Parking Stories: September 13 – 19, 2013


September 19, 2013
Are You Ready to “Ignite” and Inspire?
“The facilitators did an excellent job of presenting the material.” “Excellent presentation!” “Great overview and inspiration.” “Good information. Fun Time” “He’s a very knowledgeable presenter with a lot of good relevant experience.” “This was the best class yet!!” “This is the best presentation I have been to, maybe ever!” This is just a sampling of what attendees told us about the sessions and speakers at the 2013 IPI Conference & Expo in Fort Lauderdale.  Wouldn’t you like the above to be said about you? It can!

September 19, 2013
Some British parking lots letting drivers pay with horse chestnuts rather than cash
It’s the next best thing to parking that costs peanuts: parking that costs chestnuts. A company that runs parking lots in the English cities of Leeds and Manchester is temporarily letting drivers pay with the dark brown seeds that fall from horse chestnut trees each autumn. Town Centre Car Parks is accepting horse chestnuts for parking time at a rate of 20 pence (32 cents) apiece. 

September 19, 2013
Are Parking Garages Headed the Way of Horse Stables?
In Washington D.C., and cities across the U.S., many planners believe the decline in driving and auto ownership presages a major reshaping of urban land use. As the demand for parking spaces wanes, how will our streets and blocks change? "The clamor for more spaces continues from some quarters of [D.C.], beating back [Planning Director Harriet] Tregoning’s drive this year to unhitch developers from mandates to create more parking when they put up new buildings," notes Ashley Halsey III. 

September 19, 2013
New Report Surveys Global Parking Authorities
A new report from Global Parking Association Leaders argues that parking around the world is becoming greener and more tech-savvy – but there’s still work to be done to reduce emissions. The group, launched by U.S.-based International Parking Institute in 2012 and comprised of parking associations around the world, surveyed parking professionals from 21 countries regarding advances in parking.

September 18, 2013
Seattle’s first parklet opens today!
After several months of planning and three days of construction, Montana Bar is opening the city’s first parklet at 1506 E. Olive Way. The parklet, which is permitted as part of Seattle’s Pilot Parklet Program, will officially open to the public at 5:00 p.m. today. Stop by to celebrate the opening of this new public space—and Montana Bar’s new sidewalk café—with us! Parklets are small public places created by converting one or two on-street parking spaces into a neighborhood gathering space. 

September 18, 2013
Seattle’s First Parklet Set to Open
With construction of the Montana Bar parklet nearly complete, the parklet is set to open at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 18. Funded by the Montana Bar as part of Seattle’s Pilot Parklet Program, the parklet will provide a new public open space on Capitol Hill.  Rachel Marshall, co-owner of the Montana Bar, and Jennifer Wieland, manager of SDOT’s Public Space Management Program and the Pilot Parklet Program, will be available onsite to answer questions.




September 18, 2013
Putting the Park into Parking
At the beginning of the summer, I hyperventilated about the urbanist To-Do list that the Seattle Department of Transportation released—a Green Metropolis checklist of ways to activate public rights-of-way, such as finding public uses for alleys (besides the obvious), dedicating more space to bike racks, farmers' markets, gardening, street vending, sidewalk cafes, and play equipment for kids, plus turning some parking spaces into micro-parks, or parklets.

September 18, 2013
Alan Durning on Reasons to Be Optimistic About Parking Reform
We hope you enjoyed part one of our Q&A with Alan Durning, which we published yesterday. Durning is publishing a series of articles on his blog at the Sightline Institute — where he serves as executive director — about the ways that underpriced parking drives up rents, eats up space, and makes no sense. A reader asked in the comments yesterday whether performance pricing could actually lead to more driving — a question that I also asked at the end of the interview. 

September 18, 2013
No such thing as free parking: A biker's manifesto
This past summer, the city of Providence produced a TV ad citing parking as a reason to visit. “We have over 15,000 parking spaces!” the Director of Public Space for the Providence Downtown Improvement District said. He’s right; approximately half of the surface area in downtown Providence is earmarked for parked cars. But it’s nothing to boast about. 

