Parking Stories: January 3 – 10, 2013


January 10, 2013
Parking Career Day
Do you sometimes find it difficult to explain to people what you do as a parking professional or even what the parking industry is? Try explaining it to a bunch of middle school students. Better yet, try explaining it to them after they’ve had a chance to sit in of a firetruck and talk about what firefighters do all day. That’s exactly what I had to do a few weeks ago and let me tell you something: if you can sell the parking industry to a room full of 12-year-olds, you can sell it to anybody.

January 10, 2013
Road Warrior: NYC's simpler parking signs not simple enough
If you've ever tried to decipher New York City's no-parking signs, you might have arrived at the same conclusion that once tripped up Jane Abraham even though she was accompanied by two attorneys and two Ph.D.s. "We all checked the confusing signs several times and were convinced we struck gold," said the Teaneck reader.
But gold turned to coal when they found an $80 demand for tribute on their windshield a few hours later.

January 10, 2013
Dormont revises handicapped parking
Those seeking reserved handicapped-accessible parking spaces on residential streets in Dormont will now have a clearer procedure to follow. Dormont council approved a policy Monday that consolidates two previous guidelines on the matter. "Despite these two written documents, the borough's implementation does not in many ways match what they say," Jeffrey Naftal, borough manager, wrote in a memorandum to council and Mayor Thomas Lloyd. The new policy is intended to explain the process to residents.

January 10, 2013
Scranton parking meters to get credit-card payment option
Along with taking coins, parking meters in downtown Scranton may soon be able to accept credit cards for payment, officials said. The city is preparing to lease its on-street parking meters to a private firm, Central Parking Systems, that would operate and manage the meters, Mayor Chris Doherty said. Central Parking is the same outside firm that was hired last year by a court-appointed receiver to operate the Scranton Parking Authority's five parking garages. 

January 10, 2013
Palo Altans cry out for parking relief
The Newell Road bridge that links Palo Alto and East Palo Alto found itself at the center of another controversy Wednesday night. A dozen residents of Edgewood Drive in Palo Alto pleaded with the city's Planning and Transportation Commission to do something about the recent influx of East Palo Alto residents who are using the span to park their cars along Edgewood and Newell in Palo Alto. "There's nowhere for residents to park," Angie Ball said. "There's nowhere for residents' friends to park."

January 10, 2013
Mobile Parking Service Streetline Grabs $25M From True Ventures, Qualcomm, Citi
Parking may seem like one of the most low-tech services. But entrepreneurs are looking to address that with new mobile technology. Startup Streetline has raised $25 million in Series C financing led by True Ventures with new investors Qualcomm Ventures and Citi. Existing investors Sutter Hill Ventures, RockPort Capital Partners and Fontinalis Partners also participated. The Foster City, Calif. company provides sensors that are installed in parking spaces that are used by consumers to see which streets have open parking spaces.



January 9, 2013
San Jose Pilot Program to Allow Restaurants to Replace Street Parking With Parklets
Taking a cue from San Francisco, the San Jose City Council today unanimously started a pilot program allowing some restaurants to replace street parking spaces with raised "curb cafes" so patrons can sit outside. The one-year pilot program will authorize up to five eateries to install curb-level platforms to widen the sidewalk for things like tables, chairs, bike parking and plants, city officials said. "Residents and businesses have long asked us to find better ways to exploit San Jose's uniquely ideal weather, to bring restaurants, cafes, vendors, and gathering places out into the sunshine," Councilman Sam Liccardo said in a statement. 

January 9, 2013
Belmont Police remind residents of overnight parking rules
The Belmont Police are reminding residents that parking for more than one hour between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. is prohibited on all public and private ways in town.  The reminder is not due to an uptick in illegal parking, according to Assistant Chief James MacIsaac, but is something that police periodically publicize so that people who are new to town are aware of.  A full list of the town’s bylaws, including parking and vehicle laws under article 21, can be found here. 

