Parking Stories: October 11 – 19, 2012 


October 19, 2012
Catch the Big One
As I write this, I am exhilarated–and tired. I sure won’t be sending you a photograph of my desk this week. That’s because we opened exhibit sales for the 2013 IPI Conference & Expo and we’ve already broken our best opening-day record. It’s been a wild ride! I guess this is like hosting a Super Bowl in your city for our municipality members, or the freshman move-in day for our university members. A big day! An important day! 

October 19, 2012
Real-time parking service adding more garages Downtown Pittsburgh
Motorists looking for parking places Downtown will get a boost in coming months as the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust expands its real-time parking availability service. Launched in December 2010, ParkPGH now provides parking data for nine garages in the Cultural District and two on the North Shore. By the end of March, as many as 25 garages could be included as the trust expands the service from the Cultural District into a wider section of Downtown, said Marc Fleming, the trust's vice president for marketing and communications.

October 19, 2012
Parking tickets ignored by some
There are some places like Downtown Albuquerque, Nob Hill and areas around The University of New Mexico where parking is extremely hard to find. “We do have some parking places around here but you have to pay for it or if there is a little bit of parking it’s usually taken up,” said Shannon Cowboy who works near UNM. To ease that, some private parking lots offer one or two hours of free parking for people who patronize nearby businesses.

October 19, 2012
New parking study to take a broader look at downtown
The city of Glenwood Springs is ready to take a broader look at parking needs in the downtown commercial area, just as a new city parking garage is set to open soon. The city has contracted with Walker Parking Consultants to do an updated parking study and develop a new, long-term strategic parking plan. “There have been other parking studies done by the city in the past, so this will take that information and update it to take into account the new parking facilities,” said Rosa Silver, Glenwood Springs transportation manager.

October 18, 2012
New Ways of Thinking
Today, Oct. 18, 2012, is National Alternative Fuel Vehicle Day. One might take this news as little more than novel. Sure, maybe someone in the neighborhood has a Prius or perhaps you’ve seen an electric car charging station somewhere in your travels. But the truth is that there is a significant, paradigm-changing movement afoot with respect to how we fuel our vehicles, and reason to be optimistic that we might really be on our way to cleaner, more affordable fuel, access, and mobility choices. Here are a few examples to make the point.

October 18, 2012
Ranger danger on way out as councils get creative on parking
A parking meter rollout has been scrapped and car spaces made free as new councils reject unpopular parking meter regimes. New figures show 156 parking fines are handed out in NSW every hour. Newcastle Council has voted to halt the planned introduction of almost 190 parking meters in suburban shopping strips and to make weekend parking free from Saturday afternoons. It will also consider two-hour free parking across the city and selected free 15 to 30-minute spots.




October 18, 2012
Residents Outraged by Installation of Parking Meters
Tucked into Montgomery County’s fiscal year 2013 parking budget was the creation of 28 parking meters on Chevy Chase Drive, a decision residents there say they didn’t know about until workers began installing the meters this week. Now, people from a number of condominiums and apartment complexes are outraged the county would place meters in a heavily residential area already short on parking. 

October 18, 2012
State investigating Montclair Parking Authority
The Montclair Parking Authority, responsible for all parking-related issues and under the threat of dissolution by the Township Council, has now drawn intense state scrutiny. On Thursday, Oct. 4, the State of New Jersey Commission of Investigation (SCI) opened an inquiry of the MPA, according to a document from the state to the MPA and obtained by The Montclair Times. 

October 18, 2012
Parking with credit now 1-hour minimum
As of Nov. 1, those who use debit or credit cards to pay for fees to get parking meter stickers will have to pay for and buy time at the one-hour minimum cost, according to the city of Austin. Drivers who park and feed the meters with coins are allowed to buy time in 15-minute increments, however. The city's Transportation Department is passing along an increase in its fees to consumers as a result of the Durbin Amendment , which took effect Oct. 1 and increased the city's transaction fees from 10 cents to 25 cents on debit card and credit card purchases.

