
Frequently Asked Questions Chapter-Page
Background

What is the project need and purpose? Chapter 1-1 to 1-7

How is this project related to other projects in the area? Chapter 6-1 to 6-40

What are the potential consequences if nothing is done? Chapter 2-17 to 2-18

Construction-Related Impacts

When will construction start? Chapter 2-21

How long will construction last? Chapter 2-26 to 2-27, 2-30, 2-33

What are the phases of construction? Chapter 4-2 to 4-4

Environmental Disciplines

What is the 
affected project 
area? 
(Chapter 3)

What are the effects during 
construction and what 
mitigation is planned? 
(Chapter 4)

What are the effects after 
construction? 
(Chapter 5)

Air Quality 3-93 4-100 to 4-102 5-47 to 5-48

Cultural, Historic, and 
Archaeological Resources

3-18 to 3-26 4-39 to 4-44 5-7 to 4-9

Economics 3-13 to 3-14 4-24 to 4-29  5-4 to 5-6

Environmental Justice 3-43 to 3-53 4-60 to 4-68 5-20 to 5-23

Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation 3-62 to 3-72 4-70 to 4-78 5-33 to 5-38

Greenhouse Gases 3-27 to 3-28 4-46 to 4-47 5-9 to 5-11

Noise and Vibration 3-14 to 3-18 4-29 to 4-39 5-6 to 5-7

Public Services 3-36 to 3-43 4-51 to 4-54, 4-58 to 4-59 5-16 to 5-19

Local Businesses 3-29, 3-49 4-26 to 4-27 5-5

Transportation 3-1 to 3-12 4-1 to 4-24 5-1 to 5-4

- Ferry 3-10 to 3-11 4-11 to 4-13, 4-17 to 4-18, 
4-24

5-21

- Freight 3-3 to 3-4 4-10, 4-16, 4-20 to 4-21 5-7 to 5-10

- Parking 3-4 to 3-8 4-10, 4-16, 4-21 to 4-22, 
4-26

5-3 to 5-6, 5-11, 5-14, 5-21

- Pedestrian and Bicycle 3-8 to 3-9 4-10 to 4-11, 4-17, 4-22 5-2 to 5-4, 5-10, 5-12 to 
5-13, 5-15, 5-22

- Traffic Congestion 3-3, 3-5 4-4 to 4-9, 4-14 to 4-16, 4-20 5-2, 5-47

- Transit 3-10, 3-51 4-11, 4-17, 4-23 5-2, 5-22

Utilities 3-40 to 3-43 4-54, 4-60 5-16 to 5-19

Water Resources 3-72 to 3-80 4-79 to 4-86 5-38 to 5-42

Reader’s 
Guide

Wondering how to navigate the Elliott Bay Seawall Project Draft Environmental  
Impact Statement?

Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement

On November 13, 2012, the Seattle Department of Transportation released a Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) compliant with the Washington State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). A 30-day comment period is underway and 
will close on December 13, 2012.



ACRONYM/
TERM

DEFINITION

APE area of potential effect

CSO combined sewer overflow

Draft EIS Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

EBSP Elliott Bay Seawall Project

Ecology Washington State Department of 
Ecology

EIS environmental impact statement 

FHWA Federal Highway Administration

Gribble Small, wood boring crustacean eating 
the existing seawall

LPS Light-penetrating surfaces are habitat 
enhancing features that allow natural 
light to penetrate structures, such as 
piers, and reach the water of Elliott Bay

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 

No Action 
Alternative

Provides a baseline against which 
project effects from the build 
alternatives can be compared

Phase 1 The central seawall, extends from 
South Washington Street to Virginia 
Street

Phase 2 The north seawall, extends from 
Virginia Street to Broad Street

SDOT Seattle Department of Transportation 

SEPA State Environmental Policy Act

Waterfront 
Seattle

A separate, City of Seattle program 
to redevelop the downtown Seattle 
waterfront

WSDOT Washington State Department of 
Transportation 

WDFW Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife 

WSF Washington State Ferries 

USACE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

•	 The executive summary can be accessed online at  
www.seattle.gov/transportation/seawall_eis.htm 

•	 Copies of the Draft EIS are available for review in 
print and on CD at the Seattle Central Library and 
other area libraries. For a complete list, please visit 
www.seattle.gov/transportation/seawall_eis.htm

•	 Printed copies can be requested by emailing 
seawallDEIS@seattle.gov or calling 206-618-8584.

o CDs and executive summaries are free of charge

o A printed and bound draft EIS is available for 
$50.00

o Printed and bound technical appendices are 
available for an additional $25.00

What acronyms and key terms are used in 
the Draft EIS? 

Accessing the Draft Environmental  
Impact Statement 

Providing Comments on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement 

There are several ways you can share your comments 
and feedback: online, by email, mail, and at the open 
house. Comments are due by December 13, 2012.

Online:  www.seattle.gov/transportation/ 
seawall_comment.htm 

Email:  seawallDEIS@seattle.gov 

Mail:  Elliott Bay Seawall Project - Draft EIS Comments 
c/o Mark Mazzola 
Seattle Department of Transportation   
PO Box 34996 
Seattle, WA 98124-4996

At the Open House: 
Wednesday, December 5, 2012  
4:00-7:00 p.m.  
Brief presentation at 5:15 and 6:15 p.m. 
Bell Harbor Conference Center  
Maritime Event Center  
2211 Alaskan Way, Seattle

November 2012


