Parking Stories: February 26 – March 7, 2013


March 7, 2013
Mayor, Council Spar over Parking Rate Change in Chinatown: In a duel over data, council members spar with the mayor over his decision to lower parking rates in Chinatown
In a letter to Mayor Mike McGinn last night, city council members Tom Rasmussen (the head of the council's transportation committee) and Tim Burgess (who's running for mayor against McGinn) argue that McGinn's decision to lower parking rates at night in Chinatown is "unsupported by [parking] occupancy data"—and imply, without directly saying so, that McGinn's decision to lower rates in the neighborhood came in response to complaints from businesses in the area, who argued that they've lost business since the previous, higher rates went into effect. 

March 7, 2013
Mount Laurel passes parking bans for commercial vehicles
Ordinance 2013-4, regarding parking in residential zones, was passed at the Feb. 25 township council meeting. 
Commercial vehicles weighing over 4 tons cannot park in the street between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. A household cannot have more than one commercial vehicle weighing less than 4 tons parked in the street between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. According to the ordinance, a “commercial vehicle” includes farm tractor, omnibus, pole trailer, road tractor, school bus, semitrailer, truck tractor, recreational vehicle, boat and trailer.

March 7, 2013
Toledo parking meters now accept smart-phone payments
The smart-phone era has arrived at most of downtown Toledo's metered parking spaces. Motorists who chafe at carrying enough quarters to pay for metered parking -- or who find their downtown meetings running longer than expected -- now can pay meters and get email notices when their time is expiring through a service provided by a Downtown Toledo Parking Authority contractor.

March 7, 2013
Pay-by-phone parking app catches on in two Bergen County towns
A mobile app that lets drivers pay for parking over the phone is making inroads in two Bergen County towns.
Englewood has been using Parkmobile at its downtown meters since late summer. Visitors can park, use the app to enter the meter number and pay the fee over the phone. In New Jersey, Glen Rock, Newark, Summit, Montclair and Trenton also use the app.

March 7, 2013
Parking Enforcement, Permits Could Push Out South Side Businesses
The latest conflict on the South Side has some businesses looking for new locations. Last month residential parking permits started to be required on some streets between noon to midnight and some shop owners are threatening to relocate, our news partners at the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette report. The permits affect streets between 10th and 17th streets south of East Carson and came about after residents signed a petition in order to find parking near their homes, the newspaper says.

March 6, 2013
Wednesday Jolt: The Mayor and Car2Go
Car2Go—the new one-way carsharing service that uses a smartly branded fleet of turquoise-and-white SmartForTwo cars—is a great (and potentially cheaper) alternative to traditional carsharing .... as long as you don't end your trip outside the company's "home area." Currently, as we've (indignantly) reported, that home area excludes huge swaths of Southeast Seattle and all of West Seattle. 



March 6, 2013
Parking reform does NOT need excellent transit 
There is a widespread belief that reform of minimum parking requirements requires excellent public transport. We see this in recent parking reform debates in US cities, such as Portland, Seattle and Washington, DC for example.
If eliminating parking minimums actually FORCED parking closures and low-parking development, then maybe this link with public transport would make sense.

March 6, 2013
How to Turn a Public Parking Space Into a Private Storage Locker, Legally
Given the extent to which we subsidize car parking in the United States — giving away space for free on the vast majority of public streets – it’s surprising we don’t see the system abused more often. Rob Pitingolo at Extraordinary Observations offers this compelling question: What’s to stop someone from using a street parking space as a private storage locker? 

March 6, 2013
BRA Considering Change To Off-Street Parking Rules 
Charlestown residents are encouraged to attend a public meeting on Wednesday, March 20 to consider a potential change to the neighborhood’s off-street parking rules. The meeting, hosted by the Boston Redevelopment Authority at the request of the Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development Committee, will be the second public meeting on the proposed changes, which would modify a section of the Charlestown zoning bylaws.

March 6, 2013
Tampa considers pay-by-phone on-street parking system
Street parking in downtown is getting an upgrade thanks to smartphone technology. The city is negotiating with Atlanta-based Parkmobile USA to provide a way for drivers to pay for parking using their phone. The system is the same one downtown St. Petersburg has used for nearly three years. "Ultimately, what we're trying to do is provide our customers with as much flexibility as they need to interact with our system," said Irvin Lee, the city's public works director. 

March 6, 2013
Va. Beach grappling with resort-area parking issues
The city is working on a plan to solve the age-old dilemma: “I want to go to the beach, but parking is a nightmare.”
It’s simple: more parking garages. The idea is that parking lots waste valuable space. But the conversion will take time. A consultant’s report released earlier this year suggests garages are the way to go to use land efficiently, boost inventory and encourage the kind of mixed-use development the city wants at the resort area.

