Parking Stories: January 10 – 17, 2013


January 17, 2013
Your Operation: What Would Ramsay Say?
Enjoying the fruits of retirement here in Canada, I am watching a show on the Beeb (that is, the BBC, not Justin Bieber) called “Kitchen Nightmares,” in which a failing restaurant calls in a famous British (more specifically, Scottish) chef to review, diagnose, and treat its dying business. There are a bunch of these types of shows. Gordon Ramsay is not alone, although he may have been the first of his ilk. Bar Rescue, Ink Rescue, and a whole raft of others follow the same procedure.

January 17, 2013
Lively Discussion on Parking Last Night
Last night DDOT hosted a meeting with the community to discuss parking. The meeting came out of a long series of discussions that have been going on for years between representatives of the ANC, CAG, and the BID to address the parking situation in Georgetown. As expected the meeting was lively and well attended. After a short introduction by DC’s parking Czar Angelo and his colleague Damon Harvey, the crowd of about 40-50 was broken up into three discussion groups to tackle three topics of challenges: residential parking, parking for commercial establishments, and institutional parking.

January 17, 2013
Montpelier parking fee boost is one option for revenue
The city has identified the doubling of rates for certain parking meters and lot permit fees as a possible solution to a parking revenue shortfall. The city’s proposed budget assumes parking fees will increase. City administrators have discussed the possibility of increasing fees at some parking meter and city lot areas while identifying numerous ways to tackle an issue that will require City Council approval and likely involve public input.

January 17, 2013
Downtown parking study to be focus of work session
The Marquette Downtown Development Authority will share the results of a recent parking study with the city commission at a Friday morning work session. The work session is set for 8 a.m. in commission chambers at city hall. The DDA hired the New York-based firm Nelson/Nygaard Parking Consultants to evaluate the city's downtown parking resources. Representatives of the firm made two visits to Marquette last year.

January 17, 2013
Montclair parking "a learning experience" for Township Manager
On Jan. 1, the Montclair Parking authority was officially disbanded, ushering in a new era of control by the Township Council and Montclair's township manager over parking meters, tickets and lot permits, a move to improve the often frustrating experience of parking in town. Since the switch, Township Manager Marc Dashield, Mayor Robert Jackson and other officials have started the process of improving parking with a survey to discover which meters are not functioning. 

January 17, 2013
Englewood store owners say free parking kept shoppers downtown longer
Shoppers tended to stay in stores longer and were more relaxed this holiday season, as free holiday parking alleviated fears of getting a ticket while visiting the local shops in the downtown, said local Englewood store owners. "They were taking their time picking out gifts and not worrying that they have to run back to the car," said Raj Nagpal, manager of Medici. "Things like this should definitely be encouraged."




January 17, 2013
A new angle on Figueroa Street parking
When it comes to attracting new businesses and buzz, Figueroa Street in Highland Park has been upstaged by York Boulevard, where new shops and cafes seem to open every week.  What can be done to give Figueroa and other lagging Highland Park streets a boost?  How about angled street parking?  That was the idea proposed by City Council District 1 candidate Jose Gardea during a  forum held earlier this week at Franklin High.  

January 17, 2013
Brendan Monaghan: Pulling Portland's no-parking policies to the curb
To an extent, all urban planning involves some mechanisms and methods of controlling human behavior. Live here, don't develop there, keep those establishments out of these neighborhoods. So it is with Portland, 20 years into the experimental phase of how to change residents' habits. For many years -- and administrations -- the city was undeterred by the lack of success surrounding transit-oriented development. Now, it seems, the new City Council is changing its tune and considering turning off the subsidized spigot for developers of high-density, low-parking apartments. 

January 17, 2013
Hashing Out Parking in Georgetown, Burleith 
Depending on where you live Georgetown parking is either just fine the way it is, or it is the bane of your existence and a constant headache. It is this paradox that a working group and the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) is trying to sort out. At a public meeting Wednesday, Angelo Rao and Damon Harvey from DDOT along with several representative from the parking working group held break-out sessions to get to the bottom of parking concerns. The goal was to identify priorities and come up with proposed solutions.

January 16, 2013
A Case for Abolishing Parking Tickets
Anam Ardeshiri has himself been the victim of one of the great tragedies of urban parking. He’s parked his car – in this case in Baltimore – and then returned to it a mere two minutes after the meter expired, only to find a $32 ticket waiting for him. Legions of drivers can undoubtedly relate. But pity the meter maid who gives a parking ticket to a doctoral candidate in transportation and urban infrastructure studies. 

