Parking Stories: July 26 – August 2, 2012 


August 2, 2012
Funding a better parking meter
On Thursday, QuickPay, a two-year-old San Francisco startup whose app lets people pay for parking at lots in various cities, said it has raised $3.5 million in seed financing and named Barney Pell as its CEO. Pell, a co-founder of QuickPay, is a serial entrepreneur and a co-founder and former CEO of search engine Powerset, which Microsoft acquired in 2008 for $100 million. QuickPay, which is currently being used in 100 locations in 12 cities in California, Colorado and Nevada, also said it has upgraded its app so it can be used at unattended parking lots that are operated with gates, which make up about 50% of all parking spaces, according to the company. 

August 2, 2012
After Search Engines And Moon Landers, Barney Pell Takes On Parking With QuickPay
Some entrepreneurs design moon landers, others build Internet search engines. Barney Pell’s done both and now has a new startup focused on parking. A former NASA executive turned entrepreneur, Pell cofounded Powerset, a natural language search engine that was acquired by Microsoft in 2008 for a reported $100 million. Then he cofounded Moon Express, a company that is designing a new kind of moon lander. Now Pell is CEO of startup QuickPay.

August 2, 2012
QuickPay finding its spot with parking app
San Francisco entrepreneur Barney Pell walked into a puzzling sight as he exited his car in a Mission District parking lot one Saturday night last August. He was he on his way to Silicon Valley journalist Sarah Lacy’s annual barbecue when a man he described as “trustable enough” asked him to pay for the parking spot via a mobile phone application. Pell obliged. Today, Pell is stepping in as CEO of that service, QuickPay, which also is announcing $3.5 million in seed funding.

August 2, 2012
Parking bosses declare a judge's order "impractical." It's contemptible
It’s been three weeks since Common Pleas Judge Leon Tucker issued an order that injects unprecedented fairness into the unfair process of appealing a parking ticket in Philadelphia. Sadly, it's also been three weeks since the city — which oversees the hearing examiners who handle the appeals — has decided that, sorry, it's just not "practical" to follow the judge's order. 

August 2, 2012
Parking system could go private 
The union representing employees who operate and maintain parking meters rallied at City Hall on Monday to protest the possible privatization of the city’s parking system. A spokeswoman for Mayor Bloomberg said absolutely no decision has been made to privatize the system and that City Hall’s inquiry is in its very early stages. But it advertised a request for qualifications from companies interested in bidding on the work, with a submission deadline of Aug. 22.

August 1, 2012
Pay for Seattle parking with a phone? Coming this fall 
The city of Seattle has contracted with Vancouver, B.C., company PayByPhone for a pay-by-phone payment system for about 13,000 on-street parking spaces throughout the city. After registering a credit card and license plate with PayByPhone, customers will be able to use the payment system either through a mobile phone application or by calling a toll-free number and entering the block’s location number and the amount of parking time required.



August 1, 2012
Pay for Seattle parking with a phone? Coming this fall
The city of Seattle has contracted with Vancouver, B.C., company PayByPhone for a pay-by-phone payment system for about 13,000 on-street parking spaces throughout the city. After registering a credit card and license plate with PayByPhone, customers will be able to use the payment system either through a mobile phone application or by calling a toll-free number and entering the block’s location number and the amount of parking time required.

August 1, 2012
City of Seattle Selects PayByPhone for On-Street Parking Payments: PayByPhone will allow drivers to pay their parking via smartphone app 
The City of Seattle has contracted with PayByPhone to introduce a pay-by-phone payment service across approximately 13,000 on-street paid parking spaces throughout Seattle. The service will enable drivers to use their cell phones to pay for parking one of two ways. Users can download the PayByPhone app or call a toll free number. PayByPhone payments are made by entering the block's unique location number and the length of parking time desired. Instructions will be posted on parking signs and pay stations. Customers will only have to sign up once with their credit card and license plate either online, via the app or by phone, which can be done quickly and easily at the point of parking. 

August 1, 2012
The Parking Professional and Colin Powell
Inspiration can come from many sources. My inspiration comes from people I meet every day who make the most of their surroundings and those who look for and seize opportunities, like the gentleman on the cover of the August issue of The Parking Professional. General Colin Powell certainly has made the most of his opportunities. He rose, as he describes it, from “ordinary circumstances” to serve the United States in many different capacities.

