Parking Stories from Non-Seattle Jurisdictions: April 12 – 18, 2012 


April 18, 2012
New parking policies better deal
It is popular in San Francisco to complain that The City is continually looking for ways to charge more for anything on wheels. But that is not really true. What needs to be said is that the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, which oversees parking as well as Muni, has created several smart policies that ensure drivers pay only what is fair for the services they receive.

April 18, 2012
Drivers to pay for Sunday parking; low-income youth will ride Muni free 
Drivers who plan to spend a day in the city on Sundays should remember to bring their change to pay the parking meter. San Francisco’s transportation agency approved its two-year budget Tuesday, which includes making motorists pay at parking meters on Sundays, handing out free Fast Passes to low-income youth and funding for more maintenance on Muni. The Municipal Transportation Agency, which faced a projected $19.6 million deficit for 2012-2013 and $33.6 million deficit for the following fiscal year, needed to generate new revenue sources, even after cutting management and overtime costs.

April 18, 2012
Despite Concerns, Overnight Parking Passes With ‘Cautious’ Stipulations 
It took nearly a year before three local property owners in the downtown area got their wish, but the Parking Authority passed a motion Wednesday that will allow for six overnight parking spots in the central business district that will serve qualified residents. Business owners in the downtown area are not happy with the final decision – and neither is former commission chairman John Solury Jr.

April 18, 2012
Extended Parking Hours Expected to Meet Revenue Goals 
Starting on July 1, 2011, the town of West Hartford extended the hours it asks motorists to pay for parking at meters. Instead of 9 a.m. until 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday, the meters must be fed until 10 p.m. Sunday remains free. In an interview this week about the results of that program, Public Works Director John Phillips acknowledged that no one likes paying more for parking.

April 18, 2012
The Parking Sticker Monster
Suddenly they’re everywhere. Nestled in gutters, clogging up dashboards, swirling around alleys and avenues like ticker tape after a parade. I unknowingly spent an entire day with one stuck to the bottom of my shoe. Nobody’s sure what to call them. Parking stubs? Pay box receipts? Beelzebub’s confetti? Three years ago, they didn’t exist, but today they have become as much a part of Chicago’s fabric as kielbasa and bribery.

April 18, 2012
Parking fundraisers in school lots may soon avoid taxes
Parent volunteers have long seen school parking lots as a moneymaking opportunity during weekend events such as Outside Lands and Fleet Week. With festival-goers willing to pay $25 for a spot, a school can raise as much as $5,000 a day. But as The San Francisco Examiner reported in October, volunteers at schools surrounding Golden Gate Park were shocked when inspectors from the Office of the Treasurer and Tax Collector showed up during last year’s Hardly Strictly Bluegrass festival to demand that they collect a 25 percent tax on parking.

April 18, 2012
Tustin approves parking fee for Old Town businesses
The City Council held a short meeting on Tuesday night before returning to closed session. Council members held closed session meetings before and after the public City Council meeting to discuss existing and pending litigation, property and labor negotiations. During the public meeting, the Council held a second reading and public hearing on new parking rules that allow businesses fee alternative to providing parking spaces in Old Town Tustin. The fee is $60 per parking space and will be used to maintain public parking space in Old Town Tustin, landscaping, lighting and street sweeping.

April 18, 2012
Cincinnati May Scrap Parking Minimums Downtown
Cincinnati City Councilor Roxanne Qualls is leading the charge to abolish parking minimums for developers building homes in the downtown and Over-the-Rhine neighborhoods. I'm particularly excited to learn of this development for personal reasons. Qualls was mayor of Cincinnati in the late-1990s and after leaving office did a stint at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government as an Institute of Politics Fellow. 

April 18, 2012
District 4 Parking Plan Passed by Point Beach Council 
Parking on residential streets in District 4 will soon be off limits during the summer overnight hours except for taxpayers, now that a new parking plan has been narrowly passed by Point Beach Council at Tuesday night's meeting at Borough Hall. The plan does not allow parking on residential streets in District 4 from midnight to 6 a.m. except for taxpayers, or those they share with, who have parking placards from the town, from the Monday before Memorial Day to the Monday after Labor Day, said Councilman Michael Corbally, who had initially proposed the plan.