January 16, 2013
Meet Your State and Regional Associations
Allow me to introduce you to your State or Regional Associations. There are currently nineteen Parking and Transportation Associations representing professionals throughout the nation. Much like IPI, these associations’ mission is to advance the profession. In other words, the associations are bringing IPI home. One of the greater values an association provides is an annual conference. It is the hope that barriers to participating in these important learning and networking opportunities can be alleviated by bringing the event closer to the professional.

January 16, 2013
Parking fee hike proposed 
City officials laid the groundwork last night for increasing the fee and times that drivers pay to park downtown. The city’s paid parking consultant Jason Schreiber of Nelson/Nygaard said the five-month-old program has gotten off to a good start for the most part, but that revenue collections for the private company running the program are coming up short. He also said allowing free street parking in the morning and afternoon has prevented the program from opening as many prime parking spots near restaurants and other businesses as officials envisioned.

January 16, 2013
PdS will study downtown parking
If you’ve ever had trouble finding a parking spot in downtown Prairie du Sac, this year the village plans to find out the underlying cause of that problem. Prairie du Sac will spend $24,000 this year on a study to determine if there is sufficient parking in the downtown. The Madison-based consulting firm Strand Associates, Inc. will spend the spring and summer monitoring the available downtown parking, how often it’s used and the distance patrons have to walk, as well as doing an inventory of all existing parking, said Prairie du Sac Village Administrator Alan Wildman.

January 16, 2013
Tucson meters, garages may boost parking rates 
Tucsonans might be shelling out more to park at downtown meters and city-operated garages in the near future. Parkwise Director Donovan Durband told the City Council Tuesday afternoon that changes are necessary to balance the budget and upgrade Parkwise equipment. He wants some downtown meter rates to double from 50 cents to $1 an hour and extend the hours and days of meter operation. For garages, Durband said rates should be aligned with what other garages charge. As an example, Durband used the University of Arizona-owned garages. Those garages, he said, charge $2 the first hour and $1 to $2 for each additional hour.

January 16, 2013
Bloomington Council To Hear Plan On Downtown Parking Meters
The push to reinstall parking meters in downtown Bloomington begins in earnest Wednesday night. A proposal going before the city council would virtually eliminate free parking from the downtown retail district. The plan, which has the support of Mayor Mark Kruzan, would replace many of the 1200 free parking spaces downtown with metered ones. Kruzan says the move would help offset yearly losses the city currently incurs at its three ‘pay-to-park’ garages downtown. “We’re losing, a ballpark of $400,000 annually on those garages,” he says. 

January 16, 2013
City looks to address parking issues again
The city of Starkville is once again dealing with a parking problem. It's a dilemma the city has been tackling for almost four decades. Soon, police will start enforcing a two-hour time limit for parking on Main Street downtown. "The Downtown Merchants Association has asked us to try and reconsider that and try on a temporary basis to go back and start enforcement again," said Chief David Lindley, "which we plan to do shortly and see what impact that has on turnover of parking availability."

January 16, 2013
Parking bans mean $5 burritos in Portland
When city officials call a parking ban in Portland, it’s good news for burrito lovers. York Street Mexican restaurant El Rayo Taqueria greets every potentially business-dulling parking ban with a $5 burrito deal, cutting about 50 percent off the average price of its signature orders. On Wednesday, the city called its third parking ban of the season, barring on-street parking citywide overnight to allow plow trucks the space to clear snow after the storm. 

January 16, 2013
New York City Parking Signs Take a Cue From Twitter
Parallel parking is no easy feat, let alone doing it in New York City. Anyone who's tried to park in Manhattan can attest to the impossibly narrow lanes and no-nonsense pedestrians. Design firm Pentagram is trying to make the ordeal a little less stressful by creating clearer parking signs. Taking a cue from Twitter, the 6,300 new signs give drivers information in no more than 140 characters. Since every second counts in a New York minute, the makeover is intended to clarify on-street parking regulations by making signs easier to understand. 

