Parking Stories: January 28 – February 7, 2013


February 7, 2013
Agreeing with Bill Gates
After being aggravated over various aspects of Microsoft Windows and Office for years, I have finally found a point of total agreement with Bill Gates, and it is even applicable to parking and transportation! In the 2013 annual letter from his foundation, he writes: ”I have been struck again and again by how important measurement is to improving the human condition. You can achieve amazing progress if you set a clear goal and find a measure that will drive progress toward that goal…”

February 7, 2013
Vandals Are Damaging OTR Parking Meters, Stealing Change
Damaged parking meters line the streets of Over-the-Rhine. Police call it a crime of opportunity that's hitting taxpayers and business-owners in the wallet. For months, vandals have been cutting the tops off parking meters in Over-the-Rhine and stealing change. The city is losing money from the meters and taxpayers are footing the bill to fix the damage. On nearly every main artery in OTR you can spot a meter with its top sawed off and obviously not working. 

February 7, 2013
Parking in Venice: There’s an App for That 
Residents and visitors circling block after block looking for a parking spot near Venice Beach can now search for nearby available spaces on their smart phones. About 200 sensors have been installed throughout Venice, mostly on Washington Boulevard, Windward Avenue and Venice Boulevard that will alert drivers through the app “Parker” of open spaces nearby. “I’m thrilled to have been able to work on this technology and bring it to Venice,” L.A. City Councilman Bill Rosendahl said.

February 7, 2013
Parking issues to be topic at public meeting
The Collaboration Corvallis parking and traffic workgroup will hold a public outreach meeting at 5:30 tonight at the Madison Avenue Meeting Room, 500 S.W. Madison Ave. Residents are encouraged to participate in a discussion of expanding city parking districts and permit fees. Information also will be presented on a recent parking and traffic survey that was conducted for the workgroup by a Portland land-use planning company.

February 7, 2013
City Hall Issues Downtown Parking RFP 
The City of Canton has issued a request for proposal (RFP) for a parking analysis for the downtown area and whether or not a parking structure should be built to alleviate parking issues. "Recent improvements made by the City are playing a substantial role in new development and redevelopment taking place, from streetscape to building improvements," writes the city in its RFP, which is also attached to this article. "The City has tried to keep pace with the parking demand created by the growth in the Downtown area, although some merchants contend that the current public parking inventory is inadequate."

February 7, 2013
Bloomington city council delays decision on parking meters
A decision to put parking meters in downtown Bloomington will have to wait. The Bloomington City Council voted 8-1 Wednesday night to delay a decision that has ignited a firestorm of criticism. Bloomington’s Chamber of Commerce had asked for a 90-day delay to examine the issue. Instead, the council called for a six-week delay, giving businesses and the chamber time to explore alternatives and present them.



February 7, 2013
Drivers could get a break on parking tickets under new bill 
Drivers could get a little more leeway when it comes to getting a parking ticket for license-plate infractions under a bill that passed the Senate on Thursday. Sen. Daniel Thatcher, D-West Valley City, sponsored SB137, saying cities can only ticket drivers for license-plate violations that are in state law. That means tickets couldn’t be written if a registration sticker is in the wrong spot, as long as the registration is current.

February 7, 2013
Boston’s plague of cheap parking
If Friday brings the fierce snowstorm that meteorologists have been predicting, Boston will declare an emergency, leading to a citywide scramble for parking alternatives off snow arteries. The drivers who have to move their cars will be annoyed — especially if they have to pay for pricey space in private garages. But on-street parking shouldn’t be a cheap alternative to off-street parking. Street-level space is far more valuable than concrete-covered spots 200 feet up, and parkers should pay more, not less, for the privilege of being on the ground. 

February 6, 2013
Seattle mulling plans to sell money-losing parking garage
A city-owned parking garage in downtown Seattle is bleeding money, and it could soon be sold for a loss. 
Financial irregularities are also coming to light at the Pacific Place garage, and Seattle police are looking at whether someone's been skimming the till. While repairmen fix a broken gate that lets shoppers into the Pacific Place garage, members of the Seattle City Council are trying to fix the garage's financial problems. Pacific Place helped establish a downtown retail core that adds sales tax revenue to city coffers, but the parking operation has been losing money for years, despite the scarcity of downtown parking.

February 6, 2013
Wednesday Jolt: The Pacific Place Garage
As we've reported, the city plans to sell the money-losing Pacific Place parking garage to the Pine Street Group, which owns the Pacific Place mall in downtown Seattle, for $55 million. The city bought the garage in 1998 for $73 million—$23 million more than it cost the original developer, also Pine Street Group, to build. The sale was part of a deal to build Pacific Place and move Nordstrom to its current location. Although the garage made money for the city in early years, it has lost money throughout the Great Recession, forcing the city to approve multiple bridge loans to keep the facility solvent. According to the city, garage usage has declined 25 percent since 2004.

February 6, 2013
18 Bizarre (Yet Real) Parking Notes Left By People
When you're in a hurry, parking perfectly in a spot may be the last thing on your mind. However, when you spot one of these people, please refrain from leaving one of these bizarre notes. If you do, the least you can do is make it sincere. Continue reading to see more. 

February 6, 2013
Parking regulations could change
With more apartment complexes being built near the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis City Councilman Cam Gordon is looking to ease parking requirements in the area. Parking has been a concern for businesses and residents around the University, with new developments and the forthcoming light rail pushing out public parking spaces. But some say changing parking requirements would put further strain on the area.

