuals are required to pay when they take metered on-street spaces out of service for festivals, fundraisers and other events. 

April 14, 2013
Dining in public parking spaces poses tricky questions for Portland
This summer, nearly 13 acres of highly desirable urban land will become available to Portland restaurants and nonprofits that might use some of it for a pittance. The land comes in the form of 3,500 city-maintained metered parking spaces on miles of under-25 mph streets in Old Town/Chinatown; the Pearl District, just north of downtown; the Lloyd Center area, in northeast; and the booming South Waterfront, a Gold Coast-in-the-making south of downtown. 

April 14, 2013
Parking services: ‘We’re undercharging’:Parking rates to increase drastically over next five years
Parking rates at UConn will rise dramatically over the next five years as the campus’s parking apparatus adjusts to new budgetary requirements from the university, according to Parking Services officials. “We’re undercharging,” Parking Services Manager Martha Funderburk said. “It doesn’t feel like it, because we’re in Storrs, Connecticut, but this is a big university and just because it’s not in the middle of a city doesn’t mean that the parking doesn’t have costs. I mean, maintaining the garages, maintaining the lots – that’s not cheap.”

April 13, 2013
Durham study advises end to free parking downtown
Those free parking places on downtown Durham streets soon could be things of the past. That is one recommendation in a city-commissioned parking study on its way for City Council consideration.The city paid the Kimley-Horn & Associates consulting firm $229,606 for the downtown study and a similar study of the Ninth Street area. 

April 12, 2013
Seattle replacing parking spots with mini parks 
Across Seattle, drivers constantly prowl the streets in search of the ever-elusive parking space. “It can be really difficult to find spots,” said Kristi Tollner, after finding a coveted spot on Capitol Hill’s Broadway. “It’s pretty brutal.”  Now, the city is planning to replace some of those parking spots with public parks -- permanent public spaces called "parklets." 


April 12, 2013
Real-Time Parking Conditions
This map shows real-time parking conditions at metered parking spaces around Arthur Avenue and East 187th Street. The data comes from vehicle sensors embedded in the roadway as part of DOT's Parking Technology Pilot Program. Data are updated every two minutes. All occupancy and availability metrics are estimates and may not always exactly reflect ground conditions.

April 12, 2013
PayByPhone App Finally Available To Make Parking Easier In New York City
For anyone who has tried to park their car in New York City, news that Mayor Bloomberg and the New York City Department of Transportation Commissioner Janette Sadik-Kha are working to make it a bit easier will come as a huge relief. The Mayor's office announced today that the city is unveiling a pilot program that will allow motorists to pay their parking fees through a new smartphone app.

April 12, 2013
Congrats Tulsa! Your Downtown is Filled With Parking Blight 
The votes are in and Tulsa has defeated Milwaukee in Streetsblog's inaugural tournament to recognize the worst parking crater in America. Fear not, though, Tulsans, some solutions have already been proposed to help address your dubious distinction.  "The final match was a total blowout," reports Angie Schmitt, "with Tulsa stomping Milwaukee in our poll, 483 to 124. 

April 12, 2013
Parking Woes Continue for Tulsa's Downtown
In certain parts of downtown Tulsa, everywhere you turn there are parking lots as far as the eye can see.
So what's the big deal with this land that should give you more than just a spot to park it? "A couple of structured parking garages here would be great," Tulsa City Councilor Blake Ewing said. "With retail on the bottom floor and TCC students would love to walk out of class and across the street and grab a smoothie on their way to their car."

April 12, 2013
UM: Parking precious at home games
The University of Mississippi is ending free parking on campus on football game days. The school wants the Oxford-University Transit public bus line to add Saturday service to help get people on and off of campus. The Oxford Eagle reports that the public transit system hasn't said no — but it hasn't said yes either. 

April 12, 2013
Free parking fallacies: Infographic & report
We at MyParkingSign are in a unique position to discern trends in how people are managing their parking lots. As part of an internal study, we looked into why some parking signs are selling more and others less, and why lot owners are looking for an increasingly diverse set of parking signs and permits – why the one-size-fits-all parking approach of twenty years ago no longer works. 


