Parking Stories: July 18 – 26, 2012 

July 26, 2012
Valet parking coming to East Passyunk
The Passyunk Avenue Revitalization Corp. is dealing with the explosion of restaurants on East Passyunk. Right after Labor Day, two valet slips will be set up. One will be on the 1600 block of East Passyunk (more or less from El Zarape to Mr. Martino's); the second will be on the western side (the Passyunk Avenue side) of the Singing Fountain at 11th and Tasker. Valet service will be offered on Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings from 5 till midnight.

July 26, 2012
Angled parking wins out 
Angled parking on downtown city streets shall prevail except on a portion of the west side of Avenue D where parallel parking is allowed. That’s what Gothenburg City Council members decided at their July 17 meeting when they passed a resolution to include a cul-de-sac west of Avenue G on Ninth Street.

July 26, 2012
Fitch affirms Orlando, Fla. parking facilities revs
Fitch Ratings has affirmed the 'A+' rating on approximately $1.915 million of outstanding parking facilities refunding revenue bonds, series 2004 (the 'bonds'). The Rating Outlook is stable. KEY RATING DRIVERS: --The parking system has a dominant position as the primary provider of parking in downtown Orlando. The system has significant rate-making flexibility.

July 25, 2012
Hundreds of new parking meters going up in L.A.
Weeks after they hiked the fines for dozens of parking violations, elected leaders in L.A. voted Tuesday to add more than 400 parking meters to a pair of neighborhoods. The City Council agreed to install 247 meters on streets in Palms, just north of Culver City near the 10 Freeway. Another 190 will go up in a part of Westchester near Los Angeles International Airport, on streets such as Airport Boulevard, Century Boulevard and 98th Street.

July 25, 2012
Putting the brakes on food trucks
If you're hoping the city's new food truck ordinance will make it easier to score a tamale or a Vietnamese sandwich on a corner near your workplace, you're probably going to be disappointed. The measure the City Council is likely to approve Wednesday seems designed to contain the food truck trend, not to nurture it.

July 25, 2012
Downtown Minneapolis is seen as drowning in a sea of parking lots 
The fences, shrubs and trees that line the sidewalk on 5th Avenue S. do little to hide the vast parking lots that Chris Keimig considers blemishes on downtown Minneapolis. The asphalt is so abundant that the St. Paul English teacher has made a hobby out of snapping photos of the frequently deserted parking lots and posting them on his new blog, "Empty Lots," along with catalogues of other missed opportunities in urban planning.

July 25, 2012
Port Authority and Cleveland Browns reach new parking agreement
The Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority has reached a new, five-year agreement with the Cleveland Browns to provide parking on port property during home games.  The deal, approved Wednesday by the port's governing board, gets rid of a revenue-sharing agreement that guaranteed the port at least $200,000 a year. Instead, the Browns will pay a flat fee of $225,000, plus $20,000 for any playoff game held at the stadium. 



July 24, 2012
Are park-and-pay lots in commuters' future?
As the cars overflow from Sound Transit park-and-ride lots, the agency's leaders are considering whether to charge users a daily fee. Supporters hope a fee would encourage more people to carpool, bike, walk or ride a bus to the lots, freeing slots for others, making the most of limited pavement. There isn't a specific proposal, and no changes are planned until at least 2013, although a staff report mentions $2, $3 or $4 as a possible daily charge.

July 24, 2012
It’s Electric: First 100 Days of car2go Service in Portland - Brings in 6,000 Members and 30 New Emissions-Free Cars
car2go North America, LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Daimler North America Corporation, announced today it has registered more than 6,000 new members for its carsharing service within the first 100 days of operations in Portland, Oregon. Collectively car2go Portland members use the service more than 4,500 times a week, the average distance driven in a car2go is between three and six miles, and a typical trip lasts from 30 to 45 minutes. 

July 24, 2012
Seattle drivers get the 'boot': City says it needs to collect from scofflaws
The city of Seattle recently launched a new campaign, and the message to parking scofflaws is clear: Pay up or get the boot. In Seattle city limits, a car with four or more unpaid tickets risks getting booted and fined. "The fact is the city is owed millions by people that are delinquent on paying parking tickets," said Seattle police spokesman Jeff Kappel. "The city's just trying to recover money they're owed for the general good."

July 24, 2012
Snow-related street parking ordinance gets its first OK in Des Moines
Des Moines drivers will no longer be able to park on city streets during snowstorms under a proposed ordinance that passed its first of three public readings Monday. In the past, Des Moines has plowed around cars, which has left many streets with a winding patchwork of snow and ice. Under the proposed ordinance, parking on streets would be prohibited in most areas of the city until they’ve been cleared by snowplows.

