Parking Stories: October 3 – 11, 2012 


October 11, 2012
Trading parking for public space, parklets coming to Capitol Hill -- if you want them 
By next spring, some E Pike parking spaces might be generating a lot more than $2 per hour. "These are public space -- anybody can bring food, etc from anyplace. No waiter comes out, serves you. These are not sidewalk cafes," said Brian de Place, head of "Right of Way Management" for the Seattle Department of Transportation.
What these are, are parklets.

October 11, 2012
Streetline app aims to end the hunt for a parking space
There are some very cool car apps — such as PlugShare, which gives you the location of home-based chargers whose owners will let you plug in your electric car. And Recargo, which helps those same owners find stations, plan trips and join a community. But I haven’t heard of one that addresses the bane of any traveler — parking. Until now, anyway. Streetline is such a sensible idea that I’m surprised nobody thought of it sooner.

October 11, 2012
Sidewalk Parking Illegal -- But Tolerated by San Francisco Parking Enforcement Officers
"Off-street parking" is a nebulous term. But it's not supposed to include the sidewalk. That said, scenes like those above are ubiquitous on street-sweeping days. A pair of parking control officers were in the vicinity of these sidewalk-parked cars. One of them, after shooing away a car that was idling in the street-sweeping zone, confirmed to SF Weekly that parking on the sidewalk is tolerated during street-sweeping hours, so long as the driver moves the car immediately after the sweeper rolls past. The second officer independently offered the same explanation.

October 11, 2012
End the Park Free Areas
Over at the Stranger’s article about the end of the Ride Free Area, commenter antidamon makes a great point:
If we are going to take the Free Ride Zone away from the urban poor then I think it’s time to take Free Parking away from the Suburban Commuters. Why in the world are we giving away free parking spaces? It makes no sense to be shutting down lines and reducing services while at the same time people are parking for free! End Free Parking!!

October 11, 2012
Asbury parking plan may call for developers to pay less
Ten years ago, the city told developers who couldn’t provide parking spaces for renovated lofts in downtown buildings that they could instead pay the city $25,000 for each parking spot they were required to provide. The idea was that the city eventually would have enough money to build a garage. There were no takers.

October 11, 2012
DC Transportation Event – Getting Parking Right with Nelson/Nygaard’s Jeff Tumlin
Join the Coalition for Smarter Growth on Monday, October 29 as they bring nationally-renowned parking policy guru Jeff Tumlin to the National Capital Planning Commission for a frank conversation about parking in the D.C. region. While the event’s organizers would love to see as many people there as possibly, they expect this to be a very popular event, so RSVP now to reserve a space!

October 11, 2012
Progress on Parking Reforms in Easton
Christina Georgiou reports on some very good proposals in the Panto administration’s budget: Change the hours of meter operation and parking enforcement of all Downtown parking meters to 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday through Saturday - Put metered parking into operation in some locations Downtown from noon to 5 p.m. on Sundays, most likely on or south of Northampton Street and on the Centre Square.

October 11, 2012
Parking plan issue for Hastings CBD
Car parking is being flagged as a major issue on the horizon for the Hastings CBD, which needs a master plan to bring under control the city centre's history of ad hoc development. Hastings district councillor Wayne Bradshaw is putting the heat on his fellow councillors for a plan for the CBD which would provide an overall approach to grow the city's retail centre.

October 11, 2012
Main Street Parking: Residents Weigh In 
The new Main Street parking program announced by Ken Ulman in August may be getting a tweak. In a letter sent to residents, the Department of Planning and Zoning Director of Special Projects Steve Lafferty announced a meeting at the end of the month to “provide you information about how [the parking program] will work and to discuss how residential parking may be addressed.”

October 11, 2012
Parking permits scheme to stay
Remaining objections to a experimental residents' parking scheme are set to be overruled by transport bosses so it can be made permanent. Leicester City Council introduced a scheme 15 months ago that meant people living or working in south Highfields and Stoneygate would have to buy £25 permits to park on the streets. The scheme was launched as an 18-month trial after large numbers of objections during early consultations, but now the council is seeking to make it permanent.

October 10, 2012
Call for free parking in CBD 
Parking in the centre of Blenheim should be free for all shoppers, a retailer has suggested.  The idea was put forward by Creswell Shoes owner Keith Sandford. But Marlborough District Council manager support services Dean Heiford said "parking is a necessary evil", and recovering the lost revenue would mean a significant rates increase for retailers. Free parking to encourage shoppers back into Blenheim town centre was one of the issues discussed at the Blenheim retailers meeting last night at the Marlborough Convention Centre. 

