Parking Stories: March 7 – 18, 2013


March 18, 2013
Even more Car2Go cars may be taking up parking spots around town
They're small, but some say Car2Go Smart Cars take up prime parking spots, and the Seattle City Council is considering expanding the program.  There are 330 Car2Go Smart Cars around Seattle.  Members sign up and pay by the minute to take the car wherever they need within certain parts the city and then park it for the next person to use.  Since January, the service has really taken off, and the City Council is talking about issuing the Car2Go company another 150 permits, so as many as 500 of the cars could be moving around town.

March 18, 2013
LTA Extends Use of CCTVs to 30 Locations to Deter Illegal Parking and Improve Traffic Conditions
The Land Transport Authority (LTA) will install Close Circuit Television Cameras (CCTVs) at 30 locations island-wide to deter illegal parking. The CCTVs will be installed progressively from the second quarter of 2013, with all to be completed by 2014. This is part of the Authority’s on-going initiative to use technologies such as enforcement camera systems to optimize resources needed for parking enforcement, and to improve traffic flow.

March 18, 2013
Utility companies to pay for metered parking in downtown Portsmouth
Starting April 1, all commercial vehicles parking in the downtown will be required to pay for parking at the current rate. For the past several years Portsmouth has allowed vehicles belonging to utility companies to park for free in the downtown while performing official maintenance and service operations. In fairness to those commercial enterprises that currently pay to park in the downtown, and the need to make every space count in generating revenue to support parking improvements, the city is ending that practice March 31.

March 18, 2013
Motorists to NYPD: Let us get away with double-parking
Pro-car activists in Williamsburg and Greenpoint are asking cops for the legal greenlight to double-park. North Brooklyn motorists claim police have long looked the other way when drivers double-park on street cleaning days in neighborhoods such as Park Slope, Boerum Hill, and Bushwick — but often ticket motorists in Williamsburg and Greenpoint for the same vehicular transgression.

March 18, 2013
Can You Find a Downtown Parking Spot, and Are You Willing to Pay? 
The city of Rochester is developing a Parking Strategy and needs its residents and neighbors to help. How would you characterize your ability to find a parking spot downtown during a special event? What is the average length of time you park on a typically visit to downtown Rochester? Do you know there are posted time limits for public parking in downtown Rochester?

March 18, 2013
DOT Reduces Alt. Side Parking Rules In Washington Heights
For the next few weeks, drivers in parts of Washington Heights can ignore the alternate side signs.  The Department of Transportation is phasing in new rules in the neighborhood that will reduce the number of times per week cars have to be moved. While signs are being changed over, the street cleaning rules are suspended entirely. 

March 18, 2013
Syracuse considers hiring private contractor to boot parking scofflaws
Parking scofflaws, beware. Syracuse officials are poised to jump-start the city’s 5-year-old booting program by letting a private company take over the job of immobilizing vehicles that have unpaid tickets. The private contractor, PayLock, of Somerville, N.J., says it can boot up to 3,000 cars a year in Syracuse, more than double what city police have done in recent years. Motorists pay an average of $476 in fines to get the boot removed. 

March 18, 2013
Baseball fans pay $7 hour parking near AT&T Park
World Baseball Classic fans parking near AT&T Park were the first to pay the new meter premium near the park. 
The rate is now $7 an hour, instead of the usual $5 during special events -- part of a new San Francisco program. Special events like the World Baseball Classic and all Giants home games will bring the new higher hourly rate. Some drivers think it's a rip-off.

March 17, 2013
Just in the nick of time for St. Patrick’s Day, McGinn reminds city of ‘liquor sticker’
Use of Seattle’s pre-paid parking program to prevent drunk driving, sometimes referred to as the “liquor sticker,” has continued to increase, said Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn at a press conference last Wednesday at Spitfire, a sports bar in Belltown. “We launched the pre-paid parking program in April, 2011 and when we did that we had 600 purchases in that month for pre-paid parking,” said McGinn. 

