Parking Stories From Other Jurisdictions: February 27 – March 2, 2012 


March 2, 2012
Parking spy-tech for Cape
All eyes are on errant motorists in the Cape Town CBD. Hi-tech parking monitors being installed across the central city will alert traffic police to drivers who have overstayed in their bays, and there are plans for the road-mounted sensors to raise the alarm when motorists park in loading zones and disabled bays. The City of Cape Town’s kerbside parking operator for the CBD, Street Parking Solutions (SPS), has been testing parking bay sensor mats on a section of Long Street since November 2010, and began installing permanent sensors, which are embedded in the tarmac. 

March 2, 2012
S. Lake Tahoe keeps parking free at city beaches 
Anti-parking meter advocates have won. At least for now. “I don’t think parking is off the table, but it is off the table for the moment,” South Lake Tahoe Mayor Claire Fortier told Lake Tahoe News.  The City Council was expected to vote on the issue March 6. Now it won’t be on the agenda. “Why bother have it go to a vote if there is no real resonance with the council and the community?” Fortier asked.

March 2, 2012
Smart new parking system on the cards
All drivers in Bromsgrove could soon be given the chance to use a new smart card system in town car parks as part of changes being mooted by the district council. The scheme, which would see motorists get a free hour’s stay, will be discussed by a cross-party task group that has been specially set up to debate a variety of parking issues.  Other items which will be on the agenda, include parking charges and the controversial fees currently levied at disabled blue badge holders.

March 2, 2012
Parkhurst simmering as pay parking is ignored
Ward councillor Tim Truluck walked up and down 4th Avenue in Parkhurst, Joburg, like Sherlock Holmes in a green golf shirt, trying to solve the area’s latest mystery.  He went into a few shops, greeting the owners by name and discussing the incidents of the day with them. He compared the stories, trying to narrow down the truth.  There were rumours of a fight between a restaurant owner and a parking attendant. 

March 2, 2012
Viewpoints: Privatize parking, but not for the Kings
Sacramento's burning desire to keep the Kings in town has the city considering privatizing its parking meters and garages. By itself, the plan to bring the private sector in to modernize and operate the city's parking assets would be a good one. But taking the proceeds from a privatization deal to help build an arena and subsidize an NBA team is not.

March 1, 2012
Parking meters bring new order to Mexico City streets
Americans may take this simple street technology for granted, but electronic parking meters – a novelty in Mexico – are imposing a new order on chaotic Mexico City. So far this year, the city has installed 350 parking meters on busy avenues of the posh Polanco neighborhood, which suffers severe traffic congestion at nearly all hours of the day. Hundreds more are coming to other neighborhoods this year. The parking meter program is unique in the country.




March 1, 2012
Parking Wars – West Side Story 
This story is the second in a multi-part series on Norristown's new parking regulations and procedures and how residents are coping with the change. A quick drive up West Marshall Street these days shows a very different scene than one just a few short months ago. The busy commercial district, often celebrated by council members as an example of better economic times returning to Norristown, was once lined with cars on either side of the street. 

March 1, 2012
Parking meter rates go up in Myrtle Beach
It now costs 25 cents more an hour to park at metered spaces in Myrtle Beach. The cost is now between $1 and $1.50 per hour. City spokesman Mark Kruea says this is the first time the rates went up since the meters were put in place in 2004.

March 1, 2012
Parking the wrong way
The Calgary Stampede and Calgary Zoo shouldn't keep the meter running for long before rejecting the ParkPlus system. The notion of installing the much-maligned technology should be left at the curb as quickly as possible.
The system, which many users have faulted for its hardto-read screens, may be a sell downtown, where the absence of parking lines allows more cars to be accommodated along the streets. The ability to register using a cellphone is also a plus, particularly for those who can't always anticipate when a meeting or function will end.

March 1, 2012
Handicapped Parking Violators May See Crackdown 
Sheriff Bob Gualtieri told a small group of disabled residents last week that he’s building a program that would authorize qualified citizens to issue tickets to drivers who illegally park in designated handicapped spaces. “I personally think it’s pretty appalling that people park in these spaces who don’t need them,” Gualtieri said to a group of eight people, some with limited vision and mobility, at a recent American with Disabilities Act Advisory Committee meeting at Hale Senior Activity Center in Dunedin.

March 1, 2012
Bumpy road for parking plan
Checkpoints, strict parking passes and restricted access to campus may be part of the new Investors Group Field transportation plan rolled out at two open houses on Wednesday. Neighbourhood residents and University of Manitoba staff and students raised concerns about the proposed stadium parking plan, such as that it breaches the faculty's collective agreement.