July 24, 2012
Quinn signs law cracking down on illegal disabled parking
Home  > News  > Chicagoland 
Drivers who illegally use handicap parking plates and decals will face stricter fines and penalties, including the possibility of having their licenses revoked, under a measure Democratic Gov. Pat Quinn signed into law Monday.
The move is meant to deter people who do not qualify for handicap placards from abusing the system and taking parking spaces that are reserved for people with disabilities.

July 24, 2012
Parking issues in Avondale need solutions
A reader made a valid point regarding the lack of parking in Avondale and some negative side effects of having a successful shopping and dining center close to his home. He failed to suggest a solution, however, one that might address all of his concerns. Some consider the addition of Mojo's and other entrepreneurial businesses to the community a blessing. They replaced failing businesses and kept the community strong by increasing Avondale's tax revenues in a down economy.

July 23, 2012
Law sparked by Sun-Times series to crack down on disability parking abuse 
Come 2014, able-bodied drivers will have a tougher time using disabled-parking placards to cheat meters and park for free, under legislation Gov. Pat Quinn signed into law Monday.  Among those flanking the governor as he signed the bill was state Rep. Karen May (D-Highland Park), who drafted the measure in response to the Chicago Sun-Times’ “Meter Cheaters” investigation last year. The Sun-Times found that, within Chicago, the disability-parking system is widely abused, with able-bodied drivers using relatives’ placards, fake placards and even stolen placards to park for free in metered spots.


July 23, 2012
Seattle’s parking boot reaps $2.2 million — so far
The city of Seattle is collecting more money than expected from the parking-boot program that started a year ago.
The city has collected $2.074 million in boot-release fees and $136,000 in fees to remove cars from impounds, says the city’s latest report, covering the three quarters ending March 31 (the program started July 5, 2011).   A total 2,713 vehicles were booted, and 318 of those were towed when an owner failed to arrange a payment plan for the fines within 48 hours.

July 23, 2012
Parking Meter Installation Set for Approval 
The Hyattsville City Council will consider a $16,000 contract for the installation of more than 100 new parking meters throughout downtown. At least 61 of the meters will be installed along Route 1. The rest will be installed in a series of city parking lots near Route 1 which are currently under renovation. The contract estimate was originally $18,650 for the installation of the new parking meter equipment, but more than $2,000 was knocked off when the city realized that the cost of parking meter poles was already accounted for in the purchase of the parking meter equipment.

July 23, 2012
Rules of the Road: Can I stop my neighbor from parking in front of my Bellingham house? 
Question: Is there any way I get my neighbor to stop parking his vehicles in front of my house in Bellingham? I understand that the street is public property; his vehicles are more of a nuisance than anything. The vehicles are permanently parked on the side of the road and rarely move. The neighbors have plenty of parking available in front of their house but insist on taking the few spaces in front of mine. Not only can my visitors not park in front of my house, but the neighbor's vehicles present a safety hazard when I'm pulling out of my driveway. 

July 22, 2012
Amending parking ordinance proposed in Point Pleasant Beach
Borough officials are hoping to lift the mandated court appearance for people issued tickets under the new municipal parking restrictions. But the process for setting a fine for the new violation takes time, especially when litigation is involved, Borough Attorney Sean Gertner said. “The proper thing to do, once we were facing litigation, was to clear things up,” he said. The Borough Council adopted an ordinance in April that reserved on-street parking between midnight and 6 a.m. for residents of District 4, the section of town west of Route 35 and north of Arnold Avenue.

July 22, 2012
Three changes considered for parking
The City Council is considering three proposed changes to parking ordinances. The first involves increasing the two-hour time limit for on-street parking to three hours. The second would increase the price of all on-street parking from $1 per hour to $1.50 per hour. The third would implement a “first hour free” program at the High-Hanover Parking Garage, which currently charges 75 cents per hour. A public hearing must be held before any changes are made.

July 22, 2012
Bethlehem Parking Authority won't be reimbursed for $1.6 million in construction overrun
The state has refused to pay the Bethlehem Parking Authority any grant money to cover $1.6 million in repair overrun costs on the Main Street Commons parking deck because the authority failed to abide by state bidding laws, a state spokesman said this week. The authority in 2009 bought the 133-spot deck behind Bethlehem Brew Works for $1.6 million and received an initial repair bid of $236,500.

July 21, 2012
D.C. writing 350-plus overnight parking tickets per shift
Maryland and Virginia drivers, beware: If you park on a D.C. street overnight, you might soon have to pay up.
The city has issued more than 350 tickets a night for the past nine months to out-of-state vehicles spotted parked overnight in the District, the city's Department of Public Works, or DPW, said in response to a Washington Examiner request. 