October 10, 2012
Lambert board delays decision on hiking parking fees
Short-term parking rates at the two primary garages at Lambert-St. Louis International Airport will stay put — for now. The St. Louis Airport Authority on Wednesday postponed action on a proposal that would have effectively doubled the price to park in one of the garages during the first hour. The proposal called for a flat $5 for each two-hour increment — or any fraction of that time. It now costs $2.50 an hour.

October 10, 2012
Paid parking: Don't tax residents twice
Lighthouse Park is popular. Anyone who has visited the waterfront park knows this. The 14.4-acre site with a beach, lighthouse, and boat launch is a big draw. With renovations, it has become even more popular. On a sunny day, there isn’t enough parking to meet demand. More than 1,000 vehicles go through the park each day during spring and summer weekends.

October 10, 2012
App Finds the Cheapest Parking Near You
On the episode of the Valley Girl Show, Jesse Draper sits down with Sam Friedman and Alex Israel, founders of ParkMe, the real-time parking app that’s sweeping the nation.  Starting in Santa Monica and working their way out, Friedman and Israel successfully created a map of all the parking lots and garages in the greater Los Angeles area. Now ParkMe recently partnered up with TomTom to provide location information for more than 16,000 parking spaces across the United States. 

October 10, 2012
Smart phone payments accepted for Englewood parking meters
People who park downtown can now feed the meters with their smart phones. Englewood has become the first community in Bergen County to offer payment through Parkmobile, a mobile application that allows drivers to enter or scan a code on the meters and pay for time using a credit card. The green Parkmobile stickers began appearing this week on scores of downtown meters. The service sends users a text message that the parking meter is about to expire. The user then can use their credit card to buy more time without going back to the meter.

October 10, 2012
Harrisburg receiver picks prospective parking systems partner
Striking a deal with the Harrisburg Parking Authority has been put into drive. State-appointed Receiver William B. Lynch picked a company to begin final negotiations. Harrisburg's parking garages, meters, and parking tickets generate the city's most revenue. Now, that key asset is in the final stage of a deal. During the bi-weekly Recovery Advisory Board Meeting Wednesday morning, Lynch announced Harrisburg First is the finalist.

October 9, 2012
Should the Market Alone Determine Parking Supply?
In 2004, London reformed its parking policy to encourage alternative transportation modes. The city replaced its minimum parking standard, which required developers to create a certain number of parking spaces and has been found to increase driving, with a cap on spaces. The hope was that this new parking maximum would "promote sustainable transport choices" and "tackle congestion." 

October 9, 2012
Free parking hour for Freo 
Fremantle will offer the first hour parking free but increase subsequent hourly fees in an effort to tackle the City's parking woes before Christmas, if it receives strategic services committee support tomorrow night. In what Mayor Brad Pettitt describes as the biggest shake-up to parking in many, many years, the proposal aims to entice visitors to off-street parking at car parks such as Queensgate and Point Street by offering the first hour free. 

October 9, 2012
City Uses New Law To Grabs $20 Million In Parking Ticket Fines
It’s getting harder for parking ticket scofflaws to avoid the long arm of Mayor Rahm Emanuel these days. Earlier this year, the Illinois General Assembly passed a law that allowed the City of Chicago, and other municipalities to grab the state tax refunds of residents who owe them money for any type of debt. This, of course, includes unpaid parking tickets and red light camera tickets.

October 9, 2012
Rates May Increase if City Switches to Parking Meters Accepting Coins and Credit Card
Parking rates will most likely need to increase if the city begins using new meters that accept both coins and credit cards, city officials say. In early September, the city installed the new meters on Montgomery Street between Warren and Greene streets. Sensors have also been installed to register when a car enters and exits a parking space. The meters are currently in a 90-day testing period as the Jersey City Parking Authority determines if the credit card option is used significantly enough to merit installing more to replace many of the antiquated coin-operated meters currently used throughout the city.

October 9, 2012
Council says no to garbage trucks parking in city limits
The Hebron City Council gave a thumbs down to parking garbage trucks within the city limits during the regular Monday night meeting Oct. 1. In speedy passage, the council deemed to prohibit the “parking of any vehicle used by an authorized city garbage collector in the hauling and/or disposal of solid waste on the public streets or alleys of the city.” Ordinance 840 was created following a complaint from a Hebron citizen who lives near an area where trucks are being parked. 

October 8, 2012
Parking pays for wasteful projects
In the Courier Barry Collins emotively cited shrinking funds for the “vulnerable and disabled” to justify the council’s latest proposal to impose parking charges in Halifax between 6 and 8 pm. There would be no shortage of money for the “vulnerable and disabled” if the council responsibly maintained its precious Victorian and 20th century heritage, assets that it actually owns and Halifax people and visitors actually appreciate and value. 

