Parking Stories: September 27 – October 4, 2012 


October 4, 2012
Credit-card parking meters coming to downtown Phoenix 
Coinless parking is coming to downtown Phoenix in the next few months. Thanks to a city plan to install parking meters that accept credit and debit cards, drivers will no longer have to worry about carrying change when parking downtown. Right now, surface lots and garages are the options for drivers wishing to pay with credit cards. The City Council will vote on contracts with companies in San Diego and New Jersey for the installations later this month.

October 4, 2012
Rahm Rolls Out Food-Truck Parking Locations
Mayor Rahm Emanuel rolled out his proposed locations Wednesday for 23 designated food-truck stations in Chicago. City condoned spots would include a station in Lakeview on Southport Avenue near Addison Street; two food stands in Wicker Park, one at Milwaukee and Ashland avenues and another a half-block down on Milwaukee; two near DePaul University's campus, at Fullerton Avenue near Sheffield and further north on Wrightwood Street; and one in Boystown near Belmont Avenue and Clark Street.

October 4, 2012
Changes in parking lead to 834 warnings
Parking changed from unlimited restrictions to a three-hour time limit on 800 East from 700 North to 1400 North — with the exception of parking meters — as of September to help with traffic congestion during the day, Lt. Jeff Simmons of the Logan City Police said. The street below Old Main, 700 East, was restricted to three hours from 400 North to 600 North.

October 4, 2012
Parking 20 Years From Now
Are city local governments and private developers that are building parking structures today with life expectancies of 50 years in the same boat as people who built horse stables in 1900? A number of companies have been at work in the U.S. refining a concept that has been working in Europe and Asia: the automated robotic parking garage. I visited Boomerang’s model facility in New Jersey recently and I was impressed with how smoothly and efficiently it works. 

October 4, 2012
Disabled parking misuse can go unseen: Violations more common than ticket numbers show
Tickets for misuse of disabled parking make up less than 1 percent of San Diego parking citations, according to a review of enforcement data, even though officials acknowledge abuse is widespread.  The Watchdog reviewed 230,000 tickets from June to November of 2011 and found 2,023 of them were for illegal parking in disabled spots. That’s 169 per month on average. 

October 3, 2012
She takes a swipe at parking kiosks as a lousy change
I miss parking meters. I liked seeing them stand in formation, up and down Forbes Avenue in Oakland, like soldiers paying respect to oncoming traffic. I'm old enough to remember when one dime could buy you enough minutes to devour an order of french fries at The Original, tour the Nationality Rooms and check out a book at the Carnegie Library. And what was better than circling the block several times, nabbing a spot and discovering there was still time on the meter?




October 3, 2012
New parking enforcement in Lincolnshire to start on December 3
Motorists are being encouraged to check for signs and lines when they are looking for somewhere to park, as the county council takes on new parking enforcement powers. Around 20 enforcement officers will take to the county's streets from 3 December, taking a sensible approach to parking issues, looking to keep traffic moving, reducing congestion and inconsiderate parking, and also supporting local shops with parking bays outside.

October 3, 2012
Shoppers, Business Operators Not Happy About End of Free Parking at Westfield 
Westfield-Century City's decision to eliminate free parking has some shoppers feeling cheated and business operators worried as they look ahead to increased fees sometime in 2013. The Los Angeles Planning Commission gave Westfield its stamp of approval in August to eliminate a three-hour free parking policy and start charging customers to use what is currently the only free parking structure in Century City.

October 3, 2012
City fee for expired parking meters could rise
The City Council will soon consider raising the cost of tickets for parking patrons whose meters have expired. According to a unanimous vote of the council Monday night, a proposal to increase expired meter fines from $10 to $15 will get a first reading at the council's Oct. 22 meeting. The plan also includes increasing the late fine from $25 to $30. The new proposal is among a slew of changes to parking provisions in the downtown.

