Parking Stories: December 21 – 27, 2012 


December 27, 2012
Chicago parking meter rates to rise again in 2013
In an annual ritual that has become as predictable if not as joyous as a New Year’s Eve countdown to midnight, Chicago drivers again will have to dig a little deeper to pay to park at meters in 2013. Loop rates will go up 75 cents to $6.50 an hour as part of scheduled fee increases included in Mayor Richard Daley’s much-criticized 2008 lease of the city’s meters to Chicago Parking Meters LLC. Paid street parking in neighborhoods near the Loop will rise 25 cents and reach $4 an hour. 

December 26, 2012
How Smart Is Smart Parking - And For Whom?
Parking enforcers, not motorists in search of available parking, may be the main beneficiaries of 'smart parking' technology as they have the ability to immediately spot parking spaces where vehicles have overstayed their time limits and by how long. Randall Stross, an author and professor of business at San Jose State University, analyzes the current state of smart parking technology and just how useful it is, and to whom.

December 26, 2012
Tow-truck firms sue over Seattle's cap on fees
The state association of tow-truck operators is suing the city of Seattle over its efforts to cap the sometimes exorbitant fees towing companies charge to remove a vehicle from private property. In a suit filed in King County Superior Court, the Towing and Recovery Association of Washington argues that the city cannot adopt regulations that are inconsistent with state law regulating towing and impound fees.

December 26, 2012
Instead of building more parking spots, Parking Panda lets people rent out the ones they already own 
In this great, sprawling country of ours, there are simultaneously too many parking spaces and never enough. But with 800 million spaces out there — about three per car on the road — it stands to reason that at any given time, many of those parking spots are empty. One company is trying to change that, though, by helping average human beings turn into small, hyperlocal parking garage operators, i.e. rent out their parking spaces when they’re not using them.

December 26, 2012
You Have to Give to Receive (Positive Media Coverage)
Can you image a newscast beginning with, “Well, you don’t have to go to the library to pick up good fiction. Downtown Eugene now has a very unusual venue for stories–the steps of a [public] parking garage.” Can you imagine a municipal parking program staging an event that is covered by every local media outlet and involves the mayor, award-winning local writers, and celebrity Slug Queens? Can you imagine a municipal parking program where getting positive media coverage is considered the norm? I can because it is happening right here in Eugene, Ore. 

December 26, 2012
Fears parking fees in East Grinstead will price out shoppers
Shoppers could snub East Grinstead in favour of nearby towns where parking is free, traders fear. And they are calling for parking fees in the town to be scrapped in line with places like Crowborough, Forest Row and Uckfield to encourage trade to the town. Cathy Pearce, of Melange, in Queens Walk, told the Courier and Observer: "People are struggling and it makes me sad, people are losing their jobs.



December 26, 2012
Reform parking rules to cut costs, boost property values
Enormous surface parking lots line segments of Colonial Drive, Semoran Boulevard, and Pine Hills Road. These vast lots, often more than half-empty, give an impression of blight and economic decline. Yet developers built them in strict compliance with local ordinances. Local governments and some businesses perpetuate these dismal development patterns. CVS, for example, demands that each of its new stores have at least 75 parking spaces. Why? Has anyone seen 75 people at a CVS at one time?

December 26, 2012
Pittsburgh council to vote on hours for parking meters
Pittsburgh City Council may make another effort this week to coax additional parking meter revenue from a parking authority that has been cold to the idea in the past. Council will take a final vote Thursday on legislation that would limit enforcement of on-street parking meters from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. citywide through June 30. Without the bill's passage, enforcement as of Jan. 2 will be extended four hours, until 10 p.m. Monday through Saturday, in seven neighborhoods.

December 26, 2012
Chicago Clinches Title For Nation’s Highest Parking Meter Rates
Another year, another parking meter price hike. Chicago motorists will celebrate the start of 2013 by ringing a fifth consecutive year of parking meter rate increases, further insuring the Windy City retains its title for the nation’s most expensive parking meters. Back in December, 2008 the city council approved a privatization deal put together by then Mayor Richard Daley, which leased the city’s metered parking spaces to a private firm for $1.16 billion dollar. But as part of that 75-year agreement, the city agreed to allow meter rates to rise annually for the contract’s initial five years, ultimately making Chicago’s downtown rates the highest in nation.