January 9, 2013
City To Turn 12,000 Old Parking Meters Into Bike Racks
The last single-space parking meter in Manhattan was taken out of service in 2011, but don't expect those poles to go *poof* anytime soon. Instead of ripping out and selling all that galvanized iron, the Department of Transportation has bigger plans for those metal rods (the meters on top they are less interested in): More bike racks! Since 2011 the DOT has been experimenting with turning old parking meters into bike racks—200 of them already grace Brooklyn, Manhattan and Queens. 

January 9, 2013
Aurora looking to eliminate downtown parking meters
Meters are about to become a thing of the past in downtown Aurora as officials explore other ways to control parking. Aldermen who have expressed interest in removing meters from downtown streets on Tuesday discussed a parking management system that could be implemented instead. The system divides downtown into color-coded zones allowing free parking for 90 minutes or two, three, six or 10 hours. It would come with higher costs for monthly permits and higher fines for those caught in one spot longer than allowed as the city looks to account for the likely loss of revenue from meters.

January 9, 2013
Albany permit parking system to start Tuesday
After several delays, the city's long-planned residential parking permit system will go into effect Tuesday.
The system will cover three zones within three-quarters of a mile of the Empire State Plaza, restricting anyone who does not have a permit from parking in those zones for longer than two hours between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Monday through Friday. Violators will pay a $50 fine and a $15 surcharge, police said.

January 9, 2013
Collaboration group hears from city staff on parking issues
In the continuing effort to unravel issues of parking and traffic related to Oregon State University’s growth, the questions still outnumber the answers. Tuesday night the parking and traffic workgroup of the Collaboration Corvallis project between OSU and the city brought in high-level city staff to participate in a meeting at the Osborn Aquatic Center. Police Chief Jon Sassaman, Public Works Director Mary Steckel, Finance Director Nancy Brewer and Community Development Director Ken Gibb added their expertise to the pool of knowledge and answered questions forwarded to them by the workgroup.




January 9, 2013
NYC DOT Prepares for 12,000 Parking Meter-to-Bike Rack Conversions 
The Post reported some good news this morning: NYC DOT has contracted with Louis Barbato Landscaping to make 12,000 bike racks that can be affixed to defunct single-space parking meter poles. A few years ago, when DOT started phasing out single-space meters en masse and replacing them with Muni meters, it seemed like there was no plan to replace these de facto bike parking spaces. But since DOT has been quick on its feet to repurpose the old meters, thousands of them are going to be upgraded into bike racks.

January 9, 2013
Easton outlines sweeping changes in parking system
New meters, new hours, new ways to pay are all coming to Easton in the months ahead. City administrator Glenn Steckman outlined the rollout of sweeping changes to the city's parking system before City Council on Wednesday night, noting that the move to new technology and longer hours will be a slow transition. "This is a big job," Steckman said. Council adopted new parking rules last month, and the new ordinance can go into effect as early as Jan. 11. 

January 8, 2013
More Seattle Churches to Offer “Safe Parking” for Homeless 
On Sunday nights, you can find Graham Pruss under the Ballard Bridge, serving up a hot meal. A recent menu included ham and potato soup, locally baked bread and apple cobbler. He calls this weekly dinner a bridge to connect with people who live in their cars. They’re often referred to as car campers or mobile homeless but Pruss prefers the term ‘vehicle residents’. Pruss is one of many homeless advocates who’s pushed Seattle to provide more services to this group of people.

January 8, 2013
Should Parking Be Taxed to Fund Bike Paths?
Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick is expected to introduce in the coming days his plan for shoring up transit and road funding in the Commonwealth. His former transportation director has been offering some ideas too.  
James Aloisi, who served as Massachusetts Transportation Secretary in 2009 for less than a year, recently wrote a three-part-series outlining his thoughts on how the state can help fund transportation projects, and in particular, end the massive shortfalls facing the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority. 

January 8, 2013
Some Tips to Help SF Weekly Get Over the Free Parking Obsession 
The folks at SF Weekly seem really upset about the end of free car parking on Sundays. The shock is apparently severe enough that Erin Sherbert put up a post yesterday directing readers to sign the petition demanding an absolute end to the SF Municipal Transportation Agency’s expansion of parking meters, launched by the Eastern Neighborhoods United Front (ENUF). (Just a reminder: ENUF’s spokesperson won a Streetsie Award this year for “most absurd argument against SFPark meters.”)