February 6, 2013
City Council approves doubled Fort Wayne parking meter fees
Downtown parking meter fees will double – possibly for the first time in 35 years – under a plan that won unanimous approval Tuesday from City Council. Under the new rates, which could get final approval from council Feb. 12, the cost for an hour of metered parking would double from 25 cents to 50 cents. Twelve minutes would go from a nickel to 10 cents, and 24 minutes would double from 10 to 20 cents.

February 6, 2013
Food trucks in Arlington, and common sense, prevail on parking restrictions
Everyone knows that food trucks are the hip way to eat anymore. Who actually sits down to eat lunch? So totally uncool. But in Arlington, a county ordinance limits food trucks to one hour parking (five minutes near a school), even at a two-hour meter, with penalties far heftier than just a parking ticket fine. The proprietors of Seoul Food D.C. decided to fight this. 

February 6, 2013
As Downtown Parking Gets Tight, Hopkins Investigates Options 
Hopkins has already sold more parking permits than it has permitted spaces, and hundreds more people are expected to live and work in the downtown in the coming years. With spaces getting harder to find, Hopkins officials say it’s time to take a closer look at downtown parking. The city plans to hire Walking Parking Consultants to conduct a $28,000 study of the city’s parking needs. The study will examine how many new spaces are needed, where they should be located, when they’ll need to be added and how parking demand might be mitigated through options like ride sharing or shared parking.

February 6, 2013
El Paso City Council approves resident parking plan Downtown
The city of El Paso cleared a major hurdle for Downtown residential development in a move business owners, city representatives and city staff called a significant step toward revitalization of the area.  The City Council on Tuesday unanimously approved a Downtown resident parking permit program in hopes of encouraging more construction of residential units and drawing more people to the city center. 

February 6, 2013
Paid parking via smartphones comes to downtown Phoenix
A new pay-by-smartphone parking system has been installed and launched at the CityScape development in downtown Phoenix. Those parking at CityScape can now use their smartphones to pay to park via a downloadable Pango application. CityScape includes restaurants, bars, shops, offices and the Hotel Palomar Phoenix.

February 6, 2013
Nobody wins when it comes to regulating parking in Ottawa 
When it comes to regulating parking, city staff just can’t win. If they don’t enforce the rules, they can put the public at risk. But sometimes when they do, as happened last weekend during Winterlude — they were on the receiving end of the public’s wrath. Alison, who doesn’t want her last name used, owns two properties in the Glebe with her husband. She couldn’t believe what she saw last weekend.

February 5, 2013
Lowering Parking Minimums Is Nowhere Close to a “War on Cars” 
The famed “War on Cars” — who among us hasn’t heard this tired hyperbole tossed around with wild abandon? Want to install a bike lane? Gasp! “War on cars!” Speeding cameras in school zones? “War on cars!!” Raise tolls to cover the huge cost of roads? “WAR ON CARS!!!” You know how it goes. Paul Barter at Reinventing Parking was reflecting on this rhetoric recently after a proposal to ease parking minimums in Santa Monica elicited the predictable response. 

February 5, 2013
Residents post survey to protest parking ban in alleys
German Village residents are being asked to offer input about how they've been affected by parking restrictions in alleys in the area. A group of residents unhappy with the parking ban have posted a 10-question survey that will appear on germanvillage.com until Feb. 15. P. Susan Sharrock, one of the residents involved, said the group hopes to send a message to the city the restrictions weren't necessary and were done without residential input. The city of Columbus began enforcing the parking ban in a portion of eight alleys and streets in fall 2012.


February 5, 2013
Bloomington Chamber Makes Its Own Parking Recommendations
The Greater Bloomington Chamber of Commerce has released its recommendations for how the city should mitigate parking downtown. This comes after the city council last week tentatively decided to postpone a vote on whether to increase the number of parking meters, virtually eliminating free public parking around the downtown retail district. While the Chamber’s recommendations do not condemn the idea of metering more spots downtown, it says it wants to move forward slowly with those plans.

February 5, 2013
Village: Parking Meter Income Will Finance Trader’s Cover Renovation 
The parking meter money is going back to where it was generated, announced Port Jefferson Trustee Laurence LaPointe at Monday night’s board meeting. He said that after some improvements were made to the lot on the west side of the village, it’s time for the next steps in enhancement of Port Jefferson’s parking areas. Long a point of frustration for visitors, residents and business owners alike, parking meters in Port Jefferson have ultimately raised about $885,000 for the village since 2007. 

February 5, 2013
Ithaca Considers Repeal of Minimum Parking Requirements
According to the Board of Public Works’ resolution, the city loses approximately $1 million every year from inefficient parking operations. Additionally, excess parking created through the minimum parking requirements competes with public parking, the resolution said. The Board’s recommendation is intended to “maximize potential revenue from the city’s parking resources,” the resolution added. 

February 5, 2013
Cleveland's downtown parking problems leave plenty of space for debate: Mark Naymik 
Downtown Cleveland doesn't have a parking problem. Some of us just have a bad attitude. Drivers who work and play in the central business district around Public Square understandably might disagree. They have been spoiled by Cleveland's years of failures, which have left land once slated for high-rises and other projects as nothing more than surface parking lots. 

February 5, 2013
Smartphone app may make parking in Downtown Jacksonville easier
If struggling to find a parking space deters you from going to Downtown Jacksonville, you’ll soon have one less reason for not visiting the urban core. Mayor Alvin Brown announced Tuesday a partnership with Streetline, which has developed a smartphone app that connects with sensors installed on the street to guide users to available parking spaces. The partnership is a three-month trial of the technology, mayoral spokesman David DeCamp said, at no cost to the city.