March 1, 2012
DeMorning Links: Happy parking bondage day
The Department of Public Works Thursday restarts residential street sweeping for the year — meaning, dear reader, that you must once again mind the weekly parking restrictions that exist on many city blocks. Enforcement, however, doesn’t begin until March 12. A reminder from DPW: Some routes have changed since last year, so read those signs carefully.

February 29, 2012
Two parking giants joining forces 
Chicago-based Standard Parking Corp. will nearly double its size and eliminate a leading competitor with its $138 million purchase of Central Parking Corp. The sale, announced Wednesday, will combine two large operators of parking garages in downtown Chicago. It suggests the potential for rate increases hitting consumers still adjusting to the city’s hike in parking taxes that took effect Jan. 1. Standard Parking said it has 225 locations in Chicago, including O’Hare Airport. Central Parking’s website lists more than 100 locations in Chicago.


February 29, 2012
Lawmaker Pushes For Free Parking At Any Broken Meter In California
They say nothing’s for free in this world — even leaving your vehicle at a busted parking meter. KNX 1070′s Claudia Peschiutta reports many drivers in the Southland wrongly presume that if it’s out of order, they don’t have to worry about putting change in the slot. Now one California state lawmaker wants to clarify with the rules with a proposed bill that would allow motorists to park for free at any broken parking meter statewide. “The idea is sort of truth-in-advertising,” said state Sen. Mark DeSaulnier (D-Concord).

February 29, 2012
DC begins enforcing red parking meters for cars displaying disabled cards or license plates
Parking officers in the District of Columbia will soon begin enforcing meters designated for drivers with disabilities.
Beginning Thursday, the red-top meters will be reserved only for drivers who display disability cards or licenses on their cars. Those drivers can pay for the meters twice as long as the allotted time, as long as they pay for the time.

February 29, 2012
Council Continues Parking Meter Discussion 
The Long Branch Council had many of its parking meter questions answered, as the city prepares to draft an ordinance to add paid parking throughout the city. Parking consultant Gerald Giosa provided more details of the parking plan to the council during its meeting Tuesday night. Giosa said the plan was actually created seven years ago, was tabled, and has now been "updated based on current conditions."

February 29, 2012
Standard Parking Buys Central Parking for $135M in Cash, Stock
Parking spaces, that magic emptiness that’s impossible to find in desperate times, are getting consolidated. Standard Parking is buying Central Parking in a deal to both standardize and centralize some 2.2 million parking spots in the country. The companies expect to cut some $20 million in costs, including jobs. Standard Parking, which is publicly traded, will pay $27 million in cash and issue 6.1 million shares in a deal valued at $135 million at Tuesday’s closing price. Standard Parking will also assume $210 million in debt from Central Parking.

February 29, 2012
Standard Parking to acquire Nashville's Central Parking: Chicago-based Standard will double in size
Standard Parking Corp. announced Wednesday it had signed a definitive agreement to acquire Nashville-based Central Parking Corp., a transaction that will double the size of the Chicago-based company. Under terms of the transaction, Standard will pay Central Parking's shareholders $27 million in cash as well as issue 6.16 million shares of stock and assume $210 million of the company's debt.  Central Parking also will get  three seats on an expanded Standard board.

February 28, 2012
NYC Parking Requirements Make More Traffic, New Research Confirms 
Evidence continues to mount that New York City’s mandatory parking minimums encourage people to drive. New research from University of Pennsylvania planning professor Rachel Weinberger, set to be published in an upcoming issue of the journal Transport Policy, shows once again that providing guaranteed off-street parking spaces makes New Yorkers more likely to drive to work. By mandating the construction of parking with new development, the city is encouraging more cars to drive on the city’s already clogged roads.

February 28, 2012
Shreveport City Council approves yard parking fine increase
A $15 ticket for parking in yards will now cost violators at least $100 as the Shreveport City Council approved an amendment to the parking law Tuesday. The current law is not specific to yard parking. Officers issue violators the same ticket for illegal parking anywhere else in the city. The new law goes into effect June 1. A first time offense nets a $100 fine. Subsequent offenses are $300 and $525.


February 28, 2012
PPA Says Higher Parking Rates Help Philadelphia Schools
Last year’s hike in parking meter rates in Center City may have irritated drivers — but officials at the Parking Authority say some of the extra cash is heading to the struggling School District. The Parking Authority Board on Monday approved a new budget for its fiscal year that begins April 1st.