October 3, 2012
Glen Rock parking meter fees may soon be paid for by phone
The Borough Council authorized a vendor contract that will introduce "pay-by smart phone" parking at metered spaces in Glen Rock, initially as an option for non-resident commuter parking customers. The approval was granted by resolution at a public meeting last month. The Parkmobile USA system will enable metered parking customers to specify parking periods and pay for them through those devices for a charge of 35 cents per transaction to the company. 

October 3, 2012
New Miroballi Plaza among first to have parking behind stores
Home  > News  > Chicagoland 
While most suburban shopping centers are surrounded by acres of parking space, family-owned and independent Miroballi Shoes is trying something different at its new location in Orland Park. The Miroballi family, which officially opened its flagship store last week, has opted for a layout that places a grassy parkway and wide pedestrian sidewalk in front of the four-unit Miroballi Plaza on the 14300 block of LaGrange Road.

October 3, 2012
Driver 'cuffed and stuffed' in cruiser for unpaid parking tickets
Alfred Fox was "cuffed and stuffed" in the back of a cruiser — arrested on a warrant — and his sports car was towed because he had $255 worth of unpaid parking tickets dating back to 2005, he said. "I understand that the city has to get its pound of flesh and I don't have a problem paying it," he said, "but does it deserve being arrested?" Fox, an Elwyn Park native and a Merchant Marine, said he was driving to work in Boston early one August morning when he was pulled over by a state trooper for what he thought was speeding.

October 3, 2012
Fired up about 'fancy parking': Readers debate best way to park at Oregon lots
It's always fascinating to see what commuting issues get people fired up. I thought my most recent column on "the good, bad and awesome fancy parking" -- reversing into perpendicular spots instead of going front-first -- would get a few chuckles and comments. But judging from the 81 online comments as well as dozens of emails, voice mails and Facebook remarks, people take their parking strategies seriously.



October 3, 2012
Disabled parking permits see big increase
A sharp increase in the number of disabled parking passes issued in Ohio has some charging that they are too easy to acquire while raising questions about what can be done to accommodate an increasing demand for spaces. Ohio handed out more than 300,000 placards last year, which was a 21 percent increase from 2006. Requirements to obtain a placard include a prescription from a health professional, which provides proof of a disability, an application to the Bureau of Motor Vehicles and a $3.50 fee. 

October 3, 2012
Emanuel wants to limit parking zones for the disabled
Mayor Rahm Emanuel on Wednesday proposed tightening the rules that determine whether city residents can have disabled parking zones set up on streets in front of their homes. The changes, which must be approved by the City Council, would only allow such zones near homes where a disabled person lives and a vehicle that transports them is parked. The rules would make it clear such zones aren't allowed for paratransit vehicles or relatives, said Laurie Dittman, senior policy analyst for the Mayor's Office for People with Disabilities.

October 2, 2012
Calgary Rivals the Big Apple in Parking Costs
Calgary is known around the world for its large oil and gas industry and as the home of the Calgary Stampede annual summer rodeo. But it turns out the Western Canadian city has a less appealing title—Canada’s priciest city to park. Calgarians pay an average monthly unreserved parking rate of 456.75 Canadian dollars (about US$465), close to double the Canadian average of C$241.72, and in North America second only to what New Yorkers pay, according to survey by Colliers International, a commercial real estate services firm.

October 2, 2012
Parking rates rise with Calgary leading Canadian cities
Here's more fuel to add to the argument for ditching the car and using public transit or pedal power. A survey released Tuesday has found the average cost of a monthly unreserved parking spot increased in June compared with the same month in 2011. Calgary led Canadian cities ($456.75 Cdn or $439.93 US, based on the exchange rate in June) and ranked second in North America behind New York City ($562 US in midtown and $533 downtown).

October 2, 2012
High Occupancy Parking Meters Plan Advances 
Despite objections from some city residents, the City Council unanimously voted Monday night to advance a high occupancy parking meter rate plan to a third and final reading on Oct. 22 that calls for drivers to pay $1.50 per hour on the highest demand downtown streets. City Councilor Ken Smith tried to reverse the omnibus parking plan that City Councilors approved by a 5-4 vote in August by proposing an amendment to roll back all parking rates to $1 per hour.