February 5, 2013
Owners of Arlington food truck, cited for breaking one-hour parking rule, win in court
The owners of popular Arlington food truck Seoul Food snagged a win in court Monday, when a judge dismissed a misdemeanor case against them for violating county law by parking in one space for more than an hour. Seoul Food owners Anna Goree and her husband J.P. Goree were cited Dec. 6 for violating an Arlington County ordinance that prohibits mobile vendors from stopping at a single location for more than 60 minutes. Anna Goree moved the truck after 60 minutes, but was told by police that she did not move it far enough, said the Gorees’ attorney Noah Sullivan, an associate at the Washington office of Gibson Dunn & Crutcher, which took the case on a pro bono basis. 

February 5, 2013
You land on Free Parking? Pay stations go kaput in Minneapolis
A widespread failure has struck more than 130 curbside parking pay stations in Minneapolis, most of them in downtown, city officials said Tuesday. A short-term meter amnesty has been implemented as city crews were concentrating their repair efforts on the stations in an area bounded by Hennepin Avenue on the west to 5th Avenue South on the east. Also affected are pay stations on either side of Hennepin Avenue around Loring Park, the city said. The problem began overnight following a software update to the parking meter system. 

February 5, 2013
Seattle parking enforcement officer struck by hit-and-run driver
A Seattle parking enforcement officer (PEO) was not injured when she was struck this afternoon by a hit-and-run driver, police said. The female PEO was struck just after 12:30 p.m. in the 4300 block of University Way Northeast. Police said the victim was on duty when the driver of a white Ford SUV struck her with the vehicle’s side mirror. The driver fled without stopping, according to police. The PEO declined medical attention, police said.

February 5, 2013
Tuesday Jolt: Prescient on Parking Garage
Today's (better-late-than-never) Winner: City council member Nick Licata. Licata, along with fellow grassroots activists like John Fox, was among the most vocal opponents of the city's decision to buy the Pacific Place Garage, for $73 million ($23 million more than it cost to build), in 1997—part of a deal with developers to build the Pacific Place mall and move Nordstrom to its current location downtown. At the time, activists decried the move as a $23 million developer giveaway; and in recent years, the garage has cost the city even more, requiring hefty subsidies to stay afloat.

February 5, 2013
City considering selling Pacific Place Parking Garage
Should Seattle sell the city-owned Pacific Place Garage? That’s the suggestion before the City Council’s Government Performance and Finance Committee on Wednesday. Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn says the garage has been a drain on the general fund, with a projected loss of more than $4 million in 2012 and 2013.  The city financed the construction of the garage with $73 million in bonds in 1998, to help jump start the shopping complex in downtown.  

February 5, 2013
NYPD Won’t Touch Upper West Side Block Commandeered by Illegal Parking 
A frustrated Upper West Side resident is looking to tame the rampant illegal parking and placard abuse on his block. Carson Dixon says the curbs and sidewalks of W. 83rd Street between Columbus and Amsterdam Avenues are lined constantly with illegally parked vehicles, left there by postal workers, firefighters, and employees of a parking garage. Most of the vehicles parked in the street’s no standing zones belong to employees of the Planetarium Station post office, and display “real and fake” placards, according to Dixon. 

February 5, 2013
City tacks on new fees for paying parking tickets online
It’s about to start costing you more to pay your parking tickets, that is, unless you want to do it the old fashioned way. Without notice, the Parking Violations Bureau has raised how much you have to pay to take care of those fines online by 43 percent. You already have to pony up 2 dollars for the quick service — it’s now jumped to $2.86.
You can, however, still pay your ticket in person or via snail mail for free.

February 5, 2013
Covington City Council approves parking guidelines despite opposition
After a long, winding discussion, the Covington City Council Tuesday night adopted an ordinance designed in part to address the problem of school buses and other large vehicles that park in residential neighborhoods. By a 7-1 vote, the council approved the ordinance offered by Councilman Lee Alexius despite complaints that the law doesn't go far enough in solving the community's parking issues and would be difficult for city employees to enforce.




February 4, 2013
A Parking Spot Fit for a King
If by chance you’ve ever parked a car in Leicester, England, you might have been standing on top of royalty. Scientists there recently confirmed that remains of a body found buried under a parking lot are, in fact, those of King Richard III. The reviled king holds a special place in English history as both the last Plantagenet king, occupying the throne before the Tudors took power, and of being the man who imprisoned his nephews to take that throne for himself.

February 4, 2013
LA's First Parking Space Park Opens With Reservoir Dogs Imagery in Highland Park
Los Angeles got its very first parklet over the weekend--where else but on trendy up-and-coming York Boulevard (near Avenue 50) in Highland Park. The little parking space parks are all the rage in San Francisco, Boston, Long Beach, and other pedestrian-friendly cities, and LA's about to have four by the end of the month (one in El Sereno and two on Spring Street Downtown). City Councilmember Jose Huizar explains: "[Parklets] encourage a more local, pedestrian experience where people take the time to sit, relax and enjoy one another's company while also supporting local businesses."

February 4, 2013
I-Team: Whistleblower takes on handicap parking violators
Jeff Owens never intended to fight City Hall, or anyone else, over parking. But the Jamestown area resident said for people like himself, access to parking is very important. Owens spent 22 years in the Air Force and Reserve before he was disabled by a stroke. Now he walks with a cane and needs to use his doctor-approved handicapped parking tag that hangs from the rear view mirror of his car. "I guarantee that 99 percent, maybe even 100 percent of us who are disabled, would trade all of that and not have to worry about handicapped parking," Owens said.

