Parking Stories: December 26, 2012 – January 3, 2013


January 3, 2013
Fremont Needs Attention From SDOT and Metro
Downtown Fremont is a busy place for transit. The Fremont Bridge is the gateway to much of north-central and northwest Seattle, and Fremont itself is a bustling urban village which attracts excellent ridership throughout the day. With about 16 buses per hour in the peak, 12 per hour midday, and 8 per hour in the evening, it’s a place where prioritizing transit over parking doesn’t require justification based on future demand — it’s already overdue. The essence of the problem is shown in the photo above and map at right. There are two bus zones on Fremont Ave, just north of 34th, with parking immediately to the north of them. 

January 3, 2013
New Portsmouth parking rules, rates take effect today
A slate of new downtown parking rules goes into effect today. Changes approved by the City Council late last year include an increase of all two-hour time limits for on-street parking to three hours, free parking programs at the High-Hanover parking garage, and a variable parking rate structure. Perhaps the biggest change will be the variable parking rate program. The rate will increase to $1.50 per hour on "high-occupancy" streets and will remain $1 per hour on less-frequented streets.

January 3, 2013
Yardley council discusses parking problem 
The Bucks County Planning Commission paid a visit to Yardley on Wednesday to give suggestions on how to improve parking in the borough. Lynn Bush, executive director of the commission, presented a fact-finding mission that narrowed down possibilities to fix the borough’s parking problem. Currently there is a total of 738 spaces inside the borough with 695 off-street spaces. Of these, only 43 public spaces reside on Main Street and Afton Avenue and only 60 public off-street spaces, with 44 of them inside Buttonwood Park, according to Bush. “

January 3, 2013
New Downtown Parking Rates Go into Effect Today 
City residents and visitors will notice some big changes when they park downtown beginning today. After enjoying nearly four weeks of free holiday parking, the city's new tiered parking rates go into effect on Thursday, and drivers will have to make sure they are purchasing the right color parking ticket for the corresponding zone. Motorists will notice that in the city's highest demand downtown streets that lead to and from Market Square, the parking machines and meters will display Zone A red stickers, which means that they can park in those spaces for up to three hours at $1.50 per hour.

January 2, 2013
Seattle enjoying a car-sharing boom 
Car rental giant Avis announced Wednesday it will buy the car sharing company Zipcar for $500 million.  Zipcar is the market leader in the fast growing “car sharing” industry, but they’re not the only contender. Zipcar has strong presence in Seattle where dozens of cars are scattered at lots around town, ready for pick-up at a moment’s notice.  Members are allowed to rent the car for as little as an hour and as much as four days. More and more people are using programs like this get around.   “It's nice to pick it up when I need it and drop it off when I don't,” Linda Eaves said.  Eaves recently moved to downtown Seattle and left her car behind in Auburn.

January 2, 2013
Resolutions
A tradition I thoroughly enjoy is putting together my list of resolutions for the coming year. It’s pretty standard for me to include such aspirations as, “work out more,” and “eat less junk food,” but this year I thought I’d turn to many of my colleagues on the IPI Board of Directors for inspiration in hopes of not giving up a week into 2013. I looked back at each of the Entrance columns written in The Parking Professional magazine in 2012 to pull together my list.

January 2, 2013
Will Avis Destroy Zipcar?
If you can't beat 'em, buy 'em. That seems to be an increasingly popular mantra these days, and that's exactly what Avis will do, as the aging car-rental giant announced Wednesday morning that it plans to acquire Zipcar for $500 million. Avis, stuck in the traditional pay-per-day model while rivals Hertz and Enterprise offered hourly rental options, will pay double what Facebook paid for Instagram, a service that made zero dollars, for the start-up that creeped on its own market share — Zipcar made $4 million last year. 