August 1, 2012
San Mateo Seeks Public Input in Oversized Vehicle Parking Restrictions 
The city of San Mateo’s Department of Public Works will host a community workshop Wednesday evening to receive input on an ordinance that restricts oversized vehicles parked in residential neighborhoods. The meeting will take place from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., in the Oak Room at the San Mateo Main Library located at 55 West 3rd Ave. in San Mateo. This workshop is part of the Public Works Department’s broader community outreach effort to explore ways to define and implement on-street parking restrictions of oversized vehicles in residential neighborhoods.

August 1, 2012
Neater meters: Soon motorists will park in the city without quarters
Parking in Pittsburgh has always been fraught with hassle. For years, aggressive ticket writers, broken meters and the necessity of filling one's pocket with quarters has made metered parking one of life's annoyances. With the arrival of new multispace parking meter stations, the first of 560, Pittsburgh is about to enter the 21st century. Twelve of the new meter stations have debuted on the North Shore, with the meters accepting payment from credit and debit cards as well as old-fashioned quarters.

August 1, 2012
Parking rules raise hackles in Benton City 
Almost two dozen business people jammed City Hall on Tuesday night to protest off-street parking requirements in downtown Benton City and forcing new businesses to bring old buildings up to code. Speakers at the special workshop said the city's rules, while consistent with state codes, were onerous and pose hardship on small-business owners. "We're losing revenue here," said Councilwoman Honda Johnson, who also owns Daddyo's restaurant.




August 1, 2012
All new Pittsburgh metered parking spaces put on hold?
Throwing another wrinkle into the parking authority's meter modernization program, Mayor Luke Ravenstahl said Tuesday that plans to create hundreds of new metered parking spaces across the city should be put on hold unless residents and businesses in those neighborhoods have a chance to weigh in. Mr. Ravenstahl made the remarks a day after demanding that the authority suspend plans to create 338 metered spaces in the Strip District as part of its $7.3 million modernization drive.

August 1, 2012
Detroit Parking Meters Temporarily Lose Credit Card Payment Option 
The parking meters in Detroit won't be accepting plastic for the next few weeks. That's because the city has temporarily taken the machines' credit card processing offline in order to look around for a new credit transaction vendor. The meters will still continue to accept coins. In the past Detroit has used PayPal to handle these credit transactions. Municipal Parking Department Deputy Manager James Canty told The Huffington Post that meter companies sometimes have an exclusive agreement with a particular credit card company. 

August 1, 2012
City to uproot hundreds of San Pedro parking meters
With parking fines going up for the sixth time in seven years, San Pedro and Wilmington residents got a reprieve today when the Los Angeles City Council voted to remove more than 600 parking meters. The City Council voted 13-0 to get rid of the meters at the request of Harbor area City Councilman Joe Buscaino, a former police officer.
Raising the cost of parking and parking fines is an often used tool for generating extra revenue. In 2009, San Pedro, meters went from 25 cents per hour to $1 an hour. 

August 1, 2012
Mayor Ravenstahl Nixes Possible Parking Meter Expansion
Last week on the North Shore, city officials cut the ribbon on a new meter-less parking system. Now some worry the Pittsburgh Parking Authority will use it to expand paid parking along streets in the Strip District, Oakland, Downtown and South Side. The authority has a plan to put 338 metered parking spaces in the Strip. Right now, it’s free parking all along Penn Avenue until you get to right in front of Wholey’s.

August 1, 2012
Free Parking Could Vanish On Palo Alto Streets
The city of Palo Alto is looking to free up parking spaces downtown and one possible solution could be putting an end to the city’s famously free curbside parking. There is good and bad to parking in Palo Alto. The good is that street parking is free almost anywhere you go; the bad is the shrinking availability of parking spaces around town.

July 31, 2012
Northwest Car-Sharing Olympics: Portland and Vancouver vie for the gold while Seattle lags behind
Zipcar. Car2Go. Getaround. Modo. Throughout the Northwest, car-sharing services are taking off. Residents in major Northwest cities who are looking to live a “car-lite” lifestyle—but who still need to get behind the wheel from time to time—now have a number of options for shared vehicles. Car-sharing services offer abundant, convenient vehicle options, distributed widely around major metro regions—so that drivers have easy access to cars when they need them, without shouldering all the costs of ownership.