February 28, 2012
Trade down 20 per cent in Enfield Town after 'political suicide' Sunday parking charges
Businesses in Enfield Town have called for the council to scrap Sunday parking charges after a 20 per cent drop in trade.  Traders spoken to by the Enfield Independent said the charges introduced by Enfield Council last month – which are the same as weekday prices except for a special £1 rate for two hours parking – were causing shoppers to flock to out-of-town centres where they could park for free. 

February 28, 2012
Parking study to guide Latrobe's decision-making
Latrobe officials said on Monday a study of the city's parking garage, surface lots, meters and enforcement procedures should give them guidance in deciding the best options for handling parking, including how motorists should pay for parking at its garage and lots. Timothy Haahs & Associates Inc. of Blue Bell, an engineering and architectural firm specializing in parking projects, should complete its parking operations study by the time the Latrobe Parking Authority meets on March 27, City Manager Alexander Graziani told council during an agenda meeting.

February 28, 2012
Push For Overnight Parking Continues With Facebook Page, Petition and Protest 
The campaign to end the ban on overnight on-street parking, launched by White Plains resident Colleen Kirk, is continuing with a new Facebook page, petition and protest. Kirk was tired of being ticketed when she or her guests parked overnight on the street in front of her apartment—so she started the “White Plains Residents for Overnight Parking” Facebook page last year. 

February 28, 2012
Toe the parking line - or get towed: Ban remains in effect as 566 tickets issued, 54 vehicles hauled
The city's second parking ban to speed snow removal resulted in a flurry of tickets and cars towed Monday.
By 3 p.m., police handed out 566 tickets and yanked 54 vehicles from roads designated as bus routes. The first time the new seasonal parking ban was enacted in November, 1,278 tickets were issued and seven cars were removed. Forty-three other vehicles were designated for towing, but their owners escaped with them before they could be snagged.

February 28, 2012
'Yes' to council budget, 'no' to free car parking plan
Conservative councillors have thrown out Liberal Democrat plans for free one hour car parking across the county at a debate on Wiltshire Council's budget in Trowbridge on Tuesday.  Councillors went head-to-head on the issue which has dogged the council's agenda for months. Twenty three councillors said yes to the plans, but nine abstained and 54 said no. 

February 27, 2012
City council discusses downtown parking, airport pavement
The focus of Monday's city council work session could be summed up in one letter — P — and two words: parking and pavement.  Parking issues for downtown Las Cruces were talked about at length, as there was consensus from the council to reorganize an ad-hoc downtown parking advisory committee that will try to provide additional insight into an updated downtown parking study that will soon be conducted by Walker Parking Consulting Engineers, a company that has numerous offices throughout the U.S.


February 27, 2012
Idaho rep’s parking meter bill came after son’s car towed
Idaho’s House transportation chairman, who successfully pushed a bill through the House last week to shut off parking meters around the state Capitol during legislative sessions, didn’t disclose that his 24-year-old son has gotten numerous parking tickets in the area and had his car towed on the first day of this year’s legislative session.
Instead, Rep. Joe Palmer, R-Meridian, told the House, “The reason I’m bringing this bill is because I had a constituent come to me.”

February 27, 2012
Bill May End Free Metered Parking For Disabled: Only Few Exceptions Will Still Be Allowed To Park Free
Well, it’s a start. Illinois State Rep. Karen May (D-Highland Park) has introduced legislation to take away the free parking meter privileges for all but a minority of drivers with handicap license plates or disabled parking placards according to report in the Chicago Sun-Times. The Illinois Secretary of State will issue a special free parking sticker to disabled drivers only after qualifying in at least one of four very strict and specific ways through doctor’s verification according to the proposed legislation.

February 27, 2012
Cincinnati Neighborhood Group: Bring on the Market-Rate Parking 
Across the country, everyone’s looking to San Francisco when it comes to parking policy. Big cities like Los Angeles and New York City are moving toward their own versions of the pioneering SF Park system, which sets meter rates based on the actual demand for parking spaces. It’s not just big city governments that see San Francisco as a model. The latest group to look to SF Park for inspiration is Cincinnati’s CUF Neighborhood Association, which represents the uptown Cincy neighborhoods of Clifton Heights, University Heights and Fairview. 

February 27, 2012
Bill aims to end free disability-parking abuses 
Legislation crafted to stop able-bodied drivers from illegally using disabled-parking placards or license plates to park for free in metered parking spots has been introduced in Springfield. The proposal by state Rep. Karen May (D-Highland Park), which comes in response to a Chicago Sun-Times “Watchdogs” investigation, would end free parking for all but a handful of the 700,000 people statewide who have disabled-parking placards and license plates that entitle them to the free-parking benefit.

