Parking Stories From Non-Seattle Jurisdictions: March 29 – April 6, 2012 


April 6, 2012
Parking tips and tricks: Where to leave your ride at First Friday
One of the great luxuries of living in Las Vegas is its abundance of free parking. But anyone who has checked out downtown events like First Friday knows this is a privilege, not a right. To drive to First Friday often means venturing into a world of auto anarchy; you might be blocked in, towed or, more often, circling the same stretch of Fremont for 40 minutes in a desperate and futile quest for street parking.

April 6, 2012
Lowville grappling with parking-spot woes
Deputy Michael K. Leviker admits that when he took over the part-time job of parking enforcement in the village of Lowville, the parking laws confused him, so he consulted the state Department of Transportation to be sure he understood the signs correctly. The Lewis County Sheriff’s Department’s parks and recreation officer now is well-versed in what all of the signs mean, but he said the public is not, judging by the number of tickets he issues every week.

April 5, 2012
Plymouth: City parking changes, enforcement take shape
Parking regulation changes designed to better accommodate downtown visitors are in the works in Plymouth, and the first was introduced on Monday. With a 6-1 vote, the Plymouth City Commission limited all parking on the lower level of the 300-spot deck on Harvey to three hours, effective Monday, April 23. The deck's lower level currently has 13 eight-hour spaces, with the rest having a three-hour limit.

April 5, 2012
Elephant.co.uk Reveals Research on Problematic Parallel Parking
elephant.co.uk has discovered just how problematic parallel parking is for British motorists. It might seem like a simple, everyday activity, but new research suggests parking is a real headache for many motorists in the UK. 
New research by car insurance specialist, elephant.co.uk has revealed one in five (21%) motorists can rarely or never parallel park with three-fifths (58%) giving up and driving off because they haven't been able to manoeuvre their car into a space. More than one in ten (13%) motorists also admit they avoid parallel parking altogether. 

April 4, 2012
Extended Metered Parking in Downtown Culver City Suspended Until July 10 
Downtown Culver City drivers have been granted a reprieve from extended parking meter hours until July 10.
At Monday night’s City Council meeting, the council unanimously agreed to direct the Chief of Police Don Pederson to suspend the 6 – 11 p.m. metered parking and the all day Sunday metered parking.

April 4, 2012
Pirates’ Home Opener Presents Parking Predicaments
Baseball fans, the wait is almost over. The Pittsburgh Pirates will begin the season at PNC Park at 1:35 p.m. Thursday. In all the excitement, the home opener will present some parking predicaments for everyday commuters. There are plenty of spots up for grabs on the North Shore, but Thursday will be a different story.

April 4, 2012-04-06 
Northern Ireland parking fines fail to cover costs
The high figures in some urban areas add weight to claims by business representatives that aggressive ticketing meant to improve traffic flow is driving customers away. They show that £36.1m was paid for parking enforcement and car-park services contract with NSL (formerly NCP) since October 2006 against £22.5m raised by parking tickets.

April 3, 2012
Miami Marlins reconsider, will pay to create parking lots for new stadium's neighbors
The Miami Marlins have agreed to pay to convert four municipal lots near their new baseball stadium into parking for their unhappy neighbors.  The Tuesday morning agreement was reached hours before Miami-Dade County commissioners voted to restore street parking for residents of Northwest Third Street. “What a coincidence that today they sit down to the table when this item is here before us,” said County Commissioner Bruno Barreiro. “Unfortunately, we had to get to this point.” 

April 3, 2012
Chicago Transit Authority lets customers pay for parking by cell phone
Chicago commuters have a new way to pay for parking. Chicago Transit Authority officials say the agency will let customers pay for parking via cellphones. The mobile phone parking will be available at 14 different CTA Park & Ride lots. It's offered through a company called Parkmobile, which allows cashless transactions from cellphones. 
Here's how it works. Once commuters pull into a parking space, they can make a phone call or use an ap to make the transaction. Payments are linked to credit or debit cards.

April 3, 2012
Council Discusses Possible Parking Rule Changes 
The Verona Township Council will study a parking concern brought up by a local business owner at Monday night’s meeting after the business owner express concern about the issue causing problems for his business. Kim Cheung, owner of Belle Gente Trattoria & Ristorante, told the council he’s seen cars parked overnight in metered spots on multiple occasions in the lot behind his restaurant, which has caused problems for his business, including delivery problems and garbage removal issues.