September 18, 2013
Ballard parking spaces to become temporary parks for national Park(ing) Day
Friday, Sept. 20 is national Park(ing) Day, in which parking places become small parks for the day. There are a few locations that will set up temporary parks for the day in Ballard. Secret Garden Books will host two parks; one at their storefront at 2214 NW Market St, and another at The Scoop at Walters (6408 32nd Ave NW). According to the Seattle Department of Transportation, there will be an outdoor reading room and board games at both locations during the event (9 a.m. – 3 p.m.). 

September 18, 2013
Trial Parking Meter Program Coming to Riverside Drive
Toluca Lake will be getting six new parking meters along Riverside Drive in the coming months to see if they improve parking for store and restaurant owners. LA City Councilman Tom LaBonge initiated the pilot program because of people that overstay their welcome, which is mostly two-hour blocks as noted by the numerous street signs. 


September 18, 2013
DBDA Parking Recommendation for Meters and Pay Stations Passed By Boone Town Council Tuesday
After years of discussion and various propositions, Boone Town Council unanimously voted for pay stations and smart meters last night. Pilar Fotta, cultural resource director for the town of Boone, presented two parking management options to Boone town council. The first, a hybrid approach, was one that would put smart meters on King Street and pay stations in the Depot and King Street lots. 

September 18, 2013
Cambridge to convert 36 parking spots into small parks for eight hours Friday
Cambridge is more than doubling participation in its Park(ing) Day this year by converting 36 parking spots into small parks Friday. The event which aims at calling attention to the need for more urban open space, will run from around 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 20, with parking spots converted into parks at different locations around the city including Kendall Square, Central Square, Harvard Square, North Cambridge and other neighborhoods.


September 18, 2013
Scranton parking meters to get credit card payment option
Starting next week, Scranton motorists will be getting a new downtown parking-meter payment option: credit cards. The city's new parking meter management firm, Republic Parking System of Chattanooga, Tenn., will begin changing 750 of the city's 1,400 parking meters to new meter heads that will offer a pay-by-credit-card option along with coins and tokens, said Republic District Manager Wally Bice.

September 18, 2013
First Global Parking Industry Survey Reveals Technology is Transforming How We Park Around the World
The Global Parking Association Leaders (GPALs) Summit, a group comprised of parking associations around the world, recently surveyed parking professionals from 21 countries. The results were revealed last week at the European Parking Association (EPA) Congress in Dublin, Ireland. The majority of parking facility owners, operators, and managers polled listed the move toward innovative technology as the leading industry trend. 

September 18, 2013
Norfolk parking plan debuts Oct. 1
After months of fine-tuning, the new parking plan for downtown Norfolk streets and the nine city parking lots is ready to roll out. About 35 people attending a town hall meeting Tuesday at Grace Community Church heard members of the Vehicle Parking District board describe the details and answer questions about the reorganization, which the city council has approved and takes effect Oct. 1. 

September 18, 2013
Parking rules may get stricter, town to add spaces
New Canaanites may want to pay closer attention to the parking meter if the town moves forward with a proposed technology purchase for the Parking Department. The Parking Commission unanimously recommended the purchase of a license plate reader for parking enforcement purposes. The reader, a set of cameras that would be affixed to the parking department's vehicle, would alert the parking authority to cars in a spot for more than the allowed time, among other functions.

September 18, 2013
Parking In Walnut Creek: Are You Ready for a $2 Hour?
Anyone who has tried parking in downtown Walnut Creek on a weekend evening knows that it can be as challenging as San Francisco. To address that problem, city officials are considering raising the on-street parking fees from $1 to $2 per hour, according to the Contra Costa Times. 
The move isn't intended to boost the city's revenues, but rather to encourage them to use the downtown parking garages instead, according to officials.

