Parking Stories From Non-Seattle Jurisdictions: March 13 – 21, 2012 


March 21, 2012
Brooklyn Parking Plan Still Uncertain 
In talking with MSG's Howie Rose last week, Bruce Ratner said he would prefer fans take mass transit to Barclays Center but advised there will be plenty of space at parking garages nearby. Meanwhile, with a little more than six months to go before opening night, the on-site and remote parking plans remain confused.

March 21, 2012
Union Square Gets More Parking, with a Twist: Ever heard of "reverse angle parking?" Somerville is brining the practice, which is used in San Francisco, Washington, Montreal and New York, to Bow Street. 
Bow Street in Union Square is getting 22 new "reverse angle" parking spaces beginning in May, according to an announcement from the city. Reverse angle parking, as the name indicates, makes drivers back into the spaces as opposed to pulling in forward. The city says it's easier than parallel parking, it allows for more spaces, it's safer for pedestrians and bicyclists, and it lets people pull out of spaces facing forward.

March 21, 2012
Yakima council suggest clearer parking lot signs, not fee
Drivers parking in city lots won’t be charged for the first two hours, but they should see new signs indicating that the space is not free forever. A proposal from the Yakima Parking Commission to charge for downtown parking in several city-owned lots died without formal action from the City Council on Tuesday night. Business owners said they feared adding the proposed $1 fee would drive their customers out of the downtown core and toward areas with full-time free parking, including Union Gap’s Valley Mall.

March 21, 2012
Paid Parking Meeting Reveals Divide in Approach to Fixing City Finances 
Tuesday night’s defeat of the downtown paid parking proposal in Half Moon Bay revealed more than locals’ distaste for meters on Main St. By unanimously voting to abandon the idea after a sizeable crowd of local residents and merchants spoke about their opposition to the program, city councilmembers responded to the community’s concerns that parking would deter potential overnight visitors, shoppers and diners.

March 21, 2012
Parking change will add spaces in Union Square
In the constant battle to squelch congestion and ease parking shortages in Somerville, sometimes backing up is the only way forward. That's the idea behind a pilot program on Bow Street in traffic-riddled Union Square, where traditional end-to-end spaces will be replaced with angled, back-in style parking. The change begins in May and when completed, will add 22 spaces, nearly double the number available before, the city said in a statement.

March 20, 2012
D.C. Council temporarily halts new parking meter program
The D.C. Council is temporarily halting the District’s new red top meter program, a setback for Mayor Vincent C. Gray’s (D) effort to reserve more city meters for disabled drivers. Under emergency legislation approved by the council, the Department of Transportation was directed to stop erecting the red meters and writing $250 tickets to non-disabled motorists who park at one. Motorists with disabled-parking placards will continue to be able to park at any city meter for free for up to double the maximum time, council members said.

March 20, 2012
Patio, Parking or 'Parklet?' Council Considers Urban Spot Conversions
Among the items on the Austin City Council’s work session this morning was a pilot program allowing Royal Blue Grocery to convert two parking spaces outside its doors on Congress Avenue into a patio. Or is it more of a “parklet?” “If you google ‘parklets,’ you’ll find a number of examples from around the country,” said council member Chris Riley.

March 20, 2012
Portland parking lesson of the day: Enforcement officers apparently can see from only one angle
Now that it's noon, maybe my commuting luck will change. I parked the old Volvo 240 wagon near The Oregonian this morning - and, I must say, it was probably one of the most astounding parallel parking jobs in downtown Portland history -- only to realize that I had left my wallet at home.

March 20, 2012
Traffic & Parking Dept. to pilot back-in-angled parking in Union Square
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone and Acting Transportation and Parking Director Matthew Dias announced today that the City will be seeking to install back-in, angled parking along Bow Street in Union Square. The Bow Street installation, which would begin in May, will add 22 new spaces and increase the street’s metered parking by 90 percent. At the same time, the change will greatly improve safety and visibility for drivers as well as for pedestrians and bicyclists.