January 15, 2013
Parking Lessons from Football Champions
I feel like you all are getting to know me a little better through this blog. This week’s tidbit is that I am a very proud alumnus of the University of Alabama–very proud of my education and the wonderful strides the university has taken to establish itself as a premier educational institution. But–you guessed it–today I am proudest of the latest notch in the belt that is the Alabama football dynasty. They won their third national title in four years a few weeks back, and their 15th of all time. And while that last number might be debated, what’s not debatable is their place in football history.


January 15, 2013
Council eases limit on parking: Measure revised before vote, but issues remain
City councilors adopted a resolution Monday, suspending enforcement of a law that prohibits some property owners from parking or displaying vehicles on unpaved surfaces — and raising a different set of concerns. The move came in the wake of renewed criticism by a city councilor who said he believes the zoning code was being misapplied. The ordinance, Ward III Councilor Randy Howard said, was intended to keep people from parking on lawns in residential areas.

January 15, 2013
People line up for permits as parking system starts
People lined up inside Albany's City Hall Tuesday morning to get parking permits for the new system that launched downtown. The permits have been available for weeks, but City Hall was still filled with people as the system started at 8 a.m. Residents will be able to get parking permits as part of a system that city officials hope will keep state workers and out-of-towners from clogging downtown parking spaces.  The city's permit parking system, which has been in the works for years and seen its rollout delayed multiple times, will take effect Tuesday morning as planned.

January 15, 2013
Paid parking's financial report due tonight 
Depending on who you ask, the city’s new paid parking program has either solved downtown’s parking woes or chased away business. Tonight, city councilors will ask Haverhill’s parking experts. Public Works Director Michael Stankovich, who is the city’s point man on paid parking, is scheduled to give a report on the program, which began Aug. 1.

January 15, 2013
City Commission approves parking fine increases
Parking fines in Helena are increasing after 20 years. The City Commission gave its final approval on Monday night to the plan that increases the previous $5 fine to $10. The $20 fine will rise slightly and will be $25. Dave Hewitt, the Helena Parking Commission’s director, told the commissioners that the Parking Commission wanted the increase to achieve a couple of goals. Parking commissioners have said employees of downtown businesses use the on-street parking instead of parking in the city’s parking lots and garages.

January 15, 2013
City Makes Case for Extending Parking Meter Hours
With its proposed increase in parking meter hours tabled by the City Council because of major opposition from residents and businesses, City Hall has begun an effort to educate residents as to the advantages of its plan.
The Parking Division has posted the argument for extending parking meter hours on the city’s official website along with a map showing where the proposed extensions would be applied. After 6 p.m., when drivers aren’t required to use parking meters except on Sunset Boulevard, “… the most visible and convenient spaces fill up and slow parking turnover to a crawl,” says the statement posted by the parking division. 

January 15, 2013
Proposed parking meters can take credit, debit card payments
People parking in downtown Las Vegas could whip out a credit or debit card instead of fumbling for coins if the City Council approves a meter system. On Tuesday, parking manager Brandy Stanley announced a proposed new system to replace about 1,200 coin-operated meters with 233 multi space, computerized meters that accept cards and coins. Stanley, who in June 2011 became the city's first "parking czar," said the idea is to make parking more convenient , although some say the multispace meters she wants to install will be more confusing than the single-space variety, which can be updated to accept cards.




January 15, 2013
Fort Collins City Council approves downtown parking plan
Visitors to Downtown Fort Collins have been around the block a time or two – sometimes more – looking for a vacant parking space. Mindful of the parking strain in downtown and surrounding neighborhoods, city council adopted a plan to mitigate it on Tuesday. Key components include a pilot program that will let drivers pay by phone for extended parking and issuance of parking permits to residents of high-traffic neighborhoods.

January 14, 2013
Outrage as CBD on-street parking charges take effect
A prominent Brisbane hospitality figure is outraged by changes to on-street parking in the city that come into effect Monday.  Restaurant II owner David Pugh said the policy, which adds metered hours bays across the town centre and removes capped all-day CBD parking, had been introduced without due public consultation. Mr Pugh had met with lord mayor Graham Quirk and deputy mayor Adrian Schrinner last month to attempt to shelve the scheme which is expected to generate council $860,000 worth of revenue annually.

