Parking Stories: August 23 – 29, 2012 


August 29, 2012
Business Owners: No More Parking Meters
Businesses in the northeast Mission have started organizing against a plan to increase the number of parking meters around 17th and Folsom streets. The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) will meet with the community in September to discuss its parking management plan for the area. When Angela Sinicropi, vice president of public affairs for the Northeast Mission Business Association (NEMBA), heard about the plan to add meters, she thought to herself, “You can’t do that, you’ll put us out of business.”

August 29, 2012
Parking in Charlotte expected to cause headaches during DNC 
With road closures changing daily and thousands of visitors in the city for the Democratic National Convention, finding a parking spot in uptown Charlotte next week will be more difficult than usual, WSOC-TV reports. City leaders are encouraging convention-goers to use public transit, which may cause park-and-ride lots outside of uptown to fill up quickly, according to the report. Some businesses along the light rail are advertising parking on their own lots for a fee.

August 29, 2012
Parking in Atlanta
Parking in downtown has long been a nightmare. Now it can be quite costly, too, if you stay past your allotted time or park illegally. City Hall was flooded with complaints after it contracted with ParkAtlanta, a unit of Duncan Solutions, to manage enforcement. An Atlanta city councilman writes that it’s time to terminate the contract and start anew, while I give a synopsis of how the city reached this juncture.

August 29, 2012
Real Talk: How much power does the city really have to do away with the downtown parking glut?
There’s been a lot of griping from this and other sites about how the overabundance of surface parking lots in downtown Minneapolis is destroying the character and potential of what should be our city’s densest neighborhoods. This blog has paid a lot of attention to the Downtown East corridor in particular (between the Metrodome and the business corridor—see here and here and here if you’re new around these parts).

August 29, 2012
Technology and paid parking... it’s complicated! Paying for parking from the comfort of your desk can be a tricky affair
Technology today has made our lives so much more comfortable and quite easier to get a… heart attack episode.
To explain what I mean we have to go back a couples of decades. Those who have been working in this paper much before me speak of a time when they had to park their cars in the desert and walk through the sands every day to get to their desks.

August 29, 2012
Richland County Council Members Want Free Customer Parking
Two Richland County Council members plan to make a motion to remove county-placed parking meters in the parking lot of the Richland County Administration Building at 2020 Hampton St. Currently, all public parking spaces convenient to the building are metered by Richland County or the City of Columbia. The motion, sponsored by Seth Rose and Jim Manning, aims to remove about 36 meters to allow for free two-hour parking for people visiting the administration building. 




August 29, 2012
$100K a parking spot: Toronto breaks ground and the bank near waterfront
The beaming politicians assembled for the obligatory “groundbreaking” photo at what will soon be new public space, where a parking lot once stood, along Toronto’s waterfront on Tuesday. Construction is well under way on Canada Square and Ontario Square, which will open next spring beside Harbourfront Centre, at the foot of York Street. Officials also heralded the completion of an underground parking garage at the same spot, a cause for celebration in downtown Toronto where surface lots are being gobbled up by condo towers.

August 28, 2012
Parking fine revenues are still down for Oak Park: Village may hire more parking enforcement officers
The Village of Oak Park is in the process of hiring up to five additional parking enforcement officers, a plan that may help address the "concerning trend" seen in the declining revenue for fines related to parking. Oak Park currently has nine officers to enforce the 24-hour-seven-day-a-week operation and having 14 would help increase monitoring efforts. The parking enforcement officers are run through the police department but until the applicants are initially screened and interviewed, the process is managed by the human resources department.

August 28, 2012
City Officials Say Downtown Parking Is a Problem
If you've driven in downtown Lynchburg on a Friday night, you know parking spaces are limited. Now business owners are speaking up saying something has got to give. Residents and business owners held a meeting Tuesday to discuss the future of downtown parking. A common complaint was that streets, lined with spots, are always occupied, and not by customers but by downtown employees or residents. "Number one, we have to maximize the efficiency we have. 