March 20, 2012
Parking proposal: Commissioners seek to build 7-story, $7.8 million structure on Northwest Boulevard
The Kootenai County commissioners hope to construct a nearly $8 million, 7-story parking garage on Northwest Boulevard, and the officials are asking the city of Coeur d'Alene and the Lake City Development Corp. to jump on the project to share cost and use. "This is going to happen fairly soon," said Commissioner Jai Nelson on Monday afternoon, at a meeting between the commissioners and city and LCDC officials. "If we can work out a relationship benefiting several parties, it could maybe happen sooner." 

March 20, 2012
Bristol City Council in workplace parking levy plan row
The council believes the levy could raise about £27m to help fund three major transport projects. But the Federation of Small Busineses claims council assets should be sold to raise the money and it fears the levy will harm the local economy. A spokesman said the authority could get "addicted to this tax".

March 20, 2012
Single-space parking meters to be tested on Ninth Street through mid-May
After 35 days of testing with multi-space parking meters between Broadway and Locust Streets, the first test with multi-space parking meters has received a few both positive and negative comments. Columbia Public Works Department spokeswoman Jill Stedem said in an email that visitors to the downtown area generally like paying by credit and debit cards or cell phone but dislike walking to the machines to pay the meter.

March 20, 2012
Valet parking comes to downtown Dover restaurants
Those frequenting downtown restaurants and bars will soon have the opportunity to have a valet service park their vehicles thanks to a recent agreement between the city and Atlantic Parking Services. The Garrison City-based parking service currently works with Rivermill at Dover Landing to provide a valet option for the banquet hall's patrons. 

March 20, 2012
Valet Parking to Remain in Downtown Plymouth 
A paid parking option will remain a fixture in downtown Plymouth for at least another month after the Plymouth City Commission voted Monday to keep valet services at Compari’s on the Park. The valet service, which operates 5 p.m.-midnight on Fridays and Saturdays in a busy downtown with sparse public parking, was given a 90-day trial in December.


March 20, 2012
Belmont Center parking management plan approved
The Belmont Board of Selectmen voted on Monday night to approve the Belmont Center Parking Management Plan, which is projected to net the town about $135,000 annually by increasing parking revenues. The plan, developed over the course of a year by transportation consulting firm Nelson Nygaard, outlines a series of action steps for the town to follow to increase parking availability in Belmont Center and to increase revenue for the town from paid parking. 

March 20, 2012
5 Tips for Finding Parking in the Village 
Ask a newcomer to Babylon Village what the most frustrating aspect is on a Friday evening or even mid-day summer and you will likely hear: parking. But ask someone who’s been around a bit and you'll hear that parking isn’t the top complaint. That's because as you get familiar with the village you get to learn the tricks to parking without incurring a ticket. So we asked residents to offer up some insight and they did. Here are five tips to follow.

March 20, 2012
D.C. Council to consider suspending red top meters for disabled
The D.C. Council is scheduled to take up an emergency measure Tuesday that would suspend enforcement of the District’s new red top meter parking system for people with disabilities. The new program requires that everyone, including people with disabilities, pay for meter parking. The District is installing meters with red tops that are reserved for vehicles displaying disability placards or plates. People parking at those meters can pay to park for double the time normally allowed in that area. The District initially put out 400 of the red tops in the central business area and on streets near federal buildings in Southwest Washington.

March 19, 2012
DC Council temporarily halts new ‘red-top’ parking meter program for disabled drivers
The D.C. Council has temporarily halted major changes to the way disabled drivers park in the city.
The council approved emergency legislation Tuesday that suspends enforcement of the district’s new “red-top” parking meter program for 90 days. Currently, drivers with disabled tags or temporary disabled permits can park for free at meters for double the posted time period. But the “red-top” meter program would reserve 1,500 meters for people with disabilities and require them to pay or face $250 fines.

March 19, 2012
D.C. Council poised to halt ‘red-top’ parking meters
It appears as though the city’s new “red-top” parking meter program could soon be put in a deep freeze.
As noted here last week, D.C. Council member Muriel Bowser (D-Ward 4) is moving forward with an emergency bill that would preserve the status quo for disabled drivers. Currently, with a valid placard, they can park at any city meter gratis for twice the posted time limit.