March 17, 2013
City Workers’ Free-Parking ‘Secret’
If you want to avoid a parking ticket in the city, the surest way is to park in front of the police station. Or across the street. The two dozen meters on Arcand Drive serve as an unofficial ticket-free zone for city employees who park personal vehicles for up to a full workday without feeding the meter. While city parking-enforcement officers are nowhere to be seen on Arcand Drive, taxpayers are potentially stiffed more than $1,000 a week from parking meter revenue that could be generated, not including money from parking tickets not issued. 

March 17, 2013
Parking meters may be moved to bring in more revenue
Some parking meters may be strategically relocated as officials said the city is not realizing the benefit it was promised when it first installed them in 2010. It is a move Planning and Economic Development Commissioner William Dunne has been looking into as he said the city was told it would realize over $450,000 in meter revenue annually after a 2009 parking study.

March 17, 2013
West Chester Surveys Parking Opinions
A recent survey that sought public opinion of parking in the borough revealed areas the borough can improve while confirming current problems and strengths to the borough’s system. The study was commissioned by the borough and supported by West Chester University’s College of Business and Public Affairs Dean’s Office; the Center for Social and Economic Policy Research; and “Fig West Chester,” a business-lifestyle magazine focusing on the borough. 

March 16, 2013
Backlash over proposed on-street parking charges
LIB DEM opposition councillors were furious when a 1,790-strong petition against on-street parking charges in Newbury was shot down.  Councillors demanded answers from West Berkshire Council's Tories last week after finding the £30,000 projected income from the scheme was already in the budget - even though the consultation had only finished two working days earlier. 

March 16, 2013
City takes parking in-house as of Monday
Four new bylaw officers will be on the job Monday as the City of Nanaimo officially brings downtown parking enforcement in-house. Councillors formally approved appointing the new members last week, who will be in uniform and out in force next week. The new city staffers have been undergoing training for the past two weeks, and will work from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. in the downtown area. 

March 16, 2013
Parking ban costly for some Edmonton drivers
Hundreds of unwary drivers are facing $50 tickets after a seasonal parking ban kicked in at 7 a.m. Friday. The ban, meant to make life easier for crews clearing snow from bus routes, was worse for those whose vehicles were towed. They will have to fork over at least $200 at the impound lot. As of Friday afternoon, 236 tickets had been issued and 17 vehicles had been towed from bus routes marked with seasonal-parking-ban signs, a city official said.

March 15, 2013
Car2Go and Paid Parking: A Love Affair
I had to run a couple of errands on my way downtown recently, so I walked a couple of blocks from my house and grabbed a Car2go.  As I entered downtown and started hunting for a legal parking spot to ditch the car, it occurred to me how Car2go and paid parking are, as they say, two great tastes that go great together. Paid parking, in an ideal Shoup-ian world, is priced so that some percentage of on-street spaces is always free. 

March 15, 2013
Hackensack parking study approved; new regulations to be instated
The City Council accepted a downtown parking system review report and has passed a resolution adopting the recommendations contained within on March 5, according to city officials. The city council accepted a parking study report conducted by Bier Associates. The report provides recommendations as to how Hackensack can improve and optimize their parking system to support the Main Street Rehabilitation area. 

March 15, 2013
Court battle over restraining order on parking plan
A judge is considering whether to allow voters a chance to decide on a controversial proposal to lease Cincinnati's parking operations and enforcement. Opponents of the plan said the city called the lease deal an emergency ordinance in an attempt to circumvent a planned referendum by opponents.  Attorneys said the city did not follow a state law allowing an ordinance to be exempt from referendum.  

March 15, 2013
Palo Alto considering new public parking garage
Palo Alto's City Council will consider several options to the city's parking problems at a Monday meeting, and one of those is a partnership with developer Charles "Chop" Keenan to put a parking garage on Hamilton Ave. According to Palo Alto Online, the options include "more spots for permit holders at two city garages, a valet program at another garage, parking restrictions in residential neighborhoods and a new parking structure."

March 15, 2013
An app and a trolley: How parking in Hillcrest just got easier
Everybody loves Hillcrest but one of the chief complaints that business owners, neighborhood groups and community leaders in the area hear is about a lack of parking - whether it be perceived or real. On Thursday, the Hillcrest Business Association (HBA) and Uptown Community Parking District hosted a high-profile launch of ParkHillcrest, a program that has been created to make parking and getting around the neighborhood easier. 