July 31, 2012
The High Cost of Free Parking Chapters 19-22
In this chapter, Donald Shoup makes the case that passing up the potential revenue source of curb parking doesn’t make fiscal sense for cities. He bases his case heavily on Henry George’s theory of land taxation. George argued that land is the fairest and least distortive good to tax because its value comes not from individuals, but from the community. Milton Friedman agreed saying, “the least bad tax is the property tax on the unimproved value of land.” One obstacle to relying on a land tax as a sole revenue is that accurately appraising unimproved land is difficult. But Shoup points out that charging for parking avoids this problem because cities can use prices as demand management.

July 31, 2012
Businesses Mixed on Parking Meter Removal 
More than one month after parking meters were removed in downtown Twin Falls, business owners have mixed reactions about the impact. The Twin Falls City Council voted 5-2 in June to remove all parking meters in the downtown area. Josh Palmer, public information officer for the city of Twin Falls, said there is mixed feedback from business owners, but most is positive. “The one thing that I think we’ve heard from the most business owners is that the lots are full downtown,” he said.

July 31, 2012
‘Parklet’ Replaces 2 Parking Spaces In Andersonville
The Andersonville neighborhood is home to Chicago’s first “people spot,” with a miniature park is taking the place of two parking spaces on Clark Street. Moss Architecture and Studio Murmur were the co-designers of the city’s first “parklet,” at Clark Street and Farragut Avenue. It features bright blue built-in benches for seating, as well as an herb garden, native Illinois plants, bike parking, and a planted hill to lounge on.

July 31, 2012
Handicap parking abuses outrage metro Detroiters
It seems we struck a nerve. Readers responded with their own tales of woe and outrage to a two-day Free Press examination of parking problems encountered by disabled people in metro Detroit. "It is disgraceful that such an article had to be written and that so many people are so selfish and unfeeling towards those among us who are physically challenged," wrote Naomi Solomons of Royal Oak.

July 30, 2012
Bloomberg, Liu Disagree On Parking Privatization
The Department of Transportation launched a search for a private company that could manage the city's parking meters. Union officials fear that would lead to the layoff of 200 workers. "We've been doing this effectively, efficiently, corruption-free," said Michael DeMarco, President of the NYC Traffic Employees Local 1455.
City Comptroller John Liu backed the workers, and predicted a takeover by a private company would take lead to meter rate hikes.

July 30, 2012
NYC extends deadline for first step in parking meter contract
New York City is extending by three weeks its deadline to request qualifications from bidders interested in leasing the country's largest parking system - with 80,800 parking spaces - after the companies requested additional information, a spokeswoman for Mayor Michael Bloomberg said on Monday. Since last year, the city has been studying hiring a private manager to run the system more efficiently and install smart parking meters.

July 30, 2012
Parking drives raise vital cash for ailing schools
As schools across the state struggle with finances, you would think that cities would avidly support their attempts to raise funds — particularly at any events put on by parents. At times, though, city bureaucracy can get in the way. In San Francisco, some astute parents found a way to make money for their schools by using school parking lots.

July 30, 2012
Searching for Quarters a Thing of the Past for DC Area Metro Riders
Customers at two busy transit stations in the Washington, DC area can stop searching for quarters under the floor mats of their cars to pay for parking. Starting today, Metro customers at the Rockville and Fort Totten stations will be able to pay for metered parking using their mobile phones...even on classic coin-style meters. Working with Streetline, Inc. ( www.streetline.com ), a provider of smart parking solutions, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (Metro) has retrofitted meters in the Rockville and Fort Totten stations with sensors from Streetline.

July 30, 2012
New Parking Campaign Emphasizes Businesses are Open and Easy to Get to in Pioneer Square and the Central Waterfront
With the upcoming Alaskan Way Viaduct removal, and related construction underway right now, there could be a perception that it is difficult to get Downtown and find parking. The reality is that parking is available in these areas, with several parking lots and garages offering rates lower than on-street parking. As part of the SR-99 bored tunnel construction mitigation, SDOT has been working closely with the Washington State Department of Transportation, Downtown Seattle Association, and other stakeholders from the Waterfront and Pioneer Square neighborhoods – including The Alliance for Pioneer Square – to market parking in these areas.

July 30, 2012
Next plan: parking meters at SF Zoo
San Francisco transportation officials are quietly exploring the possibility of installing parking meters on the streets around the zoo, as they increasingly move to eliminate free parking at curbside spaces in neighborhoods around the city. They're also looking at adding meters around San Francisco State University.