March 19, 2012
Parking illegally in disabled space can be a costly mistake
Take-out jerk chicken and rice lunch from Donna's Caribbean Restaurant: $4.25. Illegally parking in a disabled parking space to eat that lunch: $256. Lesson learned: Priceless. As Broward Sheriff's Office traffic enforcement officer Bill Johansen finished the paperwork on the citation issued last week, he repeated the driver's excuse: "He said he was only going to be there for a minute. I hear that a lot."

March 19, 2012
Avoid Pink Tickets During Cherry Blossom Festival 
Spring came early this year, and so did the Cherry Blossom Festival. The celebration begins Tuesday, and AAA is urging residents and visitors to consider alternative ways of getting down to the Tidal Basin. During last year's Cherry Blossom Festival, 68,000 parking tickets were issued between March 27 and April 10, according to Washingtonian magazine. The District warns that “No Parking” restrictions will be strictly enforced and residents and visitors should take the warning seriously; you will receive fines up to $100 and quite possibly, a towed car.

March 19, 2012
Facing Public Opposition, Council to Decide Whether to Move Forward on Paid Parking 
Despite what appears to be widespread opposition among local residents and downtown business owners to a paid parking program in downtown Half Moon Bay, the city will hold a special meeting on Tuesday which could end in a decision by the council to move forward with the process of formally selecting a vendor for paid parking stations.

March 19, 2012
The problem with parking
Parking problems in the City of Wilmington. Whether it's a group complaining about the parking meters downtown or the city changing the fees to park in a downtown deck...if you're frustrated, then maybe you should consider this: it may have more to do with the people who violate the laws than the people who make them. People shied away from our cameras when we approached them about their outstanding tickets.

March 19, 2012
A simple solution to relieve the Elmwood Village Parking woes
With the announcement of the 770 parking lot being developed into a 3-storey mixed use building, which is great news for Elmwood in my opinion, the car culture is asking, "Where are we going to park now?" Well, there is a simple solution in the works, but The City has been dragging its feet on the proposal for almost 5 years now. 

March 19, 2012
Parking downtown just got more plentiful 
City Creek officials have given shoppers 5,000 reasons to come to the center. That is the number of well-lit, underground parking spaces that are free for the first hour. The massive garage also is accessible from all four of the bordering streets: West Temple, South Temple, State Street and 100 South. And, suburbanites in your Suburbans, don’t fret: The garage is designed to accommodate compact cars and SUVs. 

March 19, 2012
Mark Phelan: All you need is a phone and an app to avoid parking tickets, wasted time
I used my iPhone to pay a parking meter in downtown Ferndale last week, with a new system that let me avoid two things I hate: parking tickets and paying for time I don't use. Two metro cities -- Ferndale and Dearborn -- offer Parkmobile USA, which lets you pay for parking with a smartphone or by calling a toll-free number. Investors in the privately held company include Fontinalis Partners, which is led by Bill Ford. It's easier than scrounging for pocket change and works from the comfort of my car. No more standing in the cold or rain feeding money or a credit card into a meter.

March 18, 2012
City Parking Division: Officials believe thousands embezzled — coin by coin — but still no charges filed
A plastic bag holding $1,000 worth of quarters weighs about 53 pounds. On a typical workday, coins worth at least four times that amount are collected from parking meters throughout downtown Santa Fe and turned over to an armored-truck driver. But there's another burden being carried by the workers who gather the coins -- the weight of a series of embezzlement scandals that appears nowhere close to resolution.

March 18, 2012
Smart Meters and Flexible Pricing Are the Key to More Convenient Parking on Southside Bethlehem
With so much excellent grist for the blog in this Lynn Olanoff article about parking issues on Southside Bethlehem it’s hard to know where to begin, so I’ll try to divide this post up into two points. The first point is that a lot of bad policy ideas are born into the world from the common idea that someone other than the motorist should pay for parking. Either taxpayers should pay for it, or businesses should pay for it, but the motorist should for some reason be spared from paying the full cost of parking.


