Parking Stories from Non-Seattle Jurisdictions: May 14 – 25, 2012 


May 25, 2012
Emanuel talks tough on parking
Mayor Rahm Emanuel stuck with the tough talk on Chicago's parking meter deal Thursday, pledging to fight a new bill for $22 million the meter leasing company recently sent the city for lost revenue. Emanuel has positioned himself as a staunch opponent of the wildly unpopular 75-year, $1.15 billion lease of Chicago street parking spaces that his predecessor engineered in late 2008. The tab from Chicago Parking Meters is now nearly $50 million. While an arbitrator is being asked to decide some of that amount, the periodic invoices submitted offer Emanuel an opportunity to remind Chicagoans he opposes the payments.

May 25, 2012
Parking tickets soar to 6.8m – with one issued every 4.6 seconds
Town halls handed out an increased number of parking tickets in 2011, despite cutting back on traffic wardens, according to figures obtained through a freedom of information request. There were a total of 6.8m tickets issued in 2011 – a 4% rise, with one handed out every 4.6 seconds, the statistics showed. Money raised totalled more than £234m, according to the figures requested by insurance company swiftcover.com. At the same time, the number of wardens fell from 3,882 in 2010 to 3,693 in 2011.

May 25, 2012
Council OKs online appeals of parking tickets
Tired of taking off from work to appeal a parking ticket? Those days of running to the Bureau of Administrative Adjudication (BAA) will soon be over. City Council yesterday unanimously approved a bill sponsored by Councilman Bill Green that would let people use the Internet, email, mail or fax to contest tickets issued by the Philadelphia Parking Authority. Currently, those who want to challenge a ticket must show up for a hearing at the Bureau of Administrative Adjudication.

May 24, 2012
City Hall fights parking tickets: Tab now up to $50 million
As profits soar for the company running Chicago's metered parking spaces, so are the multimillion-dollar bills the outfit is asking taxpayers to foot under little-known provisions in its long-term deal, according to documents obtained by the Tribune. The latest bill, sent May 17 by Chicago Parking Meters LLC, demands $22 million to cover a year's worth of free parking for vehicles that displayed disabled placards or license plates. The amount is part of a nearly $50 million tab that Mayor Rahm Emanuel so far has refused to pay.

May 24, 2012
Parking meter company sends huge bill to Chicago taxpayers 
The private company that runs Chicago’s parking meter system has sent City Hall another big bill, bringing the total amount of money it’s demanding from taxpayers to nearly $50 million. The Chicago Sun-Times reported May 4 that Chicago Parking Meters LLC already had sent two parking-reimbursement bills to the city totaling more than $27 million. One was a $14 million tab for revenues the company says it lost when the city took meters out of service last year because of street closures. 

May 24, 2012
Good News, Bad News For Parking Ticket Recipients
Philadelphia City Council today gave its thumbs-up to letting you fight parking tickets by mail or online rather than having to show up in person. At the same time, though, one councilman proposed raising the fines for parking tickets by $4. The vote was unanimous as City Council signed off on a plan that spares people a trip to center city when they want to fight a parking ticket.


May 24, 2012
Sensors Will Wipe Out Parking On Someone Else’s Dime
Changes are on the way for parking meters in Denver. A new pilot program is logging the habits of drivers in the city.  Part of the program means you probably won’t see any meters will leftover time from the last person who parked in that spot. The sensors are being installed in Cherry Creek, The Golden Triangle, downtown Denver and in LoDo. The sensors are placed underneath circular cutouts in the concrete and they’re tracking parking habits. 

May 24, 2012
Sunday parking meter plan decried, defended
San Francisco’s transportation chief defended his plan to start charging at curbside meters on Sundays in the face of concerns raised by city supervisors and criticism by local pastors. Ed Reiskin, top executive of the deficit-plagued San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, said Thursday that the plan to extend meter operations to seven days a week is driven both by the need to generate more revenue — adding Sundays to the enforcement schedule is expected to raise an estimated $1.9 million extra a year in meter revenue — and to create turnover downtown and in the neighborhood commercial districts where drivers now can park all day without fear of a ticket that carries a minimum fine of $55.

