Parking Stories: August 9 – 16, 2012 


August 16, 2012
Downtown parking meters collecting money for homeless pay for bus passes 
Old parking meters in downtown Athens collect money for the homeless, and the money goes to a surprising cause – bus passes. The four meters were set up in September 2003 to discourage panhandling, installed with the hope that people would choose to deposit money into the meters instead of handing it out to the homeless on the street. According to signs posted on the meters, donations "will provide help for the homeless," but they don't specify where the money will end up.

August 16, 2012
Bayview's free-parking zone: sidewalk
Some of Cristina Llop's neighbors in the city's Bayview district are so confident they won't get a ticket for illegally parking on the sidewalk that one even decorated a car for Halloween. Residents who live on the 1400 block of Palou Avenue say parking scofflaws avoid the angst of on-street parking by simply pulling their cars, trucks and SUVs onto the sidewalk - for days and often weeks at a time.

August 16, 2012
Less  parking for a better L.A.?
There is no doubt that Los Angeles would be a more pleasant place to live if more people would leave their cars at home. So would the rest of you please get off the freeway? The notion that public transit or ride-sharing or bicycles are for "other people" is so commonly held that it has bedeviled the best efforts of urban planners to reduce sprawl and promote car-free communities. 
New Haven is launching a test program that will eliminate any leftover time on parking meters.
The New Haven Register reports the program will be launched soon in a two-block area near Yale University.
Magnetic sensors are being installed in the parking spaces on Chapel Street between York and College streets that will automatically reset the meters once a vehicle leaves the spot.

August 15, 2012
Discuss the Downtown Parking Plan at an Open House August 23 
The City of Fort Collins will host an open house to discuss its draft Parking Plan for Downtown and surrounding neighborhoods. Join us and share your thoughts on proposed Downtown parking policies and actions dealing with the management of on- and off-street parking.

August 15, 2012
Atlanta parking crackdown lucrative for city
An aggressive parking enforcement strategy in Atlanta has more than doubled the number of parking citations, boosting revenue for the city. Documents obtained by The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (http://bit.ly/a1eK) show that ParkAtlanta collected more than $8.5 million and issued nearly 203,000 citations in fiscal year 2011.

August 15, 2012
What flavour parking policy do you like? 
"Sushi bar approach to parking policy" was the title the Straits Times editor gave my Op Ed on parking policy today. 
Sushi bar?! Read on for an explanation. Most of the piece discusses Singapore's parking issues. But today I just want to share this excerpt, in which I introduce the three main 'paradigms' of parking policy.

August 15, 2012
Find and Reserve Parking with Google Maps
ParkWhiz is an application for finding and reserving car parking spots. Using the application you can find parking spots near your desired location, compare prices and amenities and then reserve your space. To find a parking spot near your destination you just need to enter an address or zip code into ParkWhiz and nearby parking spaces will be displayed on a Google Map. The price of each available parking spot is displayed on the map marker for each location. You can also filter the spots shown on the map by distance or by price.



August 15, 2012
Transit Bill Earmarks $1M+ for Medford Parking Enforcement 
About $3 million has been earmarked for several projects in Medford, including a parking control system, in a transportation bill signed by Gov. Deval Patrick last week. The earmarks, put in by local legislators, don't guarantee the money is spent on the specific projects. "The legislature can put anything it wants into the bond bill, the hope is the governor will allocate it," State Rep. Paul Donato said Tuesday. “The governor is the only one who can spend the money.”

August 15, 2012
Abuse of handicap parking hurts
Recently, my family and I visited a popular South Bend restaurant for dinner and were irritated to find that someone was improperly parked in the lone handicap parking space. This person had no placard for the rearview mirror and no handicap plate on his/her car. My husband has what can only be described as advanced stage cerebral palsy and we do have a placard for our car. He has to use a walker to walk much more than 10 feet, and because of this inconsiderate act, we had to park in a spot farther from the door to the restaurant.