April 18, 2012
Streetline and Dinosaur Capital Partners Collaborate on State-of-the-Art "Park and Charge" Facility in Boston
Finding an electric vehicle charging station in Boston will soon become easier. Today, Dinosaur Capital Partners LLC, a Boston-based real estate development and investment firm, and Streetline, Inc. announced plans to deploy Streetline's industry-leading smart parking technology at "Green Park & Charge," Boston's first fully dedicated electric vehicle charging and parking facility. Located in the Bulfinch Triangle area in downtown Boston, one of Boston's busiest areas, Green Park & Charge will transform a former gas station into an eco-friendly facility. 

April 18, 2012
Parking fine limit to be raised
The maximum parking ticket fine in Northern Ireland is to increase to £90, the roads minister has announced.
Danny Kennedy said the 50% rise from the current £60 rate would cut down on illegal parking. The minister has also announced that 25 free car parks across Northern Ireland would be introducing charges - with a top rate of 40p per hour applied. The new charges will come into effect in June.

April 18, 2012
3 unpaid parking tickets will now block license renewal, Detroit says
Detroit is warning drivers with outstanding parking violations to pay up now or risk not being able to renew their licenses under a new state law set to take effect next month. The law reduces the number of unpaid parking tickets a person can rack up without risking driving privileges. Starting May 16, the courts can put holds on license renewals for drivers with three unpaid parking citations or two outstanding tickets for parking in spaces reserved for people with disabilities.

April 17, 2012
Parking wars in Midwood as residents turn yards and gardens into illegal driveways 
In parking-strapped Midwood, homeowners are illegally paving over gardens and front yards to create driveways, and slapping up their own no parking signs. Most neighbors look the other way, but local activist Lawrence Hilonowitz is waging a one-man crusade against the violations, filing complaints against at least seven addresses in the neighborhood that currently have makeshift driveways, and compiling a thick dossier on the issue he’s been documenting for years.


April 17, 2012
SFMTA Board Approves Sunday Parking Meter Enforcement, Free Muni For Low-Income Kids
San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency officials approved a two-year budget this afternoon that will provide free transit passes to low-income youth and extend parking meter hours to Sundays. The board unanimously approved operating budgets in the amounts of $821 million and $840.5 million for fiscal years 2013 and 2014, respectively.

April 17, 2012
Parking Garage Privatization
It may be the latest in a long line of charges and lost revenue in Mayor Richard M. Daley's parking meter and garage privatization deal.  According to the Chicago Sun-Times, the city is facing over $200 million in two separate legal claims from the investors that bought the rights to the city's parking meters and downtown garages. Sun-Times reporter Dan Mihalopoulos joins us on Chicago Tonight at 7:00 pm.

April 17, 2012
Albany council OKs permit parking
Two dozen years after the state’s highest court struck the last one down, the city once again has a permit parking system aimed at easing downtown residents’ daytime parking angst. The Common Council unanimously approved the legislation Monday night, leaving the last-remaining step the finalization of the maps governing exactly which sections of which streets are affected. That process is said to be about 95 percent complete, paving the way for a late summer or early fall rollout — though the measure’s sponsor, Councilman Richard Conti, was reluctant to commit to any time line.

April 17, 2012
Prov. overnight parking program begins
A pilot overnight parking program begins in Providence Tuesday. Residents will be able to park in the Federal Hill neighborhood and parts of the West End. Since 1929, the city has prohibited parking on the street from 2 a.m. to 5 a.m. Recently, Providence Mayor Angel Taveras decided to allow overnight parking as a way to increase revenue. 
Residents can purchase permits at the public safety complex for $100 a year.

April 17, 2012
Tulsa metered parking system needs review
The city will seek requests for proposals next month from companies interested in supplying new equipment and operating and maintaining the city's parking meter system. City leaders say that 44 percent of the city's 1,609 meters are out of order, and $600,000 would be needed to get the system running again. Patching up the broken meters isn't a good idea, because there are newer models that allow motorists to pay using cards or phones and they also can provide visitors with needed information. 

April 17, 2012
Reduced parking requirements downtown Rochester aimed at growth projections
Reduced parking requirements in Rochester's downtown area, meant to free up more space for high-density commercial and residential development, won 5-1 city council approval Monday. The relaxed standards, affecting an area outside the Central Business District — where no parking is required because the city provides it — stretches north-to-south from Civic Center Drive to Soldiers Field, and west-to-east from Lourdes High School to Mayo Civic Center.