January 14, 2013
Rules of the Road: What are the rules for disabled parking pemits?
Question: Are there any policies in place to audit disabled parking sticker holders? I've heard that once your doctor awards you one, the annual renewal is mailed to you for your signature and renewal. I know people who got a sticker a couple of years ago for an ailment that has since healed, yet they continue to use the sticker and park in handicapped spaces. Also, can another person not disabled use it? Answer: RCW 46.19.010 covers obtaining disabled parking permits, which come in a six-month version and permanents ones. Here are some of the details about who can get the placards and how. 

January 14, 2013
Two Steps Forward, One Step Back for Easton Parking
Easton’s taken some important steps toward pricing parking at market rates over the past year. Electronic meters will make paying for parking more convenient, the longer meter hours will help manage parking demand during peak times, and lower garage rates will improve sorting between garage and curb parking based on how long people plan to stay. Since the meters Easton is getting are the same meters used by SF Park, the city might eventually be able to offer lower curb meter prices during off-peak hours.

January 14, 2013
Parking, by the numbers
On Tuesday, the city of Albany's residential permit parking system goes into effect in some neighborhoods within three-quarters of a mile of Empire State Plaza between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. weekdays. Here's what you as a resident or commuter need to know: 1 The number of months in the grace period, in which violators will be issued warnings, not fines. 2 The number of hours that anyone can park, in any space, in a permit area without needing a permit, unless otherwise marked.

January 14, 2013
NJ Law Cracks Down On Disabled Parking Permit Abusers
A bill to prevent the misuse of disability identification cards and placards has been signed into law today by New Jersey Governor Chris Christie. The measure is co-sponsored in the Assembly by Troy Singleton, John Burzichelli and Reed Gisciora. Under previous law, handicapped placards issued to individuals with a disability do not have an expiration date. This led to situations in which individuals who received a tag while temporarily disabled continued to use the tag, and the privileges it confers, even after it is no longer needed. 

January 14, 2013
2 Staten Islanders are suing 'Parking Wars' 
Most people will do anything to get on TV, but two Clifton women are suing the Arts & Entertainment Television Networks to get off it.  Regina D. Dale and Danielle Bermudes contend a recent episode of the network's long-running "Parking Wars" show, which chronicles the confrontations between tow-truck drivers and the owners of cars they're towing, was shot without their permission and makes them look bad. 

January 14, 2013
Car2Go: Pay per mile, park without paying
Rent a car? Park - but don't pay. That's the perk behind Car2Go, a new company that launched in Seattle in December. Drivers use smart phones to locate one of 330 Smart Cars throughout the city, then use a custom access card with an RFID chip to get into the vehicle. Drivers rent the cars on a per-minute basis. One of the biggest selling points, though, is that drivers can pick up a car and leave it at almost any place in the city without having to feed the meter, including the $4-per-hour street parking spots. "It's a real incentive for people to car share," said spokeswoman Katie Stafford.  

January 14, 2013
City: No plans now to charge for downtown parking in Las Cruces
Councilor Miguel Silva hinted Monday that city officials might consider establishing a fee to park in downtown Las Cruces. But Mayor Ken Miyagishima said not so fast. Silva's comment came Monday during a Tax Increment Development District board meeting at City Hall. The seven-member council serves as the TIDD board that oversees how special taxing for the TIDD, which includes downtown Las Cruces, is used. Paid parking downtown isn't a novel concept. 

January 14, 2013
Ferndale OKs New Parking Rates, Enforcement Times 
Ferndale City Council approved new parking rates and enforcement times Monday night during their regular meeting. The new rate will be $1 per hour for on-street parking, 75 cents an hour in most lots, 50 cents an hour in one discounted lot, and $1 per hour in all lots after 7 p.m. on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays. Enforcement times will change to 9 a.m. until 11 p.m. Monday through Saturday (currently 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.).

January 14, 2013
Lima studies handicapped parking issue in downtown 
Some motorists may soon be able to park in metered spaces downtown without having to pay.
Members of City Council’s Safety Services Committee on Monday voted to have the city Law Department craft changes to the parking code to allow motorists with handicapped placards or license plates to park for free at metered spaces. “I had a resident call me and they had visited other cities in the state, recently in Columbus, and if you display in downtown Columbus your handicapped sticker at a meter parking area you don’t have to pay the meter. 