May 24, 2012
Parking consultant disputes city's claims
Wilkes-Barre's parking consultant made clear Wednesday that it does not endorse - nor agree with - the city's decision to place a $20 million minimum bid on a lease of parking garages, lots and meters. "We did not validate the $20 million and we haven't really done a report yet," said Jerry Salzman, senior associate for Desman Associates. "This specifically wasn't an endorsement. We did not endorse anything yet." City spokesman Drew McLaughlin said last week that Desman was on board with the city's valuation.

May 23, 2012
Easton Parking Changes Unwelcome, Survey Says 
Easton business owners and residents like the idea of parking meters that take credit cards. What they don't like: changing the meter-enforcement hours, enforcing meters on Sunday, and most of the other changes mentioned in the city's recent parking study. That's according to a survey on parking issues discussed Tuesday evening at the city's second public forum on the parking study by Desman and Associates. 

May 22, 2012
Milwaukee parking checkers write tickets first, ask questions later
Few things can ruin your night in Milwaukee like returning to where you parked and finding a ticket. So imagine how it feels to be Samantha Ziolkowski. "The first seven, I'd say, were really frustrating," Ziolkowski said of her saga with Milwaukee parking enforcement officers. She is the prime example of a flaw in Milwaukee parking ticket policy. That policy pushes parking checkers to write tickets the city is going to throw out anyway.

May 22, 2012
Traffic Plan for a Brooklyn Arena Cuts Parking Slots by Half
The conundrum that Samuel I. Schwartz, the traffic engineering expert, faced was this: How could the already jam-packed streets in the heart of Brooklyn accommodate thousands of extra cars filled with fans traveling to a basketball arena and desperately searching for parking?  His answer, revealed on Tuesday to a panel of Brooklyn officials with all the flourish and detail of a general planning to storm the beaches of Normandy, was to discourage driving entirely, by cutting the number of parking spaces at the Barclays Center in half. 

May 22, 2012
New York Tops London With A Million Dollar Parking Space
In London, specifically the trendy and uber-expensive Knightsbridge neighborhood, $849,000 buys you a 350 square foot parking garage, complete with its own overhead door and separate entrance. In Manhattan, a new ultra-luxury condo building in Greenwich Village is asking a mind-warping $1 million for a single parking space in a communal garage. To even qualify for purchase, first you have to buy one of the building’s largest condo units, which are priced from “just under” $39 million according to MSNBC’s The Bottom Line.

May 22, 2012
The perils of parking — and the price of getting it wrong
Pop quiz: In the city of Minneapolis, how far from a driveway should your bumper be when you park on the street? Four feet, two feet, five feet, one inch, 10 feet?  I asked this question to 10 residents walking around the St. Anthony Main neighborhood. If they are indicative of most, then few of you reading this will know the answer. This article addresses that information gap by filling you in on some common unknown laws in the city. Then, part two makes a case for what should be done on account of it.

May 22, 2012
Ride and park: Car share coming to Miami this summer
Starting this summer, Miami residents can start thinking about the once-unthinkable: Ditching the car.
As early as July, the city parking authority will make 250 Smart Fortwo mini-cars available for rent by the minute, making Miami the latest major U.S. burg to jump on the fast-growing car-share bandwagon. At no cost to taxpayers, the Miami Parking Authority’s board approved a two-year trial project with Daimler’s Car2go subsidiary, which will park its high-mileage two-seaters on city streets and let anyone with a membership card (a one-time cost of $30) drive one off. 

May 21, 2012
KurbKarma makes car parking social
Social networking has finally come to the aid of drivers ceaselessly circling in hopes of finding a parking spot on Union Street or North Beach in San Francisco. Here at TechCrunch Disrupt, KurbKarma launched an iPhone app that could take the pain out of parking. A user ready to vacate a parking spot publishes his or her spot to the app, which it locates on a map and then sends out the availability to the KurbKarma social network.