January 8, 2013
San Francisco's Parklet Built Out of a Citroën H Van Might Be Shut Down
Parklets—those open-to-all pockets of public space that turn street-parking spots into seating—are usually welcome additions to neighborhoods, though they do occasionally have their detractors. But in San Francisco, the parklet that’s stirred the most controversy is one that looks (oh, irony of ironies!) like a parked car. Back in November, the bike-gear shop Rapha Cycle Club, working with the design studio Rebar, gave the Marina district its first parklet in the form of a sliced Citroën H Van, whose head and tail stretch across two parking spots at the corner of Filbert and Fillmore streets, bookending the seating, tables, and bike parking within. 

January 8, 2013
NYC: New parking signs shorter, clearer
New York City is taking a cue from Twitter, replacing more than 6,000 parking signs with signage that's no longer than a tweet — 140 characters. Signs currently run about 250 characters. The city announced Monday that the 6,300 signs will be replaced by spring. The signs will be less cluttered and use bolder-style letters. The rules will be simplified. City Council Speaker Christine Quinn said the new signs "will make sure that what you see is really what the rules are."

January 8, 2013
Parking wars: The skirmish between city officials and public unions over ticket-writing is part of a larger battle 
Parking in Toledo is a headache, and not just for downtown visitors who think it costs too much and there aren’t enough spaces. Parking is a battlefront in the recurring turf war between Mayor Mike Bell and the police and command officers’ unions. Nearly two years ago, the Bell administration told the Downtown Toledo Parking Authority, which monitors the city’s nearly 1,000 parking meters, to begin writing tickets for other sorts of parking violations as well. 

January 8, 2013
Council Accepts New Residential Parking Permit Program 
The San Rafael City Council unanimously voted to try a new residential permit program to help residents who have trouble finding parking in their neighborhoods. The program will allow for on-street parking without a time restriction within a specific neighborhood, or parking district, and would limit other cars to two or four hours during peak times. In order to make the program self-sustaining, a minimum of 1,500 residences must participate. A start-up fee of $150 and then $85 per year would cover the cost of the program, according to the staff report.

January 8, 2013
Aspen considers putting patios in parking places
The Aspen City Council is hoping to encourage pedestrians and outdoor dining by putting patios in some of its parking places.  The main parking spots being considered for the so-called parklets are mostly located in an area the city considers restaurant row. According to the Aspen Daily News, the patios could be installed before the winter season's end as part of an experiment to promote pedestrian and bicycle use over cars.

January 8, 2013
Burbank Assemblyman Moves To Uphold Free Parking At Broken Meters
A state lawmaker from Burbank wants to prevent motorists from being ticketed when they park at broken parking meters. Democratic Assemblyman Mike Gatto (D-43) introduced legislation Monday that would allow Angelenos and drivers throughout California to park for free at broken or malfunctioning parking meters for the maximum time allowed by the meter. 

January 8, 2013
Emmaus bans commercial truck parking on borough streets
Emmaus council has put the brakes on commercial truck drivers parking their rigs on borough streets.
The measure to ban trucks and other large commercial vehicles was approved by 5-1 vote with Councilman Jeff Shubzda casting the lone dissenting vote. Councilman Michael Waddell was absent from the Monday night meeting. The ban means commercial vehicles, including truck tractors and trailers weighing more than 26,001 pounds, buses, RVs and those vehicles larger than 23 feet, 11 inches long and 8 feet 5 inches wide are not permitted to park on borough streets, borough officials said.

January 8, 2013
A Glimpse of the Future of Parking
Finding a parking spot is such a travail that Calvin Trillin once wrote a book about it. But with the debut this week at the Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas of a new navigation and parking service, such driver headaches could eventually go the way of the hitching post. Inrix, which already delivers live traffic information to major car companies, including Ford, BMW, Audi and Toyota, for their in-dash navigation systems, is introducing Inrix Parking, live information on available parking spaces and prices that is sent directly to drivers. 