July 30, 2012
‘Have a nice day,' and a parking ticket
In a city that relies heavily on tourism and at least aspires to show the brotherly love it's named for once in a while, discouraging gratuitous hostility in the public workforce is a good idea. But it's a good idea in the sense that the wheel and agriculture are good ideas — the kind we should have pretty well figured out by now. Leave it to the Philadelphia Parking Authority to test the outer limits of the adage "Better late than never." The authority decided last week to subject itself to hospitality training under a program being developed by the Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau. 

July 30, 2012
Report: Scofflaws abusing handicap parking spots, certification in Michigan
We've all been there. In a mall parking lot. A restaurant. The grocery store. A seemingly able-bodied individual parks in a handicap space and bounds for the front door while we curse under our breath and continue to circle the lot in hopes of finding a legal spot. Offenders are subject to criminal penalties, but a new Detroit Free Press investigation suggests that Michigan's system invites fraud with lax oversight and enforcement.

July 30, 2012
Parking fees up in West Hollywood
If you haven’t yet noticed, it just got more expensive to park your car in West Hollywood. As part of the annual budget process, the price of meter parking went up by one-third from $1.00 per hour to $1.50 in order to pay for the purchase of approximately 1,783 parking meters that accept credit cards as an additional payment option to coins. 

July 30, 2012
Stolen spaces: How handicap drivers are cheated in metro Detroit
On a busy Saturday at the Meijer in Westland, Michael Harris scopes the parking lot, looking for a space he can use. "I'm not seeing anything," he said, exasperated. Harris finally takes a spot far from the store and parks at an odd angle. He has learned that this is the only way to make sure he's not boxed in too tightly to get back in the car from his wheelchair.





July 30, 2012
Fed up with handicap parking tickets, Detroit homeowner takes action
Paul Ramirez grew tired of getting handicap parking tickets again and again for using the space in front of his home in southwest Detroit -- a space the city designated for handicap parking just for his mother, who died in 2006. With every subsequent ticket, Ramirez, 44, who is not disabled, would call the city and ask it to take the sign down.
It happened at least a half-dozen times after he moved into his late mother's home. He paid at least $600 in fines.

July 30, 2012
In Detroit, Even City Cars Rack Up Handicap Parking Tickets 
One of the biggest handicap parking scofflaws in Detroit is the city itself. The city's Municipal Parking Department ticketed city vehicles at least 11 times in the last three years, with fines totaling $1,370. Only one of those tickets has been paid -- the recreation department settled its $120 ticket for $50, according to records from the city and the Parking Department. 

July 30, 2012
A common excuse for parking in handicap spots: I'll just be here 5 minutes
She was just going to be a minute. And parking is usually brutal near one of downtown Detroit's hottest lunch places, the Bucharest Grill. So she slid right in to the handicap parking spot in front, like so many others before her.
"Ma'am? We're from the Free Press. We noticed you parked in a handicap spot. You got a placard?" The woman looked around, then said, "No." "Are you handicapped? "No."

July 30, 2012
After handicap parking fines, driver learns his lesson
Alvilla Nelson says you couldn't pay him to park illegally in a handicap spot today -- now that he has been busted and fined for doing so. When the Free Press first contacted Nelson in June at his Redford Township home, he wouldn't explain why, over the last four years, he has parked illegally in handicap spots in Warren six times, racking up nearly $1,200 in fines, according to court records. Nelson, 60, did admit he was not disabled, but when he learned the Free Press was interested in his tickets, he had little else to say and shut his door.

July 30, 2012
Handicap parking rules elsewhere
In Michigan, parking in a handicap parking spot without a plate or placard is a civil infraction with a minimum fine of $100 and a maximum of $250. Misusing a handicap plate or placard is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to $500 and 30 days in jail. But Michigan's handicap placards are easily altered -- state officials are working on new, better ones -- and state and local law enforcement do little to fight this kind of fraud.

July 30, 2012
In the parking lot, people have plenty of excuses -- and hidden disabilities
We've all seen it. A driver zips into a handicap parking space, bounces out of the car and runs inside the store, mall or theater. Disabled? Yeah, right. People mutter about it, maybe even offer a few choice words to the seemingly fine driver who's taking a parking space that a disabled person might desperately need. There are some parking outlaws who do that. But there also are some situations that are not as they seem.