December 26, 2012
$300,000 of Reading city parking tickets may be invalid
Unpaid Reading Parking Authority tickets sent to district court since late September may be invalid because they contain the stamped signature of Lawrence H. Lee, the former executive director who was fired Sept. 26, a district judge said Wednesday. The problem comes at a bad time for the city and Berks County, which are seeing declining revenues from a sharp drop in the numbers of tickets issued. Based on the first 10 months of 2012, the signature issue could affect more than 5,000 tickets worth more than $300,000 in revenue. A signature is not required on the electronic ticket, but it is required on the verification letter the authority sends to people who did not pay within 10 days of being cited.

December 26, 2012
Denver Public Works rewards legally-parked drivers with prepaid parking cards
When Joseph Purvis walks up to a car, he typically gets this reaction: “Sir, wait! I`m right here!” Purvis said, imitating a concerned driver about to get a parking ticket from him. For three years, Purvis has been handing out parking tickets. But recently, he`s been getting a different greeting from drivers. “Is this a joke?” a woman asked as Purvis handed her a $5 parking card. No, it`s not a joke. This holiday season, Denver Public Works is giving away 250 $5 parking cards.

December 26, 2012
Western Massachusetts cities and towns put parking bans into effect ahead of predicted snowstorm
Ahead of a snowstorm that is forecast to bring close to a foot of snow in some portions of Massachusetts, officials in Springfield, Holyoke, Northampton, West Springfield and other Western Massachusetts municipalities began issuing parking bans to go into effect Wednesday night. Springfield issued a parking ban that will go into effect starting tonight at 7 and will end Thursday at 4 p.m. 




December 26, 2012
The End of Parking Misery
Parking is one of the most vexed commodities in modern American life. A nation of about 300 million citizens with 255 million registered cars has as many as 800 million parking spaces, but not enough at the right place at the right time. A family needs a place to park their car when they’re home, but that space goes empty whenever they’re at work. Workers need a place to park their car when they’re at the office, but nobody is at the office most of the time. For all this parking bounty, it often seems that there’s never anywhere to park—at least not where you want to go. 

The city’s parking enforcement officer, Matt Williams, has been called “every name in the book.”
He’s had tickets knocked out of his hand.
He’s had motorists follow him in their vehicle to hurl more insults.
He’s had people gang up on him just for telling them to move their cars.
Without a doubt, people don’t like getting that little piece of paper tucked under their windshield wiper, especially since parking fines were bumped to $50 earlier this year, Williams said.
December 25, 2012
Program to help homeless living in cars off to slow, steady start
In the year since Seattle launched the Safe Parking pilot project for homeless people living in their cars, just two churches have opened their parking lots, providing a total of seven spaces. But the city is expanding the project and hopes to provide more services. A 59-year old man who goes by the nickname "Wavy" knows what it's like to live in a van and try to find a place to park for the night. He's been awakened by police telling him to move along. A homeowner called 911 when he parked in a West Seattle neighborhood.

December 25, 2012
Parking system goes haywire
With no records on illegal and leased out parking lots, no one seems to be sure of how much revenue the GHMC gains from paid parking in the City. Flouting rules in the GHMC begins at the street level. The issue of parking lot auctions began in 2010, when the responsibility of public parking lots, earlier manned by contractors or self help groups (SHGs), was handed over to the respective zonal commissioners. Prior to this, there was no tender system or auction system followed as the previous contractors were given responsibility of the parking lots.

December 25, 2012
Traffic wardens given tape measures to fine motorists £70 for parking more than 19 inches from the kerb
Traffic wardens have been issued with tape measures to fine motorists who park more than 19 inches from the kerb. Drivers face a £70 fine if they breach the diktat – which is enforced on all roads even where no other parking restrictions apply. Officials claim the new rule targets ‘thoughtless and reckless’ drivers. But motorists reacted with fury, accusing Gwynedd Council in North Wales of introducing ‘another tax on drivers’.