October 18, 2012
Glendale parking contract gets extension
Glendale this week agreed to extend its contract with the firm that manages five public parking lots for the city for $1.8 million. The agreement on the one-year extension came even as city officials work to address a number of problems, including broken equipment that at times leads to uncollected user fees. A city audit also recommended that the firm, Modern Parking, make original invoices available for inspection since there’s a risk they could be submitted to the city multiple times, and ratchet up its record-keeping.

October 17, 2012
Mayor Bloomberg Is “Trying To Help” Nearly Bankrupt Yankee Stadium Parking Company
With the company that owns the Yankee Stadium parking system staring down bankruptcy, Mayor Bloomberg called the situation “sad,” and said his administration is “trying to help them.” Speaking during a press conference Q & A, the mayor addressed the issue of the stadium’s foundering garages and lots, which have been only 42 percent full this season, according to this latest report. 

October 17, 2012
Worth-y opposition: Several businesses unite against parking garage
A contingent of downtown business owners are forging a front against the city's effort to build a parking garage at the Worth lot. While the construction of a new parking structure at the downtown parking lot is at this point only a concept, several proprietors are teaming up to actively speak out against the proposal. The movement against the new garage recently stepped up a notch with the creation of posters, stickers and signs reading "Parking Garage: It's not WORTH it!"

October 17, 2012
Residents Protest Town Parking Fee Increase 
Residents targeted a proposed Huntington LIRR parking garage fee increase at a 2013 Preliminary Town Budget hearing Tuesday, calling it out of touch with working class citizens. Town Supervisor Frank Petrone proposed a 1,200 percent jump – from $50 a year to $600 a year – for a guaranteed parking space in the town-owned parking garage in his $181.7 million budget in September, reasoning that it is the going rate among neighboring municipalities.

October 17, 2012
Income use from Des Moines parking garage under fire
Federal officials are investigating whether the city of Des Moines has improperly spent millions of dollars in income generated from a parking garage, according to interviews and public documents obtained by The Des Moines Register. The result could be higher property taxes for residents if federal officials demand that Des Moines repay a $15.2 million grant. 

October 17, 2012
National Parking Association Announces First Innovation Award Winners
The National Parking Association (NPA) announced the winners of its first ever Innovation Awards at the Annual Awards Luncheon on Wednesday, October 16. "We launched the Innovation Awards this year to recognize our member companies and individuals who deliver exceptional parking services to their clients while using state-of-the-art technology and sustainability practices to focus on bottom line results," said Christine Banning, CAE, NPA president. 

October 17, 2012
7 Proposals For Turning LA Parking Spaces Into Parks
Parklets (mini parks built in street parking spots, as seen every year on Park[ing] Day) are already in place in Long Beach and on their way in Los Angeles, so parklet fans are gearing up to make sure they are here to stay. Recently, the UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs Complete Streets Initiative released a tool kit for designing and creating parklets. 

October 16, 2012
That Parking Spot In Front of Your House Doesn't Belong to You
I live on a single family residential street in Seattle, and in the evenings, it looks like this. This makes me wonder sometimes: why is the city in the business of paving and maintaining three lanes of street when only one of them is actually moving cars? In fact, many people in my neighborhood have a driveway or a garage (and zoning requires on-site parking for any new construction) but they still choose to park in the street, presumably so they can use their garage for something else.

October 16, 2012
Parking Lots and Trash
On a recent trip to Bar Harbor, Maine, I noticed a small sign placed along many of the area’s hiking trails that simply said: ‘Leave no trace.’ The signs apparently help, as I saw very little litter. Back here at home, though, I see no such signs—but plenty of litter. I’ve watched people deliberately throw trash on the ground as they walk down the street or get into or out of their car in a parking lot.

October 16, 2012
Free 15-minute parking on the agenda for new Sydney council
Free 15-minute parking spaces will be considered by the City of Sydney, after its freshly elected council sat for the first time on Monday night. The council's first regular meeting unanimously voted to conduct a study into the feasibility of free 15-minute parking.  Parking allocation, charging and restrictions were the subject of debate between City of Sydney candidates in the September poll.

