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Westlake cycle track project

Meeting overview
5:30 pM - Welcome!

6:15 to 7:15 pM - presentation and Q&a

8:00 pM - open house ends
Tonight we invite you to visit exhibit boards, talk with project 
staff and Design Advisory Committee members, and provide 
your input on maps of the Westlake Avenue N corridor. 

We want to hear your ideas!
Please share your input on comment cards, maps, 
or on our online form.

thanks for coming!
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Westlake cycle track project

Be super safe

seattle’s traffic safety goal: 
Zero traffic fatalities and 
serious injuries by 2030

approach: engineering, education, 
environment, enforcement, evaluation, 
and empathy 
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Westlake cycle track project

corridor characteristics
overall
•	 1.2 mile-long project area

•	 150-foot-wide public right of way

•	 24,000 vehicles per day

•	 Major truck street

•	 Metro transit route

parking area
•	 1,271 public parking spaces

•	 257 private spaces (open to public) 

•	 14 driveways

•	 Numerous water- and land-based 
businesses and residences

•	 Cheshiahud Lake Union Loop route

•	 No dedicated space for bikes
On Westlake Avenue N, looking toward downtown
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Westlake cycle track project

planning history
2007: Community requested safety improvement 
during outreach for Bicycle Master Plan 

2009: Seattle Parks Foundation recommended 
improvements within Cheshiahud Lake Union 
Loop Master Plan  

2013: 
•	 SDOT successfully procured grant funds for 

the project

•	 The Bike Master Plan recommends a 
protected bike lane for the Westlake corridor

•	 Public reiterates need for project at October 
open house

2014: Design Advisory Committee begins
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Westlake cycle track project

project goal and objectives
Goal: safety for all users
people biking: Support bicycle riders of  
all ages and abilities 

people walking: Separate bicycles from pedestrians 

people driving: Provide predictability  
within parking area 

objectives 
connectivity: Connect with Fremont and South Lake  
Union neighborhoods, the Fremont Bridge and 
surrounding trails and parks 

economic vitality: Create a space that attracts 
customers and supports adjacent land and water uses 

accessibility: Provide a flat, low-stress bike path  
making this scenic corridor more accessible to 
residents, employees and visitors 
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Westlake cycle track project

What we’ve heard so far
•	Project needs to be developed in a way that is 

sensitive to the many different land and water 
uses on the corridor

•	Maintaining parking for businesses, residents, 
moorage tenants and visitors is critical

•	Bike facility needs to provide predictability for 
all users and address problem mode-mixing 
spots

•	Current bike routes are not intuitive and 
bicyclists are unsure where to ride

•	Project needs to address concerns about 
making deliveries across the bike facility
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Westlake cycle track project

Funding and schedule
The project has a planning-level cost estimate of $3.6 million. Funding is provided by a 
$1.7 million Puget Sound Regional Council grant, local funds and bonds. 

Q1Q4Q3 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1

Community 

Project Phase

Engagement

Design and
Environmental
Review

Westlake Cycle Track Schedule

20142013 2015 2016

Open House #3

SDOT recommends 
bike route

Design Advisory 
Committee meets 
regularly  

Design Advisory Committee 
reviews design at key milestones

Schedule subject to change 

Open House #2

Open House 
#1

Phase 1: Evaluate and select bike route

Phase 2: Final design and 
environmental review Phase 3: Construction

Design Criteria, Traffic 
and Parking Studies

Final design and environmental review 
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Westlake cycle track project

traffic circulation study – methods
purpose: Understand the circulation and relative volume of 
drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians throughout the corridor

study elements:
•	 Inventory of driveways
•	Turning movement counts into and out of parking area
•	Bike and pedestrian counts
•	Vehicle volumes and speeds 
•	Collision data 

Study was conducted over various times of day on three weekdays  
and one Saturday in September and October 2013
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Westlake cycle track project

traffic circulation study – findings
•	Overall, pedestrian volumes highest of all modes, with peak at midday

