Parking Stories: August 2 – 9, 2012 


August 9, 2012
In Philadelphia, a Porch for an Entire City
If you care about green cities, you have to like a lot of what’s happening in Philadelphia lately, from land use planning to watershed management to the greening of vacant and blighted lots and, now, the opening of a lively new public space that makes the city a better place to live, work and visit. In particular, last week I learned about The Porch at 30th Street Station, a very promising new plaza just outside the city’s iconic train station. The creation of University City District, an organization dedicated to revitalization and community improvement, The Porch opened last fall and has been hopping all summer with activity. It is at once ambitious and low-key.

August 9, 2012
Street Fight: Food Trucks vs. Restaurants 
A street fight is brewing between gourmet food-truck vendors and restaurants—not over the grub, but how it's sold. Under pressure to protect bricks-and-mortar restaurants from increased competition, several big cities are starting to apply the brakes on a rising tide of food-truck vendors with fully loaded kitchens. Boston, Chicago, St. Louis and Seattle are among the cities enacting laws that restrict where food trucks can serve customers in proximity to their rivals and for how long. Some food-truck operators argue that they shouldn't be punished for offering an innovative service, especially since many cities already allow restaurants to open up alongside one another. 

August 9, 2012
New parking kiosks get mixed reviews
Cars streamed in and out of the municipal lot in front of the Gloucester House Wednesday afternoon, leaving at most about seven spots open at a time. A driver pulling in braked, then twisted her head around and tipped down her sunglasses to check out a newly-installed multi-spot, grey block of a meter, stamped with a blue square and a “P” for parking. 

August 9, 2012
Card-reading parking meters endanger specie
Specie — now there's a word hardly ever seen or heard any more. And, no, we didn't misspell "species." We really meant "specie," the old-fashioned word for coin money, an increasingly old-fashioned way of paying for stuff.
Specie is about to become more old-fashioned in downtown Corpus Christi, thanks to the arrival of 300 new credit and debit card-reading parking meters. The meters, which also accept specie, solve a modern problem.

August 9, 2012
Dover Council gives green light to parking devices
The City Council has authorized the use of in-vehicle parking meters by motorists in the Garrison City as an alternative to purchasing parking from a meter. Councilors agreed that offering such a device to both residents of and visitors to Dover will serve as a convenient method of paying for parking downtown. After more than a year of discussion, the city's Parking Commission chose to establish a contract between the city of Dover and a company by the name of OTI America to offer drivers an in-vehicle metering transponder known as EasyPark.

August 8, 2012
Detailed Parking Tickets Breach Personal Privacy, Appeals Court Says
A federal appeals court is reinstating a class-action privacy suit, ruling that police departments who put too much private data on parking citations are violating U.S. privacy law. The 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals decided against the police department of Palatine Village, a Chicago suburb. When issuing electronically produced parking citations, the department lists the vehicle owner’s name, address, driver’s license number, date of birth, sex, height and weight. 

August 8, 2012
Have you been ICEd? Gas guzzlers park in electric car-charging spots
If you drive an electric car, it's nice to know that if you're making a trip to the mall or a regular spot that you can charge up your car while you're running errands. Well, it's nice until you get there to find that some ignorant soul has parked their gas-guzzler in the space, preventing you from charging. Unfortunately, it's a trend noticed all too frequently by Santa Monica-based reader Kelly Olsen, who shot the video below to demonstrate just how many spaces are being hogged, in a trend he dubs "ICEing"-- in other words, being displaced by vehicles with Internal Combustion Engines.

August 8, 2012
New website aims to relieve parking peeves in San Francisco during big events
It s happened to everyone in the Bay Area: You take off for a fun event like San Francisco s Outside Lands festival, but when you arrive every parking place is taken, and by the time you find a spot your nerves are frayed and your mood is shot. Charlie Ansanelli, 24, aims to change all that. Ansanelli, who grew up in Novato, this month launched Park Please, www.parkplease.com, a website where people can rent out their garages, driveways and parking spots. "The reason you have a car is to go do something, not worry about parking. We want to alleviate the stress," said Ansanelli, whose parents still occupy the Novato home where he lived as a teenager.