August 15, 2012
Sign snafu blocks parking on downtown street
For the second week in a row, downtown Atlanta business owners faced parking concerns after officers mistakenly placed "No Parking" signs along Mitchell Street in preparation for Thursday's Falcons game. Rita Jackson works at Charlot's Creole Cafe and told Channel 2's Amy Napier Viteri the signs drive away business. "You know it's just hard to make ends meet, because if people see it, they're not coming back. The street is going to be closed. What are they going to come down here for?" Jackson said.

August 15, 2012
AG Coakley Approves Foxborough’s Parking Ban During Stadium Events 
Foxborough is one step closer to enforcing a parking ban in residential areas of town, as well as nearby communities like Sharon, during Gillette Stadium events as part of a parking bylaw that passed Town Meeting in May. The town received the necessary approval from Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Office last week to move forward with its parking bylaw during Gillette Stadium events that exceed crowds of 15,000.

August 15, 2012
Prince George’s community seeks parking relief through permit zones
For more than a decade, Tracey Harley and Wanda Thomas have seen drivers park in their Central Hills neighborhood — often blocking mailboxes and preventing postal workers from making deliveries — before walking to the nearby Pleasant House Apartments. “We weren’t getting our mail, and we have bills to pay just like they do,” Thomas said.

August 15, 2012
Tel Aviv residents now park for free, while visitors pay more 
New parking arrangements went into effect in Tel Aviv on Wednesday that allow city residents to park free along curbs painted in blue-and-white (which indicates paid parking), while non-residents will have to pay more per hour.  Until now, Tel Aviv residents paid 69 agorot per hour for parking outside the area where they lived. 

August 14, 2012
County approves deal to charge for parking at some downtown lots during F1 week
County commissioners this morning unanimously approved a deal to sell parking spaces at five county-owned lots during the Formula One race in November. Parking Systems of America will run the four-day operation and pay the county 75 percent of the parking fees it collects, charging no more than $10 a space, a price the county says is comparable to what city- and state-owned lots charge. If the 1,131 spots sell out, the county could make about $34,000.

August 14, 2012
City of Saginaw considers parking ordinance overhaul including fine, fee hikes
Drivers may soon need to fork over a few more dollars next time they forget to feed the parking meter in the City of Saginaw. City Council Monday night accepted the introduction of an ordinance overhauling city's parking policies, including several fine and fee increases. The proposed changes are part of a larger overhaul of the city's current parking ordinance and enforcement procedures.

August 14, 2012
The parking fee's too low
The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency is reviewing its policy on neighborhood parking, which is a positive step: The current system has been in place for more than 30 years and has become an unwieldy mess. But the agency needs to do more than just aggregate districts and set uniform rules; it needs to adjust the concept of preferential parking, meters, and prices to reflect the reality that San Francisco can't afford (and shouldn't promote) free parking. Since 1976, the city has issued permits allowing residents of certain neighborhoods to park for as long as 72 hours on streets that otherwise offer only two-hour parking. 

August 14, 2012
Los Angeles might ease up on parking requirements for businesses
Sparking new debate over how the city should grow, Los Angeles officials have embraced a plan to ease parking space requirements for apartments, restaurants and stores in selected areas of the city. Council members Tuesday backed an ordinance that would allow real estate developers, landlords and business owners to reduce the number of parking spaces needed for their projects.

August 14, 2012
Parking issue heats up
Discussion on back and side yard parking continued Monday night at the Marshalltown City Council meeting.
Last week, at the council's Committee of the Whole meeting, Stephen Troskey, city planner, brought a proposed ordinance change that would limit parking in back and side yards before the council. The change would limit parking in back and side yards to 20 percent of the total lot size.

August 14, 2012
Parking easier for wounded warriors, new mothers
Onslow County officials are placing wounded warrior and new mother parking spaces throughout the county. “We have so many young mothers coming in with young babies,” said Becky Pollard, the registrar at Onslow County’s Register of Deeds. “They’re carrying those car seats and sometimes those things are 25 to 30 pounds.” An employee that works with the office suggested to Pollard and to Onslow County Manager Jeff Hudson that the Register of Deeds install parking species marked specifically for new and expectant mothers.