October 2, 2012
Parking meter season ends in Myrtle Beach
As the temperatures begin to cool, even slightly, there's some good news for residents in the Grand Strand. The parking meter season is over. Thursday, March 1 marked the official start to what the City of Myrtle Beach calls "parking season," bringing an end to free parking downtown, and the return of parking meters. But on Sept. 30, that parking season ended, and parking downtown is again free. When businesses in the downtown Myrtle Beach area were preparing for warmer weather, and increased tourist travel, they were trying to take advantage of free parking in the area for as long as they possibly could.

October 2, 2012
Tiered parking rates advance in Portsmouth
A plan to reduce the proposed hourly parking rate throughout the majority of the downtown cleared a key hurdle Monday night. The City Council voted unanimously to pass second reading of the proposal, which in essence implements a tiered parking rate structure in the downtown. The council will consider third and final reading Oct. 22. If fully passed, the policy would set the parking rate at $1.50 per hour on "high-occupancy" streets in the downtown and $1 per hour on less-frequented streets.

October 2, 2012
Calgary downtown parking rates highest in Canada, second in North America
Calgary downtown parking rates are the highest in Canada and second most expensive in North America, according to global real estate firm Colliers International’s 12th Annual Parking Survey released Tuesday. The survey said Calgary’s average median parking rate of US$439.93 was second only to New York (US$562 Midtown, US$533 Downtown) and higher than other large North American cities such as Boston (US$405) and San Francisco (US$375).

October 2, 2012
DeMorning Links: Parking decimation
After a few months’ delay, the city is back with a new plan to overhaul street parking for the disabled. Under the revised proposal, holders of disabled placards would have to pay for parking for the first time. But more than one in 10 parking meters would be a “red top,” reserved for disabled parkers only. How did D.C. Council member Mary Cheh (D-Ward 3) and the city transportation department determine that removing 10 percent of metered curbside parking from general use was the right amount? Unclear. 

October 2, 2012
Morning Read: Reserving 10 Percent of D.C. Parking Meters for the Handicapped 
The D.C. Council is expected to introduce legislation today that would reserve more than 10 percent of all parking meters as handicapped spots. At a press conference Monday, Councilwoman Mary M. Cheh unveiled the plan that would convert 1,800 of the city’s 17,000 parking meters to handicapped spots designated by a red-top meter. While Mayor Gray says he wants the District to be a national model for accommodating disabled drivers, some think that’s an unnecessarily large number of spots.

October 2, 2012
Hampton Beach offseason parking meter plan ticks off business owner
One of the lone business owners who tries to make a go of it during the winter at Hampton Beach says he is not happy that parking meters will be monitored past Oct. 1. “We are trying to make it down here and this is only hurting us,” said Peter Anzalone, owner of Ocean Gaming Casino. “You are hurting the people who are trying to make Hampton Beach a year-round destination.” 

October 1, 2012
Eugene increases parking fees: The city still plans to use some of the revenue for non-parking expenses in the general fund
Parking in Eugene is lucrative for city government, and it’s about to get even more so. Starting today, it will cost the public more to park on downtown streets. On Oct. 15, the city will raise garage rates. The city has already raised parking fees around the University of Oregon. Combined, the increases will pull another $520,000 annually into city coffers, officials estimate. That would push the city’s annual parking revenue to $6 million. The fee increases are necessary because the parking department needs more revenue to keep its budget in the black, said Jeff Petry, the city’s parking services manager.

October 1, 2012
Raleigh panel rejects plan for ads on parking decks
The walls of downtown’s city-owned parking decks will remain unadorned by commercial displays, a City Council committee ruled last week. The law and public safety panel rejected a plan to sell advertising space inside seven city decks, saying the concept was poorly devised and wouldn’t generate enough money to justify the work.
The Downtown Raleigh Alliance had crafted the proposal at the request of the city and projected that it could generate about $25,000 each year to help close a budget gap in the downtown parking fund. 