August 8, 2012
Fill That Vacant Parking Space With a Rent-a-Tree
Would you be willing to sacrifice your parking space for a little piece of urban green space? Designer and ‘creative problem solver’ Matteo Cibic is hoping to persuade you with his current experiment the Tree Trolley. It's a modular and mobile mini-park that takes over the city’s empty parking spaces. Cibic, who’s lived in Milan for a decade now, says he has yet to find a suitable shading tree to sit under–not entirely surprising considering the city’s lack of public green spaces. 

August 8, 2012
Lessons From Zurich's Parking Revolution
The first time I heard the term ‘historic compromise’ used with respect to parking policy in Zurich, I was taken aback by the grandiosity of the term. But as I learned, this term is more than apt in light of the contentious battles that ended in 1996 with a brokered agreement over parking. Even in a city known for its progressive transportation policies, a ‘historic compromise’ was needed to reverse the corrosive effect that parking was having on the city. 

August 8, 2012
Sacramento grapples with more drivers parking free with disabled placards
Anyone searching for a parking space in downtown Sacramento on a weekday might conclude that a big percentage of this city's residents is disabled. Bright blue and red placards hang in half of the windshields on some blocks, allowing those cars to park free all day at any meter, regardless of how much time the meter allows or how congested the area is.

August 8, 2012
Park It:  As We Await New Garages, Downtown’s ‘Parking Problem’ is Easily Solved
As you’ve probably heard by now, downtown is slated to get additional parking via two pending projects. The first is the joint effort by the city and TVA to build a new garage between Locust and Walnut Streets, which I wrote about couple of months ago. I haven’t seen a final design yet. But apparently TVA has softened its position on conforming to the Downtown Design Guidelines that suggest the outer walls should accommodate commercial space rather than presenting blank walls. Let’s hope so, anyway.

August 8, 2012
Privacy Issue in Parking Tickets, Full Circuit Says
Printing personal information on parking tickets may violate privacy rights and leave drivers vulnerable to stalkers or identity thieves, the full 7th Circuit ruled.  Jason Senne filed suit over the practice after he received a $20 parking ticket in 2010 for illegally parking his car overnight in the Chicago suburb of Palatine, Ill. Senne's name, address, driver's license number, date of birth, height and weight appeared on the ticket, which had been placed on his windshield in full public view.

August 8, 2012
Parking control officials begin installing credit card-reading parking meters
Corpus Christi parking meters are about to be a lot more high tech. Parking control officials began installing 300 new credit card-reading meters Tuesday in parking hot spots, including the downtown and uptown areas. Approved last August by City Council, the meters feature a credit card scanner for those motorists lacking spare change. The meters also feature the familiar coin slot. City officials said the meters' installation typically results in a decrease in citations and an increase in revenue because more people are willing to pay.

August 8, 2012
Make truck parking a top priority of MAP-21, OOIDA exec tells LaHood 
Truck parking should be a top priority as the nation implements the new two-year highway bill, a top official of the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association has told the country’s transportation czar.  Todd Spencer, OOIDA’s executive vice president, told Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood in a letter Tuesday that the need to increase true investment in truck parking, and not simply add electronic signs directing truckers to rest areas that are already full for the evening, is well known to our nation’s truckers. 

August 7, 2012
Increased Parking Rates Not Helping City’s Pension Fund
If you park in the city, you know that the rates have gone up as city parking taxes have gone to bail out its grossly underfunded pensions. But even that added burden turns out not to be enough to set the pensions right. Independent analysis confirms that even with these added revenues, the pension debt is still underfunded by more than $300 million and the debt is only going to grow. 

August 7, 2012
Opinions mixed on Phila.’s proposed $4 parking-ticket surcharge
A City Council-passed bill that would add $4 to the cost of a parking ticket in Philadelphia has yet to become law because it has been waiting for Mayor Nutter's signature since late June. Nutter has not yet signaled whether he will sign the legislation, but on Tuesday his spokesman, Mark McDonald, said the city solicitor does not believe it complies with state law on how revenue from the Philadelphia Parking Authority must be allocated.

August 7, 2012
L.A. Parking Taxes Gone Wild: City Approves New Meters, Looks to Expand Street Sweeping
The L.A. City Council knows our weak spot. In order to get almost anywhere in this godforsaken sprawl pit, we need to drive a car. Unless we can afford valet/a driveway, we often need to park that car on the street; and unless we're perfect parking robots, we sometimes sprint back to our vehicles five minutes after the meter has expired or the street-sweeping window has commenced.

