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Existing

Of the intersections analyzed, Beacon Ave. S. and 
S. Columbian Way is the most congested signalized 
intersection in the study area.  It currently operates 
at Level-of-Service F in the PM peak hour with an 
average delay of over three minutes.  By 2030, without 
improvements, the delay is expected to increase to over 
four and a half minutes. Signalized protected left  turns 
and high traffi c volumes from all approaches are major 
sources of delay.  Columbian Way provides access from 
I-5 and the West Seattle Bridge to the three major 
north-south corridors in the study area. 
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A multi-use path exists in the center of most of 
the Beacon median, but north and south of this 
intersection the median is used for parking for adjacent 
businesses and the path is directed to the edge of 
the median. Pedestrians are restricted from crossing 
Columbian Way from the median, so they must cross 
Beacon, Columbian Way and Beacon again to get 
back onto the median. The parking lots are accessible 
from both directions of Beacon. Motorists who are 
parked in the median lots typically jaywalk to the 
adjacent businesses, rather than walking to the nearest 
crosswalk or signal.

Beacon is a primary north-south route for bicyclists 
and the Seattle Bicycle Master Plan recommends 
bicycle lanes on Columbia, sharrows on Beacon south 
of the intersection, and bicycle lanes on Beacon north 
of the intersection. 

BEACON AVE. S. & S. COLUMBIAN WAY

Improve safety at High Collision Location.
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Proposed

Improve traffi c fl ow by constructing an “elongated 
roundabout” or “U-turn Route”.  By rerouting the 
left turns from Beacon and Columbian, the traffi c 
signal phasing is simplifi ed, improving capacity on 
both streets.  

Improve pedestrian safety in the median by 
eliminating the driveway access on the existing 
sidewalk side (drivers will use the “U-turn Route”).  
Replace the driveways with a continuous sidewalk 
planting strip.

Install a pedestrian crosswalk and signal connect-
ing the two medians, as no left turns are allowed 
at the intersection.
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