August 28, 2012
Push-button Parking
PRESS a button and park your car! The Park-O-Mat automatically places an auto in any desired stall of a garage. With it, more cars can be parked in less space in less time by fewer attendants. At the garage entrance arms grip the front and rear bumpers and slide the car to an elevator. This stops at the proper floor; arms slide the car into the stall. Another button reverses the process, bringing the car to the entrance in less than a minute. Since the car does not run under its own power, the owner can lock it when he leaves.

August 28, 2012
Saginaw adopts new parking ordinance with higher fines, fees
Drivers will need to dig a little deeper into their pockets the next time they get a parking ticket in the City of Saginaw. City Council on Monday approved a new parking ordinance that includes increases to most fines and fees associated with parking tickets and permits in the city. But it's not just higher fines that will be keeping drivers on their toes.

August 28, 2012
Roadshow: Smile: A parking ticket could include a photo of your violation
Q: A co-worker recently received a San Jose ticket in the mail for parking more than 18 inches from the curb while dropping off her child at school. She never saw or spoke to any officer at the time. She contested the citation and at the hearing was quite surprised when the officer produced a photo of her parked car with location, time and date. I had no idea the city was using this technique or had this capability. Can you enlighten us on how and when these photos are taken?

August 28, 2012
Montague Street Parking Ticket Overkill? Come On!
Are you kidding? This UPS truck parked on Montague Street Monday afternoon across from the AT&T store was adorned with not one, not two, but three parking tickets, each strategically placed so as not to overlap. I’ve never known a UPS truck to dawdle for so long that it merits this kind of overkill. Really? No, really?

August 28, 2012
Abolish official vanity license plates and parking placards for judges
The state Commission on Judicial Conduct is seeking public comment on whether judges should get the perks of license plates that advertise their positions on the bench or park-where-you-want placards. You can imagine the responses New Yorkers will provide, all of which will boil down, minus expletives, to: No way, no how.

August 27, 2012
BBB: Drivers should be careful when parking in pay lots
Tens of thousands of people regularly need to find parking in the city of Seattle. When it's your turn, be sure you heed a warning from the Better Business Bureau before choosing a space and shelling out the cash for it. The BBB issued an alert against Republic Parking Northwest because of the number of unresolved complaints against it. "Well the sign isn't clear here at all. I thought this was free parking," said driver Peter Cable.

August 27, 2012
Hourly metered parking fee to hit $5.25
A handful of San Francisco's curbside parking meters will hit the $5.25 mark for the first time as the city continues its quest to find the sweet spot for pricing. The Municipal Transportation Agency announced the seventh parking-rate adjustment under the experimental SFpark program, which attempts to manage parking with meter rates. The goal is to set the price so there's approximately one parking spot always available on every metered block. The cost is adjusted based on demand. 

August 27, 2012
Finding a Parking Space: City Council Candidates Weigh-In 
Like most peninsula cities, Palo Alto offers free parking downtown, with time limitations. While locals know about parking garages such as the multi-story Bryant lot and the underground lot under City Hall, many visitors are unaware of these lots and scramble to find street parking especially during peak periods. Palo Alto’s free parking is likely a draw for those coming to dine and hangout downtown, however, considering the excessive demand for spaces; many are urging the construction of a new garage to accommodate the demand.

August 27, 2012
Auburn outlines plans for downtown parking facelift
The city of Auburn hopes to take the first steps this fall toward transforming the area around the parking deck downtown into a vibrant public space. The city’s vision, shaped by input from civic groups, business and property owners and others, is a redesign of the space around the deck to add almost 100 new public parking spaces and event space as well as improved pedestrian pathways. The city’s director of public affairs, David Dorton, estimated the project would increase the overall parking downtown by about 17 percent. The city staff estimates there are 538 spaces downtown currently.

August 27, 2012
Why Milwaukee’s Parking Enforcement System May Be Unconstitutional
When it comes to parking enforcement, the City of Milwaukee has a problem.  Local media have concluded from interviews and public records that the City issues parking tickets without paying close attention to whether they are warranted.  In 2011 alone, the City reportedly canceled over 38,000 parking tickets, often because they were plainly unjustified.  Nearly 8,000 tickets, for example, were issued for “expired” parking meters that in fact had not expired.  Given personal experience, I have little doubt that these figures are accurate.