February 4, 2013
Parking in D.C.: City wrote 1.8M tickets last year
If you've ever tried to park in D.C., you know it can be frustrating. “It’s really messy,” says Matthew Leis. “It takes forever to find a spot.” With 1.2 million drivers coming to D.C. daily for work and only 17,000 metered spaces to go around, it may not be surprising the 1300 and 1400 blocks of L St. NW, right in the heart of the business district, are the city’s most ticketed areas. AAA says part of the reason why the area has the highest concentration of parking tickets in the city is because metered parking spots have been replaced with bike lanes.

February 4, 2013
Charlotte tries 'reverse angle' parking
The addition of street parking on Commonwealth Avenue has been good for businesses in the popular district -- but seems to be confusing some drivers. Plaza Midwood is the first part of the city to adopt “reverse angle parking” areas. “Basically you back into a space at an angle,” explained Larken Egleston, with the Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Association. “It’s a simple concept but it does seem to be causing trouble for some right now. Some people have figured it out, others have not yet.”

February 4, 2013
New Bill Would Require City To Post Parking Changes 24 Hours In Advance
A city lawmaker wants to make sure drivers are warned of temporary parking changes due to construction or special events at least one day in advance.  Brooklyn City Councilman David Greenfield plans to submit a bill Wednesday that would require the city to post signs at least 24 hours before a no-parking zone is created for a special event or roadwork. The Department of Transportation said it would not comment on the bill because doesn't comment on legislation before it reaches committee and it's unclear whether the law would affect DOT.

February 4, 2013
City may sell money-losing Pacific Place garage
The city-owned Pacific Place parking garage — a money-loser since the recession undercut shopping and entertainment downtown — could be sold to the mall’s owners under a proposal before the Seattle City Council.  Parking rates would stay at 80 percent of market rate for five years under terms of the sale. It’s a good time to get rid of the garage, the city says.

February 4, 2013
CIty Plans to Sell Pacific Place Garage
At its meeting this Wednesday, the city council's government performance and finance committee will take the first public steps toward selling the money-losing Pacific Place parking garage, which has cost taxpayers millions of dollars since the city bought the garage in 1998 (at $23 million more than it cost to build) as part of a deal to build Pacific Place and move Nordstrom to its current location downtown. In 2011, the city loaned the garage $4 million, on top of $1.5 million approved in 2010; in 2013, the city projects a shortfall of $2.9 million. 

February 4, 2013
Socialism2Go
Socialism is a dirty word. So, the 21st century economy has come up with a bunch of Wired magazine-friendly catch phrases as stand-ins: "The Share Economy;" "The Peer Economy;" "Shared Consumption;" and "The Mesh."  
The concept—and I wrote about it for this month's magazine in a blurb about a new car sharing service called Sidecar where people give lifts to virtual hitchhikers via an app—is that a DIY economy based on monetizing your ability to share what you've got and others don't, is the new third way.

February 4, 2013
The Good News, and Bad, About Car2Go
A couple of weeks ago, I had a chance to check out Car2Go, the new car-sharing service, for the first time. I had just met with Car2Go's Austin-based pitchwoman, Katie Stafford, a couple of days earlier, and I needed to get to a press conference in Southeast Seattle, stat. (It was Mayor Mike McGinn's reelection announcment and, oddly, the pro-transit mayor held his announcement along a stretch of MLK inaccessible by light rail). First, some background on Car2Go: 

February 4, 2013
Sierra Club opposes San Francisco parking space proposal
Developers of residential projects would be able to exceed parking caps by adding spaces designated only for car sharing, under legislation that advanced out of committee Monday. While the proposal was praised by supervisors on the board’s Land Use and Economic Development Committee, others called the legislation a wrongheaded approach to tackling the adverse environmental impacts associated with cars.

February 3, 2013
Old meters set to expire as San Francisco looks to upgrade parking its systems
Drivers in San Francisco soon may not need a cache of coins in their cars to feed the meters as a part of a proposal to replace The City’s entire network of parking meters — some 30,000 devices — with newer technology by this fall. San Francisco has about 23,000 older parking meters that accept only coins and payment cards issued by the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, which is in charge of parking in The City. There are an additional 6,000 or so meters that feature the agency’s new SFpark technology, which accept multiple payment forms and offer differing hourly rates. Another 1,000 meters are located on property the Port of San Francisco manages.

February 3, 2013
More residents need parking permits
Residents living in a section of North Bergen previously not included in the township’s Residential Parking Permits (RPP) program now must purchase permits in order to park there, as of Feb. 1. The Parking Authority hopes the new parking rules in Zone 3 will discourage commuters from parking in North Bergen and leaving their vehicles behind. Zone 3 is bordered by 54th Street to the south, Kennedy Boulevard to the east, West Side Avenue on the west, and portions of 72nd Street and 71st Street to the north.



February 3, 2013
New parking hours set for Gay Street
Motorists downtown will begin noticing new signs indicating a change in parking hours along South Gay Street, officials said. Signs are going up along South Gay Street in downtown Knoxville indicating new hours for public on-street parking spaces, according to a news release from Jesse Fox Mayshark, City of Knoxville spokesman. Mayshark said maximum parking time has been increased from one to two hours between Summit Hill Drive and the Gay Street Bridge. The new hours are intended to ensure better turnover of parking spaces during high-demand times, providing more convenience for downtown visitors and businesses, he said.

