Uptown Parking Recommendations


Completed

Based on our discussions, the City has been able to complete the following recommendations that add about 20 new on-street parking spaces.
Recommendation #1 South side of W Republican St between Warren Ave N and 1st Ave N.  1-hour signs have been installed to add about 10 parking spaces.

Recommendation #2 NE side of Mercer St. at Warren Ave N. Added 2 parallel parking spaces as short-term parking near the large curb bulb. 

Recommendation #3 South side of Mercer St between 1st Ave N and Warren Ave N. Bus stop has been moved one block east. 2-hour parking has been installed in front of apartment building, per property’s request. Bollards (posts that prevent vehicles from entering area) were installed at the alley and short-term parking was created there.

Recommendation #4 At 323 Queen Anne Ave between Thomas and Harrison. 1-hour signs have been installed where new construction was recently completed.

Recommendation #5 NE corner of Warren Ave N at Roy. Extensive, unnecessary red zone paint was grayed out.

Recommendation #6 SE corner of Roy at 3rd Ave N. Restored 1 space by shortening restricted (red zone).  Some queue space is necessary for garage patrons turning left (SB) onto 3rd to enter/exit garage.

Recommendation #7 SE corner of Roy at Warren Ave N. Restored 1 space in the restricted (red) zone, similar to above intersection.

Recommendation #8 South side of Roy adjacent to Seattle Center garage. Added 2-hour time-limit signs along the rest of this block on 3rd Ave N side. 

For Community Discussion


Recommendation #9 Add short-term parking for visitors and business customers. The City can convert unrestricted on-street parking to short-term when next to non-residential buildings. The following blocks have mainly long-term parking and could be signed to add a significant amount of parking for customers to the Uptown business district:
· The east and west sides of 1st Ave W between W Roy and W Mercer (parking lot, residential development)

· The east and west sides of 4th Ave W. between W. Republican and W. Harrison. Adjacent to office development (west) and parking lot (east).

· Along the north side of W. Republican from alley to 3rd Ave. W. (retail and warehouse) and between 3rd Ave. W. and 1st Ave. W. (retail, warehouse, parking lot – not where multi-family is)

· Along the south side of W. Republican between 3rd Ave. W. and 2nd Ave W and between 1st Ave. W and 2nd Ave. W. (office)

· 3rd Ave W. South of Mercer on both sides of the street and just on the east side of the street between W. Republican and W. Harrison. (all office)

· The north side of W. Harrison between 3rd Ave. W. and 2nd Ave. W (office) and the south side of W. Harrison between 2nd Ave. W. and 1st Ave. W.  (office and mixed-use)

· The west side of 1st Ave. W. from W. Republican to W. Thomas (office, parking lots, industrial)

· The north side of W. Thomas from 2nd Ave. W. to Queen Anne Ave. N. (mixed use, parking lot, institutional) and the south side of W. Thomas from 3rd Ave W. to 1st Ave. W. (parking lot, industrial, office).

Recommendation #10 Adding or removing passenger or truck load zones. Loading zones provide very short–term parking to drop off passengers or make deliveries. Property owners can request loading zones or other special–purpose zones by calling Seattle Transportation at 684–ROAD. The City has a prepared letter that the Uptown Alliance and Chamber could send to members letting them know about this potential parking option. 

Recommendation #11 Install parking meters where there are time-limit signs. Parking meters would create more turnover for short-term parking in the neighborhood for businesses and visitors.  From the City’s parking study, on average in the Uptown business area, cars were parking about 2.1 hours in an unrestricted space, 1.7 hours in a 2-hour space, 1.6 hours in a 1-hour space, and 1.8 hours in a 30-minute space. New parking meters must be installed contiguous to other blocks with parking meters.  

Recommendation #12 Parking next to alleys/driveways. Property owners can add yellow paint 3 feet from the alley/driveway to prevent cars from blocking the driveway.
Recommendation #13 RPZs. Funding for Residential Parking Zone (RPZ) studies and implementation was cut in the 2002 budget. Seattle Transportation is maintaining a waiting list when and if funding is restored and these recommendations will be added to the list.

Recommendation #14 Off-Street Parking. Seattle Center provides monthly residential parking. at the Mercer Garage ($60/month) and the 1st North garage ($80/month) [for 24-hour access except Sonics game days].  Group discounts and evening parking are also available. Seattle Center staff are marketing the program and have flyers available.

Diamond Parking and U-Park have many parking facilities in the Uptown neighborhood. Monthly parking is available and group discounts could be made available (for a property manager-to purchase for building tenants). City staff and the community could pursue marketing strategies and group discounts if people are interested.

Not Recommended

Angled Parking. There were many recommendations for installing angled parking where parallel parking exists now. Angled parking requires a street width of at least 40 feet. Driveways limit gain and street use (trucks, traffic volumes etc.) effect whether or not angled parking would work.  The following streets are not recommended for angled parking because they are not wide enough and/or traffic volumes are too heavy. There were some recommendations to change two-way streets to one-way in order to create the necessary space. Those kind of recommendations would need extensive traffic analysis that is beyond the scope of our work here. 
· 4th Ave W between W Mercer St and W Republican St. 

· 3rd Ave N between Roy St and Mercer St. 
· West side of 2nd Ave N between Roy St and Mercer St. 
· West side of 4th Ave N south of Roy St. Due to the high number of turning vehicles into/out of the Mercer Street Garage, adding parking in this location would create a traffic back up at the signal and a sight distance issue for vehicles exiting the garage. 
· South side of Republican between Warren and 1st Ave. N. 
· North side of Mercer St. from 1st Ave. N. to 3rd Ave. N. Parallel parking spaces were added here. 
· North side of Mercer between 2 Ave N and Warren Ave N.  
· 2nd Ave W between W. Roy and W. Mercer. 
· 3rd Ave W between W. Roy and W. Mercer. 

· One-way couplet on 3rd N and 4th N to allow for angled parking.
Pedestrian curb bulb at NE corner of Mercer/Warren Ave N. There was a recommendation to reduce size of the curb bulb, but the driveway in the curb bulb prevents action from being taken here.  
Pedestrian curb bulb at NW corner of Mercer/Warren Ave N. There was a recommendation to reduce the size of the curb bulb to add parking. Removal would be expensive and beyond the scope of our project.

Southwest corner W Mercer St at Queen Anne Ave N. The red zone at the location is needed for the high volume of right-turning vehicles.

Chicanes on Queen Anne Ave N, mid-block curb bulbs. Proposal to delete the south set. These chicanes are necessary for pedestrian safety as well as the street’s aesthetics.  
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