October 1, 2012
Eugene increases parking fees: The city still plans to use some of the revenue for non-parking expenses in the general fund
Parking in Eugene is lucrative for city government, and it’s about to get even more so. Starting today, it will cost the public more to park on downtown streets. On Oct. 15, the city will raise garage rates. The city has already raised parking fees around the University of Oregon. Combined, the increases will pull another $520,000 annually into city coffers, officials estimate. That would push the city’s annual parking revenue to $6 million. The fee increases are necessary because the parking department needs more revenue to keep its budget in the black, said Jeff Petry, the city’s parking services manager.

October 1, 2012
Would free parking tempt you to shop more in Sunderland? This man thinks so
CALLS are being made to introduce free city-centre parking in the run-up to Christmas to help boost business.
Councillor Peter Wood has urged Sunderland City Council to shake-up the parking system to “reduce and simplify costs” for motorists visiting Sunderland. He said the move would help fill the often empty car parks and attract more visitors to the city centre, increasing trade in tough economic times. At a meeting of the full council, the Tory transport spokesman said parking should be free between 3pm and 6pm in the weeks leading up to Christmas.

October 1, 2012
City Council to review tiered parking cost system
The City Council at tonight's meeting will entertain a public hearing on a proposal to implement a tiered parking rate structure in the downtown. The proposal, which will make it less expensive to park on some downtown streets than on others, already passed a first reading in September. If fully passed, the policy would set the parking rate at $1.50 per hour on "high-occupancy" streets in the downtown and $1 per hour on less-frequented streets.

October 1, 2012
Citizens and merchants want better parking on Main Street, plans for DSP update still in the works
A petition is currently on the streets in response to complaints about the increase of parking tickets issued in the historic downtown after the strange red-curb intervals between parallel parking spaces were painted gray. Citizen-activist, and publisher of the Yolo Sun, Bobby Harris is distributing a petition that will remedy the situation, albeit temporarily. Harris stated, "The present project is simply a stop-gap measure to resolve the council's immediate gray-curb fiasco before holiday shopping begins in downtown. There is support for this move among merchants."

October 1, 2012
CG may loosen industrial parking restrictions 
Monday night’s Casa Grande City Council meeting is expected to include final approval of new parking requirements for industrial and manufacturing complexes, ending months of uncertainty, the Board of Adjustment’s rejecting compromise numbers and companies having second thoughts about moving to the community or expanding their present facilities in town. The action doesn’t affect the average resident but is seen as an important factor in the city’s economic development, given that companies factor in how much parking is required by city law and what that cost adds up to.

October 1, 2012
Wheel clamping banned on private land
Wheel clamping on private land becomes illegal in England and Wales today as new parking laws are introduced, although most drivers are unaware that the changes are taking place.  That's according to a survey carried out by the Institute of Advanced Motorists, which revealed that 91 per cent of people don't know that from today, October 1, they are required by law to provide details of the driver of any vehicle wrongfully parked on private land. 




September 30, 2012
Private land wheel clamping banned 
Cowboy wheel clampers will be outlawed from clamping vehicles on private land from tomorrow as new legislation comes into place. The Protection of Freedoms Act makes it a criminal offence to clamp on private land in England and Wales, but not Northern Ireland. Clamping and towing away on private land has been banned in Scotland since 1992. Other changes to vehicle laws include extending police powers to remove vehicles parked on private land to ensure landowners have a means to keep their land clear from obstructive or dangerously parked cars.

October 1, 2012
SLO’s pilot safe-parking program for homeless off to a strong start
The pilot program launched in San Luis Obispo 10 weeks ago to provide people living in their cars with a safe place to park at night has been deemed successful so far.The City Council is expected to decide tonight whether it will create a permanent safe-parking program.The goal of the test was to provide homeless people with a safe place to sleep while connecting them with case management and eventual housing. Five parking spaces at the Prado Day Center were used.

October 1, 2012
D.C. revives parking charges for handicapped drivers
More than 10 percent of the city's on-street parking spaces will soon be reserved for people with disabilities, who will be forced to pay in the District for the first time, under legislation unveiled Monday by Ward 3 D.C. Councilwoman Mary Cheh. The bill restarts implementation of the red-top meter system that got off to what Cheh called a "fairly rocky start" when it was halted almost as soon as it was announced earlier this year because of an outcry from disability advocates.

