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Elliott Bay Seawall Project - Concept Plans

Introduction
The concept plans described in the following pages include varying design opportunities for natural 
and ecological shoreline restoration.  Possibilities include creation of a continuous salmon migration 
corridor, intertidal and shallow sub-tidal aquatic habitat, riparian habitat, and accessible pocket 
beaches at appropriate locations.  Each concept provides a different approach for developing the 
public realm on the landside to create community gathering areas and to connect people to Puget 
Sound.  

Each concept is consistent with the following project goals:

alternatives in November 2010 for further design and environmental analysis in coordination with 
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The seawall replacement will be coordinated with known plans for future transportation projects 
and waterfront improvements, with minimal relocation of the wall.  Habitat enhancement will 
consist of improvements that can be readily achieved in the current marine environment. These 

beach with sills

and reef
stormwater treatment at Colman 
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Physical Description

the addition of light wells angled through the wall to illuminate the migration corridor in the water.  This 
corridor is further improved by the development of habitat benches with aquatic vegetation where feasible 
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resource-based alternative, using the dynamic systems fundamental to the ecology, 
biology, culture, and economic characteristics of the place and its inhabitants.

This concept draws its function and aesthetic from Puget Sound’s lush ecology.  Here, the 
natural environment will influence urban design as city residents and visitors feel the presence 
of nature.  The seawall will be softened with vertical gardens, and it will dissolve into stone 

with permeable paving, viewing shafts, and marine atria.  Upland, riparian, and aquatic habitats 

a submerged habitat bench and illuminated water corridor formed by innovative light wells and 

swales and rain gardens.  The waterfront will be celebrated and interpreted as a model of 
Seattle’s sustainable ethic and careful stewardship of Puget Sound.   
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Physical Description

maintained with habitat benches and light permeable walkways. Interpretation of these improvements and enjoyment of Puget Sound will be enhanced by new viewing 
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the downtown as the synthesis of humankind’s potential to manage and enrich 
contributions on earth.

pilings, moorings, and boardwalks hosts an ever-changing show of docking and departing 
boats and a parade of tourists and residents interacting with the city and its authentic urban 
waterfront.  Embracing this activity is a backdrop of majestic mountains, orange cranes, 
container-laden cargo ships, and Seattle’s architectural skyline.

permeable pavement brings natural light to an enhanced shallow water corridor below, 
improving salmon migration.  Underwater gravel and rock substrates host aquatic organisms, 
the building blocks of an aquatic food web.

Physical Description
This concept includes new over-water civic spaces and improved access to piers and viewpoints 

the waterfront and habitat benches where feasible between piers.

piers
pierspiers
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plaza/park 
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**

* Seawall could be over-water structure in this area.
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distinct waterfront communities at the heart of one of the world’s most diverse intersections, producing an 
environment that connects water and land and enriches as each element passes another.

This concept connects the waterfront to the unique character of the adjacent city neighborhoods.  The history of Pioneer Square 

complementing the Belltown neighborhood.  Throughout, viewing piers will focus attention inward to the city skyline and outward 
to Puget Sound.

Habitat will flow throughout the waterfront, as a reminder that Seattle, the Emerald City, was born from the cedar, stone, and 

benches as they have throughout the development and evolution of Seattle’s neighborhoods.

pierspiers
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Physical Description

enhance the historic character of Pioneer Square.  In Zones 2 and 3, light wells improve conditions for the 

nodes introduce people to the salmon migration corridor.

beach
over-water deck

Making a community whole that had been 
divided...building face to building face.

Reconnecting Pioneer 
Square to the bay.

Reconnecting the 
market to the sea.
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* Seawall could be over-water structure in this area.

*
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immigrant, maritime, and industrial societies, their distinguishing characteristics, and shared ethics 
that have shaped Seattle and its waterfront.

Seattle’s waterfront serves many roles. This concept will acknowledge the conversation between an ecology, a 

Seattle’s waterfront will model interaction between urban and natural environments.
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Physical Description

wall shifts back and in others it remains in place.  This concept introduces a natural beach with a restored historic pavilion to enhance the character of Pioneer Square and improve 

constructed tide pools.  Near Bell Harbor Conference Center and the northern piers, habitat benches and light permeable walkways improve habitat while providing pedestrians with 
visual interest.  
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