March 18, 2012
City may consider turning parking spots into shops
Austin City Council Members Chris Riley and Sheryl Cole, looking to invigorate the Congress Avenue street scene à la New York and San Francisco, say some businesses should be allowed to set up shop in city parking spaces. Under a proposal from the pair, businesses along busy streets such as Congress Avenue would be able to lease spots from the city and use them for sidewalk cafes or retail activity. The proposal would essentially expand the city's practice of allowing businesses to lease sidewalk space for cafes. Riley said the goal is to create more vibrant, interesting places for pedestrians and bicyclists.

March 18, 2012
National Parking Association Serves as Exclusive Organizational Sponsor at Parking Industry Exhibition in Chicago March 18-21 and Presents Expert Educational Sessions
The National Parking Association is a proud co-sponsor of the Parking Industry Exhibition (PIE) in Chicago, IL. "The National Parking Association is dedicated to advancing research, education and professional development for parking professionals," said NPA President, Christine Banning, CAE. She added, "NPA is pleased to join forces with John Van Horn and Parking Today to help parking professionals learn, grow and advance their careers--while helping their organizations increase bottom line performance." 

March 18, 2012
Pottsville to revise handicapped parking law
With a new ordinance, the City of Pottsville is revising its handicapped-parking law. It will now clearly state that applicants will not have exclusive rights to those spaces, according to City Administrator Thomas A. Palamar.
"I think some people were under the misconception that if you apply for those spaces - handicapped parking spaces in front of homes - those spaces are yours to use 24/7 and no one else can pull into them. So we decided to clarify that by putting it into the law," Palamar said Tuesday.

March 18, 2012
City to use 'Ten Commandments' of parking to guide policy
The city has come up with its own version of the Ten Commandments. Behold, the 21 Guiding Parking Principles.
City officials hope to establish this series of guiding principles in hopes it will help herald in the next generation of parking-related policy in the central business districts. City Manager John Bohenko said the idea behind generating the principles is to give the city more direction when it looks to develop changes in parking policy relative to a recent parking supply-and-demand study by consultant Nelson/Nygaard.

March 17, 2012
Alleged Capitol Mall parking-meter thief wanted in California
A man accused of breaking into parking meters on the Capitol Mall was identified as a fugitive from California, state police said Saturday. Oregon State Police Sgt. Dale Young said police received reports about 10:30 p.m. Thursday of a man breaking into parking meters in the 700 block of Summer Street NE — in a lot between the Department of Veterans' Affairs and the Department of Agriculture.

March 16, 2012
Mpls: Uptown To Get Smart Parking Meters
Like Downtown before it, Uptown will get new solar-powered, credit-card friendly parking stations.
In a press release, Minneapolis officials said hundreds of smart stations will replace the old coin-only stations in Uptown. The city hopes that by March 21, 34 smart stations will be up and running along Lake Street, Lagoon Avenue, Hennepin Avenue and other nearby streets in the heart of Uptown. 

March 16, 2012
SF parking program allows drivers to pay for meters via cellphone 
The city of San Francisco has been trying to ease the parking crunch with a high-tech program.  The city implemented the pilot phase of SFpark in 2010, and transportation officials said they hope to put the technology on every San Francisco block. The program is set to wind down its pilot phase this summer. The program enabled drivers to pay for parking by credit card, coin and now cellphone.

March 16, 2012
Parking battles continue downtown
For Downtown Austin residents, parking is a constant battle, especially when big events like South by Southwest are in town. That makes this one of the busiest times of year for  tow truck companies that are left to fix the problem. Residents along San Marcos Street are now fighting back by getting the city to put up new signs and getting towing companies to haul off cars parked illegally.

March 16, 2012
Parking rates increase on Fort Myers Beach
It’s likely going to cost you more to park if you plan on heading to Fort Myers Beach this weekend. That’s because several of the independently owned beach parking lots have increased their rates as spring break heads into its final week. Just two weeks ago, most lots ranged from $5 to $7 for the day. Parking in the lots at the popular spring break hangout Lani Kai costs $7 and won’t change until after season, while lots elsewhere have been charging anywhere from $6 to $10 for the day. 