January 8, 2013
New York City's convoluted parking signs get as easy as A, B, C
It's getting easier to understand why you got that parking ticket in New York City. No longer will drivers circling blocks like hungry vultures have to simultaneously comprehend lengthy signs outlining parking rules in stilted wordage that the city’s transportation chief has likened to totem poles of confusion. Soon, those relics of rhetoric will be replaced by Twitter-sized directives of 140 characters or less aimed at making it easier for drivers to know if they are violating parking rules, officials announced Monday as they unveiled examples of the new models.

January 8, 2013
Sign Language: Michael Bierut Dissects His New Parking Signs
Michael Bierut is one of the most renowned designers in the world. As a principal at Pentagram, he has created logos, identities and campaigns for everyone from United Airlines to the Brooklyn Academy of Music, Citibank to New York and The Atlantic, Saks Fifth, Princeton and Yale, even Walt Disney and The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, for which he designed an updated “doomsday clock.” Still, one of the greatest typographical minds of our time could never make sense of the city’s parking signs.

January 8, 2013
San Rafael council approves residential parking permit policy
San Rafael resident Armida Scopazzi is relieved the city is giving her a chance to park in front of her Latham Street home — something she's been unable to do for more than 20 years. "I've been known as the parking police," Scopazzi said. "All of the businesses' employees park on my street." Scopazzi has been asking the city for years to do something about the parking problem. Nestled between F and Shaver streets, Latham receives overflow from people doing business on Third and Fourth streets — where there is timed parking. 

January 8, 2013
Gatto's broken parking meter bill would have little impact on tri-city region
Legislation introduced by Assemblyman Mike Gatto (D-Silver Lake) that would prevent authorities from issuing tickets for parking at broken or malfunctioning meters may be eliciting fist pumps from drivers everywhere, but in the tri-city area, it’s largely a moot point. Introduced this week, Assembly Bill 61 would essentially prevent local governments from enacting laws that make it illegal to park in a space controlled by a broken meter.

January 7, 2013
Parking Signs, Cluttered and Confusing for Decades, Are Revamped at Last
The signs have hung for years above the streetscape, their contents mirroring the city in which they stood: talky, colorful and a bit difficult to keep up with, especially after dark.  But on Monday, New York City’s Transportation Department said it was replacing more than 6,000 parking signs with an easier-to-follow alternative, creating “more breathing room” (white space), eliminating a color (sorry, blue), and reducing the number of characters needed to explain the rules to a Twitter-friendly 140 (from 250). 

January 7, 2013
New Seattle car-sharing program hits the road 
A new car-sharing program rolls out in Seattle this week. The Car2Go program rents smart cars for 38 cents per minute. That's about $14 an hour. For $35, you get a membership card. There is a card reader on the windshield of each car. When you scan your card, it unlocks the car. The key is inside. Members can find cars on the street with a smartphone app, online or call Car2Go.  The company covers gas, maintenance and insurance. Members can park at city meters for free.  The company is paying the City of Seattle more than $1,300 per car for administrative costs and parking fees.

January 7, 2013
The First Sunday With Metered Parking: Was It Completely Ignored? 
Yesterday was supposed to be different: San Francisco parking meters were to be in effect during business hours on Sundays for the first time ever, meaning fewer drivers would be clogging up the streets looking for a spot. 
But in at least two busy commercial districts, nearly every parking meter appeared occupied but unpaid. The displays flashed “expired,” but parking control officers were absent, as were the warning leaflets that the SF Municipal Transportation Agency said it would hand out during the first three weeks before actual ticketing kicks in.

January 7, 2013
NYC Unclutters Parking Signs
New York city is de-cluttering the design of parking signs starting today in Midtown Manhattan, where a slew of parking rules that change depending on the hour and day are laid out in signs that vary in font, color, format and height. Misreading signs can lead to fines well above $100. The new signs are (almost) fit for twitter. With streamlined phrasing, they reduce the number of characters needed to explain the commercial metered parking zone rules from 250 characters to “about 140,” the NYC Department of Transportation said in a statement. 

January 7, 2013
Some Portland parking tickets climb as Transportation Bureau struggles to raise revenue
After slipping a parking stub into the window of her Volkswagen Rabbit downtown Portland on Monday, Ashlee Reintzell admitted that she sometimes skips the trip to a meter and risks getting a ticket.  But come Feb. 7, the 21-year-old might want to live a little less dangerously. The fine for failing to get a meter receipt will climb from $45 to $60. 