March 6, 2013
Downtown Jacksonville parking app goes live today
A smartphone app to help people find parking spaces in Downtown Jacksonville goes live today. The city has a three-month trial partnership with Streetline, which has developed a smartphone app called Parker by Streetline that connects with sensors installed on the street to guide users to available parking spaces and garages, was unveiled at a news conference last month.

March 6, 2013
Space for skepticism in Allston development’s no-parked-cars vow
Architect Sebastian Mariscal had proposed building a 44-unit apartment building in Allston and replacing the parking spaces required by city code with bike racks, storage spaces, and other amenities, allowing him to build housing more suited for people than cars. But this utopian view of the modern American city clashed with real life in Boston neighborhoods as wary longtime Allston residents fretted Mariscal’s project would only worsen parking and congestion in the area, assuming his tenants would lie and park cars on local streets. 



March 6, 2013
Hackensack parking study recommends new meters, garage repairs
The City Council adopted a study Tuesday night that calls for Hackensack to spend close to $500,000 to upgrade downtown parking. The study's recommendations include replacing all the parking meters in the downtown area and installing more visible and attractive signs at public parking lots.

March 6, 2013
AAA Warns of "Dangerous" Free Market in Parking Spaces
Unregulated product markets can be a dangerous thing. Firms, for example, will rationally decide to massively overpollute local air and water unless they're restrained by rules. Here in the District of Columbia we're considering a new set of rules that would allow developers to build as many or as few parking spaces as they want to go along with their buildings. Some apparently think this is about the same as letting developers dump toxic waste in the river.

March 6, 2013
Central Ballard Residents Assoc. requests SDOT to do parking study, will talk about RPZs at next meeting
It might be a no brainer for most Ballardites, but parking in the downtown Ballard area can be a bit prickly.
That's why members of the Central Ballard Residents Association has voted to ask the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) to conduct a parking study to consider potential Restricted Parking Zones (RPZ) in central Ballard, according to a press release sent out by CBRA President Mike Kahrs.

March 6, 2013
Helping Hawaii's homeless with public overnight parking
Lincoln Rutledge has been living out of his truck since 2004 when he was exposed to chemicals that weakened his arms and legs to the point of disability. "When I first hit the street—didn't know where I was gonna go, who I was gonna see," described Rutledge. The 70-year-old, who once served in the Navy and the Air Force, says he doesn't want any handouts—just a peaceful place to park where he won't be hassled.

March 6, 2013
Council agrees to lease parking, but judge halts plan
The measure passed by a 5-4 vote, as expected, with council members Chris Seelbach, P.G. Sittenfeld, Chris Smitherman and Charlie Winburn voting against the proposal. But Judge Robert Winkler issued a temporary restraining order minutes after the hearing concluded after a group of concerned citizens filed a lawsuit against the city.

March 6, 2013
Council approves new parking rules
Houston's off-street parking rules got more flexible with the approval of City Council on Wednesday. Rewritten for the first time since 1989, the ordinance loosens rules on how close parking lots must be to a building's front door, makes it easier for businesses to share parking, allows substitution of bike parking for car spaces, cuts parking for historic buildings and allows the creation of "special parking areas" so neighborhoods can create new rules tailored to their needs. 

March 6, 2013
Judge halts Cincinnati parking deal
A parking lease plan that has become one of the most controversial issues to hit City Hall in years will remain on hold for at least a week until a judge decides whether voters should have a say. Weeks of discussion and lobbying and quickly scheduled meetings culminated Wednesday with a 5-4 vote for the plan, which would affect the city and parkers for 50 years -- and possibly bring huge projects the city could never afford without the $92 million upfront payment.



March 5, 2013
Seattle Embraces One-Way Carsharing with car2go
car2go North America, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Daimler North America, announced today successful operations for its first 90 days in Seattle, Washington. Since registration opened for car2go in Seattle just three months ago, more than 18,000 people have signed up to become members of the city’s first point-to-point carsharing program. 

March 5, 2013
90 Days In, Seattle’s car2go Membership is Blowing Up
To get some perspective on the 18,000 new car2go members in Seattle – after just 90 days — take a look at how the company grew in its North American home base, Austin, Texas. Ten months after opening up membership to Austin residents (a previous pilot program was aimed only at city employees), the car sharing service had 15,000 members. After three years, Austin has just over 20,000 members.