August 14, 2012
San Pedro, Wilmington welcome removal of parking meters
City Hall has been squeezing every penny out of Los Angeles motorists in recent years, approving hundreds of new parking meters and repeatedly jacking up parking fines. But one corner of Los Angeles has managed to buck the tide, convincing the City Council not just to remove hundreds of meters but to reduce rates by up to half on the machines that remain. On Monday, San Pedro civic leaders conducted a ceremonial parking meter beheading to celebrate an extraordinary victory: the removal of 645 parking meters in their community and nearby Wilmington.

August 14, 2012
Albany introduces cheap parking in garages at night
Three Albany Parking Authority parking garages in downtown Albany are offering $2 parking all night for vehicles entering after 6 p.m. under a new promotion called 2 Blocks, 2 Bucks. The night rate previously was $5. The garages are Columbia, Green-Hudson and Quackenbush. The $2 deal does not apply when special-event rates are in effect.

August 14, 2012
Business Parking a Challenge for Proposed Law 
The Chatham Borough Council continued the second reading of an ordinance that would bring chances to downtown amid objections and concerns from residents near Main Street. The ordinance would bring new definitions and changes to existing sections of the existing business zone ordinance. Among the changes would be less parking requirements for new business applications before the Chatham Borough Planning Board and Board of Adjustment.

August 14, 2012
Ticketing Temporarily Halted for Overnight Parking Violations 
The Newtown Township Board of Supervisors agreed at Monday night's meeting to temporarily stop issuing out tickets in regards to those in violation of the overnight parking ordinance. The agreement was communicated to Lt. Mike Savitski, of the Newtown Township Police Department, who was informed to notify the officers of the temporary agreement.

August 14, 2012
Plainfield eyes new rules on overnight street parking 
In some suburbs, it is not uncommon to see cars parked overnight on streets. But that is not the norm in the village of Plainfield. For that reason, Police Chief John Konopek during Monday’s committee of the whole workshop presented an amendment to the parking ordinance that provides more comprehensive regulations for overnight parking in the village, including a limits on the frequency of permitted overnight parking. The ordinance now states that no one should park their car overnight on village streets between 1 and 6 a.m. 

August 14, 2012
High-tech parking pay coming to downtown
The days of parking meters may be numbered. Norman’s new downtown parking lot, on Gray Street between Crawford Avenue and Peters Avenue, will start charging beginning some time this fall but don’t look for meters. The payment plan won’t resemble the meters that still are used on Campus Corner and elsewhere in Norman. The new system allows parkers to pay with a credit or debit card, a cell phone or cash.

August 13, 2012
What Are Your Gripes About Parking in Evanston? 
Boocoo Cultural Center, on the northeast corner of Dodge Avenue and Church Street, has steadily become an Evanston institution for dance and music lessons, sound recording, artistic expression and many other creative endeavors. Its location, diagonally across from Evanston Township High School, also makes it a natural oasis for students to drop in.

August 13, 2012
Downtown Ogden areas now require pay for parking
City officials are advising patrons of the farmers and art market and other downtown weekend activities to avoid the parking lots around the Marriott Hotel on 24th Street. Some of the parking stalls are newly designated as paid parking by some of the multiple owners of the lots in that city block.  That creates confusion that can result in a $36 parking ticket from a parking service, such as Diamond Parking Services.

August 13, 2012
Parking in Boston costs more than the car itself - part 2, the 99%
The working wealthy in Boston buy themselves parking spaces, but how do most residents and visitors deal with the challenges of parking in a city built before cars? In Boston, the only thing harder than a diamond is paakin’ ya caa. In part one of this story, we examined how some working-wealthy Boston residents deal with the challenge of city car ownership. Buying a space, then paying taxes on the ownership of the space, and also HOA fees to maintain the space, are just part of livin’ laaaj in Boston.