December 25, 2012
City manager signs lease for new parking lot
Fifth Street shoppers will have another place to park next year in a new city parking lot. City Manager Pete Carr reported Orland has signed a three-year lease with Wayne Chong to use an abandoned parking lot next to the Pizza Palace. The City Council approved the deal last week following a closed session review, Carr said. Carr added the lot will be re-graded and ready to go in about a month. Four nearby businesses will help pay for the upgrade, Carr said, making the costs neutral to the city.

December 25, 2012
About The Bay: San Francisco’s Parking Costs For 2013
The beginning of the new year will bring some changes to the streets of San Francisco – and you’ll need some change to deal with the changes. After all, there will soon be no free ride on Sundays in San Francisco. Well, technically, it’s no free parking – at least in metered spots. “In the 1940s this policy was implemented for free parking,” Paul Rose, spokesman, San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, explained why, until now, drivers could park for free at metered spots on Sundays.

December 24, 2012
Free parking at Hoboken meters for rest of the holiday season
The City Council last week voted 6-2 to suspend metered parking through Jan. 2 to encourage shoppers to do their holiday shopping in the Mile Square City.  Council members David Mello and Jennifer Giattino voted against the measure at Wednesday's City Council meeting. Theresa Castellano, who owns City Discount House clothing store, at 207 Washington St. and introduced the measure, said that the Hoboken Chamber of Commerce had requested her to introduce the resolution.

December 24, 2012
Fenton Restricts Commercial Vehicle Parking
Fenton updated its municipal code, limiting the parking and uses of commercial and recreational vehicles inside the city limits. The Board of Aldermen passed three measures at Thursday's meeting, responding to residents' concerns about the traffic and congestion created by the vehicles, as well as the unattractive appearance of some.
The amendments reflect the changes in size and use of modern vehicles, said Alderwoman Chris Clauss, chairman of the Police Committee and sponsor of the legislation.

December 24, 2012
Helena Parking Commission gives back
The Helena Parking Commission is doing its part in giving back to the Helena community during the holiday season with a couple of parking deals for citizens.  For the past month, the parking commission has given downtown shopper's with expired parking meters an extra hour for free.  If their time is up, shoppers will receive what is called an "elf notice" on their windshield, which notifies them of their free additional hour. The Parking Commission is also helping the Helena Food Share by accepting nonperishable food items in exchange for discounted ticket fees.  

December 24, 2012
Bellingham to resume enforcement of parking meters day after Christmas 
The city's gift of free parking at downtown meters expires on Christmas Day. Enforcement of meters and ground-level parking in the Parkade, 1300 Commercial St., resumes on Wednesday, Dec. 26. Parking was free at meters starting Dec. 10 to encourage shopping and other business downtown. Owners of vehicles found parked at an expired meter will receive a $10 fine. A $10 late fee is added if the owner doesn't respond within 15 days.

December 24, 2012
New lot could solve Wheeling parking problem
Wheeling officials are hopeful a neighborhood controversy over employee parking for the Fresh Farms grocery can be averted without their involvement. But if employees fail to park in a lot newly leased for them, the village will investigate parking restrictions to keep their cars off nearby residential streets, officials said. Center Avenue behind the shopping center on the southwest corner of Dundee Road and Milwaukee Avenue has generated the most complaints.

December 24, 2012
City in battle over parking enforcement
The city of Toledo is again fighting a battle on downtown parking ticket enforcement that it surrendered to its police unions nearly two years ago. The Downtown Toledo Parking Authority, under orders from the Bell administration, has resumed writing tickets for vehicles parked illegally downtown — other than those at expired meters. The head of the city’s police patrolmen and command officers unions filed grievances claiming that is police work. Dan Wagner, president of the Toledo Police Patrolman's Association, said a long history establishes those tickets as police work.

December 24, 2012
Vancouver plans downtown parking garage sale that draws criticism
The City of Vancouver is looking to cut its losses by selling a money-losing downtown parking garage it helped finance 21 years ago as an economic development project. The proposal has drawn some flak because of the low selling price. The buyers have offered $1.1 million for the Main Place Parking Garage at 1111 Main St. Its assessed value is $3.1 million. The offer is from Realvest Corp., representing Main Place Partners of Vancouver, which owns the building next to the garage and already controls most of the garage through leases. 