January 2, 2013
Driving to Pittsburgh: Reserve your right to primo parking
LeMont is a Five-Star Dining Award restaurant atop Mt. Washington brimming with scents of cedar-planked salmon and rack of lamb persille.  The Smithfield-Liberty Garage is an eight-level parking facility Downtown awash in the aromas of exhaust fumes and oily concrete. Both places have their respective ambiences but serve vastly different purposes (you dine in one, you drive into the other). Besides being standing structures, they have virtually nothing in common. That‘s about to change. 

January 2, 2013
Lafayette parking meter rates increase
Lafayette drivers are scrambling for more change to put into the parking meters after an increase in parking rates was approved by the City-Parish Council. The Advertiser reports ( http://bit.ly/133Lecb) the new rates, which went into effect Nov. 1, bumped the cost of a typical two-hour meter from 60 cents to $1, and the cost of a one-hour meter from 40 cents to 60 cents. Officials estimate the parking meters will bring in about $242,000 for fiscal year 2012-13 - an increase of nearly $42,000. 

January 2, 2013
New Year– and New Chicago Parking Meter Rates
Mayor Richard M. Daley: the gift that keeps on giving. Even if you did not resolve to continue getting nickeled and dimed by local government in 2013, you will.  Due to the 75 year deal our old *friend* Mayor Daley signed (prior to ramming it through the spineless City Council), parking meter rates increase again today. In the loop– bordered by Wacker Drive, Lake Michigan, and Congress Parkway– the rates increase from $5.75 per hour, which is already the most expensive in the country, to $6.50 an hour. 

January 2, 2013
Mostly Main Street: Ellicott City wants you to find a vacant parking space
Now that the holidays are over, expect some changes in the parking situation in the historic district that should make the experience much better. First, there is now a new app for your smartphone called Parker, which will allow you to locate available parking without just wandering around and hoping for the best. The county has installed sensors in the 600 local parking spaces that will tell a visitor if the space is available and if it is free or a paid spot. Also, soon the new meters on Main Street will go into effect. 

January 2, 2013
Laura Miller hired as Rochester's newest parking director
After a five-month search, the city has hired a new parking director — a woman who formerly held a similar position with the Athens, Ga., Downtown Development Authority. Laura Miller will begin work on Jan. 22, and be paid $100,770. She replaces Susan Olley, who was dismissed back in July. According to the city, Miller has more than 20 years of experience in transportation and parking administration. She worked for the Athens agency the past four years, and reportedly resigned her position there last month.



January 2, 2013
Bethesda, Silver Spring increase parking rates for 2013
It now costs more to park in Silver Spring and North Bethesda.  Both short-term and long-term parking rates increased. Short-term parking rates increased from 75 cents to $1 per hour. The rates went up Jan. 1, but since it was a federal holiday, Jan. 2 is the first day people will pay the new rates. Long-term rates, longer than four hours, increased from 60 to 65 cents and monthly parking permits increased from $113 to $123. 

January 2, 2013
Avis buying Zipcar in deal worth nearly $500M
Avis is leaping into the car-sharing service business by buying Zipcar for $491.2 million, aiming to capture a new type of customer and technology that will vastly expand its car rental options. Car sharing has become a popular alternative to traditional rentals in metropolitan areas and on college campuses, allowing members to get a vehicle for an hour or two for short trips instead of renting a car for a day or using mass transit. The segment has been growing while traditional car rentals have struggled in the current slow-growth economy.

January 2, 2013
Avis Acquires Zipcar: What Are the Implications? 
In a sign of the increasing market for car-sharing, Avis car rental is expected to purchase Zipcar today for a tidy $500 million. With the acquisition, the car rental giant will begin offering short-term car rentals, as have competitors Global and Enterprise. Car-sharing has the potential to help households make more trips via transit, biking, or walking, instead of using the car as the default choice for every trip. But is the Zipcar acquisition good or bad news for the shift to cleaner, more efficient modes? The short answer is that, at this point, it’s anyone’s guess and could still play out either way.

January 2, 2013
SF Merchants Concerned About Sunday Parking Meter Enforcement
Merchants in San Francisco are not happy for the most part that parking meters are going to be enforced citywide starting Sunday, January 6th. They’re concerned the new policy will ruin or at least slow what little business some of them now get on Sundays. Sunday enforcement has been the rule at Fisherman’s Wharf, but now it spreads throughout the city. Some merchants said it will be hard on them with customers not having as much time as they need to spend in their stores.