April 3, 2012
MacKay Meters Partners With UIC for Contactless/NFC Payments in Parking Meter
MacKay Meters announced today that it has partnered with UIC to provide the first single-space wireless parking meter capable of contactless and near field communication (NFC) payments. The MacKay Guardian(TM) SOLO currently accepts a variety of payment forms including credit cards, tokens, MacKay smart (chip) cards, as well as coins. 

April 3, 2012
Siemens and Streetline Join Forces to Make Finding and Paying for Parking Easy
Siemens Industry, Inc. and Streetline today announced an advanced parking solution combining smart parking meters, sensors and applications to provide cities with flexible parking options for residents and visitors while reducing traffic congestion in downtown areas. 

April 3, 2012
New app lets most CTA train commuters pay parking via phone
Drivers leaving their vehicles at any of 14 CTA parking lots before riding the train can now pay for parking using their smartphones and credit or debit cards, officials announced Monday. The new cashless system is operated by Parkmobile at CTA park-and-ride lots managed by Central Parking System near the Blue, Brown, Green, Orange and Pink lines.

April 2, 2012
Sunday parking meters may drive away sales
Taxing residents with another parking fee or enforcing transit-first policies. Driving shoppers to out-of-town malls or opening up parking spots in front of local businesses. Updating antiquated traffic rules or overregulating automobile usage. The contentious proposal to charge at parking meters on Sundays has many supporters and detractors, and nowhere is that dichotomy clearer than in the West Portal neighborhood.



April 2, 2012
Medford Adopts ‘Pay By Phone' Parking
Paying for parking downtown may have just gotten easier city officials have introduced a new 'Pay By Phone' alternative. City officials say the new alternative to pay for your parking will hopefully make it less likely that you will be walking back to find a ticket on your windshield. Drivers can now simply register for the new pay by phone program, enter in their license plate number and a credit or debit card to have on file.

April 2, 2012
Payment in Lieu of Parking Policy OK’d
At its April 2, 2012 meeting, the Ann Arbor city council approved the policy by which the minimum required parking component of developments in the downtown D1 and D2 zoning districts can be satisfied off-site from the development. The city is using the acronym CIL for “contribution in lieu” to describe the option. The idea could be familiar to some readers as PILOP, or “payment in lieu of parking.” The sole vote against the resolution came from Mike Anglin (Ward 5).

April 2, 2012
A few words on parking meters: Never on Sunday
Enough. Drivers in San Francisco, already hounded by official decree, deserve a break from City Hall's ceaseless effort to squeeze more money in the name of public transit. The latest sore point is the city's transportation budget. To resolve a $53 million gap over the next two years, the Municipal Transportation Agency wants to run parking meters on Sunday and add an extra $5 to parking tickets that range from $40 to $60, among the highest in the country. There are also plans for 1,000 new meters in neighborhoods that don't have them.

April 2, 2012
Opinion today: Vibrant uses, not parking lots will be best for downtown Syracuse
Andrew Obernesser, land use planner for edr Companies Syracuse, writes about parking in downtown Syracuse in the Readers' Page of today's Post-Standard. Here is his letter: With all due respect to Maureen Green, her prescription for turning vacant downtown buildings into parking lots or garages misses the mark. The demolition of functional (though unattractive) buildings in favor of parking lots is symptomatic of a paradigm that has done much damage to downtown.

April 2, 2012
Parking relatively easy for first big-league game at Marlins Park, but some fans hit other snags
About 30 minutes before the Yankees' Derek Jeter hit Ricky Nolasco's first pitch to right field for a double, Ronnelle Buch of Boca Raton stood in line with her family waiting to get into the inaugural big-league game at Marlins Park.
Buch had a relatively easy ride to Miami, even found her parking garage without a snarl. The only hassle was standing in a line of about 200 people to get into the stadium. "So far it's easy except for the line into the park," she said. "That was the longest part of the whole trip."