February 2, 2013
Super Bowl, Super Parking
Curious about how people park for Super Bowl? We were, and turned to our friends at ParkWhiz, which helps ticketholders reserve parking for the big game, for a little insight. According to ParkWhiz Senior Vice President, Sales, Dean Bravos: The average price for a 2013 Super Bowl parking space is $135. That’s up from last year’s average price of $118. Tailgaters can expect to pay $108 to $375 for reserved party spots.

February 2, 2013
New way to pay to park Downtown
The city of Memphis is scheduled to modernize its antiquated parking meter system this summer.
It will replace 1,200 coin-only mechanical and electronic parking meters Downtown with a combination of single-space and multispace meters that accept credit and debit cards, as well as coins. This should be a big convenience for those coin-lacking motorists who work or conduct business Downtown on weekdays. With the good, of course, comes the bad. It is likely that the new system will bring a rise in parking rates, and it will also mean the end of free parking at the meters on weekends and after 6 p.m. Monday through Friday.

February 2, 2013
City of Auburn adopts new pay-by-phone parking system 
In the city of Auburn, pretty soon you can pay for parking as you use it. Auburn's city manager, Douglas Selbey, is moving forward with Pango parking, after the mayor and the city council unanimously approved the proposal Thursday night. Auburn was chosen as a Pango's pilot city where new features will be tested. Since they're using the city to roll out the program, Auburn is being charged less than half of what Pango normally charges.

February 2, 2013
Pricier parking meters: a burden or boon for businesses?
Ryan Armezzani's last haircut cost him more than he bargained for. Damian Biancarelli at Guy's Barber Shop only charged him the standard $15 for the cut. But when Mr. Armezzani ran out to his car to feed the parking meter, he found a ticket waiting for him. "It was a $40 haircut," Mr. Armezzani said as Mr. Biancarelli gave him a trim in the Spruce Street shop on Friday. An initial meter-overtime violation is $20, according to Times-Tribune archives. After city council voted Thursday to extend parking meter hours to 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. during the week as well as Saturdays, Mr. Armezzani's parking problem could become a common gripe among customers at downtown Scranton businesses.

February 2, 2013
New parking program requires stickers
The city’s new residential parking program took effect this past Friday. All vehicles parked on public streets from midnight to 5 a.m. — or 2 to 5 a.m. in certain business districts — must have a residential or visitor parking sticker. The stickers can be used for any legal parking space in the city, including during the day in daytime parking restriction zones. As a response to residents’ complaints about the difficulty of finding parking spaces in their own neighborhoods, the new rules are intended to ensure that enough spaces are eligible for those who contribute to the maintenance of city streets through excise taxes, according to City Manager Jay Ash.



February 2, 2013
Oakland launches reduced parking fees program in Chinatown
Reduced parking fees are being offered as part of a pilot program to draw business to Oakland's Chinatown district just in time for the Lunar New Year, which begins Feb. 10. The Pacific Renaissance Plaza parking garage will charge a flat rate of $2 from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. from Monday through Thursday. The reduced rate will also be implemented from 5 p.m. to 12 a.m. on Fridays but will not be in effect on weekends. The reduced prices will continue until further notice, according to the Oakland Mayor's Office.

February 2, 2013
Handicap parking crackdown that won't cost taxpayers a dime
Kevin McDaniel and Aaron Follis head toward a Southside Winn Dixie, but they aren't looking for groceries. "We just try to get those spaces cleared up for the people that need them," said Program Coordinator, Kevin McDaniel. 
They are part of the City of Jacksonville's Disabled Parking Enforcement Program. They are targeting violators. Traditionally one in five, one in six people who park in those spaces either don't have a permit at all or are using someone else's permit which is a huge problem," said McDaniel. 

February 1, 2013
Complaints prompt parking changes in York City
Starting Friday, family visits should be just a little less stress-inducing for some York City residents. Temporary parking passes are now available to the guests of residents who live on metered streets outside of the city's "core" district, Mayor Kim Bracey announced in a news release Thursday. Now, instead of "running out every two hours to feed the meter or move the car," visitors can display the pass and remain ticket-free for up to five days, said Cheryl Rascoe, who heads the city's parking bureau. 

February 1, 2013
New Parking Plan Treats Montana Like Santa Monica Blvd.
It's shocking Montana Avenue merchants and residents: Santa Monica's quainter, upscale shopping destination is classified a "transit oriented district" in a new draft plan to manage parking across the city. The plan calls for a big reduction in the amount of parking future developers would have to build, and in "transit oriented districts," such as on Montana Avenue and Santa Monica and Wilshre boulevards, the requirements would be scaled back the most.

February 1, 2013
Editorial: Residential parking permits make sense for San Rafael
SAN RAFAEL is doing the right thing by trying to make life easier for residents who find it difficult to find a parking space because people doing business park in front of their homes to avoid timed parking downtown. The City Council approved a policy for a parking permit program in areas such as Latham Street and the Montecito, Dominican and Gerstle Park neighborhoods. This is a good first step, but the policy needs to be tweaked, as council members pointed out.

February 1, 2013
IPI Part of DOE’s Workplace Charging Challenge
IPI has worked tirelessly to earn parking a seat at the table and the fruits of those labors were very evident yesterday, when I had the opportunity to represent the industry at the Department of Energy’s Workplace Charging Challenge Roundtable.  This event, which assembled leaders from major automakers, telecommunications, high-tech, and energy companies, is part of a broad and aggressive effort to expand the number of plug-in electric (PEV) cars in use across America and make them an affordable, reliable, and convenient alternative to fossil-fueled vehicles.