August 13, 2012
Row over parking in commuter town takes a foul turn
Families say they are fed up with staff from the giant AXA PPP Healthcare's headquarters in Hawkenbury, near Tunbridge Wells, Kent, taking all the spaces in nearby roads. Now employees going home after work have returned to their cars to find them smeared with dog excrement. Helen Ewart-Bainbridge, AXA's property services manager, said: "I understand people are at the end of their tether. We want to be good neighbours and do everything we possibly can to understand residents' views." 

August 13, 2012
Hundreds of parking meters to be removed in San Pedro, Wilmington
Los Angeles City Councilman Joe Buscaino and community leaders will celebrate a plan Monday to make it easier to park in San Pedro and Wilmington by lopping off the heads of a handful of parking meters. The City Council voted Aug. 1 to rip out 645 parking meters on streets near the Port of Los Angeles —  540 in San Pedro and 105 in Wilmington. Buscaino and an array of business groups have argued that such a move will attract more shoppers and diners to places such as downtown San Pedro.

August 13, 2012
How cities encourage parking - and congestion
On First Avenue near 96th Street in Manhattan, there is a large open parking lot in front of the Stanley M. Isaacs Houses, a public-housing project. The residents of New York's public housing pay no more than $45 a month for reserved parking, which is a pretty good deal, because the average daily parking fee in midtown Manhattan is $40.
I find it somewhat bizarre that New York provides a luxury good - parking in Manhattan - to public-housing residents at almost no cost. But many government policies favor parking.

August 13, 2012
Zurich's Parking Policy Evolution: Cap & Replace
Zurich underwent a major parking policy change for its downtown - from 'predict and provide' (i.e. parking minimums) to 'cap and replace'. When a new parking space is provided, a surface parking space is designated toward public plazas. Zurich's parking policy evolved from 'conventional' parking minimums in the 1960s to parking maximums in 1989. An 'historic compromise' was reached in 1996, and the final policy was put to a public vote in 2010.

August 12, 2012
San Francisco eager to simplify parking program’s current jumble of zones 
The City’s residential parking program, in place for more than 35 years, could be in line for a major overhaul.
Designed to keep out-of-town commuters from parking all day in residential neighborhoods, the program lets permit holders park on city streets for 72 hours without having to move their vehicles. Since it was created in 1976, the program has evolved to include 27 zones of varying sizes spread unevenly throughout San Francisco.

August 12, 2012
Peoria invites businesses to discuss parking deficit
Peoria will host a public meeting to discuss parking problems with property and business owners in Old Town.
Jamal Rahimi, the city’s traffic engineer, said the meeting comes after requests by business owners for short-term  street parking. Rahimi said the issue has the most impact along the 83rd/84th Avenue and Washington Street area.
Parking has been a concern, especially since the city built the Peoria Center for the Performing Arts, which uses parking from nearby businesses because it doesn’t have enough.

August 12, 2012
Parking changes in south Bedford?
NEW parking rules could be introduced to dozens of streets in south Bedford, meaning residents have to pay for parking permits to keep vehicles outside their homes. Bedford Borough Council has begun a public consultation on introducing a Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ) in four areas around Bedford Hospital. These would mean that non-residents would not be able to park in certain streets between 8am-6pm from Monday to Saturday - but residents would have to buy parking permits to use in their own streets.

August 12, 2012
Looking at the future of parking in Savannah's Thomas Square and Metropolitan neighborhoods
Ever since SCAD opened Arnold Hall on Bull Street, some blocks of the Thomas Square and Metropolitan neighborhoods have faced terrible parking problems. I live just two blocks away on 32nd Street and have had no adverse impact to my quality of life. But residents on streets like 34th and Brady often come home to find on-street capacity completely taken by students, faculty and staff. Some of those residents have lane access for off-street parking, but not all. 