January 2, 2013
Some Parking Rates Increase In Downtown Pittsburgh In New Year
As we usher in the New Year, get ready for higher parking rates at certain lots in the City of Pittsburgh. At the ALCO General Robinson parking garage, KDKA found prices up a buck from $6 a day to $7. Monthly leases there are going up from $125 to $135. Over at the Stanwix Street garage, managed by InterPark, monthly leases went up by $10. There’s been no change in Pittsburgh Parking Authority rates.

January 2, 2013
Parkspot: Finding A Parking Spot Just Got A Little Less Horrible
How many times have you wished for a friend selfless and insecure enough to camp out in a parking spot days before you need it, saving you both worry and hassle? Parkspot's here to take that role. What does it do?
At participating garages, valets, and parking lots, Parkspot's time tracker makes sure you only pay for the time you're actually in the spot. Even better, you can reserve spots ahead of time based on your preferences and purchase history.

January 1, 2013
San Francisco merchants bracing for start of Sunday parking meter enforcement this weekend
With the change scheduled to start this weekend, local businesses are begrudgingly gearing up for Sunday parking meter enforcement in The City. Approved last April, the program is expected to bring in $1.9 million a year for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, which oversees city transportation policies. The agency has said the meter enforcement, from noon to 6 p.m., will update antiquated parking rules, increase turnover in front of businesses and better manage traffic along commercial corridors.

January 1, 2013
New Year Brings New Parking Rules For San Francisco
2013 ushers in a “change” of sorts – time to start collecting your quarters because metered parking will be enforced in the City by the Bay on Sundays. “Starting on January 6, we’ll begin enforcing Sunday meters from noon until 6 p.m.,” warned Paul Rose, spokesman, San Francisco Metropolitan Transportation Agency. “For the first three Sundays we’ll be offering warnings rather than citations to help get the word out that this has started.”

January 1, 2013
Parking authority sued over enforcement
A city man filed a $50,000 lawsuit Monday alleging the city, the Reading Parking Authority and others conspired to violate his rights under the Americans with Disabilities Act. The suit also alleges the authority violated the rights of people who did not pay their parking tickets and after Sept. 26 got letters from the authority containing the signature of former Executive Director Lawrence H. Lee, swearing the information in the letter was correct.

January 1, 2013
Fake parking attendants outrage a lot
It's been a year and a half since a chronic scammer named Fofana Mbemba got the city's attention on the issue of parking attendant impersonators - people who pretend to be working at a parking lot that's actually self-service and take unsuspecting drivers' money. And with major events like the America's Cup regatta approaching, it doesn't seem like much has changed. Not only is Mbemba's rap sheet now 13 pages long, including at least seven arrests since his mug shot was splashed on TV in July 2011, but others are in on the game as well.

December 31, 2012
Sandy brings parking ticket holiday in lower Manhattan
There was at least one good thing that Hurricane Sandy blew away — the city’s usual blizzard of parking tickets.
Sandy’s flood has led to a drought of parking citations in lower Manhattan, with drivers spared hefty fines because city ticket agents were reassigned in the storm’s aftermath, The Post has learned. “There were almost no tickets at all,” said parking- ticket watchdog Glen Bolofsky. “We normally would get many more than 1,000 tickets a week. It went down to, like, 30. So they weren’t writing tickets.”

December 31, 2012
Will California's New Parking Meter Law Impact Laguna Beach? 
A myriad of new state laws begin on New Year’s Day (FYI: that's tomorrow), and one in particular might have you wondering how it will affect Laguna Beach—or at least your wallet. This would be Senate Bill 1388, signed by Governor Brown in July. The law allows motorists to park at broken parking meters for the posted time limit without the fear of getting a ticket. But Laguna Beach city officials contacted by Patch say that the new law doesn’t really apply to our parking meter-saturated town, because the city doesn’t issue tickets to drivers who are parked at busted meters.