August 27, 2012
City Council fails to grasp parking reality
I'm not sure why the City Council refuses to see that Portsmouth's main parking issue is that we simply don't have enough of it. No amount of reorganizing or rate restructuring is going to change that. I mean, the $20,000 parking study taxpayers reluctantly paid for this year even told them we need another parking garage to handle the ever-increasing amount of people who want to hang out and spend money here. 

August 26, 2012
Orlando has too many parking places, experts say
Parking in downtown Orlando is so scarce and expensive, Geoffrey Hawkes says, that he rarely visits, even though he loves going to the main library near Lake Eola. "It's a hassle," concluded Hawkes, 69, a retired banker who lives in south Orange County. In fact, downtown has plenty of parking, with more than 26,000 spots. And the rates at $2 to $4 an hour are much lower than those in major cities such as San Francisco or New York, where the charge can be 10 times greater.

August 26, 2012
Survey: Downtown parking convenient, but more needed
Many residents consider downtown parking convenient but more spaces are needed as the area continues to grow, a recent survey found. About $350 million has been spent in the downtown in the past 15 years, but some leaders believe that perception of a parking problem have kept more people from coming downtown. That’s one reason the city is looking for money to build a parking garage downtown.

August 26, 2012
Parking tickets result of “not easily recognizable” pass issued by City
The City of Ottawa maintains that it properly ticketed a Glebe man who continued to receive parking fines even as he repeatedly had them overturned. The city gave Daniel Franke a pass that would allow him to park on the street near his home while construction blocked off the entrance to his driveway off Bank Street. However bylaw officers continued to issue him tickets even though he had the pass on display in the window. He repeatedly had the fines voided every time he took them down to city hall to complain.

August 26, 2012
Atlanta vehicle booting tactics inspire outrage
For Atlanta attorney Stanley Lefco, the decision to park in a spot marked for visitors at Varasano's Pizzeria the night before a 10k race cost him more than a tip. He walked right past a waist-high sign warning what would  happen next. He returned to the parking deck off Peachtree Road to find two heavy-duty metal contraptions on the wheels of his car. Removing the "boots" cost $75, the maximum allowed by city ordinance.

August 26, 2012
Businesses ‘frustrated' by festival parking plan
Gayle Chinn addressed the Royal Oak City Commission on Monday “confused” and “frustrated” by the city's new parking station ordinance that could prevent him from parking cars at his downtown business during Ford Arts, Beats and Eats over Labor Day weekend. Chinn, who owns Chinn Jewelry at 1003 S. Washington, said he never had issues in the past, and questioned if the city even knew what the rules were.

August 26, 2012
Carter: Church prays for special dispensation on parking
Church members took turns as the lookout at the Independent Church of God and Saints of Christ. They stood in the lobby, opening the front doors every few minutes to see if their cars were still outside. It was tough for Pastor Samuel Roberts to deliver the good word this way, but he had empathy for his elderly Newark congregation. His worshippers were not worried about their cars getting stolen in front of the church on Jones Street. They were worried about them getting towed.

August 25, 2012
Nottingham parking rethink prompts consultation
A consultation on a third round of parking charge changes in Nottingham has begun. The city council introduced evening charges last November but faced criticism from businesses who claimed it would put off visitors. The charges were revised in February but are now set to change again with maximum stay restrictions removed.


August 25, 2012
Is Street Parking Free For Motorcycles in Chicago?
I asked this to the Parking Guru from http://theexpiredmeter.com/ and here’s what his expert response was:
Hey Mark!  Motorcycles are treated like any other motor vehicle when it comes to street parking. They must pay for parking at metered spaces. However, motorcycles can fit in a lot of short but legal spaces which are not marked as metered by signs or not No Parking zones.

August 24, 2012
A year after new city law, Seattle food-truck industry gaining speed
Cassandra Seaman, the owner of the mobile eatery Fusion on the Run, described Seattle’s food-truck scene in eight words: “There’s like a new food truck every week.” Food trucks have taken to Seattle streets in droves since about a year ago, when the Seattle City Council gave the green light to more mobile food vending on the streets of Seattle.