March 5, 2013
Being Human
Spend enough time in parking operations and you’re guaranteed to need to respond to a complaint. One way to grow from a good operation to a great one is re-thinking the way you do that. If your typical response is, “We apologize for any inconvenience,” you may be doing a bad job handling the situation, says author and business leader Daniel Pink. In an article from The Telegraph, Pink challenges us to “only speak like a human at work.”

March 5, 2013
Should Property Owners Be 'Deputized' as Parking Enforcement Officers?
The Chamber of Commerce's Government Affairs Committee held a meeting Monday afternoon focusing on commercial parking lots and parking enforcement. The meeting addressed business owners' frustratrations by non-patrons who abuse their parking spaces. Currelty, the only way to handle situations like these is to have someone's vehicle towed, according to a release by the Chamber. 

March 5, 2013
Bloomfield bans overnight commercial parking
The Bloomfield Township Council on Monday banned commercial vehicles from streets between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
The law applies to vehicles with a gross weight of 5,000 pounds or more, except buses. Taxis will be allowed to park for two hours overnight. Councilman Carlos Bernard, the ordinance sponsor, said he was concerned about those from surrounding towns who park their trucks in Bloomfield overnight. "In the south end, this is the problem we're having," he said after the meeting.

March 5, 2013
Parking Vote Tonight: What Might Happen? 
As of now – and with council, these things can always change – the plan for tonight’s special council session is literally to just read the parking ordinance. That’s it. Short and sweet. There was talk last night of possibly trying to vote if Laure Quinlivan felt her questions were answered about how the administration planned to balance the remaining budget deficit after getting the new parking money this year. 

March 5, 2013
Lambert Takes Up Parking Rate Hike Again
The minimum price to park in the two primary garages at Lambert-St. Louis International Airport is set to double next month. The St. Louis Airport Commission this week is expected to increase the rate to park for the first two hours — or any fraction of that time — to $5 from the current $2.50 an hour. People parking at three other airport facilities also could pay more to park, depending on how long they leave their cars. 




March 5, 2013
D.C. Considering Lifting Mandatory Parking Minimums
The District of Columbia’s Office of Planning is considering a proposal to potentially reduce the number of available parking spaces in some neighborhoods as new development attracts more residents and jobs. If successful, it will mark the first major change to the city’s zoning code since it was first adopted in 1958. It’s part of a growing city attempt to reduce congestion by offering its residents alternatives to the automobile – from bikes to buses to making walking more attractive.

March 5, 2013
Plan for Changes to Residential Parking Expected by Summer
There have been complaints about the way D.C. handles on-street parking in residential areas for at least a decade, but in that time no one has dared approach the issue. The D.C. Department of Transportation finally will. At a hearing at the D.C. Council yesterday, department officials said that they had hired a consultant to study best practices across the country and weigh input from D.C. residents taken at a number of town halls last year as a means to craft a proposal on changes to the city's residential parking program. 

March 5, 2013
Seeking Submissions: The Worst Parking Crater in an American Downtown 
Alright, Streetsblog readers. Send us your best shots. After running our “worst intersection in America” photo contest, we heard from readers who want to see “more public shaming” of terrible transportation and planning blunders around the country. We aim to please. So here is the next contest: Where is the worst sea of downtown surface parking in America?

March 5, 2013
D.C. transportation department sets goals for parking program
The District Department of Transportation has published a Parking Action Agenda designed to shape the future of street use for both commuters and city residents. This isn’t a new set of rules and regulations, but rather an approach to managing the crowding on D.C. streets. The DDOT report starts by acknowledging that “parking issues have been flash points of tension between neighborhood residents and neighborhood institutions, between business owners and adjacent communities, and around new development.”

March 5, 2013
Parking Blues: Driver Learns the Colorful Way Not to Park on the Sidewalk
Perhaps you're still reeling (or recovering) from the fact that you now have to pony up for parking on Sundays in San Francisco. But you know what costs even more than a few hours at the meter or a parking ticket? A new paint job on your car. We always enjoy some good parking drama, which typically comes in the form of passive aggressive notes and a lot of "fuck yous." But when we came across this image on SF Citizen, we, too wondered if the parking tension has taken on a new life in the city. 

March 5, 2013
Bloomfield Council Passes Ordinance Prohibiting Overnight Parking for Commercial Vehicles
The Bloomfield Council voted unanimously to pass an ordinance on second reading that prohibits commercial vehicles weighing 5,000 lbs. or over from parking on the streets between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. The ordinance also prohibits omnibus vehicles, including taxicabs, from parking during those hours; however, these vehicles will be allowed to park up to 2 hours between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. before being considered in violation of the ordinance.