December 31, 2012
New Parking Meters into Effect in 2013, Exactly When Unclear 
New parking meters in Ellicott City’s Historic District have been installed and line Main Street and Maryland Avenue. The meters, which were put in place in early November, are hidden under padlocked covers, set to “go live” after Jan. 1. But when, exactly, after Jan. 1 is not yet clear. “We don’t have a firm ‘go live’ date,” Director of Special Projects for the Department of Planning and Zoning Steve Lafferty wrote in an email on Tuesday, Dec. 31. 

December 31, 2012
Downtown Elkhart parking experiment may become permanent
It looks like an experiment in downtown Elkhart, to add more parking spaces, will become permanent. This past summer, the city switched several blocks of Main Street from parallel to angled parking. That added more than four dozen places to park. The city says it took awhile but feels drivers on Main Street have gotten use to angled parking along a five-block area, north of the railroad tracks by the Post Office. 

December 30, 2012
Toledo, police union fight over parking
The city of Toledo is again fighting with the police union over who should be writing the parking tickets downtown.
The Blade newspaper reports that the mayor's office has ordered the Downtown Toledo Parking Authority to resume writing tickets for vehicles parked illegally downtown, other than those at expired meters. The head of the city's police patrolmen and command officers unions has filed grievances claiming that is police work.

December 30, 2012
When meter runs out, find a new block 
As a resident of the South End, Marleen Nienhuis tries to bike more than she drives, but she needed her Volvo wagon to haul wreath-making supplies to the holiday sale that underwrites the Garden Club of Back Bay’s work maintaining trees along the street. When she returned to the car with time on the meter, she said, she was surprised to find a ticket tucked under the hood.  Though she accepts occasional parking tickets as a cost of city living, this one gnawed at Nienhuis enough to prompt a call, raising a good question about Boston parking rules.

December 30, 2012
Parking hassle deters patrons
Here's a candidate for a textbook approach to discouraging business: Extend the hours that parking payment is required around downtown businesses from 6 to 10 p.m. Post the hours on the meters in such small type that only a professional meter reader, or maybe a mind reader, could decipher. Then charge $42 to anybody who gets a parking ticket. That's what the city of Tempe has done in and around the Mill Avenue area, as well as on College Avenue and Fifth Street in downtown Tempe. And this is what has to change.

December 29, 2012
Coon Rapids cracks down on overnight truck parking
The city of Coon Rapids will be cracking down on overnight parking in commercial and office districts.
An ordinance was adopted by the Coon Rapids City Council Dec. 18 that would prohibit the parking of semi-trucks, a vehicle in excess of 26,000 pounds, recreational vehicles (RVs) and trailers in commercial or office zoning districts between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. But the ordinance was not the same at that originally presented to the council. When the council considered it for adoption Nov. 7, the ordinance was tabled for some changes to be made.

December 29, 2012
Downtown Summit Prepares for New Parking in 2013
On Jan.14, 2013 the long-awaited revamped parking lots on Deforest Avenue in downtown Summit will open.
A decade ago, people had to pay to park in downtown Summit.  However, the the lots were renovated and the fees were waived.  Over time, there were fewer shoppers and more people using the spaces that weren’t consumers, including many employees from businesses.

December 29, 2012
White: New parking laws important
The law proposed by Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White to crack down on fraud and abuse of the state’s disability parking program takes effect Jan. 1. The new law includes toughening the penalties for those who abuse a deceased person’s placard or disability license plate. “The message we are sending is simple: If you don’t belong there, don’t park there,” White said in a news release. “These stronger penalties will hopefully make people think twice before they deprive a person with a disability from using a disability parking spot.”

December 29, 2012
Changes in the Works for Collingswood Parking Kiosks
You could take their British spellings. You were happy to have the option of paper tickets on the dashboards or punching in your license plate number. But darn it, Collingswood, you knew deep down that a parking kiosk that takes quarters out of the equation does you no good if it won't—or can't—accept a credit card. Convenience-based changes to the digital parking kiosks that were rolled out earlier this year probably took for granted that the machines have to function appropriately in order to offer them. 

