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Facts on Cash for Clunkers program and Seattle’s One Less Car Challenge 

 
The federal government’s Cash for Clunkers program and the One Less Car Challenge both help citizens sell a car, enhance the environment and 
stimulate the economy.  Cash for Clunkers encourages citizens to replace an old car, while the One Less Car Challenge encourages citizens to own 
fewer cars.   
 
Seattle’s One Less Car Challenge provides incentives and encouragement to own fewer vehicles and drive less.  The program enhances the 
environment by increasing the use of walking, biking and transit.  Participants report an enhanced quality of life because they save money, walk and 
bike more often, and reduce their stress. 
     
 Federal Cash for Clunkers Program Seattle’s One Less Car Challenge 
Overview Sell an older car and buy a new car that burns less gas. Sell a car and avoid replacing it for one year. 
Who is eligible U.S. residents Seattle residents 
Incentives $3,500 -$4,500 toward the purchase of a new car/SUV with a 

higher miles per gallon rating  
Type of 
Vehicle 

$3,500 if new 
vehicle improves 

upon old vehicle’s 
MPG by: 

$4,500 if new 
vehicle  improves 
upon old vehicle’s 

MPG by: 
Cars 4 MPG 10 MPG or more 
SUVs/Trucks 2 MPG 5   MPG or more 

 

Over $400 of incentives: 
• $200 gift certificate for bus tickets or REI gear 
• Over $200 of discounts to Cascade Bike Club, Bike 

Alliance of Washington and Tiny’s Organics 
produce 

About $7,000 in annual savings on car costs (Source: 
AAA) 

Benefits to the 
environment 

New cars burn less gas than clunkers Participants burn less gas because they drive less 

Benefits to the 
economy 

Increases new car purchases   Incentives and car cost savings stimulate the local 
economy 

Other benefits  Program provides tips on biking, walking, transit, etc. 
Restrictions  The car must have been registered by the seller and in use for the 

last year.  
The car must have been owned by the seller for the 
last year and driven at least 3,000 miles per year. 

Do other restrictions 
apply? 

Yes Yes 

More information www.cars.gov   www.seattle.gov/waytogo   
 