August 12, 2012
Huntington parking issues to be studied
For years, the busy weekend scene in downtown Huntington has presented a problem town leaders do not altogether mind having: a lack of parking.  "If you look at it in a positive light, to have a parking issue is a blessing, because it means we have a vibrant village," said Patricia Grant, a member of the Huntington Township Chamber of Commerce. "It is a problem nonetheless. That's why we decided to do a complete analysis of our parking issues and get recommendations."

August 12, 2012
City nixes parking zones
Part of Plymouth officials' plans to free up parking spaces for downtown shoppers and diners stalled Monday when the City Commissvion voted 4-3 to reject a move to create four downtown parking zones. Parking zones had been seen as a way to prevent people who work downtown from moving their vehicles between public parking spots in order to get around parking time limits, and as a way to motivate them to use long-term parking, of which the city's is trying to acquire more.

August 11, 2012
Glitches in Reno's new parking meters have cost the city more than $300,000 in lost revenue
The digital parking kiosks in downtown Reno have been plagued by malfunctioning technology since their installation started last August, resulting in a significant increase in dismissed parking tickets and a drop in revenue to city coffers over the past fiscal year, according to city records obtained by the Reno Gazette-Journal. Since Reno-based Curb System started installing the digital parking kiosks a year ago, customers have encountered blank screens, unresponsive keypads and, occasionally, a Microsoft Windows desktop when trying to pay for a parking spot at the kiosks, which accept credit card payments.

August 10, 2012
What’s in a Parking Brand?
Can you name many parking programs off the top of your head? Maybe the one you work for? If you pay close attention to the industry, you know SFpark. They have been at the forefront of the parking technology revolution for a few years now. But it’s more than their robust approach to parking management that makes them famous; it’s their brand and the way they present themselves to both the San Francisco community and the parking industry. They developed an iconography and brand that announces to the parker that it’s safe and easy to park when you see the SFpark logo. 

August 10, 2012
New on-street parking considered for Maplewood
City officials are considering the creation of new on-street parking spaces along Maplewood Avenue in the area of the future Portwalk Phase 3 development. Creation of the new parking spaces, which came as a recommendation from Mayor Eric Spear, took center stage during a special work session of the city Parking and Traffic Safety Committee on Thursday.


August 10, 2012
Back-seat Driver: Parking abuse hard to track
Everyone's heard the story: Grandma has a disabled parking placard. She dies. But for some reason, the DMV keeps mailing new placards to her home. So, one of grandma's able-bodied relatives sticks the placard illegally in his car so he can get free street parking and good spots in store lots.

August 10, 2012
New Parking Meters Feed Jump in Revenue for Minneapolis 
The city of Minneapolis has collected nearly $800,000 more in its first year of using "smart" parking meters and so far in 2012 is on pace to bring in more than $2 million above what it collected in 2010, when Minneapolis still relied on the old, quarters-only parking meters, according to past figures supplied to 5 EYEWITNESS NEWS by the city.

August 10, 2012
ParkPlease saving spaces for the spot-less
People unsure of where to park their cars when they head to this weekend's Outside Lands Music & Arts Festival have a new reservation option this year. ParkPlease, an online service that lets individual residents, churches and schools rent out their unused parking spots, is centering its launch around the festival. 

August 10, 2012
Walter Reed’s parking squeeze spurs a scam
Commuting by car in the Washington area can make cutthroats of the most compassionate of souls, even those, apparently, who care for America’s war wounded. At Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Bethesda, crowded with additional workers because of base consolidation, it appears some employees have been using phony permits to steal parking spaces from their colleagues.

August 10, 2012
Dearborn Police Toughest on Handicap Parking Enforcement
The Dearborn Police Department leads the region in handicap parking enforcement issuing nearly 6,000 citations between 2009-2011, according to a Detroit Free Press investigation on parking problems encountered by people who are disabled in southeast Michigan. “I’m proud to say that the Free Press took note of what we’ve known all along: The Dearborn Police Department leads the region in ticketing those who deprive people who are disabled of the parking they need,” said Police Chief Ronald Haddad in a press release.