March 5, 2013
Phil Matier: Parking Meters Near AT&T Park Begin Later Hours, Higher Rates
Drivers parking near AT&T Park in San Francisco now have to feed their meter into the evening hours, the city’s Municipal Transportation Agency is reminding motorists. As of Monday, meters close to the ballpark at Third and King streets would be operating until 10 p.m. from Mondays through Saturdays, SFMTA officials said. The meters will also cost more on San Francisco Giants game days or during other events at the stadium.

March 5, 2013
White Plains may raise parking fee
When you park at a city lot or garage, you can pay by credit or debit card, you can pay by cellphone or you can feed the meter with actual cash. Whichever method you choose, you’ll be paying a little more soon if the Common Council approves a proposal to raise off-street parking rates by 25 cents to $1 per hour.

March 4, 2013
EXCLUSIVE: Parking plan quick to double fee, ticket revenue
Money collected from meter fees and tickets would double by 2016 under Cincinnati’s proposal to lease its parking system to the Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority in exchange for $92 million up front, new figures show. The new financial details were disclosed in a 42-page document City Manager Milton Dohoney sent Friday afternoon to Mayor Mark Mallory and members of City Council.

March 4, 2013
Parking: government at its worst
I'm a former city of Pittsburgh resident who values the importance of supporting and frequenting the local businesses where I once lived. That said, I recently parked at the public parking facility in Bloomfield and used their ticket voucher system. After inserting two quarters, which did not register, I deposited another seven. Two other couples were standing behind me watching and commenting with utter disbelief. 

March 4, 2013
Guest Opinion: A Fix-It Ticket for Broken Parking Meters 
From approximately 1935 until 2012, if a motorist in California came across a broken meter, that motorist could park for free. The logic was sound. If a city failed to keep the meter in repair, a driver shouldn’t be ticketed. After all, we taxpayers pay for maintenance of the street, installation of the meters, and the salaries of those who monitor them and keep them in working order.

March 4, 2013
NC cities: Block registration for parking problems
ReSome North Carolina cities want the Division of Motor Vehicles to block registrations for those who don't pay parking tickets. The city of Raleigh hopes to collect about $350,000 annually in unpaid parking tickets if state lawmakers authorize the practice, The News & Observer of Raleigh (http://bit.ly/12ol5rL) reported.
Raleigh has nearly $4 million in unpaid parking tickets since 2006, said Gordon Dash, the city's parking administrator.

March 4, 2013
Night Parking Near AT&T Gets Hefty Price Tag
Drivers who park near AT&T Park at night need to start feeding their parking meter at night, effective today. The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency is debuting its evening and special events parking meter rates in the South Beach and Mission Bay neighborhoods.

March 4, 2013
Longer Parking Meter Hours Among Village Board Agenda Items 
The Port Jefferson Village Board has released the agenda for its Monday meeting at 7 p.m. at Village Hall. Among discussion items, open for public discussion will be an item to extend parking meter hours until midnight. Last year, they ended at 10 p.m. from March 15 through the end of November. Parking costs 50 cents per hour.

March 4, 2013
Night Time Parking Meter Enforcement Begins Near AT&T Park
Drivers parking near AT&T Park in San Francisco have to feed their meter into the evening hours starting today, according to the city's Municipal Transportation Agency. Meters close to the ballpark at Third and King streets will remain in operation until 10 p.m. from Mondays through Saturdays, SFMTA officials said. The meters will also cost more on San Francisco Giants game days or during other events at the stadium.

March 4, 2013
Mayor encourages council to OK parking plan
Mayor Mark Mallory is urging members of Cincinnati’s city council to support City Manager Milton Dohoney’s proposed parking plan at today’s Budget and Finance Committee meeting. “This plan is a good deal for the city,” Mallory said in a statement. “It will improve the city’s parking system across the board, and it will bring in millions to fund transformative projects and help to balance the city budget now and in the future. The interchange at I-71 and Martin Luther King Drive alone will be a game changer for our second largest employment center and all of the neighborhoods in Uptown.”

March 3, 2013
Sidecar, Philadelphia Parking Authority come to a compromise
A Friday meeting between the Philadelphia Parking Authority and a lawyer for the embattled ride-sharing company Sidecar yielded a compromise that allows the firm to operate, provided it takes no money for its services, a PPA spokesman said. "They agreed not to ask for any compensation, including tips," said spokesman Martin O'Rourke, "and to post an announcement [of that agreement] on their website."