March 16, 2012
Florida Looking to Change Handicap Parking Permits
Lawmakers in Florida are looking to crack down on people using disabled parking permits who do not need them. We’ve all seen it happen before. Someone parks in a handicap spot and then gets out of the car and walks into the store with no problem. This is not just cheating the system, it is cheating someone who might really need the spot out of it. A bill is being discussed that would allow police to investigate whether a person using a permit is the beneficiary of the permit. 

March 16, 2012
No Such Thing as a Free Parking Space
While the benefits of market pricing are readily accepted for items like consumer electronics, it’s difficult for people to accept the value of pricing on things they think should be free to the user (i.e. parking, road use, etc.). To adapt Milton Friedman’s famous maxim: there’s so such thing as a free parking space. There are in fact a myriad of problems associated with underpriced and zero-priced goods.

March 16, 2012
Parking Meters Won't Be Put Back On Main Street After Construction 
When downtown Rochester's Main Street gets put back together again after the summer reconstruction project, there will be one thing that won't be back where it started from. The parking meters. "We're doing a little bit of an experiment," said Rochester City Manager Jaymes Vettraino. The $3.3 million Main Street Makeover involves a complete overhaul of downtown from the Clinton River Bridge to the Paint Creek Bridge. 

March 16, 2012
Just Let the Robot Park Your Car for You 
As Menlo Park explores ideas for the El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan, parking continues to be a hot-button issue. Wednesday night, the Menlo Park Transportation Commission decided to entertain an ultra-modern solution to the problem in the form of "robotic parking garages." If that sounds like something out of an episode of Futurama, laugh not - the concept is very real, and already being tried out in a handful of cities across the country.

March 16, 2012
ParkIndy and Streetline Bring Smart Parking Technology to Indianapolis
Streetline, Inc. and ParkIndy, a public-private partnership between the city and Xerox, are now making it easier to find parking in Indianapolis. Using Streetline's sensor-enabled Smart Parking system, Parker(TM), a free smartphone app, motorists can see open parking spaces in real-time, reducing the time and energy spent searching for elusive parking.

March 15, 2012
Poll of Northwest Portland shoppers shows parking problems drop but still remain: Portland City Hall roundup
A newly obtained poll of metro-area residents shows fewer respondents reported problems finding parking in Northwest Portland in 2011 compared with 2000. However, an overwhelming majority of respondents in Clark, Clackamas, Multnomah and Washington counties still said it was difficult to find a spot when heading to the popular neighborhood for dinner, shopping or a movie.

March 15, 2012
Third potential Marlins Park garage tenant surfaces 
A third letter of intent to occupy a space in the approximately 53,000 square feet of retail space at the garages of the new Marlins ballpark has been submitted. The proposal comes weeks after the Miami Parking Authority announced the city was working on drafting leases for two potential tenants.  Latin Corner Sports Bar & Grill would take up about 3,000 square feet.

March 15, 2012
Valet parking companies express concerns about ordinance that would require them to keep keys from drunk patrons
At a Boston City Council hearing today on a proposed ordinance that would require valets to withhold keys from intoxicated drivers, representatives from valet parking and insurance companies voiced concerns that the legislation would raise insurance costs and put valet parking owners at risk for lawsuits. The hearing was requested by Councilor Rob Consalvo, who announced last month that he planned to explore the possibility of a city ordinance to require valet parking companies to deny car keys to restaurant patrons who appear too drunk to drive.

March 15, 2012
Bowser wants halt to new ‘red top’ parking meters
At least one D.C. Council member is displeased with a recent change to how the city treats parking for disabled drivers. Muriel Bowser (D-Ward 4) said Thursday she will introduce an emergency bill, perhaps as soon as next Tuesday, that will for all intents and purposes end the new “red-top” meter program debuted recently by the city transportation department.

March 15, 2012
A Meter So Expensive, It Creates Parking Spots
The maddening quest for street parking is not just a tribulation for drivers, but a trial for cities. As much as a third of the traffic in some areas has been attributed to drivers circling as they hunt for spaces. The wearying tradition takes a toll in lost time, polluted air and, when drivers despair, double-parked cars that clog traffic even more. But San Francisco is trying to shorten the hunt with an ambitious experiment that aims to make sure that there is always at least one empty parking spot available on every block that has meters.