October 16, 2012
Dublin may waive some commercial parking requirements
Hoping to attract more restaurants, shops and life to part of its downtown district, Dublin will likely waive its parking requirements for new businesses along Village Parkway. At the direction of the City Council, the Dublin Planning Commission last week recommended approval of an ordinance change to eliminate the parking requirements for businesses in the area for a two-year trial period. The ordinance change is expected to go before the council by the end of the year.

October 16, 2012
Facts About the Parking in Ellicott City 
Howard County Planning and Zoning Director of Special Projects Steve Lafferty sent this email to stakeholders regarding the new parking projects coming to the Historic District: This message is going to you because of the extensive amount of misinformation and misrepresentations that have been distributed about the parking program proposed for downtown Ellicott City.

October 16, 2012
Palo Alto beefs up rules for downtown parking
A Palo Alto law that relaxed parking regulations for developers with downtown projects began its transition from the city's zoning code to its history books Monday night after the City Council passed an "urgency ordinance" temporarily halting it. The ordinance, which the council approved on an 8-0 vote with Greg Schmid absent, imposes a moratorium on the parking exemption granted to developers looking to build dense developments downtown and in the California Avenue business district. 

October 16, 2012
Morning Read: Disabled Drivers Unhappy Over Parking Meter Plan 
The District’s reworked disabled parking plan doesn’t look like it’s going to have an easier time being implemented this time around. The new plan—which is now being criticized by both disabled and non-disabled drivers—would reserve more than 10 percent of all parking meters as handicapped spots. The spots would be labeled with a red top parking meter and require disabled drivers to pay for parking. Disabled drivers do not currently have to pay for parking, which, according to city officials, has led to people using fraudulent handicapped decals to park.

October 16, 2012
National Parking Association Names Jeff Wolfe Chairman of the Board of Leading Parking Industry Trade Group
The National Parking Association (NPA) has elected Jeff Wolfe, president of The Car Park, of Boise, Idaho as chairman of the board of directors. Wolfe takes office for a two-year term effective Oct. 15, 2012. Wolfe and the board will set the vision, advocacy agenda and professional development framework of the Association. During Wolfe's tenure, NPA will focus on fundamental changes in the parking industry and the importance of technology adoption, professional training and a focus on key drivers of parking industry effectiveness. 

October 16, 2012
City Gets Strict on Overnight RV Parking 
The Carlsbad City Council has directed staff to draft a new ordinance that would restrict overnight parking of recreational and oversized vehicles citywide, to cut down on overnight camping on city streets. Although overnight camping on city streets is already illegal, the City of Carlsbad Police Department has limited tools to address these complaints and dedicates a lot of time responding to the negative effects of overnight parking and camping.  

October 16, 2012
Time limit extended at more downtown parking meters
Downtown parking is getting a little easier — something Colorado Springs city officials hope will attract more shoppers, diners and visitors to the area. The time limits on an additional 100 parking meters in downtown’s core — an area bounded by Cascade, Nevada and Colorado avenues and Boulder Street — have been extended to allow for a maximum of two hours of parking, an increase from 30 minutes or one hour. The changes took effect Tuesday.

October 16, 2012
Paying for Austin metered parking with a credit card could soon come with $1 minimum charge
Using a credit or debit card at a city of Austin parking meter would cost at least a buck under a measure that the Austin City Council will consider Thursday. The change would go into effect Nov. 1. A dollar buys an hour of time on an Austin meter. But that transaction, if done with a credit or debit card, also costs the city 25 cents, a fee charged by banks to process those charges that was 10 cents until federal law allowed the increase a year ago. 

October 15, 2012
Emanuel orders audit of parking meter deal
At a time his administration is locked in a dispute over a $14.2 million bill with the company that controls Chicago's parking meters, Mayor Rahm Emanuel is ordering an outside audit to make sure the firm is living up to its contractual obligations. The mayor has called for a look at the Chicago Parking Meters LLC agreement to make sure the company's revenue collections match the number of parking meters used around the city. Emanuel also wants to make certain the private consortium is meeting operating standards for things like participation by women- and minority-owned subcontractors.

October 15, 2012
Zoo reviving $200 million paid parking plan 
The San Diego Zoo is reviving a long-dormant plan to build a 4,800-space underground parking garage to relieve a persistent parking problem in Balboa Park. The plan, which would replace the zoo's free lot with paid parking, was approved in 2004 by the City Council but never implemented. Details of the proposal, expected to cost about $200 million, were shared last week with board members of the Balboa Park Conservancy and the U-T.