April 2, 2012
Parking restrictions in effect as street sweeping season starts 
Street sweeping began today across Chicago, and the city's Department of Streets and Sanitation is warning citizens to be aware of parking restrictions, temporary and permanent, that will be in effect. The street sweeping season lasts until Oct. 31, according to a release from the department, keeping dirt and debris out of the city's sewer system and allowing for better drainage during rainy weather.

April 2, 2012
A passion for parking drives city of Duluth's newest hire
Matthew Kennedy will be the first to admit few people share his unique passion. “Most people don’t get too excited about parking, but I do,” said Duluth’s new parking point man. Duluth hired Kennedy a few weeks ago as its first citywide parking manager, and he has been assigned with overseeing all the community’s meters, ramps, lots and enforcement.

April 2, 2012
Parking fines rake in £2.7m for Bristol City Council
THE amount of money Bristol City Council has made from parking fines has more than tripled in the last five years.
Records obtained by the Evening Post show that the council made £2.7 million over the last year alone – almost three and a half times as much as in 2007/08. Drivers' groups and motorists have slammed the rises, accusing authorities of forcing motorists off the roads. But the council claims the clampdown is a necessary step in easing traffic congestion and ensuring motorists obey the rules.

April 1, 2012
D.C.'s red-top meters latest effort to fight handicap parking fraud
D.C.'s controversial handicapped parking meter program, stopped by emergency legislation last month, came out of years of trying to clamp down on fraud, according to city officials. District Department of Transportation Director Terry Bellamy told the D.C. Council that the city has been trying to refine rules for handicapped parking for more than a decade to keep the city's parking spots accessible for disabled people. 

April 1, 2012
Private parking garage in works for downtown
As Nathan and Jon Odle's 100-unit student housing complex at College Avenue and Walnut Street nears completion, they are moving forward with plans to put about 120 more units across the street.  The Odles are asking the city to rezone a .4-acre tract on the south side of Walnut Street from residential to open commercial to accommodate another building. And the family has told city staff that it plans to replace the parking lot planned on the site it is currently developing — with a four-deck parking garage that can hold between 300 and 400 cars. 

April 1, 2012
Norwalk Parking Authority approves $5.1M budget, boosts monthly permit fees by $1 or $2
Monthly parking permits for the South and East Norwalk Train stations soon will go up by $2. Similar permits for the Webster Lot, Haviland Deck and Yankee Doodle Garage will increase by a dollar. Following a public hearing Wednesday night at which no one spoke, the Norwalk Parking Authority approved those and other rate adjustments, as well as the authority's 2012-13 operating budget.

April 1, 2012
Parking versus buildings downtown
Many people who seldom frequent downtown have several, mostly bogus, reasons not to come down. One of those is the lack of parking. On the other hand, those same people complain because there are what they consider to be vast expanses of asphalt downtown. City Councilor Blake Ewing seems to believe that there needs to be a compromise drawn. I agree. 

April 1, 2012
Workplace Parking Levy begins in Nottingham
Employers with 11 or more parking spaces now have to pay Nottingham City Council £288 a year per space under the Workplace Parking Levy. Many employers have decided to pass on some or all of the charge to their staff while some have reduced their numbers of car parking spaces. Bristol City Council is considering a similar scheme. The Nottingham scheme will raise £2m less than the council predicted because employers have registered fewer spaces than expected.

April 1, 2012
‘Parking Ticket Amnesty’ begins
Parking scofflaws will have roughly two months to pay their debts to Kenmore before a new local law that will result in the towing of their vehicles is enforced.  Village officials have announced a “Parking Ticket Amnesty” program that gives the registered owners of vehicles with unpaid tickets until May 31 to pay up. 



April 1, 2012
Marlins add 3,000 parking spaces
The Miami Marlins, under fire for failing to provide enough parking spaces for fans or the people who live near the new stadium, said Saturday they have secured an additional 3,000 spaces anywhere from a block to 2 miles from Marlins Park. The Marlins also announced details of their plans to provide shuttles and trolleys from some of the more distant lots.

March 31, 2012
Dozens Cited For Parking In Handicapped Spots
Six police agencies in St. Louis County scanned parking lots, Saturday, for people illegally parking in spots reserved for the handicapped. Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster rode along with some officers, “We’re not trying to make criminals out of good people. All we’re trying to do is get the word out that these handicapped-accessible spaces belong to the handicapped community exclusively, not to husbands or children or friends.”