September 18, 2013
Barnidge: Walnut Creek aims to incentivize parked cars off the streets and into garages
The last time I had a dinner engagement in downtown Walnut Creek, I foolishly looked for a place to park on the street. Because locating a vacant meter was like trying to find a diamond in a bag of glass, I eventually wound up in a garage. Isn't that the reason most motorists end up parking in them? Not necessarily, if you buy the proposal that goes before the city's Transportation Commission on Thursday night. 

September 18, 2013
O’Hare getting $14 million in parking-payment upgrades
The days of circling in search of an open parking space at O’Hare Airport are coming to an end — even on the busiest travel days — thanks to a $14 million technology upgrade in the works. Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s administration has chosen Massachusetts-based Schedit & Bachmann to install a new “parking access and revenue control” system at O’Hare that will revolutionize the way motorists find and pay for parking.




September 18, 2013
Poughkeepsie OKs parking meter study
The City of Poughkeepsie will study whether installing parking meters in the business districts would be a good way to raise money for the city. The Common Council has approved the study, which will take place on the east side of Market Street between Main and Church streets for 90 days. Those parking will be charged $2 an hour from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. “There’s not a problem in my eyes with a pilot to get more information about the parking meters,” said council Chairman Robert Mallory, R-3rd Ward. 

September 17, 2013
Copybooks for All
My kids started school a week ago (finally). It is of note that they resurfaced and re-striped the parking lot over the summer. This caused a certain amount of chaos, but it was a wise investment that will improve conditions in the long run. This post isn’t actually about that, though. My kids have classes in history, english, math, and more. I am to provide a copybook for each distinct subject–a separate, individual copybook where my son and daughter will write useful information and things worth remembering about each subject.

September 17, 2013
Monessen parking meters stay for now
Despite seeming support from downtown businesses, Monessen City Council opted not to consider elimination of parking meters. Council discussed the issue at length at its work session Monday after Mayor Mary Jo Smith said several groups and organizations have asked the city to consider the change. She said city Treasurer Gerald Saksun indicated that the city places a moratorium on parking meter fees in December and suggested it begin the process of removing all meters. 

September 17, 2013
Sightline Hits the Streets(blog): "Parking? Lots!" visits the other Washington. 
Over the past several days, Sightline’s Parking? Lots! series has gotten some especially capitol attention. That’s right—the other Washington! DC Streetsblog picked up some of Alan’s number-crunching and policy-parsing for its own re-posting (here and here thus far, with more to come). It also distributed the pieces across several of their sister blogs around the country.

September 17, 2013
Alan Durning on the “Ruinous, Vicious Circle” of Underpriced Parking 
Many people have been inspired by UCLA Professor Donald Shoup’s epic takedown of American parking policy, but few have turned that newfound passion into the kind of scholarship Alan Durning has produced on the issue. The executive director of the Pacific Northwest’s sustainability think tank, Sightline Institute, has now published 12 installments in a series called “Parking? Lots!” — and there’s more coming.

September 17, 2013
Seattle’s Smallest Park Arrives Wednesday on Capitol Hill. In a parking spot.
McGinn said that people want more parks and safer walking places, and it looks like SDOT is listening—at least a little. All puns aside,  Seattle welcomes its first parklet on Wednesday. What is a parklet? It’s a mini 24-hour public park that takes up the place of otherwise usable parking spaces. The pilot program is in the first stage of its three-fold trial run (Belltown and International District, you’re next), and if people like what they see, we can expect more to pop up all over town. 

September 16, 2013
Construction has started on Seattle’s first parklet
It’s almost here! The city’s first parklet is starting to take shape at Montana Bar on Capitol Hill. The parklet frame was delivered bright and early this morning, and the contractor will install the decking, railings, a ramp and stairs, and landscaping over the next few days to finish this public space. The parklet converts about one and a half on-street parking spaces in front of Montana Bar (1506 E. Olive Way) into a new space for everyone to enjoy. 