October 15, 2012
Chicago mayor orders audit of parking meter lease
Chicago will launch an operational and financial management audit of its controversial parking meter lease deal with a private company that is seeking more than $50 million in reimbursements from the city, Mayor Rahm Emanuel said on Monday. The third-largest U.S. city received $1.157 billion in 2008 from the 75-year lease with Chicago Parking Meters LLC (CPM), an investor group that includes Morgan Stanley.

October 15, 2012
Councilman Wants Change To Street Parking Permit Process
A city councilman wants to make it a bit more difficult for Philadelphia neighborhoods to acquire residential parking permits, because the current system often invites mini-civil wars. Permit parking on a block means that residents with a permit on their car can park for unlimited hours, but others must adhere to what is usually a two-hour time limit.

October 15, 2012
Portsmouth looking to sell old parking meters
The city is looking to get rid of hundreds of old and unneeded parking meters. The coin-operated parking meter heads are no longer needed as a result of a new "pay and display" parking meter system the city has gradually employed over the years. According to Public Works Director Steve Parkinson, there are roughly 600 parking meter heads in storage at the High-Hanover parking garage downtown. Parkinson said he intends to approach the City Council to discuss how to best dispose of the property. 

October 15, 2012
Cottleville city hall’s ‘green’ includes parking
Motorists who park in front of Cottleville City Hall probably notice the customary signs marking handicapped spaces, but some of the best parking is reserved for fuel-efficient vehicles. The signs read: "preferred parking for low emission or fuel efficient vehicles." The message is intended to be eco-friendly, not a means of creating revenue from parking tickets. "We put them there as an incentive for those people who drive those types of vehicles," said Scott Lewis, Cottleville's police chief and city administrator.

October 15, 2012
Higher parking fines, fees in Saginaw now in effect
Higher parking fees and fines in the City of Saginaw take effect Monday, Oct. 15. The new rate schedule was part of a revised city parking ordinance passed by Saginaw City Council at its Aug. 27 meeting. Chief Inspector John Stemple said the fines are part of a larger strategy to improve parking enforcement in Saginaw.


October 15, 2012
L.A. parking ticket refunds can now be researched online
Drivers who want to know if the city of Los Angeles owes them a parking ticket refund can search for their names on a new online database. The Department of Transportation's Parking Violations Bureau on Monday posted the names of nearly 1,100 people who prevailed in their challenges of parking tickets between September 2007 and August 2008. 

October 14, 2012
New drive against 'cash cow' parking charges
Councils will have to declare the total paid by drivers to park in both on-street and off-street bays, after new government figures showed local authorities’ total income from parking hitting £1.27 billion last year. Ministers believe the new “transparency” drive is vital to ensure local politicians can be properly held to account by motorists - and to help reverse the decline of the country’s high streets, including the closure of businesses. 

October 14, 2012
Emmaus looking to put the brakes on truck parking
In Emmaus, where national recognition as one of the country's best places to live has bolstered the image of a quaint, safe, desirable town, the community is grappling with what some consider a threat to that reputation.
Some in the borough of 11,300 haven't taken kindly to the sight of tractor-trailers taking up real estate on narrow streets. They want borough officials to make them go away.

October 13, 2012
'Parklets' add to green space, cut down on parking spaces, residents say 
Parking doesn't always come easy in Seattle. But the Seattle Department of Transportation, and some area businesses, are pushing for even fewer spots in an effort to create more green space. Seattle DOT is joining with area neighborhoods and businesses to replace parking spots with planters, trees and benches. These small urban parks, or parklets, serve as a way to get downtown residents more of fresh air. But support for the parklets is as varied as the neighborhoods they look to inhabit.

October 13, 2012
City mulls plan to offer free parking for veterans
Thousands of military veterans living in and around Winnipeg could soon be eligible for up to 20 hours of free parking on city streets every year. On Wednesday, city council's executive policy committee will consider a plan to distribute free-parking coupons to holders of veteran's licence plates and also offer veterans free parking on Remembrance Day and the anniversaries of D-Day and the battle of Vimy Ridge. 