October 1, 2012
Yankee Stadium Parking Running Out of Cash for Bond Investors
Parking garages serving New York Yankees baseball fans won’t have sufficient reserves next year to pay investors holding about $240 million of tax-exempt debt, according to a security filing. Principal and interest payments to bondholders next year total $15 million, almost double the cash currently available to repay investors, according to offering documents and a notice filed with the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board. 

September 30, 2012
Reverse angle parking starts tomorrow 
The city claims it will be as easy as 1-2-3 and that all you have to do is signal, stop, then reverse. But only time will tell if a change in the style of parking along Bailey Boulevard will be a good thing or result in as-of-yet unknown headaches.  As of tomorrow, drivers who park their vehicles along the north side of Bailey Boulevard will have more spaces to choose from and parking will still be free. But, instead of parallel parking, drivers will have to back into their spot, and at an angle to the roadway. 

September 30, 2012
Along Restaurant Row, parking is indeed an 'issue'
I do not agree with Karen Hedelt or Rebecca Thomas that the parking problems on William Street are a "non-issue" [" More Eateries May Eat Up Parking Spots ," Sept. 23]. I am thrilled to have all the options we now have for brunch/lunch/dinner! This revitalization has been a long time coming and has added much needed vitality and revenue to Fredericksburg. 

September 30, 2012
Parking scofflaws to get the boot in Chattanooga
Beware the boot. Once a city contract privatizing parking enforcement takes effect Oct. 22, motorists who park downtown had better make sure their meters are fed. Because that date will mark the start of a parking crackdown, complete with the boot, for those who accumulate three unpaid citations. Tom Dugan, executive director of the Chattanooga Area Regional Transit Authority, said the new parking cops -- or "ambassadors" — will be more aggressive in handing out citations, especially to those who choose to feed meters while they work in businesses downtown.

September 30, 2012
Enforcement to start on digital parking meters on Gay Street
The first digital, multi-space parking meters will start running in downtown Knoxville Monday.  Knoxville law enforcement will issue parking citations to those who do not obtain a parking slip from two new electronic meters on the 100 block of Gay Street.  "The hope is you'll be able to find an easy place to park if you come down for an hour or two," said City of Knoxville Downtown Coordinator Rick Emmett.   The meters accept cash and credit cards. They charge a fee of $1 per hour with a two-hour limit. 

September 30, 2012
New Haven parking meters extend to loading zones
For some 27 years, Guy Bimonte has been making deliveries for G&G Beverage Distributors, and last month was the first time he was told to pay to park in a loading zone. Several weeks ago, Bimonte parked near Gateway Community College in a loading zone and noticed parking meters that he said weren’t there before. Bimonte was approached by a meter maid who told him that he could have a free pass this time, but he would have to start feeding the meter at loading zones, and if his truck took up two meters, he would have to pay for both.

September 30, 2012
Downtown Salem parking lacks handicapped access
Regarding Nancy Sargent’s Sept. 24 letter, I was glad to see someone else is as irritated with downtown parking as I am. I am more upset about the lack of handicapped parking spaces. After they finished paving on High Street, the one space on the corner of High and Marion streets was gone. Ridiculous! Now there is one on the corner of Liberty and Marion streets. There are three parking garages within walking distance for everyone else.

September 29, 2012
Parking charges drive away stadium visitors
Motorists refusing to pay new parking charges at Northwood Stadium are being blamed for clogging up neighbouring streets. Pay-and-display charges of £1 for up to an hour and £4 all day were introduced at the stadium, below, this summer to boost city council coffers. But many drivers are shunning the charges to park in the Keelings Road area of Northwood for free. The parking problems come as residents are already campaigning to stop drivers speeding along the 30mph Keelings Road.