September 16, 2013
Paid parking backlash in Lismore CBD
[bookmark: _GoBack]BUSINESSES in Molesworth Street are calling on Lismore Council to reverse their decision to put in paid parking in the Kirkland Riviera car park. Owner/manager of the Bank Cafe, David Copeland started a petition last Thursday and has so far collected more than 300 signatures. Paid parking of $2 per two hours was introduced to the car park on August 30 and Mr Copeland said it has killed pedestrian traffic along Molesworth Street. 

September 16, 2013
Cale America, Leaders in Unattended Parking Meter Solutions, Announces Distribution Agreement with IQa Engineering for Key Midwest Markets
Cale America Inc., a leader in unattended parking meter solutions, has entered into a distribution agreement with IQa Engineering, LLC, an industry leader in automation engineering.  IQa Engineering will have responsibility for sales and support of Cale products and services in Minnesota, Iowa, North and South Dakota and parts of Wisconsin, including support of key Cale installations in the cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul. 

September 16, 2013
Meter Vaughan Street parking spots
Portsmouth City Councilor Ken Smith took a step toward solving one parking problem by calling for a 24-hour limit for drivers using the non-metered spaces on Vaughan Street in the Northern Tier. It would be an improvement, as Smith said he has heard of some people parking there and taking trips to Star Island for days at a time. That is not a proper use of the limited supply of downtown parking, and it's not fair, either. 

September 16, 2013
Students discuss parking 
Boise State University Transportation and Parking Services has had the difficult task of keeping up with record enrollment numbers over the last several years. In fall 2012, over 22,000 students were enrolled at Boise State. That number is expected to grow when the fall 2013 numbers are released. JC Porter, the assistant director of Transportation and Parking services, said Boise State has not added any new parking spaces in the past year, keeping the total number of spaces at 7, 851.

September 16, 2013
New Ill. law limits disabled parking exemption
Illinois motorists will soon have to prove they deserve the free parking that comes with their disability placards that hang from their rearview mirrors under a state law that will take effect in January. The (Springfield) reports that under the new law, free parking will be limited to those motorists who present a note from their doctors explaining that they cannot access parking meters or ticket machines either because they are unable to reach them or unable to walk more than 20 feet because of a variety of physical problems.

September 16, 2013
Pittsburgh Leads in Parking Payment Technology
Last year, Pittsburgh officials were eager to follow the lead of other major cities that had successfully replaced antiquated parking meters with automated multispace parking kiosks. A familiar part of the local streetscape for nearly 75 years, the Steel City's coin-operated single-space meters were still operable, but difficult to support. "We were short on resources to continually empty the coin boxes when they were full, so we were dealing with excessive jamming and repair requirements, along with frustrated customers and lost revenue," says Philip True Savino, until recently an IT administrator and now a consultant for the Pittsburgh Parking Authority (PPA). 

September 16, 2013
Portlanders prepare for Park(ing) Day party
The international festival that envisions ways to repurpose the 30% of central business district land area (PDF) that U.S. cities currently devote to auto parking keeps getting more interesting. This Friday, Sept. 20, Park(ing) Day celebrations are going down at a few spots around Portland. But the most interesting might be the plan for SW Stark Street between 10th and 11th, close to Powell's City of Books and just outside the Ace Hotel.

September 16, 2013
CHS Pics | Seattle’s first parklet under construction on Capitol Hill
It replaces only a handful of parking spaces and will take all of three days to assemble but the start of construction on Seattle’s first parklet still brought out a media crowd Monday on E Olive Way. Montana co-owner Rachel Marshall held court with the TV cameras — and one neighborhood blogger — trying her best to be diplomatic with the sometimes confused TV crews. 

September 16, 2013
Vancouver approves sale of parking garage
The Vancouver City Council on Monday approved the sale of a downtown parking garage which has been operating at a net loss for years. The council declared the 207-spot parking garage, 1111 Main St., as surplus property in December to pave the way for its sale for $1.1 million but decided to hold off and get a second appraisal. The council on Monday approved a sale price of $1.26 million.