May 21, 2012
Here's How Downtown's New Variable Parking Pricing Works
Dynamic parking pricing has hit LA, with the official launch of the ExpressPark program today in four and half square miles of Downtown. Under the year-long pilot, pricing at meters and in city-owned lots will fluctuate in response to demand, and will range from 50 cents up to six dollars an hour (meters are currently $1 to $4 per hour). There are 6,000 meters and 7,500 lot spaces covered by the project.

May 21, 2012
First Friday parking tickets feed anger
A spike in parking tickets issued during May's First Friday event in downtown Las Vegas has raised the ire of an outspoken business owner just as officials were seeking to soothe tension in City Hall over Arts District issues. The latest allegation of bureaucracy run amok from Arts Factory and Bar and Bistro owner Wes Isbutt follows several weeks of sparring over revised city rules governing special events that some say forced small businesses to cancel outdoor activity because they couldn't afford to hire the Metropolitan Police Department to provide security.

May 21, 2012
Xerox Transportation Technology on Display at LA ExpressPark Launch, ITS America 2012 Annual Expo
Drivers in downtown Los Angeles may have more time on their hands starting today. LA ExpressPark(TM) goes live, an advanced parking system developed by Xerox and the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT), that applies new technology and demand-based pricing to increase the availability of limited parking spaces, relieve traffic congestion and reduce air pollution. 

May 20, 2012
Meterless parking rules kick in for downtown Decatur
Drivers, take note: The time-limit enforcement system for downtown parking is starting now. The city has begun to post signs notifying drivers of the time limits in spaces downtown where metered parking has become a thing of the past. City development planner Stephanie Ashe Brown said the signs are already up in the 300 and 400 blocks of North Water Street and will continue to be erected as construction progresses.

May 20, 2012
Park it
There's truth in the saying that a downtown doesn't have a parking problem unless anyone can find a parking space whenever and where ever they want. Healthy downtowns are packed with people who gobble up parking spots, and with that as a gauge, Birmingham is about as strong as a city can be. Anyone who has been downtown on a weekend evening can attest to the popularity of the shopping and entertainment area.

May 20, 2012
The $1 million parking space
You’ll need a trunk full of cash to park here. The city’s first million-dollar parking space is on the market. The private garage at 66 E. 11th St. costs six times more than the national-average price of a single-family home. 
Buying it would be the same as paying a $115 ticket for illegal parking every day — for 24 years. For moguls or celebrities, however, the rare commodity of a Manhattan parking space inside their building, with a curb cut at the street, is a huge status symbol and selling point.

May 20, 2012
New York Considers Parking Meter Privatization
According to the Wall Street Journal, New York City is on the verge of soliciting interest in some form of parking meter privatization. In considering this, it is important to understand the nature of parking meters. Parking meters aren’t a capital asset like a bridge or highway. Nor are they a real government service like garbage collection or parks. Rather, parking meters are an urban planning tool that cities use to manage access to precious on street real estate for the benefit of the city and neighborhoods.

May 19, 2012
Downtown Salisbury parking? No problem, Mayor Ireton says
There's no parking problem in the downtown, says Mayor Jim Ireton, who just released results of a study he contends will back up his claim. "There's not a single politician, not a single blog that can argue with this," Ireton said. "(They say) there's a parking problem downtown. No, there's not." During the past month-and-a-half, city staffers counted spaces used in the parking garage and in five nearby lots.

May 19, 2012
Local Experts, Residents Weigh in on Newton's Parking Problems 
You're driving around Newton Centre, late for an appointment, and every metered parking spot is taken. On the fifth circle around the center lot, you finally spot someone pulling out of a space on Beacon Street. You quickly turn the car around, zoom out the exit, fight through the traffic and into the space before someone else gets there. Then, you reach into your pocket and find -- no quarters. Parking in Newton is not always easy. 

May 19, 2012
"You Park Stupid"
Complaints about parking in Collingswood typically center on its availability (or lack thereof), and not necessarily how well it's executed. But creep over the line, park in a handicap spot or swing your tail end too far into traffic, and a new Facebook page, "You Park Stupid," might just call you out on that decision.