December 23, 2012
How to Get Temporary Visitor Parking Permits in Georgetown 
Do you have family or friends visiting DC from out of town for the Christmas or New Year's holiday? If they drove, you may want to get them a DC temporary visitor parking permit. Parking officers will not be issuing tickets Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, but they will resume normal enforcement activities Wednesday. For the New Year's holiday officers will not enforce parking Jan. 1.

December 23, 2012
Albany Parking Authority announces free parking on Christmas
The Albany Parking Authority has announced a parking meter holiday for Christmas. This year, all single- and multi-space meters in downtown Albany will be programmed to notify drivers that parking is free this Christmas so they may enjoy their holiday. “We understand the holidays are all about family and community,” said Michael Klein, executive director of the Albany Parking Authority. “Families come to downtown Albany to enjoy the entertainment and dining, and we want them to know that their holiday experience will include free parking.”

December 23, 2012
Officers crack down on parking violators 
You better watch out: it isn't just Santa who knows if you've been naughty. The Illinois Secretary of State Police was at Alton Square Mall Saturday on the lookout for violations of the state's Disabilities Placard law. The enforcement program is about seven years old. The violations watch is ongoing, but investigator Bob Campbell said "there's a lot more emphasis during the holidays." Campbell was among seven other investigators conducting checks in District 4 out of Belleville, which covers Southern Illinois.

December 23, 2012
Hermosa Comedian Wins Parking Permit Design Contest 
Local comedian Jeff Capri has designed the winning art in the city’s Third Annual Parking Permit Art Contest. His design, a seagull flying over a beach volleyball match at sunset, will be featured on city-issued parking permits for 2013-2014. “We chose Mr. Capri’s design from among many wonderful entries because it depicts the beauty of nature and the active lifestyle that have come to define our city,” said Mayor Jeff Duclos in a press release.

December 23, 2012
Parking As Residential Incentive: Where?
About 40 monthly parking permits in Ann Arbor’s public parking system – to be sold to a proposed project at 624 Church St. – have been the topic of discussion by the Ann Arbor Downtown Development Authority in the last few months. Most recently, at the Dec. 19 meeting of the DDA’s operations committee, the discussion focused on location: For which of the six public parking structures would monthly permits be sold? The developer of the 624 Church St. project would prefer that the project be allowed to buy permits in the Forest parking structure.

December 23, 2012
Parking garages turn to smartphone apps to attract night, weekend drivers
Owners of some of the District’s parking garages are turning to smartphone apps to attract the increasing number of motorists looking to park at night or on weekends, times when their facilities once sat vacant in this town dominated by weekday commuters. D.C.-based Colonial Parking, which operates 250 parking facilities around the city, is the latest to do so. The firm plans to use an app called ParkMe, which shows drivers which garages have vacant spots and how much they cost per hour.

December 23, 2012
Santa Monica Parking App For iPhone Released Using Real-Time Information
A new app for iPhone hopes to make it easier for motorists to find vacant parking spaces in Santa Monica.
Santa Monica Parking – Powered by ParkMe, provides real-time parking information for the city’s 28 lots, 12 structures, and 5,967 on-street metered parking spaces. iPhone users can download the app for free via the Apple App Store by using the search string “Santa Monica Parking.” An Android version will be available in the coming months.  Users can customize their parking options based on price, total time required for parking, and distance. 

December 22, 2012
The Learning Curve of Smart Parking
Place “smart” in front of a noun and you immediately have something that somehow sounds improved. In its current state, however, “smart parking” is in some ways little different from regular parking. The term refers to a beguiling technology, now being tested in several cities, that uses sensors to determine whether a particular spot on the street or in a parking garage is occupied or vacant. When a car has overstayed its allotted time, the technology can also send the information to a parking enforcement officer with ticket book in hand. 

December 22, 2012
Spend less time hunting for parking this holiday
It's a busy weekend of last minute shopping at the mall, but there are ways to cut down on time spent circling the parking lot. The head of a firm that tracks mall parking lots using satellite images tells the Wall Street Journal that lots tend to fill up in a bell-shaped curve around an entrance.  That means the best place to find a spot at a mall is likely to be equidistant from two entrances. Parking between two entrances can also make it easier to get out of the parking lot as fewer people will be walking to or from their cars in that area. 