September 16, 2013
Parking meters could be popping up on Poughkeepsie streets
Drive down Market Street in Poughkeepsie and you'll soon be seeing a new addition: Parking meters lining the street. On Monday, the city's Common Counsel approved a pilot program to install three parking meter stations, each controlling 10 parking spaces. “We’re trying to encourage through the meter parking for more long term parking to be put in the parking lot,” said Paul Ackerman, the city’s Corporation Counsel.

September 16, 2013
CBD parking secrets 
Cheap car parking is a rare find in the central business district. Whether it's Sydney, Melbourne or Brisbane, finding an affordable space is like finding that elusive needle in a haystack. In Melbourne, parking meters cost up to $5.50 an hour and in Sydney, private car parks charge up to $40 an hour. It's no wonder drivers spend so much time circling the streets looking for a good deal.

September 16, 2013
More parking spaces, higher fines planned in Lafayette
Drivers who violate parking regulations in Lafayette will likely pay increased penalties next year. At the same time, the city plans to create more parking spaces downtown. The Parking Commission today endorsed a proposal to boost the fines on a wide range of violations, including exceeding time limits, unpaid tickets, parking in a handicap spot and parking in a tow-away or loading zone. 

September 16, 2013
Parking gets personal in NH communities with electronic meters
Personal parking meters, small electronic devices that can take the place of a pocket full of quarters for parking on streets and in city parking facilities, are gaining a toehold in New Hampshire communities. Three New Hampshire cities are now part of a parking consortium, under which a single device, called EasyPark, can be used to electronically satisfy parking meter fees from member communities.

September 15, 2013
Morristown Parking Problem to Get Panel Review
Just when they thought they had the problem solved, the issue of parking restrictions in the historic district was back before the Morristown Mayor and Council's meeting last week. At their August meeting, Wetmore Avenue resident Steve Tarsitano said that the ordinance, which took effect June 17, was too expansive and his end of the street needed to be excluded. 




September 15, 2013
Newburgh dumps plan to hike parking fines
A local law under which the City of Newburgh would have raised fines for dozens of parking violations — many by three times the current amount — was voted down on Thursday amid concerns over unfairness. If passed, the proposed increases would have meant residents could face $30 instead of $15 fines for meter violations and see fines from other $10 violations triple to $30.  

September 15, 2013
Laguna Blanca School Unveils Eco-Friendly Parking Plaza
Laguna Blanca School Board of Trustees, faculty, and supporters gathered on Wednesday, August 21 at the Hope Ranch campus to unveil the school’s new environmentally-friendly parking plaza. The transformation of the area began just after graduation in June, and is now open, just in time for the first day of school on Wednesday, September 4. 

September 15, 2013
Parking holiday ends in Sitka
There's no more free parking in Sitka. The city on Friday ended its moratorium on issuing parking tickets after the assembly made changes to comply with a court ruling, the Daily Sitka Sentinel reported. Sitka and other cities across Alaska stopped issuing parking tickets after the April ruling, which said citations filed in state court must be issued directly to the driver, not left on a windshield. 

September 15, 2013
International PARK(ing) Day 
It began in 2005 when a San Francisco art and design studio, Rebar, took over a single metered parking space and transformed it into a “temporary public park.” In a traditionally-sized 7′ x 20′ parking space, Rebar rolled out some sod, heaved and positioned a potted tree (yes, a tree, not a shrub), as well as a wooden bench, had a good, relaxing sit, then when the meter flashed red, they rolled up the sod, heaved the tree and bench up and into the bed of a pick up truck, gave their spot a good sweep, and continued with their day.

September 15, 2013
Park(ing) Day: D.C. Parking Spaces Will Be Handed Over for Park Use
Cars will take a back seat on Friday to highlight sustainability efforts as certain metered parking spaces will be available for pedestrian use as temporary parks. Park(ing) Day is a national movement to highlight park space needs in urban areas, as opposed to parking space needs. This will be the first year that Washington, D.C., is participating in the event.