January 7, 2013
PayByPhone feature now available at most S.F. parking meters
Motorists a little short on change will now have the option of using their smartphones to pay for parking at nearly every meter in San Francisco. Previously available in areas with newer parking meters, the PayByPhone program has been expanded to 29,000 meters across The City, according to the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency. There are about 1,000 metered spots on waterfront property managed by the Port of San Francisco that don’t have the technology.

January 7, 2013
Pentagram redesigns NYC’s parking signs so that they actually make sense
The fine folks at Pentagram have teamed up with New York City to redesign Midtown’s commercial parking signs. Like we expected, given Pentagram’s prestige, the results are quite beautiful. As Matt Chaban of The Observer notes, no longer are parking PhDs required. Yes, the term “beautiful” may seem like a stretch to some when describing a parking sign, but the logic involved truly is beautiful — especially when you compare the new design to the old.

January 7, 2013
Study recommends higher parking fees for downtown Lynchburg 
Higher parking fees, a pilot street meter program and a more independent parking management division are among the recommendations of a new downtown parking deck feasibility study. The study, conducted by consulting firm Desman Associates, will be presented to the Lynchburg Parking Authority and City Council at a joint meeting Tuesday.

January 7, 2013
First to get towed in '13? Refund possible 
Bill’s Towing is willing to refund all but $27.50 per driver for people whose cars were impounded in downtown Tacoma during the First Night celebration on New Year’s Eve, company spokesman Mike Weinman said Sunday. 
He said the company has a contract with the City of Tacoma, which it charges $27.50 per vehicle towed.
The organizations usually coordinate for city events to tow cars to a lot downtown and to charge car owners the lower rate, Weinman said, a smaller price tag than the $250 one woman told The News Tribune she paid to get her car back last week.


January 7, 2013
Parking sensors installed in parking lots in Taipei
As part of its latest efforts to build a friendly environment for the physically challenged, the Taipei City Government’s Parking Management and Development Office has installed sensors at three public parking lots in the city to prevent non-disabled drivers from occupying parking spaces for the disabled. The detection devices, installed at parking lots in Shilin District’s (士林) Chengde Park and Xinyi District’s (信義) Xinyi Elementary School and Zhongxin Park, will notify the office when cars are parked in reserved spots and remind staff to confirm the identity of the drivers.

January 7, 2013
Emmaus Council Could Pass Truck Parking Ordinance Tonight 
Emmaus Borough Council could finally put to rest a controversial ordinance banning the parking of tractor-trailers and other commercial vehicles on borough streets at tonight’s Emmaus Borough Council meeting. The ordinance, which made its first appearance in August 2012, was tabled in September and sent back to committee for revision. A number of unhappy truck drivers addressed borough council at the Sept. 17 meeting to ask council to reconsider the measure.

January 7, 2013
DDOT Hosting Parking Meeting for Georgetown 
The District Department of Transportation will host a public meeting for community input on parking in Georgetown and Burleith Jan. 16 at 6:30 p.m. at Hardy Middle School. DDOT has been holding parking "think tanks" in every ward in the District, to "discuss the various parking related programs and policies" currently in place. But the Georgetown Advisory Neighborhood Commission requested a meeting specifically for Georgetown and Burleith.

January 7, 2013
Residential Parking Permits on Council's Agenda 
San Rafael City Council members will discuss in their Monday meeting if the city needs a residential permit program to solve parking problems in neighborhoods like Montecito and Gerstle Park. The program – the result of several requests from the community regarding parking availability in their neighborhoods – would be self-sustaining. The permit would allow for onstreet parking without time restriction within a specific neighborhood and would limit other cars to two or four hours during peak times.

January 7, 2013
Richland County’s Handicap Parking Patrol brings in $5 million
A program launched by the Richland County Sheriff’s Department 10 years ago to catch people illegally parked in handicap spaces has raised nearly $5 million in revenue for the county. The department’s Handicap Parking Patrol, which also works to catch those who have failed to register their vehicle’s tags, has worked so well it’s even taken Richland County Sheriff Leon Lott by surprise. “It’s been more successful than we ever thought,” says Lott, who once persuaded Richland County Council to give his department $20,000 to cover a few part-time salaries and administrative costs. 