January 14, 2013
D.C. residents angered over parking situation near Silver Spring
A new controversy centers around a parking problem for people living on the border of Montgomery County and in the District. Residents of D.C. claim people in Montgomery County are parking in their neighborhoods and then walking home.  “They park on our streets,” says District resident Doug Lawrence. People in the Shepherd Park community of D.C. can look at Silver Spring and other things which they say belong in Montgomery County.
“Usually I see a lot of Maryland tags,” says Gary Goins, who also lives in the District.

January 14, 2013
The sharing economy? Corporations want a piece
I have officially shed the house and two car lifestyle. These days I make my home in Belltown. Metro, cabs and lifts from friends have helped to fill the motorized transportation holes in my new life, together with a scooter I bought for short rides. And now there's another way for me to get around: short-term, one-way car rentals from Car2Go, a company profiled in Crosscut last month. An app shows you where the nearest cars are parked. Click to reserve, use a membership card to unlock the car, and away you go. 


January 13, 2013
Manila launches on-street parking system
To simplify the traffic management in the city, Manila Mayor Alfredo S. Lim recently launched the on-street parking project.  The on-street metered parking is a pioneer project the Manila Parking Management. The first set of the metered parking devices are located along Ongpin and Escolta in Chinatown. “The on-street parking has a parking meter to serve the interest of motorists,” Lim said. He also said that parking meter fees, like in the United States, Europe, and Canada, are cheaper compared to fees in private parking spaces.

January 13, 2013
Officials: No easy fix to parking problems
Oxford businesspeople say the new downtown parking enforcement is solving some problems but may be creating some others.  The folks behind the still-young parking management effort are asking them to give the process some time. After years of nominal fines and disregard of Saturday enforcement, Oxford is using Standard Parking to enforce a two-hour limit on streetside parking six days a week between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.

January 13, 2013
West Chester reviews permit parking
Limited space and countless blocks of cars lined bumper to bumper are forcing borough officials to evaluate the municipalities current residential parking permit program.  Under the current program, residents able to prove ownership and two proofs of residency are entitled to as many passes equivalent to the number of vehicles owned. “If you are in a permit area, you can get permits,” said Borough Manager Ernie McNeely. 

January 13, 2013
Questions arise about handicap parking
A Hagerstown resident recently submitted a question about parking options for physically disabled motorists in the City of Hagerstown, specifically asking where those with plates or placards showing they need handicap accessibility may park free of charge. “Recently, we were able to park at any meter (for free) in Hagerstown if you had a placard and there were no handicap spaces available,” John Staley said in an email to The Herald-Mail. “Several of my friends have displayed their placard when parked at a regular meter and they have received violations resulting in fines.

January 13, 2013
D.C. nails another CFO employee for fraudulent parking
The District's internal watchdog has found that a second employee of the city's chief financial officer improperly used a disability placard to avoid paying for parking, a confidential report obtained by The Washington Examiner shows. The report did not name the employee, but officials familiar with the long-running investigation said he works in the criminal investigation unit of the city's troubled tax office. According to District Inspector General Charles Willoughby, the employee used a Maryland disabled parking placard issued to his mother-in-law. 

January 13, 2013
Drivers with disabilities get help finding parking spots at Oregon State University
Parking at Oregon State University just got easier for drivers with disabilities and smartphones.   The Corvallis Gazette-Times says people who have permits to park in spaces reserved for those with disabilities can use their smartphones  to locate open spots.  Sensors were recently imbedded in the pavement of 75 spaces around 30 buildings at the center of campus.  

January 12, 2013
Clifton Expanded Parking Zone: who objected in our name? 
We are strongly in favour of the Clifton Expanded Parking Zone, not for the number of spaces it provides, but because it would set back any attempts to improve permeability for and parking of bicycles, that scourge of the city. We were therefore horrified to discover that someone -and we have no idea who- appears to have sent an objection to the council in in our name. To make things worse -they have used our photograph collection to criticise the parking behaviour of clifton residents!

January 12, 2013
Union Bridge to review parking meter policies at request of businesses 
Some business owners have asked the mayor and Union Bridge Town Council to review some parking issues in town in the hopes of making their businesses more accessible to customers. Tom Menchey, of Union Bridge Liquors, attended the council’s December meeting and brought up the issue of parking. One of the main problems is that residents are parking in the metered spaces in town, tying up the prime parking spots on Main Street and Broadway instead of using the backstreet parking spaces or lots that are 

January 12, 2013
Sensors simplify OSU parking for drivers with disabilities
Students, staff and visitors who drive to Oregon State University long have complained about its scarce parking.
But now it’s easier for people with disabilities, who have permits to park in ADA-accessible spaces, to locate open spots using their smartphones. Over winter break, sensors were imbedded in the pavement of 75 ADA-accessible spaces around 30 buildings at the center of campus. A free app called Parker enables anyone with a smartphone to see where such spaces are available. At the cost of $300 a sensor, it was paid for by Disability Access Services.

