Parking Stories from Non-Seattle Jurisdictions: June 25 – 29, 2012 


June 29, 2012
Montreal parking meters: there’s an app for that
Montreal may be a hotbed of technology, but you would never know it by the antiquated way its citizens pay parking meters – until now. Stationnement de Montréal, the company that manages Montreal’s parking meters, announced new mobile applications that as of Thursday allow Blackberry, iPhone and Android users to pay with their cellphones. Users enter their credit card information once, and the app P$Mobile Service saves it in a secure system, to speed up the process of paying for a parking meter. 

June 29, 2012
How to fix the guest parking pass morass
Bills have been proliferating in the D.C. Council to fix problems with the Resident Permit Parking (RPP) system. Rather than playing whack-a-mole with the system’s flaws, the Council and DDOT could set up a simple system for residents to print out guest passes online, for a small fee, and eliminate the constant stream of requests for exemptions. The RPP system serves a valuable role, but also has many flaws. 

June 29, 2012
City exploring parking options
Staunton government officials are looking at ways to get downtown parking to pay for itself, and that's likely to mean higher rates for those who drive downtown. One idea that will probably come before City Council at a future meeting would increase the monthly charge for spaces that people can permanently reserve for themselves from $35 to $50. A vote and likely approval for that idea was delayed Thursday due to concerns citizens brought to council over related parking issues.

June 28, 2012
SBNBCC’s Safe Parking Program Featured in Rolling Stone Magazine
The program’s unique approach to dealing with homelessness maintains its commitment to helping the homeless find housing and employment, despite its own struggle to stay afloat. The Safe Parking Program™, often regarded a model program by international media examining the homelessness crisis, has been featured by NBC Nightly News, NPR, PBS, CNN, People Magazine and the Larry King Show.“Our mission,” says Executive Director Kristine Schwarz “is to provide the support services necessary for all members of our community to thrive.

June 28, 2012
Rockport signs on to pilot parking meter changes
Rockport's parking meters will become one more place to swipe your credit cards this August, when the town implements a trial of 30 electronic meters that will also bring a doubled parking rate in some high-traffic areas.
The town's selectmen, in a special meeting Wednesday afternoon, signed a contract with the parking and telecommunications company IPS Group, which distributes the meters, according to Selectwoman Erin Battistelli.

June 28, 2012
Demise of parking deal bad, mayor says
The termination of plans to lease the city’s parking assets could have ill effects on taxpayers and city employees, Mayor Tom Leighton said, but he intends to capitalize on the value of those assets down the road. “There were bidders who saw great value in our parking,” Leighton said Wednesday. “What we lost was future money we could use now.”

June 27, 2012
Parking concerns weighed in D.C.
A D.C. Council committee met for more than three hours Wednesday to solicit input on ways to free up more parking space for residents and visitors while encouraging more of them to opt for public transportation. Convened by Council member Mary M. Cheh (D-Ward 3), the hearing weighed concerns from activists, academics and contractors about the availability of parking in a city that has been adding about 1,000 new residents each month. 

June 27, 2012
Central Eastside Industrial District will get parking meters as early as fall, upsetting some businesses 
Despite opposition from some business owners, the Portland City Council has approved a long-discussed parking plan for the Central Eastside Industrial District. The first parking meters are expected to be installed this fall. The plan will also expand the district’s permit program, create an area for customer parking and provide time-limited parking for visitors.

June 27, 2012
Indy Parking Privatization Continues to Deliver Technological Innovation, Consumer Benefits
Indianapolis' 50-year lease of its downtown parking meter operation to a private concessionaire (ParkIndy, a Xerox-led venture) in 2010 is a model example of privatization done well, a public-private partnership that continues to bring dividends for the city and taxpayers. There's more evidence today. According to a ParkIndy press release, the concessionaire will be rolling out hundreds of additional street sensors next week that interface with ParkIndy's wayfinding iPhone/Android app to help guide commuters to open parking spots:

June 27, 2012
Wilkes-Barre parking authority votes down lease
Alan Wohlstetter hunched forward as Wilkes-Barre's parking authority hurled criticisms from the Ramada ballroom off Public Square - just minutes before firing the Fox Rothschild attorney and ending any talk of a lease of parking garages, lots and meters. During a tense period Tuesday that saw several arguments, Wohlstetter looked like a Little Leaguer who just struck out swinging in the bottom of the sixth. 