January 7, 2013
Council to consider apartments without parking
This week the City Council will take up the contentious issue of allowing new apartment buildings to be built without parking for the residents.  Several apartments buildings have been built without parking in recent years and more are planned. Some neighbors near them have complained to City Hall that many if not most of the new residents actually have cars that are taking up on-street parking spaces. A recent study commissioned by the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability concludes such concerns are largely unfounded. 




January 7, 2013
Questions for Car2Go CEO Nick Cole
Unless you’ve been out of town or hiding under a rock for the last month or so, you’ve almost certainly seen or heard of Car2Go, a new (to Seattle) car-sharing service that’s optimized for short, one-directional, spontaneous trips, with parking available in most of the city’s on-street parking stalls. While we mostly write about transit, car sharing, along with walking, biking, shuttles, taxis and ridesharing, is a component of a sustainable transportation system for a 21st-century city, especially for a not-particularly-dense young city like Seattle.

January 7, 2013
NYC DOT Commissioner Sadik-Khan, City Council Speaker Quinn and Council Member Garodnick Unveil Newly Designed, Simplified Parking Signs in Midtown
New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan City Council Speaker Christine Quinn and City Council Member Daniel R. Garodnick today unveiled newly designed and simplified parking regulation signs in Midtown’s commercial parking areas, making it easier to see and read signs while reducing their size. The initial rollout replaces 6,300 parking regulation signs of varying colors, typefaces, font sizes and sometimes confusing phrasing with streamlined and standardized two-color signs that are phrased and formatted for easier readability. 

January 6, 2013
LAX Pulls Plug on Free Electric-Car Parking
On a recent morning, Jack Luu parked his plug-in Toyota Prius in one of the most expensive lots at Los Angeles International Airport before flying off to a film shoot in Canada. The lot, where Mr. Luu leaves his car as many as 10 times a month for business trips, normally charges $30 a day. But when Mr. Luu returned home three weeks later, he drove out, as usual, without paying a dime.

January 6, 2013
Watchdog report: Parking isn't a game for handicapped drivers
It is the sort of thing that infuriates drivers like Joseph Paris: parking spaces reserved for the handicapped taken by motorists who do not need them. “It’s everywhere,” said Paris, an 80-year-old former marathoner who lost the use of his legs 18 years ago. “I see people walking laps in the mall then getting in their car in a handicapped spot.” What exasperates Paris more than insensitive able-bodied drivers, though, is how often their actions appear to go unchecked.

January 6, 2013
Sunday Issue: Downtown Meadville parking 
“Employees in downtown Meadville who park in spaces where our customers should be parking are a detriment to the economic development of this community,” downtown business owner Viki Allin told members of Meadville City Council during their first study session of 2013. The solution, according to Allin, is for council to step up to the plate and change the city’s parking regulations to prohibit employees of businesses located in Meadville’s central business district from parking their vehicles at meters in the district while they’re at work.

January 6, 2013
When Grandma takes a handicapped parking spot
Before anything else, heed this: Never, ever use someone else’s handicapped parking permit. It’s a matter of respecting those who truly need it, and it’s just not the right thing to do. And if that’s not reason enough, there’s this: You’re not likely to get away with it. Especially if the University of Minnesota Duluth police come cruising along. “At about 2030 hrs. on 12/16/2012, I found a silver Chevrolet (plate number redacted) parked in the handicap parking area outside UMD Health and Sports Center, displaying a handicap permit hanging from the rear view mirror,” campus officer Ben Stauber wrote in a police report.




January 6, 2013
S.F. begins charging for Sunday parking
A 65-year-old tradition died quietly this weekend, when for the first time, San Francisco started requiring drivers throughout the city to feed parking meters on Sundays. The tradition's end came so quietly, in fact, that many drivers didn't notice. On the heavily metered streets of North Beach, block after block of parking meters flashed "expired" on Sunday afternoon. Some drivers who had parked there had paid. Most hadn't.