August 10, 2012
$31 parking ticket grows to $70,000 bill after broken-meter lawsuit tossed
A Toronto doctor is appealing a $70,537 legal bill from the City of Toronto after she launched a failed class-action lawsuit over a $31 parking ticket. The suit, which pointed the finger at the city over malfunctioning pay-and-display machines, was dismissed as being too broad for a class action. But it highlights a bug in the system that spells hassles for drivers across the city. Should a driver be lucky enough to snag a parking spot, it may be for naught if the meter refuses to dispense a ticket. 

August 10, 2012
Tampa configures downtown parking for RNC 
From parking meter covers to road closures, major changes are under way in downtown Tampa as the week of the Republican National Convention approaches. The city of Tampa is covering more than 900 parking meters downtown due to street closures, WTSP reported in July. The city’s RNC informational page sheds further light on the parking situation.

August 10, 2012
Chicago cops writing fewer parking tickets 
Chicago Police officers who have their hands full with rising homicides and other violent crime are on pace to write 15 percent fewer parking tickets in 2012, but revenues are up, thanks to dunning deadbeats, dramatically higher fines and a fundamental shift to outside ticket-writers. Through July 31, police officers wrote 513,413 parking tickets, or 73,344-a-month, a rate that would translate into 880,128 tickets for the year if it continues. That’s down 15 percent from the 86,202-a-month and 1.034 million tickets written last year and a 20 percent drop from 2010.

August 10, 2012
Parking limits draw anger: Commission on disabilities reviewing whether handicapped signs are illegal
Town officials were recently bombarded with several complaints regarding brand new handicapped parking signs erected in front of the visitors center at Hampton Beach. The signs restrict parking to a one-hour time limit, but town officials say they can't do anything about it. Town Manager Fred Welch said someone from the New Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation told a resident — who complained — that the signs were the town's doing.

August 10, 2012
Downtown Trenton store owners say people abuse handicapped parking permits
As usual, every parking space was taken in front of Debbie Cardarelli’s West Lafayette Street hair salon yesterday afternoon, and it was not because business is booming. “We got six parking spots. Five of them have handicapped placards,” Cardarelli of Executive Cuts said. “It looks like one of them doesn’t today, but usually all six spots are taken up by handicapped placards.”

August 10, 2012
Parking Tool of the Day: The Digital Driveway Network
If you follow the Kentucky Derby, you know about the free-form bazaar on the approach to Churchill Downs, where residents sell parking spots in their yards. Some locals practice the hard sell, hollering price quotes and promising good treatment. Others simply put a sign up and sit on the porch. Prices fluctuate from house to house without rhyme or reason, and they are always negotiable. That market, minus its charmers, screamers, and rocking-chair old folks, is now available in convenient, digital form in San Francisco.

August 9, 2012
Controller asks L.A. council to change secrecy of parking taxes
Los Angeles City Controller Wendy Greuel on Thursday called on Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and the City Council to change a law that bars her from auditing the taxes paid by owners of parking lots and garages across the city.
In a letter to Villaraigosa and the council, Greuel said the city’s Office of Finance has blocked her from gaining access to such records, pointing to a law that designates such information as confidential.

August 9, 2012
New website makes parking easier in Seattle’s waterfront and Pioneer Square neighborhoods
Parking just got easier in downtown Seattle’s Pioneer Square and waterfront neighborhoods thanks to www.downtownseattleparking.com/ – a new website featuring hours, rates and directions for nearby parking spaces. Designed to help drivers locate affordable, convenient parking, the Washington State Department of Transportation launched the site this week to encourage visitors to spend time in two of Seattle’s most popular neighborhoods during State Route 99 tunnel construction and other local work.

August 9, 2012
City can't figure out how many parking lots it has
You wonder why L.A. is always scrounging for money? An audit from City Controller (and mayoral candidate) Wendy Greuel has identified 1,900 lots, but there's no way of knowing whether it's the complete list. Which means there's no way of knowing whether L.A. is receiving all the revenues it's owed from the Parking Occupancy Tax. All parking lot operators are required to collect a 10 percent POT from their customers.