July 21, 2012
CFO says parking meters that accept credit cards are working well
In 1999, the city brokered a deal with the estate of the late Helen Schilling to purchase five parking lots adjacent to the boardwalk. The nearly $7 million package served two purposes: it guaranteed convenient parking and, once the debt service was paid off, it was believed the lots would generate a healthy stream of income for the city.
That day has come. Last year, debt service was satisfied and revenue from the lots is now benefiting taxpayers.
The city reaps about $1.5 million each season from the municipal parking lots, a big chunk of that revenue comes from the Schilling lots.

July 21, 2012
Playing a waiting game over free parking
Council plans to introduce free parking near South Shields town centre have received a cautious welcome from borough motorists. Getting parked in and around the town often proves problematic. ‘Pay and display’ machines are located throughout the area, and many drivers resent having to fork out when free parking is available at shopping thoroughfares elsewhere in the borough.

July 21, 2012
Questioning city leaders' judgment with new parking meters 
Regarding “New parking meters go live” (News, July 17): Today, there are parking meters where you can still get 3 minutes for a nickel. Tomorrow, that's 75 cents, please. And be sure to go back to your car and properly display that little piece of paper. City leaders didn't find an appropriate choice or exercise good judgment when they agreed to inflict this tedious parking problem on us.

July 21, 2012
Scranton Parking Authority faces $1.1M question
It's the $1.1 million question. Scranton City Council wants to know how Scranton Parking Authority's debt reserve increased from $3.2 million to $4.3 million in the past 18 months, particularly at a time when SPA had been seeking - and eventually received on June 14 - a $1 million bailout from the city. Council questions whether SPA had been parking cash into the debt reserve fund while simultaneously seeking since October for the city to cover a SPA budget shortfall. 

July 20, 2012
The High Cost of Free Parking Chapters 16 – 18
Here Donald Shoup gets to the idea of using Business Improvement Districts to manage street parking as Brandon Smith mentioned in the last post’s comments. When parking revenue goes to municipalities’ general funds, drivers see it as a fee with questionable benefit. Contrarily, when parking revenue stays in the neighborhood, it can provide tangible benefits in the form of neighborhood improvements. This may make drivers more willing to pay for parking. More importantly, it creates an interest group in favor of charging a rate for parking that provides an funding source for neighborhood improvements. 

July 20, 2012
Pay-by-plate parking starts next week
Come Thursday, motorists no longer will need quarters to purchase on-street parking time on the North Shore. Plastic -- and a license plate number -- will do. The Pittsburgh Parking Authority will unveil the first of 560 new multispace metering devices that accept credit cards in addition to quarters on streets in the vicinity of PNC Park. Motorists will have to punch in their license-plate numbers as part of a new, electronic parking-enforcement initiative. The authority says it will be the first in the nation to use so-called pay-by-plate technology on a wide scale.

July 20, 2012
Parking woes lead to 2 hour limit in Brunswick
Brunswick has a parking problem, but not the kind City Commissioner Johnny Cason reminisced about Wednesday.
The longtime resident recalled the 1950s and 1960s before shopping centers and malls lured business from downtown. Newcastle and Gloucester streets bustled with activity then. Shoppers traded at the W.T. Grant and S.H. Kress five-and-dime stores, George Owens Menswear and Rogers Drugstore or took in movies at the Ritz and Bijou theaters. They fed coins into meters along the streets and walked downtown.

July 20, 2012
Defiant S.F. parking rebels: Mercedes with kickstands 
This year the San Francisco Department of Parking and Traffic will extract more than $110 million in traffic and parking fines, based on data from the S.F. Municipal Transportation Agency, directed by Edward Reiskin.
More Cushman-borne officers catch city parking violators now than in recent years. The department added 27 parking patrol officers three weeks ago — up 8 percent — to boost the squadron to 377. While officers provoke ire when a ticket appears on the windshield, they’re actually heartfelt enforcers.

July 20, 2012
Council supports downtown parking proposal
At the Picayune City Council meeting on Tuesday, Mayor Ed Pinero, Jr., told Main Street Picayune and Chamber officials that the council will place on the next agenda, and adopt, a resolution supporting installation of a major project that, if successful, will see additional downtown parking along the east side of Main Street. Main Street Picayune board member Bill Edwards, accompanied by Chamber director April Loveless, said his group believes they can procure the funds for the project and it won’t cost the city any monies.

July 20, 2012
Neighbors concerned about parking 
Traffic congestion is a topic that has come up at meetings with town officials throughout the years no matter what neighborhood or stretch of road is being discussed. At the Planning Board meeting this week, several residents of Tenney Lane said they were concerned about the amount of traffic that passes through their otherwise quiet neighborhood off Pleasant Hill Road and with the number of vehicles that park along the street during youth sports games at Wiley Recreation Area.