May 18, 2012
Downtown L.A. parking fees to rise, fall with demand 
Los Angeles officials will unveil a new program Monday to increase downtown parking fees by as much as 50% to $6 an hour in the busiest periods at curbside spaces and city-owned lots, a strategy intended to reduce peak parking demand and congestion caused by drivers circling blocks looking for an open space. Called LA ExpressPark, the yearlong pilot project will cover 4.5 square miles. It will redesign the way meter prices are set for more than 500,000 people who work or shop each day in the city’s center. In less busy periods, current $1-an-hour minimum fees could drop to as low at 50 cents an hour. 

May 18, 2012
LA To Hire Hundreds Of Parking Enforcement Personnel In Meter Crackdown
Next time you park your car anywhere in Los Angeles, make sure you carry some change to feed the meter or you could end up coughing up big bucks. KNX 1070′s Pete Demetriou reports the city has announced plans to hire more parking enforcement employees in its latest move to maximize revenue.

May 18, 2012
Mayor: Add More Parking Officers to Generate Revenue
Hoping to generate revenue during a city budget crisis, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa has pitched his idea to boost by 50 the number of parking enforcement officers across the city. Last year, city officials said they raised $9 million with 100 part time parking enforcement officers. Under the Mayor’s plan, the city hopes to raise $4 million with 50 part-time hires next year.

May 18, 2012
Surface parking lots hurt more than they help
Back in 1993, Philadelphia committed a radical act. It opened a new downtown convention center without a single public parking space. Despite the modest inconvenience, the city’s hospitality industry exploded. Suburbanites flocked in for the popular flower show and other special events, often choosing to take the train instead of driving.
Since then, the city’s fortunes have picked up and more cultural attractions have opened, yet the city’s resolve to limit parking has weakened.

May 17, 2012
Some Center City Drivers Disregard Handicap Parking Signs, And Never Get Caught
Every day in Philadelphia about 80 people are ticketed for illegally parking in a handicap parking spot or blocking access to a handicap ramp. That’s a huge burden for the disabled. But the CBS 3 I-Team wanted to know how many people are never caught doing it, and what we found blew us away. Our cameras watched as car after car at a Center City strip mall blatantly disregarded the handicap markings on the pavement. One man became so angry at us when we questioned him that he cursed us out.

May 17, 2012
Homeowner calls for downtown residential permit parking
Fed up and frustrated, Sudbury Street resident Randy Wright is calling on elected city officials to reconsider a residential parking program to help curb parking scofflaws in his neighborhood. Having lived in the dense section of the city for nearly 30 years, Wright said he reached his boiling point over the weekend, during the latest of what he considers to be ongoing and never-ending parking infractions by inconsiderate neighbors and visitors. 

May 17, 2012
There's nothing appealing about these parking tickets
WELCOME to the latest installment of Parking Vile-ations, a regular feature of this column. Erin Bagley has lived in Chinatown long enough to know that, on Sundays, parking is free on the 1100 block of Race Street. So, on a recent Sunday, she was puzzled to find a $36 ticket on her car from the Philadelphia Parking Authority for an expired kiosk receipt. Then she noticed the expired receipt on her Nissan’s dashboard. But it was for parking obtained days earlier, in a different part of the city. She’d forgotten to throw the receipt away.

May 17, 2012
City collecting less cash from parking and traffic fines as cops write fewer tickets
The city’s revenues from traffic and parking violations could come in under last year’s eight-year low because cops are on track to write nearly 270,000 fewer moving violations, The Post has learned. Reports from Mayor Bloomberg’s budget office show that 1,262,585 of those violations were recorded in the last fiscal year, while only 744,741 were logged through the first nine months of fiscal 2012.  If that trend continues through June 30, when the fiscal year ends, the final tally will be 992,988 — a stunning reduction of 269,597 summonses.