March 31, 2012
The grocer: Add more parking to help businesses thrive
Forgive Sun Philavanh if her only complaint about downtown Des Moines is that, on occasion, it doesn’t have enough parking for her customers. Philavanh has had her New Oriental Food Store on East Grand Avenue in the East Village since before the East Village existed. “I think from five years to right now, a lot’s changed,” she said, pointing to a building of recent loft apartments down the street. “Before, there was a car dealer there. Now they changing already, a big apartment go up. There’s more people.”

March 31, 2012
3 unpaid parking tickets could affect licensing
A new Michigan law says motorists with at least three unpaid parking tickets could be blocked from renewing their driver's license. The law, which starts May 16, drops the current threshold to three tickets from six. If tickets are unpaid, local governments can pass the information to the secretary of state's office and cause problems at renewal time. Grand Rapids City Manager Greg Sundstrom said he's enthusiastic about the new law. The city is owed $3.45 million on 68,674 unpaid parking tickets.

March 31, 2012
Family that complained about Passaic parking fee gets hit with tickets
For five years, the Stein family of Passaic has positioned their van equipped with a handicapped lift for their disabled son so they could quickly leave in an emergency. No one during those years complained, even when the van parked in the driveway extended over part of the sidewalk or when the Steins blocked the driveway on Union Avenue with another vehicle to prevent theft of the costly handicapped-accessible van.

March 31, 2012
Middlesbrough council parking funds £500k down
Car parking income to Middlesbrough council is forecast to be around £500,000 lower than expected this financial year. The economic situation and competition from more privately run car parks are being given as among the reasons for the decline in income to council coffers. Now the council is taking a detailed look at its car parking provision, particularly in the town centre.

March 31, 2012
US Rep. Lynch gets another parking pass; congressional vehicle’s permit appears to have expired years ago
US Representative Stephen F. Lynch has apparently been getting a pass on parking in his hometown of South Boston for years. His second vehicle -- this one a personal car with an official congressional license plate -- bears a residential parking sticker that expired six years ago. The sedan, marked by the license plate “US Congress 9” and two Lynch campaign stickers in the rear window, also bears a South Boston residential parking sticker that expired Dec. 31, 2006. It was parked Friday afternoon on Thomas Park, not far from his home.


March 31, 2012
Michigan to target parking scofflaws
As Michigan tightens its law punishing scofflaws who dodge paying parking tickets — an effort to help cities collect millions in unpaid fines — some cities say the crackdown is overly burdensome, while others embrace it. Starting May 16, a law goes into effect that allows the Michigan Secretary of State to deny the renewal or issuance of a driver's license to anyone who has three or more unpaid parking tickets. Previously, the law allowed motorists to accrue six unpaid parking tickets before being denied renewal.

March 30, 2012
Manhattan Beach Community Group Opposes Reduction Of Alternate Side Parking
We weren’t able to make it to Manhattan Beach Community Group’s March meeting this week because of a scheduling conflict, but the group posted a roundup of the meeting on its website. The update notes that the group voted to oppose a proposal to reduce alternate side parking hours in the community that would have made parking more available.

March 30, 2012
Don't expect Car2Go to always save you from parking tickets
One of the virtues of new car-sharing service Car2Go, launched last weekend and costing 38 cents a minute to drive, is its promise of fewer parking restrictions. Car2Go members can, according to its agreement with the D.C. government, park in any non-restricted metered or non-metered space as long as it's in the "home area" of the District. You can't park in rush hour lanes, handicapped spaces, or any other marked spaces ... but otherwise, you should be free to park without the burden of parking tickets. 

March 30, 2012
Parking in Boston is a Bigger Rip Off Than Anywhere Else in North America
Everybody knows that paid parking is the biggest scam in the history of the universe. When the parking meter was invented in 1935, Charles Ponzi kicked dirt and mumbled, “How did I not think of this?” and continued his sad walk down the street. Well, it turns out, Boston is damn near better at this scam than every other city in the continent. In North America, no one rips off drivers quite like Boston.