February 1, 2013
Manhattan Parking Meter Rates Increase, Nobody Notices 
Did you hear? It didn’t get press coverage, but a week ago rates for on-street parking in Manhattan below 110th Street increased by 50 cents. The lack of attention this story has gotten is truly amazing, given the media’s usual windshield perspective. As of January 25, meters below 96th Street now charge $3.50 an hour, while hourly rates between 96th and 110th Streets increased to $1.50. In Manhattan above 110th Street and elsewhere in the city, rates remain at $1.00 per hour. 

February 1, 2013
Parking hours change in downtown Knoxville
On-street parking hours in downtown Knoxville will be changing by the end of the month. The maximum time is increasing from one hour to two hours. The affected area is on Gay Street between Summit Hill Dr. and the Gay Street Bridge. Enforcement of the new hours will begin on February 25, 2013. The new hours are intended to ensure better turnover of parking spaces during high-demand times, providing more convenience for downtown visitors and businesses.

February 1, 2013
How Parking Meters Slowly Invaded San Francisco
My co-workers and I look forward to reading your blog every Friday. If one of my highlights of each Friday is looking forward to reading about parking, does that make me a true San Franciscan? Also, thanks for last week’s post about getting my $72 refund from SFMTA for parking on Sundays. This change got me wondering how long parking on Sunday had been free, and for how long parking meters have actually been around.

February 1, 2013
National Parking Association Releases 2012-2013 Parking Industry Purchasing Power Report
The National Parking Association today released the results of its 2012-13 Parking Industry Purchasing Power report."This North American study conducted among NPA members analyzes preferences, purchasing plans and buying power among parking industry professionals," said NPA President Christine Banning, CAE. "The report identifies trends and changes in purchasing patterns between parking industry sectors. Banning added, "The study highlights who the key decision makers are in parking purchasing, and what they plan to buy in 2013." 

February 1, 2013
Business Owners React to Scranton’s Proposed Parking Meter Hike
Scranton’s City Council has taken steps toward approving a price hike that’s causing controversy among people who live in the city and those who just drive in for a visit. City council is considering increasing parking meter prices to a rate you’d more likely see in a big city. City council plans to vote next week on the potential parking meter hike. The proposal calls for raising the cost of parking at meters in some parts of the city. Dino Puteri took three trips around Scranton’s Courthouse Square before finding a spot to park Friday. 

February 1, 2013
Bill would require cities to inspect parking meters
Saying he’s tired of dealing with faulty parking meters and hearing the same concern from constituents, a Phoenix lawmaker wants to require cities to test and repair their meters on a schedule set by state law. “This bill is aimed at doing one thing, and that is trying to protect the residents and the businesses in downtown Phoenix from losing their money to parking meters and making sure the meters are working correctly,” said Rep. Chad Campbell, D-Phoenix, the House minority leader.

January 31, 2013
Taking the People out of Parking
A recent report on the CBS program “60 Minutes” featured robots and, among other things, suggested that our jobless recovery was in large part due to companies buying robots to take the place of human workers. Robots were shown building cars, moving stock around warehouses, dispensing boarding passes, and vacuuming floors. Some robots were hardware, while others were software. As I pulled out of a parking garage in Pittsburgh after the broadcast, I couldn’t help but think how things have changed in the parking industry. 



January 31, 2013
Fayetteville settles with veteran in disabled parking lawsuit
Fayetteville officials this month dismissed six parking tickets to settle a lawsuit with a disabled veteran who claimed that the city illegally cited him when he parked in handicapped spaces downtown. The city says it followed the law when it ticketed him. But a lawyer for the man, who had a partially disabled veteran license plate on his car, thinks the law is ambiguous. The ticketing started Sept. 4, 2008, when Gulf War veteran Ed Donovan parked in a handicapped space on Hay Street. 

January 31, 2013
Auburn could add pay-by-phone parking option
Auburn may soon be rocketed into the 21st century with the option to pay for downtown parking with a smartphone. The Auburn City Council will vote tonight on authorizing Mayor Michael Quill to enter into a 24-month contract with Pango USA, LLC, a company that provides a service allowing people to pay for meter and kiosk parking using an application on their phones. Users can sign up for a Pango account and then be able to hit "start" on their Pango phone app or call a toll free number to start a parking session. 

January 31, 2013
Breckenridge parking tickets skyrocket
Revenues from parking fees are on the rise in Breckenridge with the use of new, more advanced technology credited with improving parking enforcement and efficiency in town.  A series of solar-powered pay kiosks along with an automated license plate reader system have amped up parking rule enforcement in Breck over the last year. Following last year's launch of the license plate reader system — technology that can recognize when a vehicle has violated the three-hour parking limit — the number of parking tickets issued in Breckenridge increased 38 percent.

January 31, 2013
In a squeeze? State has parking
Just as parking spaces are being snapped up by downtown residents taking advantage of a new city permit system, the state Office of General Services is offering 1,000 spots to unionized state workers who are members of the Civil Service Employees Association and Public Employees Federation. OGS Commissioner RoAnn Destito on Wednesday said the spots would be temporarily available while the agency works to reorganize what it acknowledges has deteriorated into a chaotic system for allocating parking spaces. 

January 31, 2013
Two Toledo police officers file lawsuit over parking tickets
Two Toledo police officers filed a class-action lawsuit Wednesday claiming they and countless others have received parking tickets issued unlawfully. Andre Cowell and Keith Zaborowski said in the complaint filed in Lucas County Common Pleas Court that they received parking citations from ParkSmart employees for allegedly parking at expired meters or in “no parking” zones while working as Toledo police officers. 