October 8, 2012
'Concerned New Yorkers' leaving fake parking tickets on 14th street
What you think is yet another parking ticket is actually a way to give your feedback on the city's police force. While many have criticized NYPD tactics, including the controversial stop-and-frisk program and recent police shootings, a three-person street art team called Concerned New Yorkers is taking things into their own hands — or rather, putting it into the hands, and onto the windshields, of the city's citizens.

October 8, 2012
Parking citations drop by 50 percent from FY11 to FY12 
Students have started receiving citations after Census Day, but according to statistics obstained from Parking and Transportation, the number of citations issued during Fiscal Year 2012 was dramatically lower than the year before. “(The amount of) tickets were lower this year because of compliance,” said Parking Enforcement Supervisor Elena Morten. More warnings are issued in the first half of each calendar year, while more citations are issued in the second half.

October 8, 2012
Atlanta parking rates lower than national average
Parking rates in Atlanta rose slightly from a year ago, with a monthly median for unreserved parking of $96, according to Colliers International’s annual parking rate survey for 2012. Atlanta’s high for unreserved parking was $135, its low was $55 a month. For reserved parking, the price jumps a bit, with a median of $143 per month.

October 8, 2012
Rock Hill's new parking plan
The important goals in introducing a new parking policy in downtown Rock Hill are to make sure everyone understands the rules and then enforce them uniformly once they have been established. City officials have wrestled with the downtown parking policy for more than a year. Some basic rules have been in place for some time, but they are lax, hard to enforce and often ignored by motorists. 

October 8, 2012
City Finds Gold In Parking, Traffic Tickets
Since Mayor Rahm Emanuel promised no new taxes, fines or fees to bridge Chicago’s budget gap the hole needed to be filled somehow. So it was only a natural progression the city would crack down on unpaid parking and traffic tickets.  How well has that gone? Very, according to the city’s numbers. Emanuel’s hard line stance has resulted in a $70 million windfall for the city’s coffers. 

October 8, 2012
Parking Rates & Pedicabs 
New public parking rates went into effect this past week in Santa Monica, and despite hemming, hawing, and many letters to the editor leading up to this moment, the world did not end. Parking rates went up at most parking garages and street meters in the downtown core. However, some parking rates at frequently underutilized garages, like the underground lot at the Santa Monica main branch library downtown and the Civic Center Structure, were dropped. 

October 7, 2012
A Back Bay bonus: Don’t feed the meters on Saturdays
What do you do if it’s Saturday and you see the following instructions on a parking meter? “Hours of operation 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday” and “No fee required Sundays and holidays.” If you’re reader Alex of Newton, who encountered those messages on a meter on Gloucester Street near Marlborough Street in Boston’s Back Bay, you plug in a quarter for every 12 minutes you plan to stay. 

October 7, 2012
New parking charges are unfair, says ex-Mayor
Ken Lacey, chairman of Weston’s Senior Citizens’ Forum, says incoming charges should be more fairly spread around the district to avoid unjustly penalising town residents. And in the body’s Trident Times newsletter, Mr Lacey goes on to say North Somerset Council’s move to install parking meters could do more harm than good for town centre business.  The authority is preparing to implement new charges on 27 town streets, which will include parking meters for visitors and annual fees for residents. 

October 7, 2012
County to tackle beach parking fees
Whether or not visitors to seven local beaches will have to pay to park will be in the hands of Santa Barbara County supervisors Tuesday. The fees — comparable to nearby areas such as the city of Ventura, which charges $2 for eight hours, and state beaches in Pismo and Oxnard, which charge $10 per vehicle per day — have been proposed by the county Community Services Department as a way to create more revenue for the department.

October 6, 2012
New parking system causing big problems for small business
Leslie Fiet is like a lot of local entrepreneurs, trying hard to make a living running her two small specialty cupcake shops. Though she has been able to make a go of it for the past six years — even during the economic recession — a recent change by Salt Lake City has put even more pressure on her bottom line. A few months ago, the city began replacing the hundreds of parking meters along streets throughout the downtown area with metered stalls where drivers pay at nearby kiosks with currency or credit card. 

October 6, 2012
$1 parking when eating at the Seattle Center Armory!
The new Armory at the Seattle Center has been bringing in some fresh (and yummy) new food stalls to delight the taste buds of locals and visitors alike!  The Center now is running a promotion, starting tomorrow, Sunday October 7th, (slated to run until May) that offers $1 parking in the garage off of 5th if you spend at least $10 in food at the Armory.

October 5, 2012
City Hall to extend crackdown on disability-parking abuse 
Despite a flurry of crackdowns and news coverage, dozens of able-bodied drivers still are being caught using disability-parking placards to wrongly try to park for free in metered spots in and around the Loop, city records show. Since late August, plainclothes officers with the Chicago Police Department’s traffic division and the Illinois Secretary of State Police have conducted “disability-placard missions” on 17 separate days — including Friday morning — to check drivers who hang the state-issued placards to park for free in metered spots. 