December 29, 2012
Parking meter rates to rise in 9 Pittsburgh neighborhoods
While Pittsburgh City Council has decided to forgo nighttime enforcement of on-street parking meters until summer, nine neighborhoods still will see increases in meter rates Jan. 2. In the part of Oakland roughly bounded by Baum and Bigelow boulevards and Forbes and South Millvale avenues, the hourly rate for on-street parking will jump to $2, up $1. The rate elsewhere in Oakland already is $2.

December 29, 2012
Boston, Other Mass. Communities Declare Snow Emergencies, Parking Bans
With snow beginning to fall, and several inches of accumulation expected, the city of Boston has declared a snow emergency through 9 a.m. Sunday. The snow emergency, along with a parking ban will go into effect Saturday at 9 p.m. Several other communities have declared parking bans ahead of the storm.

December 29, 2012
Snow emergency declared, parking ban in Boston
The city of Boston has hundreds of pieces of equipment out to clear the roads. To help make their job easier, a snow emergency and parking ban is in effect in the city beginning at 9 p.m. Saturday. Alternative parking lots will be open. For more information, go to http://www.cityofboston.gov/snow/ or call the mayor's hotline at 617-635-4500. After a nearly a snowless winter last year, Mother Nature is back at it. 

December 29, 2012
The Bigger Picture: Paid parking varies among communities
Appleton’s self-supporting parking utility takes in hundreds of thousands of dollars each year from the coins drivers’ slide into the downtown area’s single-space meters. With two new pay station machines put in place this fall at Soldier’s Square, the annual revenue could be higher in the future, said Public Works director Paula Vandehey. Appleton today has 962 parking meters — all located in and near the downtown district. The new pay station machines replaced about 30 meters.

December 29, 2012
Auburn parking: a problem with no solution?
There are two sides to every story. For the story of Auburn University’s parking services and the school’s students, faculty and staff, the story is a lose-lose situation. And for this story, it’s about shrinking the divide rather than finding a solution. Don Andrae, parking manager at Auburn University, said it’s a no-win struggle trying to provide parking for all the students, faculty and staff. “Any college is going to have it that way,” Andrae said. 

December 29, 2012
Parking rates to rise in Silver Spring
Drivers in Silver Spring will have to pay more to park after Jan. 1, when new parking rates go into effect. Short-term, long-term and permit parking all are scheduled to increase after the first of the year, though residents should expect the price changes to start gradually in some parking garages, said Rick Siebert, chief of the county's Division of Parking Management. He said all meters and pay stations should be switched over to the new prices by the end of January.

December 28, 2012
‘Tis the Season to be Parking
Parking is a hot topic here in Seattle and around the country. Curl up with a mug of cocoa and catch up on some of the most recent parking stories circling the web. December 27, 2012, Chicago parking meter rates to rise again in 2013; In an annual ritual that has become as predictable if not as joyous as a New Year’s Eve countdown to midnight, Chicago drivers again will have to dig a little deeper to pay to park at meters in 2013. Loop rates will go up 75 cents to $6.50 an hour as part of scheduled fee increases included in Mayor Richard Daley’s much-criticized 2008 lease of the city’s meters to Chicago Parking Meters LLC. 

December 28, 2012
Residential parking program petitioned in Portsmouth
Is the city ready for a residential parking program? While the answer to that question remains unclear, at least one downtown resident has prompted local officials to contemplate the merits of a resident-only parking program for certain city streets and neighborhoods near the downtown. Sudbury Street resident Randy Wright recently approached the city's Parking and Traffic Safety Committee with a petition calling for the city to establish resident-only parking in his neighborhood. 
With downtown shoppers often left searching for parking spaces close to local shops, town officials are taking the first step toward eliminating that problem by undertaking a downtown parking and traffic study this spring.
Through surveys, forums and conversations with residents, town officials determined a lack of parking on Main Street is an issue that needs to be fixed to improve Hudson’s downtown.
"One of the biggest concerns we hear from residents is there is a lack of parking downtown," said Community and Economic Development Assistant Kerin Shea.