May 17, 2012
Parkmobile USA, Inc. Launches NFC-Enabled Mobile Parking Payment Solution in Oakland, CA
Parkmobile USA, Inc. announced today that their revolutionary new mobile payment service has been implemented in Oakland, CA. Not only can customers now pay for parking with their cell phone using Parkmobile's native mobile applications for the iPhone, Android, Windows 7, and Blackberry smartphones anywhere in the city, but they can also choose to pay with NFC-enabled mobile phones by waving or tapping their phone on any of Parkmobile's NFC-enabled stickers. 

May 16, 2012
Mayor Bloomberg wants to privatize city parking
Mayor Bloomberg Wednesday said the city will privatize the operation of its parking meters if the price is right.
Signing a deal with a private contractor would in all likelihood wipe out many of the jobs of workers who collect money from meters — but the mayor said that should not be the city’s main concern. “The city government and the city taxpayers are not here to run a full-employment agency,” Bloomberg said.

May 16, 2012
Columbia City Council eyes parking meter fine hikes
Seemingly shocked at how low fines are for that breed of lawbreaker who forgets to feed the parking meter, some Columbia City Council members proposed Tuesday that parking fines be hiked. “I wouldn’t go up to what Atlanta is, but $10 for a ticket is not a big deal,” said council member Tameika Isaac Devine at a special council work session at City Hall. Columbia’s fine for parking overtime at a meter is $7; Atlanta’s is $25, council members said. 

May 16, 2012
Paid Parking Ordinance OK'd for Downtown Summit 
Although several residents spoke out against a move to abolish the free shopper parking at the lots on Deforest Avenue, an ordinance to do so passed 6-1 by the Summit Council on Monday night. Councilman Pat Hurley was the lone dissenting voice calling the move risky since downtown shoppers only would have 30 minutes of free parking versus 2 hours.

March 16, 2012
Michigan law now in effect to punish motorists with 3 unpaid parking tickets
Michigan is cracking down on scofflaws who dodge paying parking tickets in an effort to help cities collect millions in unpaid fines. Starting Wednesday, a law goes into effect that allows the Michigan Secretary of State to deny the renewal or issuance of a driver's license to anyone who has three or more unpaid parking tickets. Previously, the law allowed motorists to accrue six unpaid parking tickets before being denied renewal.

May 16, 2012
Parking Improvement Plan Could be Cure for What Ails Downtown 
A makeover of downtown Moorestown’s parking profile would provide numerous benefits to the business community, as well as Main Street shoppers, according to a study prepared by Taylor Design Group.  Scott Taylor, vice president of the planning and landscape architecture firm, presented an outline of the plan to township council Monday.

May 15, 2012
W-B ready to seek bidders for parking lease deal
The city Parking Authority will learn if $20 million up front is a reasonable expectation to lease the city’s parking assets. Desman Associates, a parking consulting firm based in Chicago, was retained by the authority board last month to evaluate the city’s parking financials and help prepare the Request for Qualifications. The RFQ should be ready to be sent out to prospective bidders to gauge what interest there is in leasing the city’s 2,113 garage spaces, 160 surface lot spaces and 800 parking meters.

May 15, 2012
Proposal would put parking meters on South Congress Avenue
Austin City Council Member Chris Riley, looking to mediate a lingering parking dispute between South Congress Avenue merchants and the neighborhoods alongside, has proposed putting parking meters on the bustling avenue and the east-west streets that intersect it. Riley also suggests that parking on nearby streets parallel to South Congress be restricted to residents and their guests, and perhaps to employees of the shops and restaurants along South Congress. Riley characterized the proposal, outlined to residents and merchants in a meeting last week, as "simply a basis for continued conversation" rather than an inevitability.

May 14, 2012
City Still Wants to Privatize Parking Meters, But Not Pricing or Enforcement 
New York City is still interested in contracting out the operations of its roughly 82,000 metered parking spaces, according to a report in today’s Wall Street Journal. A prime motivation, it appears, is the belief that a private company could more quickly roll out high-tech additions to the city’s parking system, such as sensors that provide real-time parking data. In the next few weeks, City Hall will put out a request for qualifications to put together a short list of potential private partners.