August 24, 2012
Truckers get slapped with hefty fines for parking overnight on residential streets in Throgs Neck, the Bronx  
With no truck stop between New Jersey and Connecticut, the Bronx has long suffered as truckers illegally park overnight on city streets. Police in the 45th Precinct sent a message to commercial truck owners Wednesday night by slapping 14 windshields with hefty summonses. The effort was a response to local politicians, who get regular complaints about the dearth of street parking. “It’s not going to solve the problem -- we have to do more -- but it’s designed to send a message that the community is vigilant,” said Councilman James Vacca.

August 24, 2012
L.A. Council OKs pilot program to turn parking spots into 'parklets'
In the latest attempt to cultivate a pedestrian lifestyle in L.A., the City Council on Friday approved plans to temporarily block off a few street parking spaces at four locations so they can be turned into tiny public plazas big enough to hold a bench or two. These pocket parks, or "parklets," will use parallel parking spots to provide bike racks, a little greenery and a place to sit for passing pedestrians. 

August 24, 2012
Blue badges: One in 10 abuse disabled parking in Wales
One in 10 drivers in Wales have admitted they park illegally in spaces set aside for disabled people. A survey has found as many as one in four in some areas confess to using a spot reserved for blue badge holders. Gold medal-winning Paralympian cyclist Simon Richardson says he has to time his visits to supermarkets to be sure a disabled parking bay is free. The 45-year-old wheelchair user says he finds a non-blue badger holder taking up a disabled bay at least once a week.

August 24, 2012
Parking issue taken to city hall and won 
After months of discussion, multiple city council workshops, and nearly 100 emails from residents sent to City Manager Jim Gailey in the last month, local business owners in Knightville got their wish. When construction finishes on Ocean Street this fall, at least a section of that road that runs through Knightville will turn to a one-way, and angled parking spaces in front of businesses like Flair for Hair, Verbena and Legion Square Market, known locally as Smaha’s, will remain intact.

August 24, 2012
New parking ban irks stadium neighbors 
From her family farm just behind Gillette Stadium, Nancy Lawton has lived with the snarled traffic, the bellowing hordes of departing fans, the police checkpoints that delay customers and workers alike. Given her first-hand experience with game-day headaches, Lawton would seem a natural supporter of a new bylaw banning a long-standing local tradition — selling space on driveways and lawns to serve as satellite parking lots for the stadium.


August 24, 2012
Weird Parking and Driving Laws
Pennsylvania, like many U.S. states, has its share of bizarre and completely insane laws. Some of them are quirky, while others are down-right confusing. Most of these laws are no longer relevant, and while they may still be on the books, they are not observed or enforced – for good reason, too! Just imagine trying to tell the women in Memphis and New Orleans that they have to abide by the law of not driving unless a man waves a red flag in front of the car to signal to oncoming traffic. It wouldn’t go over well.

August 24, 2012
Foxboro Cracks Down On Event Parking At Homes
The town of Foxboro is now cracking down on residents who sell space on their driveways and lawns to sports fans and concertgoers trying to avoid the traffic on congested Route 1. For residents it was a little extra income to put up with the inconvenience of crowds and traffic, but for the town it became a public safety issue, and some residents say it got out of hand. “It was excessive with people parking sometimes 20 cars all over their yards and making a business out of it,” said resident Joanne Dorr who lives on North Street just off Route 1.

August 23, 2012
Parking: The Agonies and the Ecstasies
Parking in New York—it sends you to ecstasy or rips your heart out. Which is to say, it’s a natural continuation of family life. Most of the time it is joyous. Joy is an odd word to use in connection with parking, but some of my happiest moments have come in connection with finding a good parking space. Often enough, though, it is hellacious—so it feels like an even balance, and for this reason, parking the car is always an occasion of great suspense.

August 23, 2012
Parking consultants will be in Lynchburg to hear from public 
Consultants hired to study whether the city should build a new downtown parking deck will be in Lynchburg next week to hear from the public. Desman Associates, a McClean firm specializing in transportation planning, will host an open house Tuesday to get input from downtown stakeholders and interested members of the public.
Those who request it can meet one-on-one with the consultants later to discuss ideas and parking deck locations.