December 28, 2012
Portland tows 72 vehicles during winter's 1st parking ban
The city ordered 72 vehicles towed during the overnight parking ban from Thursday into Friday following the first serious winter storm of the season that socked the city with about 10 inches of snow. At the impound lot at Portland Ocean Terminal on Commercial Street, car owners trickled in Friday morning to reclaim their cars, arriving by taxi, on foot or getting a ride from a friend. Getting a release slip cost each owner $135 - a $70 tow fee, $35 impound fee and $30 parking ticket.

December 28, 2012
City beefs up its illegal-parking beat
Some Quail Street residents weren't thrilled about the addition last year of a CDTA bus route to their stretch of Pine Hills, a narrow, largely residential two-way street. But one of the most nettlesome problems, it turns out, isn't the commotion of the buses lumbering along the Mid City Belt. It's geometry. Quail is one of many residential streets in the city with alternate-side-of-the-street parking rules — rules that some motorists openly ignore, leaving the road too narrow for two-way traffic and dangerously close to impassable for buses and trucks.

December 28, 2012
Parking scofflaws get break after storm
City police towed just 16 cars between 8 p.m. Thursday, the start of Albany's latest snow emergency parking ban, and late Friday morning, Officer Steven Smith said. While snow emergencies — which suspend normal parking rules and impose mandatory, 24-hour alternate-side parking – usually land scores of cars in an impound lot, APD tried to holster its hooks this time around recognizing that many people are out of town for the holidays, Assistant Chief Brendan Cox said.

December 28, 2012
Study looks to solve Overland Park downtown parking woes
Overland Park received a $72,000 grant through the Mid-America Regional Council to study how the city should add structured parking to its downtown area. A matching grant from the city and the Downtown Overland Park Partnership has resulted in a draft request for proposal currently under review by the Kansas Department of Transportation to find a consultant to help solve the parking riddle of Overland Park’s downtown redevelopment.
The RFP is expected to go out soon, with responses due by late January or early February.

December 28, 2012
New app hopes to make parking easier in Hillcrest
A new phone app and website, scheduled to launch in February, will hopefully ease parking pains in Hillcrest.
ParkHillcrest.com is an effort by the Uptown Parking District. The app would allow you to type in a Hillcrest destination and immediately, it would show you available parking lots, meters, and even restaurant validations.
“It would be really useful,” said tourist Ximena Gallegos. “Especially for us [who] don’t’ live here.”




December 27, 2012
Pittsburgh gives final approval to delaying nighttime parking enforcement
Drivers won‘t have to worry about feeding Pittsburgh parking meters after 6 p.m. until at least June 30 under legislation City Council approved on Thursday. Council delayed nighttime parking enforcement in seven neighborhoods: Downtown, Shadyside, Squirrel Hill, Oakland, the North Shore, the South Side and the Strip District. Council in 2010 approved expanding enforcement hours until 10 p.m., along with increasing meter rates, to help fill a budget hole created when it dedicated $735 million in parking taxes over 30 years to the pension system. 

December 27, 2012
Muni-meters replacing old coin-op parking meters 
A recent surge of Muni-Meters is targeting different parts of the borough and specifically major boulevards and avenues. The newly installed meters received different reviews from a variety of people in the borough. Some were excited about them, while others were willing to go with whatever option the Department of Transportation makes available. The Muni-Meters are evenly spaced out in regular intervals along designated streets, replacing the old single-spaced meters that have been used by the city for decades.

December 27, 2012
Getting the Rules straight about Parking Meters
I'm surprised about the number of questions I receive concerning parking meters. It doesn't really seem possible that a metal pipe about 3 feet tall that accepts change can be so confusing. A parking meter ticket will cost you about $58.00. Most of the newer installed meters now even have access for credit card payments and a little red sticker attached stating you WILL receive a ticket if parked at a broken meter. So now there is no need to wait for a broken meter to become available or even vandalize the meter yourself to avoid putting in a few quarters. 