October 13, 2012
Fears for Belmont parking plan after boss is fired
Uncertainty surrounds the future of a major parking control scheme after the consultant in charge was fired shortly before it was due to be implemented. The consultant had been working with the council for a number of years on the Belmont parking scheme. The parking scheme is set to affect more than 1,000 homes and 26 streets in the area and was aimed at easing congestion. 

October 13, 2012
Council greenlights parking study in anemic district
A shortage of available parking spaces for customers may be hurting business in the South County Road district, which is checkered with empty storefronts, a town official told the Town Council last week. Tanner Rose, chairman of the Planning and Zoning Commission, told the council the shortage is partly caused by store employees taking spaces that are needed for customers. Contractors and town employees also park in the district, and some spaces were converted in March to permit-only parking, he said.



October 13, 2012
New enforcement of parking laws in Lincolnshire
Motorists in Lincolnshire are being encouraged to brush-up on their Highway Code ahead of a new tougher stance on inconsiderate parking. From Monday, December 3, Lincolnshire County Council will begin enforcing parking laws - a role traditionally carried out by police. About 20 enforcement officers, wearing distinctive green and navy uniforms, will work across the county to help tackle problems caused by thoughtless parking.

October 13, 2012
Downtown Waco businesses mulling 2-hour parking limit crackdown
A downtown board’s proposal to enforce two-hour parking limits on Austin Avenue is drawing mixed reviews from the business owners the effort is supposed to help. The Public Improvement District Advisory Board this week approved spending $5,760 in the coming year for parking enforcement, focusing on Austin Avenue during business hours. Most of the street parking along Austin Avenue is officially two-hour parking, but the rule hasn’t been enforced in years.

October 13, 2012
West Hollywood may curb its free street parking
In West Hollywood, Sunset Boulevard has long been the odd street out. It is the only one where parking meters tick until 2 a.m. Not so on other streets in this 1.9-square-mile city, not even along Santa Monica Boulevard, where metering ends at 6 p.m. So as clubs and restaurants fill up along the storied Sunset Strip that begins in Hollywood, it's a sure bet many of those folks parked for free — even all night — in WeHo.
That could soon change.

October 13, 2012
Mayor says there will be public parking included in the Saca Chispas project 
Mayor of San Pedro Town Daniel Guerrero has gone on the record to state that the island will have public parking, even if it is not a part of the Saca Chispas project. Mayor Guerrero made the public statement in response to several concerns as a result of a story published in the October 4th issue of The San Pedro Sun. In the story entitled, “Will there be parking space at the Sunset Boardwalk Project?” it was revealed that there was a human error as it relates to a portion of the land that was once the old Saca Chispas football field.

October 13, 2012
Seaside Heights faces lawsuit over parking lease program
A Toms River attorney is taking Seaside Heights to court over a decade-old parking program that came into question earlier this year. The parking program allows property owners to pay a fee to annually lease a space outside their house or business and restrict it for their use only, in order to prevent beach visitors from parking there all day. 

October 12, 2012
'Parklets' could be bad for drivers, great for Seattle business
Once a year, the city of Seattle lets people turn some street parking into temporary parks, seating and game areas. Now, some city officials are wondering if it could work all year long. It's bad news for some drivers in parking-challenged parts of Seattle, but it may be great news for businesses. Parklets are already taking cities like San Francisco and Vancouver by storm. And Brian de Place with the Seattle Department of Transportation said that some business owners have expressed interest in installing parklets here. 

October 12, 2012
City Councilors Take On Parking Headaches 
Conceding that the city's comprehensive parking plan is working, City Councilors voted Thursday to cut the hours in half for a block on Lafayette Street in front of the Ace Hardware store and several other businesses. Ward 2 Councilor Michael Sosnowski, no fan of the comprehensive parking plan the council approved last year, said it appears that in general the plan is working. 