September 29, 2012
Nokia’s parking service will soon be available in Europe
With the new operating system, iOS 6, Apple also released all new Maps app. And we all know how well that was received. Even though Apple had a year long contract with Google to use Google Maps on their iOS, Apple delivered its own mapping service on the new smart phone and caused a lot of frustration for the users. Almost every company which has mapping service is trying to make use of this situation. The Cupertino tech giant officially apologized for the iOS Maps apps to its users and asked the user base to use any alternative such as Google Maps or Bing Maps.

September 29, 2012
Parking tickets convey message on Fifth Street
Believe the no parking signs.  That’s the message Wenatche’s parking enforcement officers has for people thinking of parking on Fifth Street between Miller Street and Western Avenue.  On Monday, the first day of school at Wenatchee Valley College, Jenny Couch gave out 19 tickets to people parking there.  “When school is in session, I always make a run up by there,” she said. “I took a look and thought, ‘Oh, my gosh, this is a mess.”




September 28, 2012
The Academics of Parking
When I think about the competence required to manage a parking business, I can’t help but think of one of my favorite master’s program classes called, “The Master Leader.” This class taught me how we process the resolution of issues that impact the efficiency of our business. There is a leadership issue known as cause and effect thinking. Most businesses spend a great deal of time solving the symptoms of problems rather than their root causes. As a result, the real problems are never resolved. 

September 28, 2012
New Parking Meters Accepting Coin and Credit Card in Testing Period
The Jersey City Parking Authority is testing new meters that accept credit card and coin payments in Downtown Jersey City. The new meters were installed on Montgomery Street between Warren and Greene streets on Sept. 11 and have been in commission since Sept. 12. Residents can still pay with coins at the meters, but now have the option of using their credit cards. The meters do not accept debit card payment.

September 28, 2012
Flint DDA sees bump in parking revenue, lease fees may go up
Parking fees for monthly leases could go up as the Flint Downtown Development Authority is reporting demand is higher than what had been expected. At least half of the eight parking facilities owned by the Flint DDA are at or above capacity with leases, according to a report given at the authority's meeting this week.

September 28, 2012
City Proposes PARK Smart Plan to Free Up Parking in Jackson Heights
When Mohammed Arman, a 30-year-old student from Jackson Heights, takes a trip to the store or to visit a friend, he has to take a few extra things into account. First, there's the half-hour ritual of circling the blocks of Jackson Heights to find an elusive open space. Then, he says, there's the time it takes to walk from the spot to his end destination, which will inevitably be blocks away from each other. "After 9 a.m., you can't park," Arman said of the neighborhood. "We have to walk four, five, six blocks."

September 28, 2012
Joseph Rose: The good, bad and awesome of fancy parking
Hello. My name is Joe, and I’m a fancy parker.  It’s a new skill. I’m feeling pretty cocky about it. Still, if you spot me doing it at Washington Square, please don’t look at me like I’m wearing a Donald Trump-inspired hairpiece.
I’m parking the good park. You see, in August, reader Daryl Marcus of Tigard called, claiming that “everyone’s parking the wrong way” by pulling into perpendicular spaces head-on at shopping malls, cineplexes and airports.

September 28, 2012
Nokia Parking helps you find and pay for a spot, we go hands-on (video)
Parking in Paris is a nightmare. No, it's worse -- it's bad enough to keep you awake at night, worrying that your precious machine will be scratched up or simply missing the next morning. Nokia, at least, is trying to make things a little easier with an upcoming service it's just calling Nokia Parking. It's a comprehensive parking database launching in Europe in November that can not only help you find parking but even help you pay for it once you do. More details, and a video demo, after the break.

September 28, 2012
Salt Lake City unveils parking meter payment by cellphones 
Want to park downtown? Now, they’ve got a cellphone app for that. Yep, motorists can feed the meters in Salt Lake City with payments by mobile phone. A new application compatible with most cellphones makes it possible through the city’s partnership with Aparc Systems and QuickPay Corp. "Mobile parking payments bring a new level of convenience and ease of use, especially over the old coin-operated meters, and will streamline the parking and payment process for downtown parkers," said Transportation Director Robin Hutcheson.


