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Street Vending

Street vending has added a human and charm to our City.  The City is sup-portive of street vending because it adds color to the street and has a public benefit.  In this information bulletin you are told how the City regulates street vending and how to obtain a permit.

In Seattle, most street vending is done on public sidewalks.  The only products you are allowed to vend on city streets are food, non-alcoholic beverages and flowers.  There are specific districts; such as the Pike Place Market, which allow other types of vending.

Vendors

Your cart will be assigned to one spot.  Your cart must not be more than three feet wide by five feet long and five feet tall.  It must be able to be pushed and have at least two wheels.

You may also attach a vinyl or canvas umbrella to your unit.

Location

· Vending can be done from only one location.  Mobile vending is not allowed.

· Carts cannot interfere with pedestrian flow.  Seattle Department of Transportation decides the appropriateness of each requested location.

· A flower cart must be at least 200 feet from any established flower shop, unless you have the shop owner’s written permission.

· Only with special written permission by the Parks Department of School District will you be allowed to vend within 200 feet of a park or school.

· You need a Certificate of Approval from the Commission or board regulating historical or special review districts to vend in these areas.

· You must keep your location clean.

Permits

You need an Annual Street Use permit to have to have a cart on the sidewalk.  The permit costs $165.00.  To apply for a permit, you will need the following:

· Written permission from the business (or building owner) next to where your cart will be parked.

· A drawing showing where your cart will be parked.

· A copy of your Seattle Business License.

· If you want to sell food or beverages, written Health Department approval.

· If you will use propane, you need a permit from the Fire Marshal.

· A certificate of insurance, with a minimum liability of $1,000,000.00.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, YOU CAN CALL STREET USE, ANNUAL PERMITS DIVISION AT 684-5267.

Notes:
This bulletin is a summary of the Board of Public Works Rules for Street Vending Chapter 4.10 and Seattle Municipal Code Section 15.17.010.  In all cases, the rules and code govern legal limits to Street Vending.  This bulletin was written for general information only.  Copies of the Rule and Code can be obtained at 700 5th Avenue, 37th Floor.