March 15, 2012
Pricing Parking by Demand
San Francisco is trying to make sure there is at least one parking spot available on each block by raising meter rates on its most crowded streets and lowering them on the emptiest ones. Here is a snapshot of how the program has worked on two blocks.

March 15, 2012
Easton looks to raise parking revenue
City officials are studying a plan that consultants say would boost Easton's income from parking fees by 60 percent a year. The parking plan was presented to city council by two consultants from Desman Associates Wednesday night. The consultants predicted that Easton's net income from parking fees would jump by $400,000 a year if their recommendations were followed. In 2011, Easton's net income was almost $672,000.


March 15, 2012
Parking Commission puts off decision to raise meter rates 
The Madison Transit and Parking Commission delayed a decision Wednesday on whether to recommend a rate hike for Parking Utility- operated ramps, lots and street meters. Under the proposal, street meters would go up a quarter an hour, from $1.50 to $1.75. The new multi-space parking meters Downtown that take credit cards, debit cards or coins will only go up a nickel, from $1.70 an hour to $1.75. Meters on the periphery of Downtown, such as Atwood Avenue and Monroe Street, would go from $1 an hour to $1.50.

March 15, 2012
Downtown Business Owners Polarized Regarding Overnight Parking 
Business and property owners in the Center Street area remain split on whether it would be beneficial to allow overnight parking for certain residential properties in the downtown area, but at least now the Parking Authority knows for certain where residents stand.  And it’s not making their decision any easier.

March 15, 2012
Residents Circulate Petition to Stop Paid Parking Proposal 
Some Coastside residents are so upset about the City of Half Moon Bay’s initiative to propose paid parking on Main Street that they’re circulating their own petition against it. “I’m hoping to derail the City Council from voting to put meters on Main Street,” said Charles Hoelzel, who recently drafted up the petition, which is sponsored by the Canada Cove Home Owner Association, a senior community off Miramontes Point Road in Half Moon Bay.

March 15, 2012
Easton Parking Study Recommends Rate Hike 
The days of 50-cent-an-hour metered parking, free street parking on Sundays and complimentary parking for city employees may be numbered. Those things could all go away if Easton City Council acts on the recommendations in a parking study by Desman and Associates. The company is also urging the city to change parking meter hours of operation to 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on weekdays and Saturdays from the current 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., with additional hours of noon to 6 p.m. on Sundays, along with raising the rate to as much as $1 per hour in prime Downtown areas.

March 15, 2012
Volunteers Checking Handicapped Parking Spots In Tulsa
The City of Tulsa has rolled out a new program to crack down on people who park illegally in handicapped spots.
Volunteers will patrol parking lots, spot the vehicles and call police. Officers will respond as they can to issue the tickets. David Armstrong volunteered to help enforce Tulsa's parking laws and now he's out driving, looking for cars in handicapped spaces without the proper permit. They're not hard to find.

March 15, 2012
Residents furious over new Marlins stadium parking rules
Residents near the new Marlins ballpark unleashed their fury and frustration on the city and its major-league club Thursday evening, saying a newly unveiled parking plan for the neighborhood will make their lives miserable.
The plan sets aside a few blocks near the ballpark where area residents can park. But it bans residential parking on many more stretches — to accommodate baseball fans coming to watch a game.

March 14, 2012
House OKs parking garage by Capitol: Bill’s co-sponsor shifts energy from shutting down meters
The sponsor of a bill to disable parking meters around the Idaho Capitol – whose son racked up numerous unpaid parking tickets in that area – now is co-sponsoring a bill that would instead pay to build a $7 million parking garage nearby. The Idaho House approved the bill, which now moves to the Idaho Senate. The state would use savings from refinancing existing state bonds to pay for the multilevel garage.

March 14, 2012
Downtown Los Altos parking to undergo review 
The parking situation in downtown Los Altos is on track to undergo a comprehensive review later this year.
The city council directed City Manager Douglas Schmitz on Tuesday night to develop a request for proposals outlining the scope of a downtown parking plan. Schmitz said he expects to return with a draft for council and public review and comment by April or May.