August 7, 2012
Alternate Side Parking Rules Lead To More Driving: Study
Alternate side parking rules — put in place to facilitate street cleaning — actually increase driving in the New York City area. In a soon-to-be-published study looking at driving behavior in places affected by street cleaning rules, a pair of New York University researchers found that alternate side parking (ASP) increases car usage in the New York City region by an average of 7.1 percent.

August 7, 2012
Plymouth Rejects Plan to Establish Parking Zones Downtown 
A plan designed to stop drivers from simply moving their car from one spot to another to prevent a parking violation was struck down Monday by the Plymouth City Commission.  The plan called for establishing four separate parking zones in the downtown area and would limit the amount of time a vehicle can be parked in that specific zone, regardless of whether the driver moves the vehicle to another nearby spot. 

August 7, 2012
Council still parked in fantasyland
Given the benefit of a detailed and unambiguous warning about the city government's obligation to cover the Scranton Parking Authority's debt, Scranton City Council should recognize the reality of the situation and work to preclude default. Council irresponsibly forced a default on SPA debt in June when it refused to cover a bond payment, thereby making it impossible for the city government to borrow to meet its own operating budget - borrowing mandated by council itself.

August 7, 2012
Hartford Parking Authority Launches Redesigned Website
Want to check the up-to-the-second Hartford traffic situation before heading out for work? Such a feature, and several others, have been added to a redesigned Hartford Parking Authority website. The site, http://www.hartfordparking.com, features live camera views of I-84 and I-91, as well as updated traffic reports from the state Department of Transportation and road closures from the Metropolitan District. A Hartford map displays symbols over roads: red for a closed road, yellow for a closed lane, green for work in roadway, blue for utility work, purple for paving, and black for night work.

August 7, 2012
Thomas Square task force develops parking plan around Bull Street library
Residents, business owners, library supporters and SCAD officials think months of shared discussions have created a parking solution around the Bull Street library that all involved can accept. Members of the Thomas Square parking task force presented maps of their plan Monday night for a full public review. Once feedback is incorporated, it is scheduled to be presented to the Savannah City Council in a workshop discussion Sept. 6.

August 7, 2012
Portsmouth's proposed parking changes clear key hurdle
An attempt to pass sweeping changes to downtown parking policies, the most notable of which involves an increase in the hourly parking rate, moved one step closer to becoming a reality Monday night. In a 6-3 vote, the City Council agreed to pass second reading of the proposed parking changes and move them forward to a final vote Aug. 20.

August 7, 2012
Downtown Parking Fee Hike Advances 
The proposed parking omnibus ordinance that would increase downtown parking meter rates from $1 to $1.50 per hour was advanced by the City Council to a third and final reading. By a vote of 6-3, councilors forwarded the three-part parking ordinance for potential final approval on Aug. 20. If approved, the on-street parking meter rates would increase from $1 to $1.50 per hour. Parking meter time would be extended from two- to three hours and the High/Hanover Parking Garage rate would remain the same at 75 cents per hour with the first hour free.

August 6, 0212
SF parking plan's message: Transit first
San Francisco's aggressive plan to install thousands more parking meters and to expand the hours they operate has an overarching goal of making the streets friendlier for transit, cycling and walking. That objective is outlined in a new San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency document addressing on-street parking management strategies that will be used to help the agency navigate the expected prickly public reaction to budding proposals for more meters from the Mission to the Outer Sunset.

August 6, 2012
Call Kurtis Investigates: Parking Tickets From Los Angeles
For more than five years, CBS13 has been investigating drivers in Northern California getting parking tickets from the city of Los Angeles when they swear they weren’t there. The city writes more than 7,000 tickets a day and our investigation found sometimes they get it wrong by mixing up numbers and letters and causing someone here to get a ticket in the mail. Mark Ehrensberger of Rancho Cordova says he’s the victim of a ticket mixup, and he’s having a hard time clearing it up.

August 6, 2012
Weston-super-Mare street parking plan 'worthless'
Last month, Conservative-led North Somerset Council backed plans to start charging from 1 October and introduce resident parking permits. But the Liberal Democrats say the permits are virtually "worthless" only offering two one-hour slots per day. The party has now called the decision in, meaning the scheme cannot go ahead without further debate.