July 19, 2012
Santa Rosa parking kiosks panned
Four years after Santa Rosa started replacing its aging coin parking meters with pay stations, some downtown merchants say the system continues to frustrate their customers and the city should explore more user-friendly technologies. Bernie Schwartz, owner of California Luggage on Fourth Street, says he’s collected about 200 signatures from people who overwhelmingly support individual “smart” parking meters over the current kiosk system, which requires people to purchase a ticket and return to their vehicle to display it on their dashboard.

July 19, 2012
West Haven Savin Rock paid parking bringing in almost $1,000 per week
The city recently began requiring non-residents to pay to park on Palace Street when visiting the popular Savin Rock area, and already is reaping nearly $1,000 in revenue per week. But don’t look for meters at each parking space. Instead, two tall, black digital “pay stations” on the sidewalks dole out tickets that can be placed on cars in view of police officers enforcing the new rules. In addition, parking spaces on Palace Street were changed from parallel to diagonal.

July 19, 2012
Parking: Coming of Age
Has big business finally found its way to parking? Consider the following:  3M has acquired Federal APD (PARCS), PIPS (LPR), Sirit (AVI), and VES (a toll service provider located in southern California). 3M currently operates a division that focuses on transportation, but this is significant entre’ into the parking industry. Affiliated Computer Systems (ACS) became part of Xerox which also has a transportation division that includes commercial vehicle operations, electronic toll collections, motor vehicle services, on/off street parking, photo enforcement, public transport, and transportation management.

July 19, 2012
Scranton Parking Authority default, debt reserves debated
The beleaguered Scranton Parking Authority's debt reserve fund grew from $3.2 million at the end of 2010 to $4.3 million as of June 30, according to the agency's attorney. Councilman Pat Rogan continues to question why the authority needed the city to cover an SPA debt that was due June 1 when SPA had money in its debt service reserve fund. But that reserve fund is a set-aside to guarantee bond payments are made and is not supposed to be tapped, said SPA attorney Joseph O'Brien and council President Janet Evans.

July 19, 2012
Pittsburgh's new multi-space parking meters debut next week
The first of the Pittsburgh Parking Authority's new multi-space metering devices will be put into service next Thursday. A ribbon-cutting will be held at 12:30 p.m. at 115 Federal St., next to PNC Park. After that, the 12 machines, all on streets near the park, will be put into operation. The authority bought about 560 of the devices, along with seven-year maintenance plans, for more than $7 million.

July 19, 2012
Parking kiosks: Radnor wants them but some residents object
Radnor officials says the new parking kiosks are very accepting – taking credit cards, debit cards, special discount cards, dollars and coins including nickels and dimes. But for now some residents are only giving the high-tech machines criticism. The Board of Commissioners heard a presentation Monday on the plan to activate parking kiosks at three downtown Wayne lots: South Wayne, Bellevue and Waynewood/Louella.

July 19, 2012
Court serves justice on Parking Authority
For more than a year, I've been chronicling the injustices of the Philadelphia Parking Authority and its sister agency, the Bureau of Administrative Adjudication. When my columns hit print, though, their effect on the PPA and the BAA has been akin to that of a mosquito biting into a rhino's neck: Momentarily bothersome, but inconsequential.

July 18, 2012
Moving Olympia parking pay stations could cost $47,000 
The City of Olympia plans to spend $47,000 to move nine parking pay stations, a move that has drawn criticism.
The $1-per-hour stations, which were installed two years ago in the former free-parking zone, are being relocated to busier areas so there are two on the most popular block faces. People have complained about having to walk to the stations, which were originally installed one per block face. “That’ll make it more convenient for people,” said Karen Herald, business manager for the city’s Community Planning and Development department. 

July 16, 2012
What I Learned from Parking
General Colin L. Powell offered the following to The Parking Matters Blog from his new book “It Worked for Me: In Life and Leadership.” When I was Secretary of State, I slipped away one day from my beautiful office suite and vigilant security agents and snuck down to the garage. The garage is run by contract employees, most of them immigrants and minorities making only a few dollars above minimum wage. The garage is too small for all the employees’ cars. The challenge every morning is to pack them all in.

July 11, 2012
Seattle considers time limit on Sunday free parking along waterfront
Sundays are when parking on Seattle streets is free, but the City Council is considering a time limit on stalls in a 22-block span along the downtown waterfront. The City Council's transportation committee on Tuesday approved an ordinance that would impose a four-hour time limit on Sunday free parking along the waterfront. The legislation is intended to keep spaces open for shoppers at waterfront businesses during construction related to the Alaskan Way Viaduct.