January 12, 2013
Handicap Illegal Parking Enforcement Team Back
Next time you think about parking in a handicap spot illegally think again. A team has now gathered to start finding violators. It's been over a year since the city had an actual handicap parking enforcement team.  Saturday,  a police officer gave a 4 hour instruction class to the Corpus Christi Citizens Police Academy Alumni. This group of volunteers is trying to get up to Parr with the new state guidelines. They tell 3 News illegal handicap parking has been a growing problem everywhere and volunteers are stepping up to try and hopefully stop the problem.   

January 12, 2013
Car2Go comes to Seattle
A car-sharing venture called Car2Go has arrived in Seattle, deploying 330 miniature, blue-and-white Smart Cars. Members can unlock any car along the street, drive across town from Greenwood to the Central Area, for instance, then drop it off curbside, until another user comes along. "Experience spontaneity on wheels," the website says. The initial territory stretches from North 130th Street to South Lander Street, but CEO Nicholas Cole said last week the area is likely to expand. Seattle City Council members have asked for Car2Go access farther south, or at least near light-rail stations in Rainier Valley.

January 11, 2013
Parking Leaders Kickstart the New Year
The New Year’s resolution: the highlight of the holiday season or the bane of one’s existence. It can go either way. Anyone can make a resolution that says we’re going to drop 10 pounds or spend less time on the smartphone or read a book a week or do more yardwork, and lots of us swear that starting January 1, we’re going to work harder, treat our bodies better, and emerge 12 months later better and more successful in some way. The real question, of course, is how you get from point A to point B. How do you lose that weight? 

January 11, 2013
Full-time Broad St BAT Lane In The Works
The Seattle Department of Transportation is moving forward with the previously-mentioned rechannelization of two blocks of Broad Street in Belltown, between 1st and 3rd Avenues. The result of this restriping will be to take away one general travel lane in each direction, along with 24 parking spaces, and create a westbound 24/7 BAT/bike lane, an eastbound bike lane, and a left-turn pocket for westbound cars turning onto 2nd Ave. Since the September restructure, every bus which goes to or through Queen Anne or Interbay has used this two-block stretch of Broad, adding up to 8,000 riders per day, according to this pamphlet from SDOT.



January 11, 2013
More Credit Card Parking Meters Coming to Hermosa 
Hermosans may soon need a little less jingle in their pockets as the Hermosa Beach City Council Tuesday unanimously approved the addition of 150 credit card parking meters to Pier Avenue. The new parking meters will replace existing coin operated meters that currently operate at single parking spaces along Pier Avenue. The new meters will also be added to nine motorcycle spaces and two former loading spaces in front of Club 705 that do not currently have meters.

January 11, 2013
Paid parking returns to downtown Summit on Monday
Take advantage of free parking on Saturday in downtown Summit. Effective Monday, Jan. 14, paid parking returns to the downtown. While the decision to begin paid parking was made in May, it's taken a while for the work to be finished. That and Hurricane Sandy led to the city to decide to let holiday shoppers enjoy free parking during the holidays.

January 11, 2013
Will Massachusetts Tax Parking Lots to Fund Transit? 
Here’s a transportation funding idea that aligns incentives nicely: taxing parking lots to pay for transit. That’s what one former high-ranking state official is proposing for Massachusetts, ahead of a big announcement by the state Department of Transportation. Earlier this week Governing Magazine looked at the parking lot tax plan, part of a series of policy recommendations laid out by former Massachusetts Department of Transportation Secretary James Aloisi.

January 11, 2013
Freeport aims to improve parking for small businesses, shoppers alike
In a town where shopping is king, being able to find a parking space is like holding the keys to the kingdom.
But the current retail environment here isn’t as robust as it was more than 20 years ago, when Freeport’s parking ordinance last was overhauled. As a result, municipal planning officials say small businesses are bearing an undue burden. Town Planner Donna Larson said there is adequate parking in the village retail area to support current economic activity. “There is no shortage of parking in the village right now,” Larson said.