March 15, 2013
Ballardites explore possibility of Restricted Parking Zones
At the March 14 Central Ballard Residents Association, Ballardites expressed concerns about parking and explored with SDOT officials Ruth Harper and Margo Polley the possibility of Restricted Parking Zones (RPZs). What are RPZs? It's a program that is used to ease congestion in residential neighborhoods, essentially to keep outsiders from taking parking spots in front of houses and apartments. Currently, RPZs are in 31 neighborhoods, with the most known example perhaps being the Capitol Hill neighborhood. You can learn more about RPZs here. 


March 15, 2013
Freakonomics Radio: Parking Is Hell
Our friends at Freakonomics Radio take on the perennial puzzle of automotive life: where to put your car when it’s not moving. The average car spends about 95 percent of it’s life stationary. Give a listen. (You can subscribe at iTunes, get the RSS feed, or listen via the media player above. You can also read the transcript below; it includes credits for the music you’ll hear in the episode.)

March 15, 2013
Parking Help, Pocket-Size
On the Upper East Side, an Israeli start-up is showing off what it thinks will be the future for local drivers, a process it gives the oxymoronic name “mobile parking.” The company, Pango, recently introduced a smartphone application to manage the parking process. After setting up an account, you can drop your car off with an attendant and keep track of what it is costing you on your phone. 

March 14, 2013
Some would pay more under Emanuel parking plan
Parking in a Chicago garage or lot will be more costly for drivers who pay premium rates, but those who find deals would pay less under a measure Mayor Rahm Emanuel proposed Wednesday. The idea is to switch city parking taxes from a complicated escalating fee to a percentage-based system. The daily weekday city tax for parking in a Chicago lot or garage is $5 if the garage fee is $12 or more. 

March 14, 2013
Parking in DC: Sign Language
If you drive a car in the District of Columbia, eventually you’re going to have to find a place to park it. As a longtime DC resident I have learned when and where I can and cannot park. I know where hidden spaces are located and the best times to park in them. I have also come to know other less than legal spots, and relish in their convenience to risk of ticket ratio. 

March 14, 2013
Downtown parking system improvements on their way
The Reno City Council approved sending a 120-day Notice of Termination to Curb System to correct the deficiencies in the downtown parking system. With the Notice and per the original agreement, Curb System has 120 calendar days from receipt of the Notice to cure and modify the issues with the parking system. After the expiration of 120-days, a report will be presented to Council for determination of whether deficiencies have been corrected.

March 14, 2013
Park Beaufort looks toward improvements to parking meters downtown
Three years into a five-year contract to manage the city of Beaufort's downtown parking, Lanier Parking Services officials say they're making money, enforcing violations and planning for better technology. Lanier Parking, known locally as Park Beaufort, told City Council this week that its net revenue dipped just more than 6 percent in the past year, from $163,000 from July 2010 to June 2011 to $152,000 in the same period of 2011-12.

March 14, 2013
Uptown Newport presentation zeros in on parking
If there's one thing a majority of Newport Beach residents are concerned with, it's where to park in a busy landscape. Or, as voiced by one resident during Speak Up Newport's forum Wednesday on Uptown Newport — a planned high-density residential and commercial development near John Wayne Airport — it's a desire to not be "overrun" and made to "look like New York City."




March 14, 2013
BMW expands parking service
BMW is expanding the capabilities of its ParkNow urban parking service. BMW i Ventures, which invests in e-mobility, navigation, parking, and carsharing ventures, announced a partnership with NOW! Innovations, which has developed a flexible billing and payment platform for parking services. “The current scope of our ParkNow service is off-street parking. 

March 13, 2013
Mayor updates public on pre-paid parking program, announces road safety emphasis patrols
Today Mayor Mike McGinn, the Seattle Police Department and the Seattle Department of Transportation updated the public on the mayor's pre-paid parking program and road safety emphasis patrol efforts in advance of St. Patrick's Day celebrations this weekend. "When it comes to our road safety efforts, we are taking an 'all-of-the-above' approach," said McGinn. 