January 31, 2013
Find a Place to Park
The parking situation in downtown SLC has improved a lot in the past couple of years, with a huge new parking structure at City Creek Center, new electronic parking meters that accept credit cards, and the ability to pay for metered parking with a phone app. Still, it's a good idea to check out parking options before heading downtown, especially to a big event like a Jazz game. Fortunately, the Salt Lake City government, the Downtown Alliance and other organizations provide lots of resources for finding a parking spot downtown. 

January 31, 2013
City planners not budging on new bar & restaurant parking rules: Is H-Town's national cred in danger?
The wood-paneled chambers of Houston City Hall were filled with residents hoping to weigh in on two issues crucial to Houston's future at the Housing, Sustainable Growth and Development committee hearing on Wednesday: Changes to the Chapter 42 Code of Ordinances and to the Chapter 26 Off-Street Parking Ordinance. For the latter, the city's Planning and Development Department is looking to reassess required numbers for parking spaces on everything from bowling alleys to barber shops to bars, an undertaking that requires consideration of where Houston is today as well as projected future growth.

January 31, 2013
CBS2 Investigation Looks Into Use Of Disabled Parking Placards
Able-bodied Californians are using disabled placards — to park for free — and costing the city millions of dollars in revenue. CBS2’s Investigative Reporter David Goldstein reveals that as many as one-fourth of drivers in the state are using disabled placards fraudulently. Hidden cameras caught many active people — working out at an expensive health club in West Los Angeles — moments after they parked. With the disabled placards, they are allowed to park for free and never have to feed meters like everyone else using the facility.

January 31, 2013
OSU/city parking group sets up public outreach session
The Collaboration Corvallis project’s neighborhood livability workgroup filled a meeting room Tuesday for a lively discussion of rental housing issues. The project’s parking and traffic panel hopes to do the same Feb. 7. The panel is encouraging members of the public, Oregon State University students and neighborhood association leaders to participate in a 5:30 p.m. public outreach session at the Madison Avenue Meeting Room.

January 31, 2013
Almost 1,800 ticketed as free Sunday parking ends
We now know just how many unlucky drivers were hit with a ticket over the weekend as 65 years of free parking on Sundays came to an end. The Municipal Transportation Agency issued 1,796 meter violations out of a total 2,575 citations on Sunday, as parking officers officially started enforcing the new rule that is expected to net the city an additional $2 million per year. On an average Saturday, about 2,000 citations for all violations, not just meters, are issued, agency spokesman Paul Rose said.

January 31, 2013
A parking warrior becomes a dove
Enforcement of parking meters on Sunday afternoon? "I would have been ashamed and saddened to be a part of this travesty of Sunday meter enforcement," says Lance Greenfield, who retired from the SFMTA/Enforcement last March. "What's on the horizon?" asks Greenfield. "Overnight meter enforcement? Anything is possible with the burgeoning money-pit bureaucracy known as SFMTA." And that's a retiree talking about his former employer. 

January 30, 2013
Local teachers struggling to find parking near schools
A wide area around Montlake Elementary School is zoned to keep University of Washington students and commuters from parking all day, but many Montlake teachers are caught in the crackdown. Principal Claudia Allan is fighting for the right for her teachers to park.  "They should not be stressed out about parking," she said. "They should be thinking about what are they going to do to instruct their children that day." There are about 30 staff members at Montlake Elementary, and they're currently allotted four parking spaces. 

January 30, 2013
The Separation of Church and Parking
The story in most U.S. cities goes that on the seventh day, even parking enforcement officers rest. But thanks to slashed municipal budgets and seemingly never-ending congestion on the roads, that’s quickly and likely irrevocably changing. Earlier this month, San Francisco became the latest city to announce it will begin enforcing parking meters on Sundays. For now, municipal traffic cops are merely leaving warnings on windshields to let motorists know about the upcoming policy change. 




January 30, 2013
Beacon Hill businesses, residents consider Charles Street parking changes 
Beacon Hill business owners and residents are working on ideas to improve parking on Charles Street, including shuffling commercial parking spots and installing multispace parking meters. Business owners and neighborhood residents met Tuesday night at a Joint Charles Street Committee meeting to discuss possible changes that would make more parking spots available to customers. “We obviously don’t want to make changes willy-nilly,” said John Corey, co-chair of the committee, who presented a parking study of the street.

January 30, 2013
Three state beaches plan higher parking fees at peak periods
Three area state parks are proposing a parking fee schedule that would charge more for visiting during peak periods. Under the plan, the standard $15 fee for the day would jump to $20 on three high-season holidays – Memorial Day, July 4 and Labor Day – using automated payment machines at San Clemente, Doheny and Crystal Cove state beaches. Meanwhile, some parking areas at the parks would introduce new hourly rates, a cheaper option than the all-day fee that visitors had to pay before even if they didn't want to stay all day.

January 29, 2013
Officers issue fewer parking tickets, revenues decline
Parking ticket revenues for the city took a dive last year — dropping roughly $500,000 to just under $2 million — as police are issuing fewer citations. It’s a trend officials attribute to increased vigilance among drivers to dodge parking fines as they struggle in the rough economy. Since 2008, annual parking ticket revenues had hovered around $2.5 million, according to statistics released by the Burbank Police Department. 

January 29, 2013
SPD -- temporarily -- commandeers block of E Pine parking 
Street parking is not -- yet -- an inalienable right in the USA. But in a busy business district like central Pike/Pine, every spot counts. Capitol Hill drivers and, especially, the savvy, the statistics-minded, and the "I have awesome parking karma" parkers have been surprised to find a full block of E Pine street parking has suddenly been removed from the equation.