January 11, 2013
Parku Looks To Make Parking Spot Rentals Mobile-Friendly In Europe
Now that Airbnb and Uber have dramatically changed the markets for providing rides and temporary space, it’s natural that we’re seeing variants of their models being applied in other spaces. Parking seems like a natural place, since there is plenty of unused inventory in urban cities. There have been a few attempts at the space in the U.S. through companies like Parking Panda. A Swiss startup called Parku is also attacking the concept. Because their local market is so expensive and supply-constrained, they believe they have a good chance at making this idea work.

January 11, 2013
Interview with Car2Go CEO Nick Cole
Yesterday afternoon, I had a chance to sit down with Car2Go CEO Nick Cole, to discuss how Car2Go works with city transit systems, how Car2Go can help make cities better places, and to answer some of the many questions suggested by STB readers. I tried to distill the many questions you asked down to a reasonable number which I hope, nevertheless, was sufficient to cover most of the bases. If there’s something you really think I should have asked, say so in the comments and I’ll consider following up with the Car2Go folks via email. 

January 11, 2013
Councilmember Rasmussen to propose legislation for school teacher parking
Seattle City Councilmember Tom Rasmussen will propose new legislation giving the director of SDOT the authority to issue parking permits to school staff. This morning’s post about on-going frustration over the increasing distances Montlake Elementary teachers have to go to find all day parking outside Montlake’s Restricted Parking Zone sparked action — and promise of a council vote before next fall.

January 10, 2013
Council pockets £875k in car parking charges
EAST Staffordshire Borough Council raked in £875,000 in parking fees last year, it has been revealed. The sum was the net revenue made by the council from on street and off street car parking during 2011/12, with the majority coming from car parks across the borough. The figures were released by the Institute of Advanced Motorists, who blasted the amount of money being made by local authorities from parking revenue. But the council defended the amount of money it earned in parking fees, confirming that the amount had dropped by more than £100,000 on the previous year.

January 10, 2013
Tax Parking to Fund Public Transit?
In Massachusetts, transportation funding is one of the key issues to be addressed by the state legislature this year. James Aloisi, former Transportation Secretary, offers an inventive way to fund Transit Improvement Districts. The primary source of transportation funding in Massachusetts is a 19-cent gas tax that has been unchanged since 1993. Governor Patrick Deval Patrick attempted to increase that tax in 2009, but the legislature opted to use increased sales tax revenue to fund transit and roads when those attempts failed.

January 10, 2013
Legal Double Parking in School Zones — What Is Joel Rivera Thinking? 
City Council Member Joel Rivera is taking some heat for a bill that would, in his words, “allow parents to double park when picking up their kids from school [and] not receive a parking ticket.” It’s the latest answer to a question no one asked from a council whose raison d’être seems to be absolving city motorists of as many responsibilities as possible. 

January 10, 2013
Parking startup Streetline zooms off with $25M in its engine
Streetline has raised $25 million in financing for its smart-parking service. Streetline’s system combines mobile technology with the “Internet of things” to streamline the process of finding a parking spot. It works with cities, garages, airports, universities, and other private parking providers to place ultralow power wireless sensors in parking spaces. This creates a system, updated in real time, of available places to park. This data is connected to the mobile apps, which drivers can use to navigate to an open spot. Streetline is in 30 locations in the U.S. and Europe and contains garage data for over 23,000 locations.

January 10, 2013
Stiffer fines for alternate side parking violations
The La Crosse Common Council on Thursday approved: - Tripling the fines for tickets and giving police the option of towing vehicles whose owners fail to follow alternate side parking rules during a designated 48-hour “snow dispersal period.” Only council member Richard Becker voted no. - Paying $11,232.65 in back taxes on the 1877-built former North Side Masonic Temple, 802 Rose St., to prevent La Crosse County from foreclosing. The move should preserve city liens on the property for about $223,000 in work done in 2010 on the then-condemned building. 

January 10, 2013
Portland will consider restrictions on no-parking apartment buildings
Portland planning officials will draft some short-term measures to curb the growth in apartment developments in the city built without off-street parking. The Portland City Council, after hearing a Planning Bureau report on the parking issues and testimony from upset residents who live near such developments, asked for possible interim fixes like a small minimum car-parking requirement for larger new apartment buildings. 