March 3, 2013
Smartphone apps put parking spots at your fingertips
A growing number of drivers are turning to a high-tech solution for a low-tech problem — finding a parking spot in the nation's congested cities. From Pittsburgh to Los Angeles — and dozens of cities in between — mobile applications are becoming available to ease drivers' search for a place to park.  The problem doesn't always stem from too few spots, but from not enough information about where to find available parking, said Kelly Schwager, the chief marketing officer for Streetline, a smart parking provider. 

March 3, 2013
How to Park: The Must-Read Manual for Teens
IPI has teamed with AAA Mid-Atlantic and the Mid-Atlantic Safety and Education Foundation, affiliated with AAA, to publish a smart, fun, informative, and valuable booklet that educates teen drivers about how to park. Did you know 70 percent of all vehicular crashes involve parking incidents? That's why this information is so important to the parking industry. 

March 3, 2013
Roanoke City to put parking meters downtown
You may think street parking downtown is a pain, but it's a free pain.  Maybe not for much longer, though. 
The city has plans to begin a metered pilot program on one block near the market building at the end of this summer. It's among a handful of other changes to parking in downtown Roanoke. Sometimes parking downtown takes a little bit of luck and a lot of patience. 

March 3, 2013
Editorial: More parking answers needed
Cincinnati City Council is nearing an important decision on privatizing most of Cincinnati’s parking system, but many questions remain unanswered. Council’s budget and finance committee, composed of all nine council members, is scheduled to hear the issue today. But with so many questions still on the minds of the public and members of council, council shouldn’t rush through a vote this week.

March 2, 2013
Boot to hit Elizabeth City parking ticket scofflaws
Police here plan to break out the city's only wheel boot, not used in 24 years, in an attempt to curb an epidemic of unpaid parking tickets. The tally has grown over the past three years to 1,285 delinquent citations with fines totaling $13,980. "This is a staggering number of unpaid tickets," City Manager Rich Olson said.


March 2, 2013
Cash for boots
Give ‘em the boot! A civic association triumvirate representing Marine Park, Mill Basin, and Mill Island have pledged money to buy commercial-grade wheel boots for the 63rd Precinct, in an effort to curb the plague of 18-wheel trucke illegally parking their big rigs in residential spots. “Mill Island pledged up to $1000 to help the city by purchasing a boot to be used in the Community Board 18 area, together with the Mill Basin and Marine Park Civic Association,” said Mill Island Civic Association President Sol Needle.

March 2, 2013
Mistake in Scranton parking-meter contract not a dealbreaker for private firm
The private firm that Scranton wants to manage the city's parking meters would submit a bid for the work if the city now seeks one because of a mistake in a proposed contract, a company official said Friday. Standard Parking will continue to operate the city's meters on a monthly basis and would submit a request for proposal for a long-term agreement if the city seeks one, said Standard's Senior Vice President Roamy Valera.

March 1, 2013
Asbury Park's Parking Meters Now In Effect 
With March 1's switch to paid parking in Asbury Park, the city is one of the earliest to put its metered parking into effect. Free parking still exists in many places through April, but you've got to shell out some quarters starting Friday in Asbury Park. The Asbury Park waterfront, the Cookman Avenue corridor and metered parking spots elsewhere in Asbury Park will be in effect starting March 1.

March 1, 2013
D.C. aims to eliminate parking minimums
A proposed parking plan for the District could mean more residents forced to park on the streets, making it even more difficult for visitors to find parking.  The D.C. Office of Planning recommends eliminating a complicated formula used to calculate the minimum number of parking spaces required at new buildings in the District, and it's drawing concerns.  

March 1, 2013
Changing Skyline: Lifeless parking garage slows city's pulse
The architects at Erdy McHenry have produced some of Philadelphia's most imaginative and stylish new buildings, from the Schmidt's complex in Northern Liberties to the swirling dormitory tower on Drexel University's campus. They're increasingly in demand outside the city, too, and just completed a stunning modern dairy barn for Cornell University's veterinary school. 

March 1, 2013
Inquirer Editorial: The people's republic of parking enforcement
Thanks to one tireless citizen with a highly developed sense of justice, we now know what it could take to defeat a $26 parking ticket and all the Kafkaesque illogic of the Philadelphia Parking Authority: about $200 in cash, much more in donated legal services, and nearly two years of patience and persistence. That most of us don't have that is precisely the point. 

March 1, 2013
Hate Valet? Not to Worry; Help Is at Hand
One of the biggest curses the wealthy must endure in their otherwise pampered lives is the dreaded valet parking. You toss the keys of your Bentley to a parking attendant, who ends up changing your radio presets, sweating on your seats or, worse, leaving a scratch on your pristine paint job. Is this the good life?