April 16, 2012
Sunday parking meter enforcement, free Muni for youth up for approval
Proposals to enforce parking meters on Sundays and provide free Muni rides to youth passengers could be approved Tuesday as part of a transit budget that has had its passage delayed.Faced with a $53.2 million shortfall over the next two years, the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency board of directors is poised to vote on a budget proposal that would eliminate that deficit.

April 16, 2012
Albany council OKs permit parking
Two dozen years after the state's highest court struck the last one down, the city once again has a permit parking system aimed at easing downtown residents' daytime parking angst. The Common Council unanimously approved the legislation Monday night, leaving the last-remaining step the finalization of the maps governing exactly which sections of which streets are affected.

April 16, 2012
Chicago faces $200 million claim over Aqua parking garage 
Under the $563 million, 99-year deal that privatized four city-owned parking garages in downtown Chicago, City Hall made a promise: It wouldn’t allow any parking facilities to open nearby. That was six years ago, under then-Mayor Richard M. Daley. Today, though, you can park just a block away in a new garage at the 82-story Aqua building — and it’s cheaper, too.

April 16, 2012
Parking meters ticketed for talk
Do you put your money in the meter when you park in downtown Dunkirk? Apparently city workers don't and that was an issue brought up the Common Council Public Works Committee. First Ward Councilman Michael Michalski previously discussed moving some of the meters from the lot behind City Hall to replace broken ones in the downtown area to increase revenue and raised the issue again.

April 16, 2012
With 44% of parking meters out of order, Tulsa shopping for a new system, with an eye on rates and hours as well
City officials will issue a request for proposals in May to have private companies supply new infrastructure, operations and maintenance for Tulsa's broken parking meter system. As downtown is being revitalized, city leaders said, now is the time to address the system that has 44 percent of its 1,609 meters out of order and needs $600,000 in repairs just to bring it to a functioning level. Mayoral Chief of Staff Jarred Brejcha said the meter system needs to be fixed for two simple reasons: enhancing economic development and improving the customer service experience. 

April 16, 2012
Paid parking floated at WA shopping centres
The Shopping Centre Council of Australia says it is strongly opposed to the idea of enforcing paid parking at shopping centres in Perth.  WA's Department of Planning has compiled a discussion paper which suggests free parking should be phased out at major retail, business, and housing centres to combat congestion on Perth roads. 
The State Government says at this stage it is a discussion only, and if the idea was to become draft policy it would be open for public comment. 

April 16, 2012
City authority considers 2-hour parking rule
The Pottsville Parking Authority is considering limiting the amount of time motorists can park at the metered spaces in the 100 block of West Market Street. "I'd like to see them become two-hour spaces, because some people park there and just keep feeding the meter all day," parking authority Chairman Patrick J. Murphy said Thursday. Amy S. Burkhart, the authority's executive director, said the two-hour rule is one of the issues the authority has been discussing in an effort to improve parking in one of downtown's busiest areas.

April 16, 2012
Scranton parking tax draws muted responses
A proposed 15 percent parking tax in Scranton has drawn a muted response from two nonprofit organizations in the city. Scranton City Council on Thursday introduced a proposed ordinance for a 15 percent tax on private and nonprofit-organization parking facilities where patrons pay to park, and a $1 annual license fee per parking space, that together are expected to generate $500,000 a year for the city. The parking tax had been proposed last year by the city's Act 47 recovery coordinator, Pennsylvania Economy League, as one way for the financially distressed city to generate additional revenue.

April 16, 2012
Angled parking, like life, is full of twists and turns
Parking your vehicle can lead to twists, turns and blind spots. Angled parking in particular can give drivers insecurity issues, not to mention a bit of neck pain. "Wait until you get to be my age. But I ignore it and just keep going," said Merlyn J. Jenkins, 82, who owns a land surveying firm at 412 W. Market St., in Garfield Square, Pottsville. However, angled parking allows more vehicles to park in one area, as compared to parallel parking, in which cars are parked end to end, according to Amy S. Burkhart, executive director of the Pottsville Parking Authority.