October 12, 2012
Talk parking with DDOT's Angelo Rao, Thursday at noon
Angelo Rao, DDOT's parking manager, has been holding a series of Parking Think Tanks across the District to hear from residents about parking policy. Besides events in Anacostia, Tenleytown, and many other neighborhoods, he has agreed to have one in the virtual neighborhood of the Internet here on Greater Greater Washington. 

October 12, 2012
This Is How Much People Care About Parking
I'll dispense with the drama first: Last night, after a yearlong debate over Douglas Development's plans to build a six-story mixed-use development in Tenleytown without off-street parking, the local Advisory Neighborhood Commission approved the plan unanimously. With ANC 3E's nonbinding stamp of approval, it goes to the Zoning Commission for a ruling on Douglas' application for zoning changes and exemptions.

October 12, 2012
Motorcyclists: Let us park for free
Rebel without a parking ticket? City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), an avid Harley-Davidson rider, is pushing for legislation that would make motorcycle parking free throughout the five boroughs. “We get tickets a lot,” Vallone said of motorcylists in front of Queens Borough Hall on Thursday. “That is unfair.” The Councilman, flanked by state Assemblyman Michael DenDekker (D-Jackson Heights) and fellow riders, said the biggest issue facing bikers are muni-meters.

October 12, 2012
Public parking in downtown Covington made easier with opening of garage 
Downtown Covington's new, multi-level parking garage, adjacent to the St. Tammany Parish Courthouse, is now open for motorists. Parish President Pat Brister and others involved in the construction of the $8.6 million project cut the ribbon on the garage Friday morning. The three-level garage will have 535 spaces, which will be available for public use free of charge, officials said. The 203,643-square-foot structure also includes about 10,000 square-feet of office space, which will be shared by the parish's clerk of court and registrar of voters.

October 12, 2012
Parking lot painter pounds the pavement
Chris Couri, 36, is well aware that at least part of the reason for his company's success is its racy and admittedly juvenile name: We Do Lines. "People are always taking pictures of our vehicles and the trailers, posting them on Facebook," he said. The name is intended to call to mind a certain illegal narcotic that's typically imported from Colombia and consumed through the nose. "What better way to grow a brand, than free publicity that's generated from the name?"

October 12, 2012
16 Parking Garages Worth Looking At
Next week, Arquitectonica’s Sunset Harbour Garage will have its official ribbon cutting. It’s the second such project in Miami for the firm and only one of a growing collection of high-design parking structures around the city. Firms like Herzog & De Mueron, Gehry Partners, and Perkins + Will have all left their marks on the city’s designer garage craze and plans are in place for a Zaha Hadid parking garage as well.

October 11, 2012
Merchants divided on Ellicott City parking program
Ed Williams, the apron-wearing proprietor of the Mumble and Squeak Toy Shoppe on Ellicott City's Main Street, has for decades heard arguments about downtown parking. It's a multiheaded beast — studied often, discussed ad nauseam and yet unsettled — but he figures he can point out what he considers the essence of the problem quickly by stepping out of his store on a bright October weekday afternoon. 



October 11, 2012
Parking Mate: Up-Close Mobile App Inspection
What is it? Allows you to keep track of meters, find your car using GPS tracking, take photos of your vehicle and input notes regarding certain parking restrictions. Trying to find a parking spot can be a hassle. When the meter runs out, or when you can't find your car among the maze of city streets, it gets more frustrating. Parking Mate works to eliminate the annoyances of street parking.

October 11, 2012
Yankee Stadium Parking Company Defaults On Its Bonds
The Yankees are in the playoffs after another successful season. But a key part of their stadium operation is a failure: the company that owns the Yankees Stadium parking garages has defaulted on more than $237 million in bonds. The default means city taxpayers contributed about $39 million in subsidies to a project that is teetering on the brink of collapse. The city also spent $195 million to replace the parkland it gave to the Yankees, some of it now the site of languishing parking structures.

October 11, 2012
Rolly: Parking issues lead to boycott of SLC businesses 
With the number of complaints I have received about over-aggressive and sometimes incompetent parking enforcement in Salt Lake City, it was a matter of time before someone would say they have had enough and would no longer shop or dine in Utah’s capital city. So say hello to Lee Siegel, a Murray resident, University of Utah employee and former science writer for The Salt Lake Tribune.