August 6, 2012
San Juan weighs overnight parking ban on part of Camino Capistrano
A possible ban on overnight parking on a portion of the east side of Camino Capistrano will go before San Juan Capistrano's City Council on Tuesday night. The proposal follows a request from city Police Services. According to a staff report, the stretch of Camino Capistrano north of Junipero Serra Road and parallel to I-5 has become a "truck stop for oversize vehicles."

August 6, 2012
Hartford leads nation’s sustainable parking effort
Local companies transformed the Hartford-based Green Parking Council into the national authority on sustainable parking. The nonprofit agency brings together leaders in the parking, green building and clean technology industries to develop strategies increasing energy efficiency in parking facilities across the country.

August 6, 2012
Should The Montclair Parking Authority Be Dissolved? 
Among other issues, the Township Council will tackle one particularly contentious matter at its meeting Tuesday evening: the dismantling of the Montclair Parking Authority. In a preliminary vote, the council already voted to dissolve the entity at a meeting last month. But the idea must be approved by the state and can't be finalized without a public hearing.

August 6, 2012
Saving a Parking Spot in Comfort
I am used to seeing people sitting in their cars until the magic time of 10:30 a.m., when parking is safe on that side of the street. But the other day in Chelsea there was a different sight. There was a man sitting beside his car on a folding armchair, with a sun hat, comfortably a reading a paper. It was after the magic hour.

August 5, 2012
Disabled robbed of parking spots
That's why councils across Victoria have set aside designated areas for people who require a bit of assistance. To park in those spaces, drivers need a permit which certifies that either they have a disability, or their passenger has one. No-one would begrudge a person with a disability having access to more convenient, spacious parking. These facilities can make the difference between a person having independence, or being unable to live their lives fully.

August 5, 2012
Scranton Parking Authority solicitor says council is courting another default
Scranton City Council is courting another default of the beleaguered Scranton Parking Authority and by extension possible financial disaster for the city, according to SPA solicitor Joseph O'Brien. He issued a letter Friday to council responding to actions taken and statements made during council's meeting Thursday. Those included council adoption of a resolution demanding SPA reimburse $1 million in bailout money belatedly provided by the city to help cover a missed June 1 SPA bond payment - or the city will sue to get it.

August 5, 2012
The app that can find a parking space: Street sensors will alert drivers when there is an empty bay
Sensors which can alert motorists to empty parking bays are being trialled in Britain for the first time.
The small glass-domed sensors are embedded in the centre of each bay and can tell when a car is present, absent, or has over-stayed its allotted time. Details of empty bays are collected centrally and sent via mobile phone and wi-fi to motorists on their phones, who can then drive to the vacant space.

August 4, 2012
Mounted cameras to be used to stop illegal parking in Swansea
Cameras could be brought in to catch illegal parkers when a traffic warden is not even there. The vehicle-mounted camera could be left at a spot to film anyone breaking the law in places like bus stops and zig-zag lines near schools. Footage could then be used by Swansea Council to fine the drivers responsible. The hard-line assault is one of a number of new measures being considered by Swansea Council to deal with errant motorists.

August 4, 2012
New meters may help block parking for special events
The message is unmistakable: If a city parking meter has a bag over it, there's no parking there. But the bagged meters and "no-parking" signs on meter poles -- long the city's ways to keep streets free for sporting events, festivals, construction and the like -- are on their way out in some neighborhoods. The parking authority is removing 3,000 single-space meters and poles in some areas -- including Downtown, the North Shore and Oakland -- and replacing them with multi-space metering devices that accept credit cards in addition to quarters.

August 3, 2012
Baltimore company sees future in parking by smartphone
In a perfect world, there's a parking space next to your destination and it's free. For an imperfect world where parking is scarce and must be paid for, there's Dani Shavit, who wants to turn your mobile phone into a parking lot cashier's window. Shavit holds the U.S. license for Pango, an app-driven mobile parking service that is big in Israel and Europe but just getting started here. Since opening its headquarters in Baltimore last year, Pango Shyyny USA LLC has signed deals with Latrobe, Pa.; a private garage in the heart of New York City; and CityScape, a retail and office complex with 2,500 spaces in Phoenix.