March 13, 2013
SPD: Usage of overnight parking option on the rise
The city’s overnight parking meters have proven to be a big success since being introduced nearly two years ago, according to Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn and the Seattle Police Department. The mayor’s office says drivers have opted to park overnight more than 45,000 times since the option was introduced in April 2011, and usage continues to climb. Seattle Police Captain Mike Nolan believes the numbers are an indication that the meters are helping prevent impaired driving.

March 13, 2013
Prepaid stickers hard to spot on parking meters
have been placed on every parking meter throughout the city of Seattle for a program to let drivers know they don’t have to drive home drunk, but some people are having a hard time spotting them. The stickers have been called “liquor stickers,” and they tell drivers they can prepay for two hours of parking the next morning so they don’t have to risk driving home drunk.

March 13, 2013
Freakonomics Radio: Parking Is Hell 
There ain't no such thing as a free parking spot. Somebody has to pay for it -- and that somebody is everybody.

March 13, 2013
Making Difficult Customers Happy
Many parking professionals have found that some customers are, well, difficult. Sometimes it’s an individual who’s found an unauthorized car in his or her space. Sometimes it’s a corporate customer who isn’t happy with leasing arrangements for his or her employees. Monika Jansen, writing in Grow SmartBiz offers five ways to turn difficult customers into marketing success stories. While I’m sure she wasn’t thinking about the parking business, I also think her five points are ones we should think about.

March 13, 2013
Transportation Committee Approves Car2Go Expansion
On Tuesday the Seattle City Council Transportation Committee (Rasmussen, Harrell, Godden) approved Car2Go’s request for expansion. (See Car2Go’s letter to the council here.) In his testimony to the council, Car2Go’s Walter Rosencranz specifically cited the influence of social media and ‘local blogs’ in making requests to expand the service area.  In its first 90 days, Car2Go  has enrolled 18,000 Seattle members, triple the number typically seen in other cities during that time.





March 13, 2013
Mayor`s Media Availability: Pre-Paid Parking
Mayor McGinn, the Seattle Police Department and the Seattle Department of Transportation updated the public on the mayor`s pre-paid parking program and road safety emphasis patrol efforts in advance of St. Patrick`s Day celebrations this weekend.

March 13, 2013
Parking Expert: Underpriced Parking Permits Won’t Curb Cruising for Spots 
A lot of traffic in the northeast Mission consists of drivers cruising for parking spots. Motorists in the area circle for an average of 27 minutes in search of a free spot, according to the SF Municipal Transportation Agency, which has held community outreach meetings in recent months to develop a plan for new parking meters and permit restrictions to curb excess traffic in the neighborhood. 

March 13, 2013
Solar Pay-and-Display Parking Stations On the Way 
"Keep the change" is a fitting slogan for the city's new fleet of solar pay-and-display pay stations, which are on order. In February the city awarded the bid for parking pay stations to CALE America, out of Tampa, Fla., which was the low bidder of the seven bids received, coming in at $27,200 for the first seven machines. The pay stations will accept cash or credit cards.

March 13, 2013
Gov. vetoes disabled parking placard fee
Republican Gov. Susana Martinez has vetoed a proposed fee for parking placards for the disabled. The state currently provides the placards at no cost but the legislation would have imposed a $5 fee. Part of the money from the fee would have supported the Governor’s Commission on Disability and its programs. Some money would have helped cover the state’s cost of administering the placards, which allow people with disabilities to use designated parking places. 

March 13, 2013
Can’t find parking in Montpelier? You’re not alone …
Parking is a problem in Montpelier. Not only for the usual Statehouse crowd — 180 lawmakers and the 400 lobbyists and advocates who swarm the nation’s smallest state capital — but also for state employees, visitors, renters, and business owners who are trying to attract customers to their retail shops, restaurants and hotels. State and local officials say parking has been a perennial issue in the state capital for decades, but this year things have come to a head.