March 14, 2012
ParkatmyHouse: Ready to rent out your driveway?
A new online service that allows home owners near airports, sports stadiums and movie theaters to rent out parking spots in their driveways is coming to Seattle. ParkatmyHouse, a matchmaking service for drivers and property owners that’s popular in Europe and recently expanded to New York, Boston and D.C., plans to launch its service in Seattle later this month. The company has been signing up property owners for the service, and is tentatively targeting a launch of March 23rd, said chief operating officer Alex Stephany.

March 14, 2012
Valet parking idea in downtown Dayton
We all know what a pain it can be to park in downtown Dayton. Some of the businesses there have a plan to help, if city commissioners approve. A handful of bars and restaurants like "Sidebar" are now contracting with a company to offer valet parking. The service is so rare here, the city doesn't have any rules governing it.

March 14, 2012
Miami Marlins neighbors will get news about new parking plans Thursday
The Miami Parking Authority has a plan to deal with traffic and parking problems at the Miami Marlins’ new ballpark. But the agency tasked with managing neighborhood traffic and the four parking garages that surround the new stadium, won’t divulge how it will solve the complaints until it sits down with residents on Thursday.

March 14, 2012
Parking In Your New Downtown
While final preparations for the March 22 grand opening of City Creek Center are being made, visitors can be assured it has never been easier to access Salt Lake City’s bustling new downtown, with multi-modal transportation options and more parking than has ever been available. In addition to the newly added 5,000 on-site parking spaces at the Center, more than 15,000 additional spots are available in and around the downtown core. There are also ample accommodations for bicycles and the City has recently upgraded the downtown parking meters with new, electronic pay stations that allow for multiple payment methods including coins, debit and credit cards.

March 14, 2012
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Parking Spurs Buyer Interest
Harrisburg (9661MF), the Pennsylvania capital whose insolvency sparked a decision to default on some general-obligation bonds, got inquiries from Morgan Stanley and 13 other companies on buying or leasing its parking system.  A different Morgan Stanley venture may earn a $9.58 billion profit from a 75-year lease of Chicago’s parking facilities, based on documents from the group. Other potential bidders that expressed interest in the Harrisburg operations include financial services firms, parking companies and a pension fund. 

March 13, 2012
San Pedro weighs more user-friendly downtown parking measures 
A proposal to reduce San Pedro's parking meter rates to 50 cents an hour and allow for free or extended parking on Saturdays appears to be gaining traction as a compromise solution to downtown's parking problems.  On Tuesday, the Economic Policy Committee for the San Pedro Chamber of Commerce voted to recommend the rate-cut proposal to the full chamber board at its March 21 meeting.  While sentiment to remove the meters altogether continues to be popular and remains under study by the city, a downtown parking survey presented at Tuesday's committee meeting showed reducing rates had stronger support.



March 13, 2012
Few people parking at new downtown Athens deck
Far fewer drivers than expected are using the new West Washington Street parking deck, creating a shortfall in the Athens Downtown Development Authority’s budget. The ADDA had expected the 540-space deck to bring in $435,000 this year, but the Athens-Clarke Finance Department now projects it will produce just $115,000 in revenue. 

March 13, 2012
Rockland council OKs controversial parking permit plan
After nearly a year of debate, the Rockland City Council approved a permit plan Monday night that supporters say will deal with a tourist-season parking crunch. Critics said, however, that the ordinance approved at the council meeting will only push the problem to other streets. The council voted 4-1 to give final approval to an ordinance that establishes a residential parking permit plan for Granite Street, which runs between Union Street and Broadway. Mayor Brian Harden voted against the plan.

March 13, 2012
Reforms to Parking Minimums on the Table for Many NYC Neighborhoods 
Last month, the New York Times gave some much-deserved attention to the parking reforms working their way through the Department of City Planning. In a pair of articles, real estate reporter Marc Santora revealed how efforts to reform the city’s outdated parking minimums, which promote driving and make housing less affordable, are progressing. (Santora unfortunately made a number of factual errors — misstating the extent of parking maximums in Manhattan, for example.)