January 5, 2013
Parking Meters To Change Schedule 
San Francisco residents and visitors should make sure they have extra change in their pockets this weekend because, starting Sunday, all parking meters will operate seven days a week. City parking meters will be in operation on Sundays from noon to 6 p.m. everywhere in the city, according to the San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Agency. The only exceptions will be Fisherman's Wharf, where meters will continue to operate on Sundays from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., and in the Port of San Francisco's jurisdiction along the waterfront, where they will operate from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.

January 5, 2013
Portland should consider overnight permits to solve its parking headache (by Donald Shoup)
Portland is at the center of a national planning debate about off-street parking requirements. Advocates often claim that parking requirements are necessary because banks will never finance new apartment buildings without parking, developers will never build them and tenants will never want to live in them.  Portland has tested these claims by removing the parking requirements for new apartment buildings near transit. What happened? Banks are lending, developers are building, and tenants are renting the new apartments without parking. 

January 4, 2013
Disability parking crackdown results in more than 160 citations statewide
Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White (D) announced Jan. 4 that the Secretary of State Police issued 166 citations, totaling $71,250 in fines, during a statewide crackdown on people who illegally park in disability parking spaces at local malls. The enforcement kicked off on Black Friday, Nov. 23, and continued through the end of December. Sixty-five people were issued tickets for improper use of a disability parking space or parking in a disability space without a placard or license plate during the holiday season. 

January 4, 2013
Tell Us: What Do You Think of New Downtown Parking Rates?
Here are three words that some Portsmouth area residents have used to describe the city's new downtown tiered parking rates: expensive, confusing and frustrating. On Thursday morning, the city's Parking and Transportation Department introduced the new parking rate system that was approved by the City Council and despite the city's best efforts to do public outreach, any changes prove unsettling for some. The initial reaction on the Portsmouth Patch Facebook page wasn't very positive.

January 4, 2013
Limits proposed for RV parking in Carlsbad
New rules proposed for recreational vehicles in Carlsbad would limit beachfront parking and long-term stops in residential neighborhoods. The city posted a draft of the proposal on its website Dec. 31 and is encouraging people to submit written comments or suggestions before the ordinance goes to the City Council for approval, which probably will be Jan. 29. “We just want to get the information out there,” Bryan Jones, of the city Transportation Department, said Wednesday. “We want to see if we missed something.”

January 4, 2012
Northwest Portland parking plan still has moving parts 
Some Northwest Portland residents and businesses fear a controversial plan approved by the Portland City Council last month will fail to solve the busy neighborhood's parking problems. The plan, spearheaded by former Mayor Sam Adams, will bring permits and parking meters to the busy shopping district around Northwest 21st and 23rd avenues in 2013 and 2014. 

January 4, 2013
Syracuse to upgrade existing parking meter system 
The City of Syracuse Department of Public Works says they will buy new modems for all 270 parking pay stations as a solution to keep the current system operational, according to the Mayor’s office. The new modems will cost the city $67,500, or $250 for each meter.  “This cost-effective solution will keep our pay stations functional, accepting credit cards and communicating with our back office operations, and allows us to continue exploring our options for future upgrades to the system,” said Pete O’Connor, Commissioner of the Department of Public Works.

January 4, 2013
Downtown parking isn’t the issue, it’s laziness
When I walked out of the theater, parking tickets waved from the windshields of an entire row of cars — mine included. The damage: $33.50. That was the price we paid for parking in front of the Alamo Drafthouse Mainstreet theater, where cars must be moved by 4 p.m. during the week. We got there around 1 p.m. Most of us forgot that “Django Unchained” was nearly three hours. But as my husband said when I showed him the ticket, “That’s your fault. You know better.”

January 4, 2013
First ticket free under new Plymouth parking plan
Visitors to downtown Plymouth who inadvertently park in a wrong spot or leave their car too long in one parking space get a pass, rather than a ticket, starting this week under a new parking fine structure unveiled by city officials. Violators will still receive a ticket — it just won’t cost them anything under the new system. Where the old schedule had first-timers getting a $15 ticket, now it’s just an “informational” ticket that carries no fine.