April 15, 2012
Some gripe about paid parking coming to Findlay Market
Findlay Market's plan to begin charging for parking in its lots is about as popular as spoiled food with some of its merchants and volunteers at nearby social service agencies, who over the years have grown accustomed to free parking at the Over-the-Rhine market. Starting April 23, the market’s three major lots – the north lot off Findlay Street, the south lot between Race and Elm streets, and the west lot at Elder and Logan streets – will require payment for parking 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

April 15, 2012
Wilmington's ticket central
Roberta Tatman is familiar with parking enforcement in Wilmington's downtown district. That's why, earlier this month when the meter she was parked at in the 800 block of N. Market St. expired, the 51-year-old Wilmington resident got into her car and moved it two blocks. Wilmington's parking regulations prohibit motorists from leaving their cars more than two hours in one spot, even if they put more money in the meter.

April 15, 2012
New parking tax introduced
City Council unanimously introduced an ordinance imposing a 15 percent tax upon each parking transaction by operators of parking lots and garages throughout the city and establishing annual license fees of $1 per space. Lots and garages owned by the Scranton Parking Authority will be exempt, and Councilman Pat Rogan noted that business owners will also be exempt for parking spaces provided to their customers at no charge.

April 15, 2012
Hollywood strives for unparalleled parking 
Providing adequate parking for residents and free-spending visitors has been a balancing act between cost and convenience for Hollywood officials in recent months. Since December, in an effort to encourage folks to patronize local businesses, the city has offered free three-hour parking downtown. But to offset the lost revenue, officials are considering hiking parking fees on the beachside. There's more give and take.

April 15, 2012
Permit parking at meters confound Scottrade regulars
Parking at the wrong meter near the Scottrade Center could result in a rather unpleasant surprise after the game.
The introduction of overnight "permit parking" at many parking meters over a year ago have some Scottrade regulars scratching their heads and asking: Who are these permit spaces being saved for after hours?

April 14, 2012
Reforms nailed most parking issues
As much as parking is a privilege, it is also a citizen's right, with the appropriate restrictions for fluid street and business travel and friendly neighborhood relations. Local governments that get this formula wrong face a groundswell of public anger that makes unnecessary enemies out of citizens. This is the lesson learned by the city of Wilmington since it stepped up parking enforcement with laws tied to increase revenue.

April 14, 2012
Our View: Stadium parking a pipe dream
Is the parking plan for a proposed NFL stadium in downtown L.A. a pipe dream? Apparently taking their cues from a disembodied voice in an old movie, the would-be developers of a downtown Los Angeles football field are saying: If you build it, they will come from across Southern California - by public transportation. That's a nice idea, but this is not "Field of Dreams." This is real life in a region resistent to public transportation. 

April 14, 2012
Mount Vernon extends parking-meter payment time by 2 hours daily
The rising price of gas has made it more expensive to drive your car. Now the city of Mount Vernon is making it more expensive to park it, too. Beginning May 1, metered parking spaces will require payment for an additional two hours per day. Drivers will have to feed meters from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. The extension is expected to bring the city an extra $400 to $600 per day, said Nichelle Johnson, Mayor Ernie Davis’ chief of staff. Mount Vernon’s meters are active six days a week. 

April 14, 2012
Downtown Roanoke parking spaces become much more than that
There are fewer parking spaces and a few more places to sit and gather in downtown Roanoke today, thanks to a two-day experiment that has turned seven parking spaces into green spaces. Seven organizations and artists brought in sod, bales of hay and tomato plants Friday morning to create green spaces downtown as part of the Roanoke Parklet Experiment. The Blue Ridge Chapter of the American Institute of Architects organized the experiment to mark National Architecture Week.

April 14, 2012
Resist increase in paid parking
Victoria, like many cities all over North America, faces the challenge of keeping its downtown core alive and inviting in the face of competition from neighbouring malls. Extending the hours for paid parking goes contrary to attracting people and business to the city's centre. City council is considering eliminating free evening and Sunday parking to make up for a $480,000 shortfall in parking revenues last year. Balancing the budget is essential, but trying to squeeze out more parking revenues would be an unpopular move, and the increased revenue might not be worth its negative effects.

April 14, 2012
More parking tickets, fewer let off
Palmerston North's sensor parking system is settling in, catching more meter cheats and providing evidence to make more tickets stick. Last September and October were nightmare months for teething problems when the Palmerston North City Council had to waive as many infringement notices as were issued. The council's most recent survey showed 45 per cent of people were dissatisfied with parking in the city. 