March 13, 2013
Car Lobby Predictably Complains About Parking Tickets
It's as predictable as the change of the seasons: around this time every year the American Automobile Association publishes statistics the number of tickets D.C. handed out the year prior. In 2012 it was close to 1.9 million tickets, down slightly from the year prior.  The numbers aren't merely put out there for their informational value; AAA usually uses them as a means to complain about the city's ongoing "war on cars." 

March 13, 2013
Fines possible in electric vehicle parking spots
The Washington state Senate is looking to fine drivers who improperly park in spaces reserved for electric vehicles.
Senators widely approved a $124 penalty for those who take up parking spots clearly marked for electric vehicles. Senate Majority Leader Rodney Tom says those spots are critical for electric cars, which need to have the ability to get to recharging stations.




March 13, 2013
Mission Quickly Becoming a Free Parking Lot For Shuttle Commuters
Google and other corporate shuttles have been disrupting life in the Mission, SOMA, and other neighborhoods easily accessible by the 101 for some time now.  But, despite the oft-repeated claim that they help reduce congestion, pollution, and allow employees to go car-free, it's being found that they're just displacing the congestion from the highways and moving it into our neighborhoods. 

March 12, 2013
Car Sharing, Transit and Bike Access Could Render D.C.’s Parking Minimums Moot
Downsizing parking is necessary to reduce car dependency in D.C., says one real estate expert. Chris Leinberger, a George Washington University professor and advocate of new urbanism, says D.C. planners’ proposal to eliminate mandatory parking space minimums at new development in transit-rich corridors or downtown D.C. is forward-thinking.

March 12, 2013
Car2Go West Seattle expansion: The map, and the 1st vote
We’ve had an inquiry out for a while to Car2Go, asking for more details of their West Seattle expansion plans. Though they haven’t replied, we do have some new info thanks to the agenda for today’s City Council Transportation Committee meeting, which included their proposed map – here’s how West Seattle looks on it.

March 12, 2013
Lincoln doubles parking meter rates to $1 an hour
It costs more to park in Lincoln’s metered spaces. The hourly rate doubled to $1 an hour Monday. Scott Vrbka of the city’s Parking Services said all 1,300 new credit card meters have been installed. He also said about 1,000 older meters had to be changed by hand.  The new meters take debit and Visa and Mastercard credit cards. Parkers must buy a minimum of one hour.

March 12, 2013
Chillicothe officials seek feedback on downtown parking plan
City leaders decided not to take action Monday on an ordinance that calls for the removal of 47 parking spaces along Main Street as part of an Ohio Department of Transportation project slated to begin this summer. City officials postponed the decision, they said, because they want to give the public a chance to weigh in on the matter.

March 12, 2013
Board Puts Parking Meter Vote in Neutral 
Village officials opted Monday night to forgo voting on a measure to change a parking policy that had been the topic of much debate one week prior in Village Hall, deciding instead to run some ideas by the village's Parking Committee before considering a change. Last Monday members of the village restaurant and bar industry showed up at a Village Board meeting to express their disapproval with a new policy – suggested by the Parking Committee and subsequently adopted by the Village Board in February – that will require village visitors to pay for parking between the hours of 10 p.m. and midnight, a two-hour extension of previous policy.

March 12, 2013
Fix for Harbor Parking Woes?
With rust crusting the outside, parking permits fading on the windshield, and yellowed stacks of newspapers from the 1980s easily visible through the back window, the gray-green Volkswagen bus decomposing down in the Santa Barbara Harbor’s main lot has surely seen its share of good times, and most of them were likely within a few feet of where it sits today.




March 12, 2013
Ferndale keeping free parking while new pay stations on order
Ferndale City Council voted Monday night to implement a new parking policy on March 25th.  Parking has been free in the city for the last few weeks because of complaints over new pay stations and rates. Some rates had doubled in prime parking locations. Some residents were also upset because there weren't enough pay stations available and they had to wait in line to pay.

March 12, 2013
Portland one step closer to parking rezoning
A new recommendation for Portland's rules on apartment parking has been passed by the Portland Bureau of Planning and Sustainability. On Tuesday afternoon the Portland Planning and Sustainability Committee voted 7 to 1 to pass recommendations for parking at multi-unit apartment homes. The rule requires one parking place for every four units. 