September 28, 2012
Downtown on-street parking decreasing with development
As downtown gets more crowded, expect more fights like the one over parking in northwest Centretown.
Richcraft is building a 16-story condo building near the north end of Bay Street, where it wants to include 20 visitor parking spaces instead of the 39 the city’s ordinary rules call for. Its request lands in an area where residents are already seriously put out by the new Laurier Avenue bike lanes, which have displaced dozens of parking spots on Laurier. 

September 28, 2012
Salem City Council: Parking plan needs tweaking
The comprehensive plan that was put in place on July 1 in an attempt to alleviate some of the parking nightmares throughout Salem is nearing the end of its 90-day trial period, and the city council is already looking to make changes. The council voted, 9-1, on Thursday night to repeal the monthly parking zone created on Congress Street as part of the plan, and to have the Committee on Ordinances, Licenses and Legal Affairs discuss doing the same for Gedney Street, Norman Street, Dodge Street, and Holyoke Square.

September 28, 2012
Parking enterprise: Is it worth keeping, or perhaps new ownership?
What’s the perfect business? Wouldn’t it be one that’s immune to competition, inexpensive to operate, simple to manage and cash-based? Wouldn’t it have few employees, inexpensive capital equipment and an absolute monopoly in its geographical region? Wouldn’t it have 100 percent market penetration in its operational sphere, and a product or service that customers couldn’t do without? Wouldn’t its capital equipment last for decades, with little need for repair, replacement or updating? 

September 28, 2012
Bloomberg to Staten Island: Additional parking part of plan for New York Wheel
The largest private investment in Staten Island history will usher in the largest observation wheel in the world, Mayor Michael Bloomberg announced Thursday to an enraptured audience at the Richmond County Bank Ballpark at St. George.  Bloomberg laid out a $480 million plan to transform two city-owned sites along the waterfront in St. George from parking lots into the world's largest Ferris wheel and a 350,000-square foot designer outlet mall with gourmet restaurants and a hotel. 

September 28, 2012
Philly Zoo's new addition: $24M parking garage
The Philadelphia Zoo is expecting a new addition. No, not a rare baby car or gorilla, but a parking garage zoo officials say is just as important to visitors. Work is beginning on a new 683-spot parking garage close by the busy Schuylkill Expressway. The zoo says the garage will nearly double its parking and make it easier for visitors to get off the highway and inside the gates. The project is also expected to improve traffic flow on the expressway where cars exit to reach the zoo. 

September 28, 2012
SLC unveils high tech parking payment option
People who need to park in downtown Salt Lake City can now use their cellphones to pay for their parking spaces.
Since spring 2012, Salt Lake City has replaced coin-operated meters with the modern pay stations that correspond to numbered parking spots. Patrons can pay for their parking spaces via text message or scan a bar code that works with a smartphone app.

September 27, 2012
Boston parking fine revenue still significantly down from 2010 peak
Despite a 6.4 percent surge in revenue that the city of Boston received from parking violations in the 2012 fiscal year that ended on June 30, the city still came up millions of dollars short from the recent peak in 2010. The city collected $62.2 million in parking fines in the past year, according to the Boston Transportation Department. That represents an increase from $61.8 million in 2011, but it's $4.4 million less than what the city collected in 2010.

September 27, 2012
Parking a headache for Old Town residents 
While historic Old Town is a tourist destination, it’s also home to a few dozen people. And striking a balance between the two can be tough. One resident told KOB Eyewitness News 4 that he found himself ticketed and booted during the summer. But the city said if people live in a retail area it’s 'renter beware.'

September 27, 2012
Barclays Center residential parking permit plan nixed by state lawmakers in surrounding neighborhoods  
The opening of the Barclays Center has triggered a new round of calls from downtown residents for local parking permits. “The parking issue is terrible right now, and while nobody can see into the future, it's certainly likely that the situation is going to get a lot worse,” said City Councilman Steve Levin (D-Greenpoint). Local community groups contend Barclays Center officials have not done enough to encourage visitors take public transportation, noting that there’s a sign for the arena off the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway.