March 1, 2013
County parking analysis says developers do, indeed, create more parking than we need 
In order to examine the balance of supply of residents and parking spaces, the county has released a tool called Right Size Parking, which allows users to estimate how many parking spaces are enough in multi-family developments. The Calculator is based on a model using current local data of actual parking use collected in 2012 at over 200 developments in urban and suburban localities in King County, Washington. 

March 1, 2013
Young Commits to Parking Proposal, May Seal Majority Support 
Wendell Young, one of the council members who hadn’t yet decided whether he would support the city manager’s parking proposal, now says he will. That could give City Manager Milton Dohoney the council majority he needs to pass his proposal to lease most of the city’s parking system to the Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority, which would turn it over to an operating team. 

March 1, 2013
Atlantic City will allow more free parking along sections of Atlantic Avenue during Restaurant Week 
Parking along portions of Atlantic Avenue in Atlantic City won't be subject to parking meter enforcement during next week’s Restaurant Week, officials said. The city’s Police Department announced that beginning Sunday and through Mar. 9, from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m., tickets will not be issued for vehicles at meters whose time has expired.

March 1, 2013
Parking plan: Seelback has new idea; Young now supports plan
Despite the emotion swirling all around them over the city’s proposed lease of its 5,700 parking meters, council members Chris Seelbach and Wendell Young appear impervious to the pressure of the moment. They are generally identified as the potential key swing votes when the matter finally comes to a decisive head, perhaps as soon as Monday’s Budget and Finance committee meeting. 

March 1, 2013
Light Rail Restriction Taken Out of Private Parking Plan
Some controversial provisions have now been removed from the Cincinnati parking privatization plan ... provisions which could have potentially blocked future rail transit in the city. As it stands now, the $92-million parking plan would pass city council, 5-4. But critics are pointing out what they see as problems with the deal. Locals 12 News Reporter Jeff Hirsh says one problem which was eliminated after complaints.

March 1, 2013
Va. Beach addresses Oceanfront parking problems 
The City of Virginia Beach has introduced new proposals to ease the parking pain along the Oceanfront. During Thursday’s informational meeting, the city’s Office of Strategic Growth introduced new proposals aimed at increasing parking efficiency. “The biggest issue is the impact of parking on residential neighborhoods and the concern that the new form-based code would add additional stress,” said Barry Frankenfield, Director of the Office of Strategic Growth.

March 1, 2013
BART Board votes to raise fares and parking fees 
BART passengers will pay more to ride the transit system starting next year after board members voted to continue an inflation-based program that calls for fare increases every two years. BART directors also voted at their meeting on Thursday to impose parking fees at all stations and raise the fees at stations that already charge for parking.

March 1, 2013
D.C. parking program, street cleaning leave some with no place to park
It's March 1 - the first day of street sweeping in the D.C. That means drivers should double check those no parking signs for weekly curbside restrictions. Those restrictions now overlap with a new enhanced residential parking permit program, leaving some drivers with nowhere to park on certain streets. The program, also referred to as ERPP, was created by Councilman Jim Graham. 


February 28, 2013
John Walsh, Host of America’s Most Wanted, on Parking
One of my first mentors was a gentleman who coached football, baseball, and any other sport he could sign up for at the local elementary and high schools. Big Al was a great big, strong Italian man who had powerful catcher-mitt-sized hands–when he patted you on the back for a job well done, you’d land a few feet forward. We kids didn’t know it, but our coach worked the evening shift at the Congressional Post Office so he could spend daylight hours out on the ball field, teaching us the fundamentals of the game.

February 28, 2013
Parking meters go active on Rainey Street
Free parking along one of Austin's popular nightspots is over. Parking meters will turn on for the first time Thursday morning in the Rainey Street District. City crews removed the plastic wrap around newly installed parking meters around 5:30 a.m. The meters are the first in a string of improvements for the district. The City of Austin wants to make changes to Rainey Street because the area has become increasingly popular and increasingly crowded.

February 28, 2013
‘Self Pay’ Parking Kiosks Coming to Venice Beach Lots
The Venice Pier and Rose Parking lots will be transitioning to “self pay” kiosks soon, replacing the staffed entry kiosks that were placed in 2001. No word on what the new parking rates or time allotments in the lots will be, they have operated on a “flat fee” ($2-$6) basis for the last decade or so.

February 28, 2013
Parking Search Engine BestParking.com Revamps Its Website And Announces A Free API
BestParking.com today launched a new version of its website aimed at helping people find the best short-term and long-term parking. It’s also announcing that it’s making its data available to third-party developers through an API.
The company offers pricing data for off-street parking in 64 cities and near 80 airports, says founder Ben Sann. The data is collected from parking-lot operators and through on-the-ground surveys (conducted two to four times), and is then improved by corrections from BestParking users. 