March 12, 2013
Ferndale: Free Parking Extended While Tweaking New Pay Stations
Ferndale has extended free parking through March 25th after complaints about the new pay stations that replaced parking meters earlier this year. Mayor Dave Coulter says they’ve ordered more pay stations to cut down on the long lines. And the parking rates will be going back down. “When we go live on March 25, we are going to have the old original rates — one thing we also realized, we don’t know exactly how much revenue this system will generate, so we’re going to give it some time and find out just what kind of revenue we’re collecting.”

March 12, 2013
Cincinnati's parking deal will generate $570M in revenue
A lease of the city of Cincinnati’s parking system will generate more than a half-billion dollars in revenue over 40 years, with roughly half going to the city. The lease of Cincinnati’s parking meters, lots and garages to the Port Authority is estimated to yield a total of $570.7 million, according to the city’s financial consultant. Tim Carden, a managing partner with Public Financial Management (PFM), provided the data Tuesday in response to questions posed by WCPO Digital last week.

March 12, 2013
A solution for Mission District parking
It's 8:30 a.m. on a Wednesday, and all over San Francisco's northeast Mission District, people are arriving for work. But most of the people driving into the neighborhood aren't going to work in the Mission. They are commuting here, parking their cars for the day, and then biking, walking or hopping on a private shuttle bus to their jobs. For them, the Mission is their free public parking lot.

March 12, 2013
Parking Made Easy
Fenway Park is a popular place. More than three million people go to the ballpark each year, and for many of them, the toughest challenge they will see is finding a place to park. It was that aggravation that compelled Aashish Dalal and Jon Thornton (ENG’06) to develop ParkWhiz.com, an online parking spot reservation service that today has access to parking spaces at more than 125 venues across the nation. 

March 11, 2013
Pay-by-phone parking company launches in New York City
In these technological times where there seems to be an app for everything, parking meters can seem decidedly old fashioned. How often do we even carry change around these days? Happily, New Yorkers are getting a new pay-by-phone parking option. Pango is an app-based service that allows users to pay for street, gated, valet, event, and fleet-based services by phone. 



March 11, 2013
Great Falls offering parking paid by phone app 
The city of Great Falls plans a three-month pilot program that would allow people parking in the downtown area to pay for time on parking meters with an app on their mobile phones. The Great Falls Tribune reported that Passport Parking will be available on the city's most-used meters on Central Avenue beginning Thursday. Wendy Thomas is deputy director of the city's department of Planning and Community Development. 

March 11, 2013
Board to Consider Extending Parking Limit for Food Trucks 
Food trucks in Arlington would be allowed to remain in one spot for up to two hours, under an ordinance change set for County Board consideration this Saturday. Under the current ordinance, known as Chapter 30, food trucks are only allowed to remain parked for up to one hour. After that, they must move — but the current ordinance is vague and doesn’t specifically say how far they must move. 

March 11, 2013
District rakes in $92 million from parking tickets
In a city that routinely deals in billions and trillions of dollars, $92 million might sound like a trifle but for the way it was extracted: one parking ticket at a time. Almost 1.9 million parking tickets were issued in the District in fiscal 2012, according to data that AAA obtained through a Freedom of Information Act request. Though that amounted to about 125,000 fewer tickets than the year before, more people who received them paid the fines, so the bottom line of $92 million in revenue remained the same as in fiscal 2011.

March 11, 2013
Red Light Cameras to Spot Parking Violators? City Asks Bidders For Details
Could red light cameras be used to give out parking tickets, too? The City of Chicago, while searching for a new vendor to operate its controversial Red Light Camera program, is asking bidders for ideas on how else to use the cameras, including spotting parking violators. The city insists it's just asking at this point and has no plans to use the red light cameras to ticket drivers for anything other than running red lights.