August 3, 2012
Ventura’s parking meters a success, or a pain – depends who you ask
Dave Armstrong's job is to promote downtown, so little wonder when he's spreading the good word about Ventura, he often mentions the success of parking meters. "People who spend money on parking will spend money on goods downtown," Armstrong said at a recent event. Increased police patrols, thanks to money drawn from the meters, are making downtown safer and more welcome, the chairman of Downtown Ventura Partners, a business improvement district, said during a chamber of commerce breakfast.

August 3, 2012
Less parking, more parklets: City hopes new 'people spots' will increase foot traffic; first designs are more pragmatic than creative 
Does it make sense to turn on-street parking spaces into miniature urban parks and plazas where people can sit, eat, check their mobile phones, read a book, take a catnap or watch the world go by? Chicago is about to find out. With the blessing of Mayor Rahm Emanuel, the city now has two of these miniparks, called "parklets" elsewhere and dubbed "people spots" by officials here. One, completed Tuesday and tucked amid Andersonville's ethnic restaurants and bakeries, offers blue benches made out of recycled milk jugs (left).

August 3, 2012
QuickPay wants to make parking easier
San Francisco entrepreneur Barney Pell walked into a puzzling sight as he exited his car in a Mission District parking lot one Saturday night last August. He was on his way to Silicon Valley journalist Sarah Lacy's annual barbecue when a man he described as "trustable enough" asked him to pay for his parking spot via a mobile phone application. Pell obliged, and ended up getting much more than a parking place. This week, Pell stepped in as the new CEO of that service, QuickPay, which also announced $3.5 million in seed funding. 
August 3, 2012
Cocoa Beach Adds Paid Parking to Downtown – but No meters or Pay Stations: ParkNOW! Mobile Payment Only Option
Weekend visitors to Cocoa Beach will now be required to pay to park in about 200 non-metered spaces in the downtown. But don’t look for any new equipment – payment can only be completed with a cell-phone or computer, using high-tech ParkNOW!. Starting the weekend of August 4th, 2012, most of the formerly free on-street spaces in downtown will no longer be free to those without permits. Payment for weekend, hourly or daily parking will be required and can only be done using the ParkNOW! service. Although Cocoa Beach has had metered parking for many years, until now, there was substantial free public parking in the downtown.

August 3, 2012
Cocoa Beach pay-by-phone parking plan is a go
City leaders moved ahead with a Saturday start of a pay-by-cell-phone parking plan, despite complaints from a handful of residents who called the idea discriminatory and said it will hurt businesses. Mary Nail balked at the commission’s assertions that the program won’t impact residents. “You’re impacting me,” she said. “Now, I’ve got to be thinking about the smartphone that I don’t have and the quarters I don’t carry. I’m not going to come down here and eat.”

August 3, 2012
Plan could bolster Downtown parking
Downtown bus lanes could yield to on-street parking by the end of the year in the heart of Downtown. Columbus Department of Public Service officials are considering a plan to add 120 to 130 parking spaces on High Street between the Franklin County Courthouse and Nationwide Insurance headquarters. Motorists would have to feed meters to use them, of course.

August 3, 2012
Portland's former parking manager set to change his plea in federal bribery case
Former Portland parking manager Ellis K. McCoy, who had pleaded not guilty in December to one count of accepting bribes as a public official, is scheduled to change his plea at a federal court hearing on Aug. 30, court papers show. Earlier this week, McCoy waived his right to a speedy trial that had been set for Aug. 14. At the request of McCoy's public defender Thomas Price, the court set Aug. 30 for a 9:30 a.m. change of plea hearing in McCoy's case before U.S. District Judge Mario Hernandez.

August 2, 2012
Plan for closed Hotel Bentley in Alexandria calls for city parking
A proposal by a private investor to buy and renovate the closed Hotel Bentley in downtown Alexandria will require an agreement with the city to provide parking for hotel guests and residents of condominiums planned for part of the property. It's not a done deal, Mayor Jacques M. Roy said Thursday. "But," he said, "he is, and the city is, as close as it's ever been to a deal."

August 2, 2012
Downtown Manitowoc parking main focus
A couple of dozen downtown property owners and residents showed up Wednesday night at City Hall to voice their concerns about parking. “The one-hour limit is a problem for our customers,” said Courthouse Pub owner John Jagemann. “We’ve had rather irate customers who’ve been ticketed. Sometimes we pay them.”