April 14, 2012
New rates set at 8 CTA park-and-ride lots
The weekday rates charged at four CTA park-and-ride lots where demand is high will increase by a buck on May 1, while the fees will be cut in half at four lots experiencing low occupancy, the CTA board voted Friday. The changes reflect a new effort to better manage parking at rail stations in order to maximize revenue and ridership, said CTA president Forrest Claypool.

April 14, 2012
Parking on IOP too important not to get right
A few years back, the Isle of Palms put up nine signs along Ocean Boulevard warning surfers to watch out for swimmers. The signs were bright blue and included a picture of a surfer riding a big wave on them. They apparently were quite attractive. All nine of them disappeared almost immediately. So a few missing parking signs on the island here and there is no big surprise.

April 14, 2012
Increasing pay parking will hurt downtown
The planned response to the parking revenue shortfall of extending parking to late evening hours and Sundays will further assist in quickening the demise of the downtown core and forcing growth and development into the now larger, vibrant and growing communities in the peninsula and the West Shore. It is understood that council must balance many decisions and raise revenues to meet costs.

April 13, 2012
Smart Parking Solutions to Reduce Congestion and Oil Use
The days of free parking may be numbered. In a world where rapid urbanization and climate change are raising awareness of the high costs of traffic congestion, Citibank and IBM announced this week that they are joining forces to provide financing and technology for cities adopting smart parking technology.Smart parking technology allows city parking meters to adjust time of day parking rates to reflect the level of congestion being experienced in an urban area. 

April 13, 2012
Some Cedar Springs residents upset with parking ordinance
Some residents in Cedar Springs are upset now that an ordinance, that has  been on the books for years, is being enforced.  Beth Karafa, 57, contacted 13 On Your Side after the city said she could no longer park in front of her home. The space is considered the "public right of way." That means, anyone who's been using that as a permanent parking space, has to move their cars. Karafa says, "I've been parking there for 16 years, and then I'm told I can't." 

April 13, 2012
City tightens policy on temporary parking lots after Rays fans towed
City officials said they no longer will issue temporary parking lot permits to business tenants to avoid a situation like the one that happened on opening day when several Rays fans were towed from a permitted lot near Tropicana Field. From now on, only property owners will be able to get on the city's list of approved private parking lots for special events like baseball games and concerts.

April 13, 2012
Scranton City Council introduces 15 percent parking tax
Scranton City Council on Thursday introduced an ordinance that would create a 15 percent parking tax on private and nonprofit-organization parking facilities where patrons pay to park, and a $1 annual license fee per parking space, that together are expected to generate $500,000 a year for the city.

April 13, 2012
Parking consultant raises eyebrows in W-B
Residents are paying former city administrator J.J. Murphy $300 an hour as a consultant while the city explores whether to lease its parking assets, according to the Wilkes-Barre Parking Authority. Murphy has already received $8,130 for 27.1 hours of work and has billed the Parking Authority for times ranging from 12-minute periods to seven hours, according to a March 19 time sheet that was obtained by The Citizens' Voice.

April 12, 2012
Free parking after 4 p.m. at ramp to be tested
The Bismarck Parking Authority on Thursday agreed to allow free after-hour parking at the Third Street and Main Avenue parking ramp on a trial basis. For six months, motorists won’t be charged for use from 4 p.m. to 2 a.m. every day. Jim Christianson, chairman of the parking authority, said the free-after hour parking will will become effective as soon as staff is able to implement it and work out the details.



April 12, 2012
Parking Meters and Other Fees May Be on the Rise 
City Council took the first step Thursday night toward raising a series of municipal fees that could bring the city an additional $100,000 to $150,000 per year. Council approved the first readings of two ordinances — one doubling parking meter fees in the downtown shopping district, and the other adjusting a variety of fees for municipal services. 

April 12, 2012
Proposal for parking meters in West Campus is being considered
West Campus residents, business representatives and community leaders are still considering a plan that could put a price on parking in the area as early as next year. A proposal to introduce a Parking Benefit District was put forth after members of the community raised concerns about parking in West Campus, said Mike McHone, vice president of University Area Partners, a group made up of organizational stakeholders in the West Campus area. If the proposal is approved by City Council, approximately 400 parking meters would be added to the area between Guadalupe St. and Rio Grande St.