July 30, 2012
Checking on handicap permits and tracking offenders require changes in law
While disabled people and their advocacy organizations say access to parking is a chronic problem, a spokeswoman says Michigan Secretary of State Ruth Johnson has been making "needed changes" to the system since taking office in January 2011. But spokeswoman Gisgie Gendreau said some reforms sought by advocates would require changes in state law.




July 30, 2012
Carmageddon and Why Parking Matters
Around this time last year, the Kentucky Speedway held its inaugural Sprint Cup Series event resulting in one of the worst traffic catastrophes in sporting history. An estimated 20,000 people missed the inaugural Quaker State 400 because of what some said was poor parking and transportation planning. Fortunately, the speedway was given a second chance at redemption earlier this month as it hosted the Quaker State 400 once again. Donna McMillen, area manager for Riverside Parking, Louisville, attended the race both years. Knowing the area and potential for traffic issues, she arrived nearly 10 hours early for the 2011 race. 

July 29, 2012
Warren cracks down on handicap parking violators
If you're going to park in a handicap space using your dead relative's placard, you might want to avoid Warren, where police are checking for fraud. "I want everybody to be aware that in Warren, we enforce the law, especially for those that are least able to enforce handicapped parking for themselves -- that's the handicapped," said Mayor Jim Fouts, who has told city police officers to not be shy about issuing $270 fraud tickets.

July 29, 2012
Who qualifies for handicap parking spaces?
The federal Americans with Disabilities Act requires owners of parking lots or structures to set aside a minimum number of spaces for people with disabilities. The State of Michigan sets the rules for who gets to use those spaces. The Secretary of State issues red placards, which are good for up to six months, to people with temporary disabilities and blue placards or license plates to those with permanent disabilities.

July 29, 2012
Pay-to-park is ready to go live on Wednesday; permits on sale now: Officers to be deployed with new equipment to catch scofflaws
The city’s newest revenue stream has begun flowing. A total of 93 parking permits were sold in the first two days they went on sale last week, mostly to people who work downtown, said the mayor’s aide, David Van Dam. The permits, which are also available at www.sp-haverhill.com, cost $15 per month and are being sold in three-month intervals. 

July 28, 2012
VISTA: Safe parking lot for homeless cited by city
A church that allows a San Diego nonprofit to operate a safe parking lot for homeless people living in their cars has been cited by the city of Vista for a permit violation. Dreams for Change, which has operated a safe parking lot in San Diego for about two years, began using a parking lot at Cornerstone Christian Church on Crest View Road in Vista about two weeks ago. Homeless people who otherwise might sleep in their cars on public streets, a violation of state law that comes with a $350 citation, are allowed to spend the night in the church parking lot. A portable toilet and sink also are at the parking lot.

July 28, 2012
Parking authority: City obligation to SPA debt about $2M a year
Not only can't the Scranton Parking Authority pay back the city's $1 million bond bailout, it will need roughly $2 million from city coffers annually to cover debt payments, the parking authority solicitor said. City council on Thursday passed a resolution demanding repayment of the $1 million the city spent last month to cover an authority bond payment. Council's initial refusal to cover the payment led to a default on authority bonds guaranteed by the city and added to the city's credit and cash crunch. The council later reversed itself and made the payment.

July 27, 2012
Parking Policy in Seattle Gets Less Bad
Americans believe in market capitalism, not Soviet-style central planning. Except when it comes to what we do with our land, in which case almost every developed acre in the United States is subject to detailed and hyper-prescriptive central planning about the provision of parking spaces. But while the USSR at least had the good sense to limit itself to Five-Year Plans, in America's cities in suburbs the tendency is for parking plans to just linger for decades. So it's excellent news that Seattle is expanding the scope of land that will be exempt from parking minimums and reducing minimums in large swathes of the city

July 27, 2012
Mayor Creates Personal Parking Space After Receiving Ticket
The good thing about being the mayor of a small town is that you’re exactly that, the mayor. So when you get stuck with a $20 parking ticket, instead of complaining or formally contesting the ticket, as your constituents must, you can take matters into your own hands. Ted Franklin, the mayor of Logansport, Ind., was cited last Friday by his town’s police force for parking his yellow Chevrolet Corvette so that its front end stuck out into a yellow no-parking zone.