February 27, 2013
Good News: Demand-based Parking Can Be Adjusted Based On… Demand!
Econ 101 tells us that underpriced goods will be over-consumed. Hence, if all parking is free in a busy neighborhood, then free spaces will be scarce.  Conversely, if all parking is very expensive, then spaces will be plentiful but people will be overspending on parking. So you have to hit the sweet spot, which is one reason why the city has decided to adjust rates in the International District.

February 27, 2013
Lawmakers weigh penalties for blocking charging stations 
A proposal in the state Senate threatens penalties for anyone parking a vehicle at an electric vehicle charging station without being connected to an electrical outlet. If approved, the infraction would carry a $250 fine — the same penalty for parking illegally in a disabled spot. Owners of electric vehicles say they often encounter gas-powered vehicles needlessly blocking charging stations. 

February 27, 2013
City to remove some SW Genesee parking to help Route 50 get by
Now that Metro Route 50 is running on SW Genesee, following the activation of the Genesee/Avalon stoplight, another change is in the works: SDOT has announced plans to remove some of the parking along Genesee on both sides of Avalon, after Metro told the city it needs more room on the road to operate safely. We talked today with Jonathan Dong from SDOT, who says the city sent notices a few days ago to Genesee property owners.



February 27, 2013
Online Chicago Parking Map saves time, frustration
Paid parking rates on downtown Chicago streets have shot up dramatically since the city leased its parking meters in a 75-year deal with Chicago Parking Meters LLC. Daytime on-street parking rates in the Loop hit $6.50 an hour on January 1st, and will rise with the inflation rate in coming years. The recent rate increase made Chicago’s metered parking the most expensive in the nation. 

February 27, 2013
New Parking Plan Aimed for Burlington, VT Aims to Bring in Better Business
A new parking plan for downtown Burlington, Vt. aims to bring in better business. The zoning commissioner says the new plan would not require developers to put in parking spaces and would help make housing more affordable. "We've heard loud and clear from the development community is that it is a major deterrent its very expensive and our parking requirements don't always match what the parking need is of the developer," David White, Burlington Zoning and Planning Director, said. 

February 27, 2013
Clarks Summit looking to relocate parking meters
Borough council plans to examine relocating some of its parking meters to maximize their use and benefit business employees. After a presentation from George Carros, hired by the borough years ago to maintain the parking meters, council at its meeting Tuesday decided they would meet with Mr. Carros at a later date, so they could "map out" the borough's 140 parking meters and determine whether they should rearrange them.

February 27, 2013
Don’t be misled by parking space economics
Donald Shoup’s famous parking policy book arrived the mail last week. Even though I’m about 5 years late to the party, the book still seems revolutionary. I still remember the first time I realized that parking dominates local neighborhood conversation. I was young and naïve and just starting to pay attention to Twin Cities’ urban planning debates. I was just amazed that people were getting very upset about parking spots. 

February 27, 2013
Bill would regulate parking meter maintenance
A bill calling for parking meter maintenance would require cities such as Tempe and Phoenix to randomly inspect, test and maintain parking meters to prevent meter users from receiving unwarranted citations. Sponsored by Rep. Chad Campbell, D-Phoenix, House Bill 2086 is a response to Campbell’s frustration with downtown Phoenix parking meter troubles, as well as complaints from constituents and small business owners.

February 27, 2013
Jeannette council discusses parking issues throughout city
Jeannette City Council has been considering solutions to the city's on- and off-street parking problems for several months and in at least one area targeted enforcement has begun. Parking issues in the city range from vehicles parked on the wrong side of the street facing oncoming traffic to vehicles that are parked on top of sidewalks. Council has also dealt with decisions to bag city parking meters and to make parking in the Magee Avenue lot free. 

February 27, 2013
Norwalk Parking Authority approves budget, boosts parking permit fees 
Within the next 30 days, monthly parking permit fees will go up for users of the Haviland Deck, Webster Lot, Yankee Doodle Garage and South and East Norwalk Train stations. Meter and other transient-parking rates will remain the same. On Wednesday night, the Norwalk Parking Authority approved a $5.4 million budget -- up 2.8 percent -- for the fiscal year beginning July 1, and also the rate changes built into the spending plan.

February 27, 2013
Parking violators warned to pay up or get the boot
Richmond city leaders are warning thousands of drivers with unpaid parking tickets to “avoid getting the boot!” 
An all-out blitz is about to happen in month, starting April 1, says Sharon North with Richmond’s Department of Public Works. The city has a relatively new parking vendor, Standard Parking. The company comes with some new technology that the city never had before. 