October 5, 2012
Apartments with no parking, Chop earns national recognition: North Portland news roundup
Hey North Portland. The second-tightest rental-housing market in the nation has led to an apartment-building boom in Portland. Some neighborhood residents and homeowners have bristled at the thought that new apartments without off-street parking will crowd local streets with cars. What do you think about the new, parking-less, developments? Join a live chat at noon today with hyperlocal reporters from The Oregonian's Portland team to discuss the issue.  

October 5, 2012
Ohio sees increase in disabled parking permits 
A sharp increase in the number of disabled parking permits issued in Ohio has raised questions about whether they are too easy to acquire and how to meet the demand for spaces, a newspaper reported Thursday. The state of Ohio handed out 300,000 of the disabled parking placards last year, which was a 21-percent increase from 2006, according to the Dayton Daily News. 

October 5, 2012
Live chat recap: Apartment boom in Portland causes parking worries
Portland has the second-tightest rental-housing market in the nation, which has led to an apartment-building boom in east Portland. But most of the new development does not include on-site parking.  Do new apartment projects threaten your livability? Are they just cheap moneymaker for developers? Or are they an important part of providing housing and fighting sprawl? 

October 5, 2012
Abusers of Disabled Parking Get Hefty Fines, Lose Placards in Chicago Crackdown; More Penalties Loom
In a crackdown on a problem that has aggravated fellow drivers throughout the country, Chicago has begun an aggressive program to deal with disabled parking abusers. Those found to be taking advantage of a disabled-parking placard that isn't theirs, or is for a disabled person who isn't using the vehicle, face citations carrying fines of $500 to $1,000, suspension of the driver's licenses for six months to a year and towing and storage costs. 

October 5, 2012
Corbella: City Hall’s parking hypocrisy is galling
The other day, while trying to book a breakfast meeting with a contact, I suggested we meet at the Petroleum Club. “Does it have to be downtown?” asked this self-employed mover and shaker. “Parking is so expensive and such a hassle, let’s find a place in the burbs or where parking is less difficult,” he said. It’s something I hear all the time and certainly something many businesses in the core recognize as they watch their bottom lines plummet as parking prices spike.

October 5, 2012
City vows crackdown on disabled-parking fraud
Officials from the Chicago Mayor’s Office and Illinois Secretary of State Department vowed Friday to continue their crackdown on the fraudulent use of disabled-parking placards in the city. City and state police have confiscated 41 placards and issued 47 citations — one for every five cars checked — during 20 sting operations since Aug. 24. On Friday morning alone, a team of eight officers confiscated three placards and wrote four citations downtown.

October 4, 2012
Coming To A Parking Spot Near You: Food Trucks 
Well, the food trucks will be coming to a parking spot near you, assuming you are located in the Loop, Wicker Park or North Side. The 23 proposed food truck parking spots - as promised by the passing of the food truck regulations - can accommodate one to three tucks. Redeye mapped out the locations of the designated parking areas. There are some obvious pro and cons to the plan. First, the plan would allow a high concentration of trucks in areas already saturated with restaurants.

October 4, 2012
City Weighs Extended Hours for Parking Meters 
City public works director Oscar Delgado Thursday said that city staff would recommend to the Transportation Commission and City Council that parking meter hours are extended throughout the city. Delgado, along with West Hollywood mayor Jeffrey Prang, says that the turnover of parking spots within the city is minimal, considering most meters are shut off by 6 p.m., which allows visitors to park for hours on end.



October 4, 2012
Should Certain Vehicles Have to Pay to Park at the Little Street Lot in Matawan? 
Parking at the lot on Little Street and Broad Street in Matawan may not remain free for everyone. The Matawan Borough Council is toying with the idea of implementing a parking ordinance that would require commercial vehicles and certain residential vehicles to purchase a parking permit for the lot. The idea of such an ordinance was discussed during the worshop portion of the council's Oct. 2 meeting. 

October 3, 2012
Governments Expand Mobile Payments to Everything from Parking to Property Taxes
Mobile technology has changed how we work and play. Adoption rates grow each year as smartphones, tablets and other mobile devices are used to fetch directions, view weather information, peruse the news, and perform a wide range of other tasks. More and more, those tasks include financial transactions. Studies show that consumers have grown increasingly comfortable using mobile technologies to transfer money, purchase goods and engage in other types of financial dealings.

October 3, 2012
Chicago announces food-truck parking-spot locations
We now know where to find Chicago's food trucks. The Chicago City Council introduced an ordinance today calling for the creation of 23 designated parking stands for food trucks (mobile food vehicles, in ordinance-ese). These will be designated food-truck parking stands, capable of handling at least two food trucks at once.