January 4, 2013
Don't Forget: No More Free Parking in SF on Sundays!
Believe it or not, San Francisco used to more or less shut down on Sundays. That was the reason the city decided back in the 1940s not to charge for parking at meters during this public recognition of the Christian sabbath. 
Now that's all changed, says Paul Rose, a spokesperson for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency. "Seventy percent of businesses are open on Sundays." And starting this weekend, so will parking meters.

January 4, 2013
No more free metered parking on Sundays in SF
San Francisco residents and visitors should make sure they have extra change in their pockets this weekend because, starting Sunday, all parking meters will operate seven days a week. City parking meters will be in operation on Sundays from noon to 6 p.m. everywhere in the city, according to the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency. 

January 4, 2013
Seth Hollar: True parking costs
The State Department of Administration’s decision not to renew the Go Pass for its employees is poor policy and upholds the misguided notion that parking is free and everyone drives.  Truth be told, the cost to construct parking in downtown amounts to $20,000 per space. With capital costs and maintenance, the direct cost of parking is at least $150 per space per month. That doesn’t even include the indirect costs parking has on the environment, including deterioration of pedestrian areas, congestion and smog. 

January 3, 2013
What Are We Blogging About?
If you haven’t seen the wonderful little program Wordle, go to the website and create some “word clouds” from your own text.  It’s fun and free. Wordle uses your text and creates an image that illustrates which words appear most often in that text.  I took last year’s Parking Matters blog text and ran it through Wordle to see what we have been blogging about, and thus what we have been thinking about.  The accompanying image shows the words used most frequently as the ones with most prominence.

January 3, 2013
Downtown parking lot that sold for $30M up for sale again
To see how hyper inflated the downtown Seattle real estate market got in 2007, look at the northwest corner of Fifth and Stewart. There you’ll find a nearly third of an acre surface parking lot that, according to public records, sold for a whopping $30 million five years ago. That works out to $2,315 per square foot – unheard of in Seattle, where last month, Amazon.com paid Clise Properties $910 a square foot for a site where it plans a three-tower office project about two blocks from Fifth and Stewart.

January 3, 2013
SF parking meters need to be fed Sundays
Pull out the quarters and the credit cards. After a 65-year grace period, San Francisco motorists will have to dig deep on Sunday to feed the city's 29,000 parking meters. Since the city's first meter was installed at Bush and Polk streets on Aug. 21, 1947, drivers could spend Sundays in the city without having to worry about carrying a pocketful of change and hustling back to their cars before the bright red "Expired" sign clicked into view.

January 3, 2013
Some Missoula parking meters inaccurate by up to an hour, resident says
Since he got a parking ticket for a meter he knew he plugged, Shayne Johnson has been documenting the mechanical meters he uses in downtown Missoula. “Almost every meter that I park at is running fast, usually by about half an hour, sometimes up to an hour, in one case, over an hour,” Johnson said Thursday. Johnson, who started working and parking downtown two and a half months ago, sent a letter to the Missoula Parking Commission last month with some findings after he called about one broken meter. In the letter, he asks the agency to examine all of its meters and fix them as needed.

January 3, 2013
Goodmans sell City Center Parking to B.C. firm
One of Portland’s leading parking management companies has been sold to a Vancouver, B.C. company.
City Center Parking, owned by the Goodman family that’s developed or has plans for several downtown lots, was acquired by Imperial Parking Corp. The deal won’t have any effect on Downtown Development Group, the Goodman family’s venture that owns more than 50 Portland properties, said Greg Goodman, who’s one of two of the company’s managing partners with his brother Mark.

January 3, 2013
The Death of Zipcar
Avis, the rental-car behemoth, announced yesterday that it has bought Zipcar, the car-sharing behemoth, for nearly half a billion dollars.  Zipcar's 760,000 members pay for cars by the day or hour, often as an alternative to owning their own. Although I'm a Zipcar member (or, as the company would have it, "Zipster") I wouldn't exactly call myself a fan. Zipcar has long been a "car-sharing" service in name only—unlike its more communitarian predecessor Flexcar, which Zipcar swallowed up in 2008, the company functions more like an hourly rental service, with good behavior (filling up with gas, returning cars on time) enforced through punishment, not reward.