February 27, 2013
What will be cut if council rejects parking plan
Nearly 300 Cincinnati police and fire employees could lose their jobs and three community centers could close if City Council doesn’t agree to lease its parking system, City Manager Milton Dohoney Jr. said in a memo obtained Wednesday by The Enquirer. Further, neighborhoods could lose almost $500,000 for community development, according to the memo dated Tuesday.

February 27, 2013
'A failure to communicate' leads to parking meter removal
When Bill MacIntyre showed up Monday at the business he owns in downtown Billings, he was shocked. "I looked out the window and what the hell? The parking meters were gone," he said. Indeed they were, thanks to a resolution passed by the City Council in October, which called for taking out about 400 parking meters on the outskirts of the downtown core. The trouble is, the chairman of the Parking Advisory Board, Don Olsen, was taken by surprise, too.

February 27, 2013
Multi-Vendor Forum Showcases License Plate-Enabled Parking, a Growing Trend in the Industry, and Highlights New Implementation at Loyola Marymount University 
Four integrated parking solutions providers partnered to bring discussions about License Plate-Enabled Parking (LEP) to Dallas, Los Angeles, Newark and Miami over the last two weeks of January. Digital Payment Technologies, Genetec, Parkmobile and T2 Systems joined together to showcase LEP and the unified, virtual permit solution their technologies make possible.

February 26, 2013
Don’t be Misled by Parking Space Economics
Donald Shoup’s famous parking policy book arrived the mail last week. Even though I’m about 5 years late to the party, the book still seems revolutionary. I still remember the first time I realized that parking dominates local neighborhood conversation. I was young and naïve and just starting to pay attention to Twin Cities’ urban planning debates. I was just amazed that people were getting very upset about parking spots. “

February 26, 2013
EDITORIAL: New parking rates are a good step forward
Street parking in the International District has been an issue for a while. In tandem with the weak economy, restaurants in the International District have seen a drop in dinner-time business by up to 40 percent since the original increase in parking rates. But there’s good news. After much work by the CIDBIA, parking rates will finally be dropping in March. Though it’s not a return to pre-2012 levels, it’s a good start.

February 26, 2013
Rodeo parking causes problems for business owners
The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo has always been good for business in the city of Houston, but that's not the case for beautician Shameka Fisher. Her customer list is full and her day is busy laying tracks in her clients heads, but she says that business has been on the decline since the kick off of the rodeo season. Fisher says, " A lot of people will ask if it's rodeo season...I'm not coming to get my hair done."

February 26, 2013
Free Rainey Street parking ends Thursday
On-street parking in the Rainey Street area, free up to now, will become pay parking Thursday. The city of Austin has installed pay stations on several streets in the popular entertainment district, as well as in the parking lot of the Mexican American Cultural Center, and will activate them that day. The $1-an-hour parking cost for the 315 on-street spaces will apply on the same schedule as downtown: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Wednesday, 8 a.m. to midnight Thursday and Friday, and 11 a.m. to midnight on Saturday. Sunday parking remains free.

February 26, 2013
Philly Parking Authority Expects $4M Decline In Revenue
It appears drivers in Philadelphia are following the city's parking rules, resulting in fewer parking tickets issued by the Philadelphia Parking Authority and less in revenue. The agency on Tuesday released its budget and says it expects a $4 million decline in revenue as a result of fewer tickets and more drivers following the rules. In a statement, PPA Executive Director Vince Fenerty said the decrease in revenue is due to fewer drivers breaking parking laws coupled with new parking kiosks, which make it easier for drivers to follow the rules by paying with credit cards instead of cash.

February 26, 2013
Hinsdale could offer parking ticket amnesty
Parking scofflaws won't get off for free, but they would be able to realize a large savings under a parking amnesty program being considered in Hinsdale. The plan was approved Monday by the village's Zoning and Public Affairs Committee. It must now be approved by the Village Board. [image: http://articles.chicagotribune.com/images/pixel.gif]Police Chief Brad Bloom said the village is owed more than $442,000 in outstanding parking fees. 

February 26, 2013
Parking deal is critical to Wasson Way trail
On the East Side, plenty of people want the Wasson Way bike and pedestrian trail to be built. “If you’re looking for transformational bang for your buck, Wasson Way is the project the city should be supporting,” said Janet Buening, president of the Hyde Park Neighborhood Council. “It would be a great benefit,” said Craig Rozen, Oakley Community Council vice president, “not only to our community and our neighbors in Hyde Park, but for the entire city of Cincinnati.”
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