September 14, 2013
Santa Rosa to test new downtown parking meters
Santa Rosa is gearing up to take a couple of parking meters for a test drive next week. The city is set to roll out two new styles of single-space parking meters in the 600 block of 4th Street downtown to help determine which is the best fit for downtown. The month-long pilot project, prompted by a petition from downtown merchants critical of the paper-based parking kiosks, is designed to see which units the public prefers and which work best with the city’s internal systems.

September 14, 2013
New Paltz cuts hourly parking rates to 50 cents
Village trustees have agreed to cut parking meter rates to 50 cents per hour and will limit use of some parking spots to two hours. The changes were adopted following a public hearing Wednesday. Officials said the $1-per-hour fee adopted in April was too steep, while the earlier 25-cents-per-hour charge did not cover village costs. 
Officials said costs to the village include collecting coins and renting two of the four municipal parking lots.



September 14, 2013
Edinburgh parking permit and ticket prices rise
MOTORISTS are facing parking price hikes at the meter and outside their own homes as cash-strapped finance chiefs aim to squeeze an extra £2 million from Capital drivers over the next four years. Prices at pay and display meters are set to rise by 20p – pushing city centre rates to £3.20 per hour – while parking permits across the city centre would climb by ten per cent across the board. 

September 14, 2013
Balky parking meters, tickets frustrate downtown business patrons 
In all the years she has been driving, Debby Furney never received a parking ticket — until a recent Friday afternoon after meeting friends for lunch at the Cabbage Road Eatery downtown on Meridian Street. When Furney returned to her car — parked in the city's metered lot across the street — tucked under the windshield wiper was a ticket giving her a $10 fine. She was surprised to see it. And frustrated. 

September 14, 2013
Chicago Owes $58 Million in Parking Garage Arbitration Case
Chicago must pay a Morgan Stanley- led investment vehicle $58 million it won in arbitration over the city’s violation of a 99-year lease of four parking garages on the east side of its downtown. Chicago Loop Parking LLC claimed the city breached the 2006 accord when it allowed a new building in its near east side neighborhood, called the Aqua, to offer public parking. 

September 14, 2013
High-tech parking garage headed to downtown Lancaster
As a downtown developer and landlord, John Meeder knows the importance of convenient, ample parking. And while public and private garages are a mere block or so away from his center-city properties, Meeder has a closer alternative in mind. Call it thinking outside the garage. Meeder intends to put an automated parking system for up to 55 cars in the back of his newly acquired building at 51 N. Queen St.

September 14, 2013
Tickets coming to those who park on sidewalks
Parking on city sidewalks has always been against the rules, but thanks to a new initiative, the common practice will now result in violators being ticketed. Lowell Police announced that in response to resident complaints, they will crack down on people who park on sidewalks so that the walkways are kept clear for children traveling to and from school, as well as others who might be forced to walk in the road. 

September 13, 2013
Uproar at bid to introduce parking fees in Hunstanton
Norfolk County Council’s bid to create resident parking zones and pay-and-display areas on the streets near the seafront has sparked an angry protest from some quarters of the town. The Lynn News took to the streets of Hunstanton to find out what people really think of the plan ahead of the consultation closure on Monday next week. 

September 13, 2013
Parking time limits to be cut near UW-Tacoma
Changes coming next Friday to the parking near University of Washington Tacoma could help more drivers find a spot — but also could leave shoppers and students in a bigger rush to avoid $25 parking tickets. Following a recommendation from the city’s parking task force, Tacoma City Manager T.C. Broadnax asked staff to reduce the parking time limits near UWT from two hours to 90 minutes. 




September 13, 2013
The search for a parking spot
The diva of D.C. planning is peering down from outer space. “Five to 10 years ago, if some aliens had taken a picture from space they would think our city was inhabited by steel creatures with gushy insides. Creatures that slept most of the time.” The search for a parking spot
· Ideas for Washington, from the drawing room floor
Plenty of those dozing creatures remain, but the District’s chief planning visionary, Harriet Tregoning, says there are fewer now, and she foresees the day when a great many more will vanish.