March 30, 2012
S.F. eyes ending free parking meters on Sundays
The long-standing tradition of not having to feed parking meters on Sunday in San Francisco could soon be a thing of the past. A proposed Municipal Transportation Agency budget released Thursday calls for enforcing parking meters on Sundays - from noon to 6 p.m. - to help balance the budget of the financially struggling agency without raising transit fares more than already planned or cutting service.

March 30, 2012
Audit finds $17 million in unpaid Long Beach parking tickets
Long Beach has failed to collect $17.6 million in unpaid parking tickets because of an outdated software program and lack of staff, an audit released Thursday shows. "We cannot afford to ignore the problem any longer," said City Auditor Laura Doud, who announced the findings at a Thursday morning news conference with Mayor Bob Foster. "We must act swiftly and make needed investment to update our outdated system to be more efficient in our collection efforts and to use city resources better."

March 30, 2012
Marlins Park neighbors, city hit parking snag
Just last week, Miami city commissioners voted to convert four city-owned lots into parking spaces for Little Havana residents whose on-street parking was eliminated to accommodate traffic around the new Marlins Park.
The only thing missing was about $20,000 to clear the lots, install lighting and throw down some gravel, and another $20,000 or so for annual maintenance and security costs.


March 30, 2012
Sen. Levin tries to legislate a parking place
The same month that Michigan Democratic Sen. Carl Levin bought his first electric car, he sponsored legislation to establish battery recharge stations in the Capitol complex’s parking areas. The bill would give the Architect of the Capitol (AOC) the authority to provide recharging stations for electric vehicles in Senate parking lots. Levin introduced the bill in April of last year, the same month he purchased his Chevy Volt.

March 30, 2012
Free parking bid to revive town centres
FREE parking will be introduced in some Thanet car parks on Saturdays in a bid to boost business. The district council is making the move, which will allow shoppers to park without charge from June. However, charges will rise for the first time since 2008 and evening fees will be introduced in several streets and car parks across the isle.
Summer hotspots such as Ramsgate's Marina Esplanade and Albion Street and Joss Bay in Broadstairs will be targeted with planned charges as high as £2.50 per hour and £8 all day.

March 30, 2012
Tulsa city councilors mull parking-lot moratorium; some wonder if move would stifle development
City councilors are considering a proposed resolution that would set a six-month moratorium on the demolition of downtown buildings specifically for surface parking lots. "We have more surface parking now then we did 35 years ago, and we have fewer people working downtown," Councilor Blake Ewing said during a council committee meeting Thursday. "The trend needs to reverse and go in a different direction, and that is infill (development) and intelligent parking solutions." 

March 29, 2012
Parking Workshop Sees No Quick Fixes, but Opens Conversation 
With limited parking in East Hampton Village, a mild winter and spring allowing for more time to meander from shop to shop, and summer fast approaching, Village Board members held an open session last week at the Emergency Services Building to brainstorm some ideas to improve parking in the village. Upon the meeting's end, no immediate changes seem evident. But members of the local business community, general public, and village board alike agreed that the nearly 90-minute-long conversation opened up a discussion about how to handle a dearth of parking spaces in a village that during peak season sees close to 5,000 cars per day enter in and out of its public lots - which accommodate roughly 850 cars.

March 29, 2012
National Parking Association Releases 2012 Parking in America Report, The Most Comprehensive Look at Parking in North America
Annual Survey Released During InterTraffic Finds Daily Downtown Parking Rates Begin to Rebound 
The National Parking Association (NPA) today released the results of its fourth annual Parking in America survey report. The study measures monthly, daily and hourly rates in cities throughout the United States and Canada, including parking facilities in hospitals, hotels, educational institutions and airports. It also documents rate trends in downtown parking areas and among institutional parking owners and operators. 

March 29, 2012
Software blamed for $17.6 million in unpaid Long Beach parking fines
Long Beach has failed to collect $17.6 million in unpaid parking tickets because of an outdated software program and lack of staff, an audit released Thursday shows. "We cannot afford to ignore the problem any longer," said City Auditor Laura Doud, who announced the findings at a Thursday morning news conference with Mayor Bob Foster. "We must act swiftly and make needed investment to update our outdated system to be more efficient in our collection efforts and to use city resources better."