January 29, 2013
Controversial Car2Go program includes limitless parking in restricted zones
A new car-share program allows drivers to park pretty much anywhere without feeding the meter. Although Car2Go's Smart cars are tiny, some business owners around Seattle told KIRO 7 Eyewitness News Reporter David Ham that they are taking up too much space. Alan Chan said that one of the cars was parked a two-hour spot in front of his restaurant in Magnolia for five days, taking away space on busy nights for his customers.

January 29, 2013
Seattle working to fix malfunctioning parking meters 
2,200 stoic green monoliths, and most of them actually work. Sometimes. The city of Seattle's parking meters in Capitol Hill have been malfunctioning for a week, and it has left drivers frustrated and confused.  "It makes noise, it just doesn't print," said Shelley Overman of Bellevue. Overman jammed her credit card inside the machine on 11th Avenue and time and again, no sticker spat out. The city says around 90 percent of drivers use cards for meters, but now an untold number of the 35,000 daily transactions aren't getting through. 

January 29, 2013
Seattle's new 'Car2Go' cars causing problems 
There's a small dispute over those small car you see zipping around Seattle. Car2Go launched last month. One perk of the car sharing deal is that customers in Seattle can park a car in a spot beyond the metered time. "Five days," says Magnolia restaurant owner, Alan Chan. "Other people, no parking, can't find parking." Right in front of Gim Wah Restaurant, last week, a Car2Go was parked for several days. The street has two-hour street parking.


January 29, 2013
Memphis to make Downtown parking meters credit-card friendly
Like so many drivers Downtown, Mud Island resident Barron Rutledge searched his car and pockets for change to put in a parking meter during lunchtime Tuesday – and came up with about 25 cents. Anne Lorenz, the friend he was meeting for lunch, spotted him a few more coins, enough to buy him 53 minutes to park his Volkswagen Jetta in a metered space on Monroe Avenue. 

January 29, 2013
Cedar Rapids officials hope new cameras solve downtown parking issues
Park Cedar Rapids, the city of Cedar Rapids’ parking department, will soon be scanning the license plates of cars parked on downtown streets. Leaders announced a new technology on Monday that they believe will encourage parking space turnover and help them collect unpaid parking tickets. Jon Rouse, general manager of Park Cedar Rapids, said there are currently no plans to use the license plate recognition cameras to identify expired spaces. 

January 29, 2013
Consultant crunching data for parking plan in Stillwater 
Stillwater’s parking consultant continues to crunch data and develop a parking plan for downtown, Campus Corner, Washington Street and areas adjacent to Oklahoma State University along University Avenue. A public meeting has been scheduled for 6 p.m. Feb. 19 in room 121 at the Stillwater Community Center, 315 W. Eighth Ave., Stillwater spokeswoman Sherry Fletcher said Tuesday. 

January 29, 2013
Parking enforcement in Harrisburg just got easier
It's now a lot tougher to avoid -- and fight -- a parking ticket in the city of Harrisburg, thanks to smartphone technology. Parking enforcement officers are now equipped with a dozen Samsung Galaxy II phones to ping license plate numbers. A unique app on the phone can look up any outstanding unpaid parking tickets, as well as if a car is stolen. "If they enter a tag that's stolen, it's alerted on the phone and the phone vibrates so they don't have to be looking at the screen," Captain Colin Cleary said. "So it's an added safety function for them."

January 29, 2013
I-Team: Springfield Parking Boots
You may have noticed parking boots on cars throughout Springfield.  The 22News I-Team discovers if the program is paying for itself.   The booting program is modeled after a similar program in New Haven, Connecticut.  It's a way for the city of Springfield to collect back taxes faster than before.  The 22News I-Team followed the Springfield Parking Authority to see how effective the program is. 

January 29, 2013
Super Bowl parking expensive and in limited supply 
If you're planning on driving into the city to enjoy the Super Bowl festivities, you better hold on to your wallet. The few public parking spots left in the CBD are charging top dollar and you need to pay attention to the rules. Monday night, Team Gleason paid $30 to park in a lot at Poydras and Tchoupitoulas and the van still got the boot. 

January 28, 2013
NYC parking meters won't be privatized
New York City looked to Chicago’s experience when deciding not to privatize its 85,000 parking meters, according to a report by the Wall Street Journal. Chicago was the first major American city to privatize its parking meter system, according to the Journal, leasing operation of their 36,000 meters in 2008 on a 75-year deal slated to give the city $1.2 billion. However, at least one study said Chicago vastly undervalued its parking meters, and parking fees there will soon be the most expensive in North America.




January 28, 2013
Revenue from parking tickets in Sac is down $1.2M
Fewer people are receiving parking tickets in Sacramento, and a new report indicates the trend is leading to less money in the city's bank account. In its mid-year review, the city noticed that money from parking tickets was down about $1.2 million. Fewer people are getting tickets due to the higher prices, the parking services manager said. New surcharges, imposed by the state of California, have increased the price of tickets by about 20 percent. The department also says part of the problem is, fewer parking enforcement officers are on the street.

January 28, 2013
Innovative Parking Plan Could Help Clear Birmingham’s Traffic and Skies
Circling for a parking spot, worrying about feeding the parking meters, and ultimately wondering if you should just turn around and go home. These are familiar feelings for anyone who has ever had to find a parking spot in a hurry. Not only is it frustrating, but the time spent looking for parking also contributes to traffic congestion – some research suggests 30 percent on average – and air pollution. 