March 11, 2013
Burlington considers easing off-street parking rules
A proposal to eliminate off-street parking requirements for new development in Burlington’s downtown advanced Monday night with a unanimous City Council vote to move the zoning change to the Ordinance Committee. The proposal to amend that city zoning bylaw also has the unanimous approval of the Planning Commission.

March 10, 2013
Should D.C. Leave Parking to Developers?
The District of Columbia is considering letting developers decide how much parking to build, and Matthew Iglesias takes issue with AAA's opposition to the plan. "Parking spaces are useful, but land is scarce. Markets aren't good at everything, but balancing the supply of land with the demand for parking spaces is exactly the sort of thing they're much better at than top-down regulations," writes Iglesias, who believes that AAA is citing misleading statistics in their "totally insane" argument. 

March 10, 2013
Parking lease opponents to petition
The battle over a hotly contested Cincinnati parking lease agreement will continue at 2 p.m. today at Oakley Square. That’s where an opposition group will petition to end the lease. Pete Witte, a West Side activist against the parking proposal, will distribute petitions to attendees of his press conference at Oakley Square. “Anyone interested can get forms, go to their respective communities and start collecting signatures,” Witte said.




March 10, 2013
Town of Ulster moves ahead with parking permit plan
The Town Board will hold a public hearing later this month on proposed regulations intended to keep people visiting the Ulster County Business Resource Center from parking their vehicles in front of homes on nearby side  streets. The hearing will be at 7:10 p.m. March 21 in the Ulster Town Hall. The Business Resource Center is on Ulster Avenue, just south of Stahlman Place, and has a parking lot. 

March 10, 2013
Move begins to get parking on ballot
Opponents of Cincinnati’s controversial plan to lease its parking system have begun taking their case to the court of public opinion. On Sunday, the Coalition Opposed to Additional Spending and Taxes (COAST) and Councilman Chris Smitherman launched a petition drive to put the issue on the November ballot. They hope to collect 20,000 signatures – far more than the 7,500 actually needed – by midnight Thursday to demonstrate public opposition to the parking plan.

March 9, 2013
Judge: State court must hear city parking lawsuit
A federal judge ruled Friday that the lawsuit aimed at giving Cincinnati residents a vote on a controversial parking lease deal must be heard in state court. That’s a victory for residents represented by attorneys Curt Hartman and Chris Finney, who won a temporary restraining order Wednesday preventing the city from signing the parking lease. But city of Cincinnati lawyers got the case moved to federal court because the original complaint included a claim based on a federal civil rights voting act.

March 9, 2013
Parking Ticket Amnesty Month Coming Up In L.I. Town
April is parking ticket amnesty month in the Long Island town of Huntington. As WCBS 880’s Sophia Hall reported, there are people out there, even going back to 2005, who have not paid their parking tickets in Huntington. Town Supervisor Frank Petrone said some might just have forgotten, while others did not want to pay. But for one month in April, the town will allow those with outstanding tickets to pay 60 percent of the total owed. 

March 9, 2013
Fuel-efficient, sense-deficient: Who are the special parking spots really for?
When the Human Health Building opened on campus, like many of you I was baffled. When I went to park near the building, I was confronted with a sign that read, “FUEL –EFFICIENT VEHICLE PARKING ONLY.” What does this mean?
If a vehicle moves and burns fuel, it’s fuel-efficient. This is why we have the “miles per gallon” standard. How many miles did a car travel? How much fuel did it burn? 

March 8, 2013
Parking and Gardening
Ahh springtime! Trees are budding (at least here in Arizona), the orange trees are getting full, and soon the excitement of Cactus League Baseball will be upon us. I am once again filled with renewed optimism and recently took stock of the broad strokes of progress being made in our industry. In the March issue of The Parking Professional magazine, I reflect on an unlikely combination of topics: parking and gardening. 

March 8, 2013
Scranton still working on parking-meter management bids
Scranton still has not issued requests for proposals from firms seeking to manage the city's parking meters, council President Janet Evans said during council's meeting Thursday. A proposed five-year meter-management agreement with private firm Standard Parking that council tabled Feb. 7 erroneously stated the contract had been bid upon when it never was, officials have said. 