June 27, 2012
W-B parking asset lease idea axed: Also, contracts to Philadelphia law firm, all other consultants involved with plan terminated.
The city Parking Authority on Tuesday ended the process aimed at leasing its parking assets and terminated the contracts of the Philadelphia law firm it hired and all other consultants. On a 4-0-1 vote, the authority decided it was not in its best interest to continue the process that could have resulted in a private firm leasing city garages, surface lots and parking meters over 30 years.

June 27, 2012
Easton’s Ferry Street To Use Parking Meter Money to Clean Up the Neighborhood
I’ve been writing about the concept of a Parking Benefit District for a while here on the blog, where the residents of a neighborhood block get to use the parking meter revenue from that block to pay for extra public services – fixing and cleaning sidewalks, extra street-sweeping, facade improvements, trees and planters, or whatever else they may want.

June 26, 2012
Bloomfield Council Questions Parking Authority on Finances
Bloomfield Parking Authority attorney Joe Baumann addressed questions pertaining to the Authority’s finances at last night’s conference meeting, including how long it would take the township to break even on the new parking deck.

June 26, 2012
Baltimore County parking legislation lacks transparency, critics say
Some community activists in Baltimore County are worried that a proposal to make certain shopping centers' parking lots smaller would lack transparency. Under a bill sponsored by Councilmen John Olszewski Sr.and Kenneth Oliver, owners of shopping centers that are 100,000 square feet or larger could ask the director of the county's Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections to reduce the number of required parking spaces by up to 40 percent.

June 26, 2012
Homeless parking program at Prado Day Center: A lot to live on, a night at a time
It has been nearly a year since Kimberley Frey-Griffin and daughter Shelby have had a permanent address. 
Two months ago, they were given a recreational vehicle to live in, which they were grateful for, until it became impossible to find a place to park it without being harassed by law enforcement. 

June 26, 2012
Norfolk updating its residential parking ordinance
Akilah Matthews, a junior at Old Dominion University, usually pays to park on campus. To her, the expense is worth the guaranteed parking and not having to walk alone, at times in the dark, to find her car off campus.
But she couldn't bring herself to pony up the money to park on campus for a single calculus class this summer.
"Why pay the $75 when you can just park on a side street?" she said.

June 26, 2012
Parking breaks for shoppers sought
The Reading Downtown Improvement District Authority has proposed a park-and-shop program for the downtown that would entail two hours of free parking from participating merchants at three existing surface parking lots of the Reading Parking Authority. "We see the concept as an economic development initiative," DID Executive Director Charles R. Broad said Monday. "Our goal is to encourage a positive attitude toward short-term parking, which can be marketed as 'free parking,' while not creating a burden for the Reading Parking Authority or reducing revenue to the city."

June 25, 2012
SF shouldn't gouge drivers to pay for transit
Get ready, San Francisco, for more parking tickets. City authorities are boosting the numbers of meter minders who are expected to write more citations bearing higher fines. It's a strategy that taps the city's scarce parking landscape for $86 million in penalties to pay for transit and traffic cures. 

June 25, 2012
To the Chron: Streets Work Better for All When Parking Laws Are Enforced 
As you may have heard, there’s a proposal on the table to increase parking enforcement and fines as the SFMTA grapples with a $14 million budget hole. Like clockwork, the San Francisco Chronicle’s came out with another windshield-perspective editorial bemoaning the city’s determination to uphold parking laws. As Streetsblog readers occasionally note, the SFMTA’s budgeting process often leads the press to characterize parking enforcement as a revenue raiser, not good urban policy. And today’s piece in the Chron is a good case in point.

June 25, 2012
Homeless Parking Program Gets National Attention
They don't have a home, but they have a car, and because of the recession, that's all they have left to live in.
But a Santa Barbara based program has helped many people with a safe place to park at night and for the effort, it's getting national attention. The Safe Parking program uses 23 approved parking lots in the area, with a nightly supervisor for those approved to sleep, safely in these lots.

June 25, 2012
More SF Parking Tickets Likely As MTA Copes With Budget Gap
San Francisco’s Transportation Director acknowledged Monday that more than two dozen parking control officers will be writing more tickets in the upcoming year, a move that came just as his department revealed a projected budget shortfall. The MTA ended up with a last-minute $17 million budget deficit when Muni workers won unexpected gains at the bargaining table. The apparent solution is to hire 27 more parking officers and to collect an additional $6.5 million in additional parking fines from the city’s motorists.