December 22, 2012
Cleveland Heights parking fines to increase in 2013
City council unanimously voted Dec. 17 to increase fines for several parking offenses by $5 beginning Jan. 1. The boost applies to the following offenses, with each price listed reflecting the new initial fine: parking in truck loading zones - $20; parking in bus zones - $25; parking during posted rush hours - $30; blocking a drive - $20; parking on private of public property - $20; unlawful parking in meter zone - $20.

December 22, 2012
City, Diamond ink parking contract 
Parking enforcement will return in early January following council members’ approval of a contract with Diamond Parking Wednesday night. In an effort to create a manageable parking situation downtown and potentially bring in new revenue, council members voted to accept a proposal from Diamond Parking to fill the enforcement void created from the loss of the municipal police officers. The new system is expected to be operational by no later than Jan. 8.

December 22, 2012
Oceanside cuts free beach parking for handicapped
Free parking for handicapped drivers will be fading away in some city parking lots near Oceanside’s harbor and beach. Parking has been free for drivers with handicapped license plates or placards because the fee collection boxes were inaccessible to people in wheelchairs, said Bryan Forward, city ordinance enforcement supervisor.
‘It’s been an informal policy over the years because of the accessibility issues,” Forward said. 

December 21, 2012
Parking authority studies pay-by-phone technology
With the installation of nearly 560 multispace metering devices completed, Pittsburgh Parking Authority is pursuing other modernization initiatives. The authority board voted Thursday to consider adding a pay-by-phone feature to the multispace machines, which are used for on-street parking spaces and metered lots Downtown and in parts of 11 other neighborhoods. It also voted to develop an on-line reservation system for spaces in six of the authority's Downtown garages.

December 21, 2012
Dubuque to Enforce Odd-Even Parking Policy
Many eastern Iowa cities are still under "snow emergencies" following the recent blizzard. That's each city's way of telling people not to park in certain areas to allow for plowing.  After a big storm the snow forces cars to park further and further way from the curb. On Dubuque's primary streets, posted signs let drivers know it's a snow route. The sign explains when drivers should move a car to avoid a $30 ticket. Just a few months after moving to Dubuque, Robert Webb spent Friday helping to dig his aunt's car out of the snow along University Avenue.

December 21, 2012
Parking changes could evict homeless from 3rd Street
The city is trying to boot the homeless from a stretch of road under a freeway that has for years served as a refuge for those with nowhere to go. The area – both sides of 3rd Street, between W and X Streets – currently has no parking restrictions, and vehicles park there for lengthy periods of time, according to the city. There are 59 spaces along the section of 3rd Street – which is covered by freeways – and the police department has received multiple complaints of homeless people living in their cars, "creating an unsafe environment," according to a staff report.

December 21, 2012
Snow emergency ends at midnight; parking rules confuse drivers
The City of Omaha is ending its snow emergency designation at midnight. The city stopped ticketing people who parked contrary to emergency snow restrictions at noon. But city crews expect to be plowing streets until about noon Saturday. Austin Rowser, the city's assistant street maintenance engineer, said they'll mostly be doing cleanup and widening driveable roadways. Leo Velasquez is being told he needs to park across the street, and he is dubious.

December 21, 2012
Some South Hayward BART parking could shift to city streets
BART and city planners are considering a plan to designate parking for transit patrons on three main thoroughfares near the South Hayward BART station. The proposal is an attempt to deal with parked cars that will overflow onto city streets as the result of a plan to build housing at the station. As originally envisioned, the housing was to be built on an existing BART overflow parking lot, and the 174 vehicles that park in the overflow lot -- along with 125 more that now park on nearby streets -- would move to a new garage.

December 21, 2012
Bethlehem Parking authority is offering valet service
Tired of looking for a meter when you go to Bethlehem?  Let the parking authority park your car for you. The Bethlehem parking authority started valet service last month and so far it's been a hit with business owners and the customers. Forget loading the meter. Or even parking in a garage when you go to historic Bethlehem. Now you can have someone park the car for you. “Valet services themselves adds a special touch to any business," said Tom Hartley, executive director for the Bethlehem parking authority.