March 8, 2013
Opponents of city plan seek ballot issue in November
Opponents of Cincinnati’s parking plan are already printing petitions to put the measure before voters in November and plan to start collecting signatures Sunday. They’re going ahead even as they and the city wait for a federal judge’s decision on whether the parking lease approved by City Council on Wednesday was done properly. Opponents, including mayoral candidate John Cranley, claim the city added an emergency clause to the lease to take the issue away from voters. Emergency clauses make legislation not subject to referendum.

March 8, 2013
Hackensack looks to overhaul parking
The City Council will consider raising parking fees, installing electronic meters and creating a parking utility — all recommendations made in a new parking study. City officials are looking for ways to make downtown parking easier for visitors and businesses as it carries out a rehabilitation plan in the area. The study, by New Brunswick-based consultant Bier Associates, was adopted Tuesday as a blueprint for improvements.

March 8, 2013
South Pasadena eases parking space rules to spur commercial business growth
Hoping to spur economic development, the South Pasadena City Council on Wednesday approved an ordinance that will require fewer parking spaces for commercial properties. Effective April 5, the amendments -- which deal with offices, banks, research and development uses, warehouse centers and storage facilities -- will bring several non-conforming buildings into compliance with the goal of revitalizing the city's commercial districts.

March 8, 2013
Looser parking rules are no threat to D.C.
Apparently, a major threat to the District looms on the horizon. “This is a very dangerous proposal,” the warning recently went out. “We think it threatens the future of Washington.” Terrorists? Hurricanes? Flooding from climate change? Sequestration? Meteors? Nonexistent snow? A paucity of decent bagel shops? No, the threat is that the District might get out of the business of micromanaging the size of apartment-building parking garages. Run for cover! 

March 7, 2013
Council members challenge fairness of late parking fees in neighborhoods
At Gilda’s Club on Seattle’s Capitol Hill, the cancer support organization has seen attendance at its groups and lectures drop by about 40 percent since the city extended paid parking hours to 8 p.m. last year. Cancer patients and their families used to park for free after 6 p.m. around the building at Broadway and East Union. Now it costs $4 an hour to park on the street.

March 7, 2013
Lowertown's parking challenge
This map sparked a few disparaging tweets, including a small #twitterwar with a City Council member. As it turns out, people get riled up about parking. It is as if they feel they are entitled to parking and the benefits thereafter.
These blue spaces (above) represent off-street surface parking lots and parking garages; but do not highlight on-street or underground parking. Also, they represent only, to the best of my knowledge, available public parking. 

March 7, 2013
Parking Changes for Harbor?
Proposed changes to parking permits in the Santa Barbara Harbor have some live-aboard residents and boat-related businesspeople fearful for an overly onerous future, as they say that the 72-hour limits being discussed would make it more difficult to work in an already complicated area and cause problems for folks who wanted to go on extended sailing trips. 



March 7, 2013
City to study downtown parking
Mayor Mark Boughton wants to study the parking conditions in the city's downtown, he told stakeholders this week. Such a study was suggested by the Danbury Renaissance Task Force more than two years ago. Boughton said Thursday he hopes to seek a consultant for the project within the next six months. He discussed the plan during CityCenter's annual property owners meeting Wednesday evening at Two Steps Downtown Bar and Grille.

March 7, 2013
Cooperstown looking at parking meters for additional revenue
The Village of Cooperstown is taking control of its own financial destiny and the mayor hopes to have paid parking along the main drag by springtime.  Mayor Jeff Katz says the village is currently looking at a prospective parking meter model that will take quarters, dollar bills and credit cards. The move is to help the village generate more income from its many visitors. He says that of the $30 million in county sales tax that is generated in Otsego County, Cooperstown only receives one percent. 

March 7, 2013
Ferndale DDA Recommends Rollback of Parking Rates, Hours
The Ferndale Downtown Development Authority announced Thursday that it will urge Ferndale City Council next week to roll back increased parking rates and expanded hours of enforcement. The DDA will present its recommendation at council’s Monday, March 11 meeting. Ferndale implemented new pay stations and parking rates in late January, and since then some residents have expressed frustrations about using the new system.

