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Cruising for cheap curb parking

Suppose you want to park for 1 hour.
C b ki t $1Curb parking costs $1.
Off-street parking costs $20.
How long would you be willing to cruise for 

curb parking rather than pay the higher p g p y g
price for off-street parking?





Cruising in New York

Researchers interviewed drivers who were stopped 
at traffic lightsat traffic lights.

Are you searching for curb parking?
28 percent of drivers on a street in Manhattan said 

they were searching for curb parking.
45 percent of drivers on a street in Brooklyn said 

they were searching for curb parking.y g p g



What is the right price for 
parking on the street?parking on the street?

Th i i t hi h if b tThe price is too high if many curb spaces are vacant 
because businesses will lose potential customers.

The price is too low if no spaces are vacant because 
drivers will congest traffic and pollute the air as they 
circle the block searching for an open space.

The price is just right if one or two curb spaces are p j g p
usually open on every block because drivers can 
always find convenient parking at their destinations.y p g

The Goldilocks principle of curb parking prices.



Performance Parking Prices

The right price for curb parking is the lowest price that 
ill l hwill leave one or two vacant spaces on each 

block—performance pricing
Performance prices adjust over time to maintain a few 

vacant spaces.
The goal is to keep about 85 percent of the parking 

spaces occupied all the time.
About one curb space is vacant on each side of each 

block so that everyone can see that convenient y
parking is available everywhere.



Get the prices rightp g







Higher prices for special events

Some areas host large, well-publicized events that 
greatly increase the demand for parkinggreatly increase the demand for parking.

Concerts, conventions, parades, street festivals, sports 
tevents.

Curb parking prices for special events can range up  to 
$18/hour.

Curb parking prices will be based on surveys of the p g p y
prices at private off-street parking for the events.



































Parking is well used but readily available
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2.  Revenue Return







Ventura parking ordinance
A program of managing on-street and off-street 
parking to achieve a 15% vacancy rate.parking to achieve a 15% vacancy rate.
Using metered parking to achieve a vacancy rate of 
15% eliminates the need for time restrictions on15% eliminates the need for time restrictions on 
those metered parking spaces.
All ll t d f ki t i thiAll moneys collected from parking meters in this 
city shall be placed in a special fund, which fund 
h ll b d t d l i l t ithi thshall be devoted exclusively to purposes within the 

geographic boundaries of the parking district from 
hi h th i ll t dwhich the revenue is collected.







As our case is new, so must we think anew, 
and act anew.

Abraham Lincoln