December 27, 2012
Portland Declares Citywide Parking Ban Tonight Begninning at 10:00 PM
A citywide parking ban for the City of Portland has been declared beginning at 10:00 pm tonight, December 27th and ending at 6:00 am tomorrow morning, December 28th.  The parking ban has been declared so that Public Services crews can clear and remove snow from today’s storm. Vehicles left on the street during a ban will be towed at the owner’s expense (tow fee – $70, impound fee – $35, ticket cost- $30 and all outstanding tickets must be paid.  

December 27, 2012
SF To Charge For Sunday Parking
Drivers in San Francisco will enjoy their last Sunday of free metered parking this weekend.  To Paul Rose, the idea of free parking on Sundays is old school.  He's spokesman for the San Francisco Metropolitan Transportation Agency.  Rose says paying every day of the week is just one of many changes to the city's parking meters. "We have meters that now accept payment by your cell phone," says Rose. "The SF meters take payment through credit card and cash.  All parking meters take payment from parking cards.  So, coins are really a thing of the past, just like the antiquated policy from the 1940s for meters free on Sunday."

December 27, 2012
Opinion: New Year's Day Should Be No-Parking Day 
New Year’s Day is a special holiday for Chicago Parking LLC: It’s apparently the day the company gets to celebrate squeezing yet more money out of the motorists of Chicago. For the fourth year in a row, the company is raising rates on parking meters. An hour that cost 25 cents before the city sold the parking concession for $1.15 billion in 2008 will now cost $2. Parking in the Loop will cost $6.50 an hour.

December 27, 2012
City Rolls Out Parking Web Site 
Residents and visitors alike now have access to the big picture on parking in Portsmouth through a new parkportsmouth.com website unveiled Thursday.  The website, based on Google maps, highlights a wide range of parking resources from handicap spaces, bicycle racks and free 72-hour parking to valet locations, the downtown business parking validation program and the city’s new time limits and rates which go into effect Jan. 3. 

December 27, 2012
Dubious distinction for Chicago parking meters
Chicago soon will have the most expensive downtown parking meters in North America. On New Year's Day, meters in the city's downtown Loop area will begin charging $6.50 an hour, up from $5.75 - which was already the highest rate in the U.S, reports CBS Chicago station WBBM-TV. The station cites TheExpiredMeter.com as saying $6.50 will be the highest rate in the continent. The company that operates the meters, Chicago Parking Meters LLC, plans to have all machines set to new rates by the end of February. 

December 27, 2012
Citizens support reduced parking enforcement
During a public hearing that took place during the Dec. 3 City Commission meeting, three residents spoke in favor of amending the current hours of enforcement for the city’s parking regulations. Addressing timed parking in the Hillview area, Mary Ciner explained that she has brought a women’s social group to a restaurant on Hillview Street for the past couple years. “One of the reasons I picked this location was the ample parking surrounding the restaurant,” she said. 

December 27, 2012
Merchants don't embrace change in Elmira parking meters
A recent decision to upgrade parking meters in Elmira’s business district isn’t getting rave reviews from local merchants. The meters now only accept quarters — no more nickels and no more dimes. “Parking has always been an issue, and it’s become a little more pervasive because of the change,” said Richard LaVere, of LaVere Media at 111 N. Main St. In early June, Elmira’s City Council approved a resolution that raised the parking rates for the meters on public streets and off-street parking facilities.

December 26, 2012
25 Technologies Every Smart City Should Have
You think cities are crowded now? By 2030, more than 5 billion people will live in urban settings. But before we get to that kind of population density, we have to optimize our cities. We need to make them smarter and better; technology can help. Cities all around the world work with developers and contractors to make city living better, whether it's improving the timing of traffic lights or creating a useful app, which becomes more powerful as smartphone penetration continues to increase. 