•	Several challenging areas where modes mix

•	Driveway issues

snapshot of bicycle, pedestrian and vehicle counts: aM & pM peaks
Data collected at driveway near 8th Avenue N on Thursday, September 12, 2013
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Westlake cycle track project

parking utilization study – methods

purpose: Measure parking supply and 
demand throughout corridor

study elements:
•	Study looked at use block by block

•	Inventory of public and private parking

Study conducted over nine weekday and weekend 
times in September 2013, including morning, noon 
and evening hours

Unpaid spaces: 783

62%

32%

6%

Paid spaces: 404
Other spaces: 84*

Private paid (open to 
public)spaces: 257

Private reserved: 
184 spaces

42% 58%

Private parking 
supply: 441 spaces

Public parking supply: 
1,271 spaces

*Accessible parking spaces, loading zones, motorcycles, and dumpsters
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Westlake cycle track project

parking utilization study – findings
parking types parking occupancy

average occupancy: 
all zones peak time 
(weekday noon)
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Westlake cycle track project

parking approach
Goal: Minimize parking impacts 

Methods to organize parking:
•	Perpendicular, parallel and angled

•	Minimize drive aisle widths

•	Two-way vs. one-way circulation 

potential parking arrangements

Diagrams not to scale
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Westlake cycle track project

specific parking needs of the corridor
•	Accessible spaces 

•	Marine, boat and trailer access

•	Loading zones

•	Emergency vehicle access 

•	Garbage container storage and 
collection
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Westlake cycle track project

parking management tools
Goal: Minimize parking impacts; ensure  
reliable access 

Methods to improve parking efficiency
•	 Changes and additions to hours, days, time limits  

and rates

•	 Residential parking zone permits (RPZs)

•	 Public parking maps and smartphone apps

•	 Partnerships with private parking lots

•	Demand management, including carpooling and transit

•	 Bicycle parking and bike share

What are your ideas for parking management? 
Fill out a comment form!

Sample parking configurations
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Westlake cycle track project

Bike facility approach
•	Minimum space requirement for  

two-way bike traffic is 10 feet

•	All ages and abilities facility

•	Context sensitive to adjacent land 
and water uses

•	Slow speeds for safety

•	Attention to areas where different 
transportation modes mix 

10 feet
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Westlake cycle track project

removed from consideration:  
West side of Westlake avenue N
No longer considered due to the following challenges:
•	Lack of available space beyond right of way
•	Building and slope issues
•	Maintain four lanes for the 24,000 average daily vehicles, freight and transit
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Westlake cycle track project

Bike facilities in other cities
Sydney, Australia

Rapid City, SD

Boulder, CO

Chicago, IL

Barcelona, Spain
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Bike facilities in seattle
Cherry Street

Broadway

Linden Avenue N

Alki Avenue SW
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Design advisory committee members

Warren Aakervik – Freight interests
Martha Aldridge – Lake Union Park users

Andrew Austin – Non-vehicular commuters
Devor Barton – Pedestrian interests

Karen Braitmayer – Westlake Avenue N business owners
Dave Chappelle – Lake Union floating home and live-aboard residents

Thomas Goldstein – Cascade Bicycle Club
Amalia Leighton – Transportation Engineer

Sarah McGray – Bicycle interests
John Meyer – Air/water transportation/tourism
Martin Nelson – Westlake Stakeholders Group

Peter Schrappen – Lake Union marina operators and boat moorage tenants
Cam Strong – Westlake Stakeholders Group

Westlake cycle track project

Mayor Ed Murray appointed the Design Advisory Committee (DAC), bringing representatives with a variety of perspectives together to 
improve safety for all modes of travel (pedestrians, bicyclists, motor vehicles, transit and freight) in the Westlake Avenue N corridor.
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What’s next?

tonight: Collect stakeholder input on corridor 
operations, challenges and opportunities

june - august: Work with Design Advisory Committee 
and public to define bike route

Fall: Present most promising bike route for public input
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How you can provide feedback

Westlake cycle track project

Please submit comments in the boxes provided  
or on our online form.

Wct@seattle.gov  |  (206) 909-8578 
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