July 27, 2012
1961 parking woes at UCLA
February 1961: After all the effort finding a parking spot, UCLA student Mary Ann Harmon, a business major, later can’t locate her car in one of the university’s packed parking lots. Writer Ray Kovitz reported on the UCLA parking problems in a Feb. 12, 1961, Times Westside Edition story: Westwood — UCLA officials are hard at work to end “parking by citation.” A daily average of 232 overtime parking tickets are issued on and around the campus. And students are moaning that they have no alternative if they’re ever going to get to class on time.

July 27, 2012
Parking plan puts squeeze on Giants fans
Like a barracuda hunting prey, Scott Rothstein slowly tooled his car down Varney Place not far from AT&T Park. All along the tiny alley sat open spots beneath "No Parking" signs where he could park if he wanted to risk being towed - but he wasn't that desperate. Yet. The Giants' first pitch was still an hour away. Plenty of time for a practiced parking-space hunter like Rothstein to score a choice, legal spot - a skill he and his ilk will soon need more than ever.

July 27, 2012
Not just coins accepted at Pittsburgh parking meters
Drivers trying to park on the street and in garages in Pittsburgh will no longer have to keep quarters at hand, but they will want to memorize their license plate number. On Thursday, the city installed the first 12 of about 550 multi-space, electronic parking meters that accept credit cards in addition to quarters and track vehicles by plate number. The devices were placed on the North Shore by PNC Park. The rest will arrive within the next two months for placement in the South Side, Oakland and Downtown.

July 26, 2012
Our Laguna: Parking management meeting yields suggestions
If you have a pet peeve about parking Downtown or in Laguna Canyon, and who doesn't, city planners want to know about it. Better yet, contact them if you have ideas on how to make it better. The city hired RBF Consulting to work with city planners and the public on a parking management plan and the first step is identifying the concerns of residents, business owners and visitors. A public workshop was held July 18 at the Third Street Community Center to kick off the project.
As a society, we’ve gotten fat and lazy. About 35 percent of Americans are obese and more often than not we see people fight for the closest parking spot rather than park a few steps away and take a brisk walk that would burn off some calories.
The latter is evident in people who park in spots meant for the disabled. Too many of us have seen an able-bodied person emerge from a vehicle parked in a spot marked for the disabled and sprint as if he or she were trying to qualify for the Olympics.

July 26, 2012
Metro Testing Mobile Phone Payment System For Parking
Metro riders will soon be able to pay for parking using their mobile phones at two stations. Beginning on Monday, July 30, train passengers at the Rockville and Fort Totten stations will be able to pay for metered parking on the go with Parkmobile.



July 26, 2012
Jennings Residents Fed Up With No Parking Signs
A Jennings man says he’s fed up with city hall after they put up no parking signs on the wrong side of the street.
Robert Cotton has lived on Garesche for about 18 years and has a problem with a no parking and snow route sign on his street. He says the city didn’t give him notice and he got a ticket. “They changed the signs on our streets from snow route to no parking,” he stated.

July 26, 2012
New Laws Free Up Disabled Parking, Cut Fraud
Good news for South Florida’s disabled: new laws effective Oct. 1 will free up more disabled parking spaces.
CBS4 news partner The Miami Herald reports the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles will implement the new law, which aims to reduce abuse and the fraud of obtaining Disabled Parking permits. That comes as welcome news to the many disabled people forced to park elsewhere because parking spaces are occupied by people who don’t need them.

July 26, 2012
License Plate Parking System In Place On North Shore
Mayor Luke Ravenstahl and Pittsburgh Parking Authority officials cut the ribbon on Pittsburgh’s newest parking meter system, now on the North Shore around PNC Park. “Parkers will have the ability now to use credit cards. They don’t have to carry around coins anymore,” Ravenstahl told KDKA Money Editor Jon Delano.

July 26, 2012
Parking meters on the chopping block in San Pedro
Two neighborhoods near the Port of Los Angeles could soon get a small dose of parking relief under a plan heading to the City Council. Looking to spur more shopping and dining in business districts near the harbor, the City Council's Transportation Committee voted Wednesday to remove 540 parking meters from streets in San Pedro. Another 105 would disappear from Wilmington under the plan. Councilman Joe Buscaino, a longtime backer of the meter reduction initiative, said the changes would generate enough new economic activity for the city to cover any loss in parking revenue.

