
Applicant Problem
Until the recent opening of the Thomas St Pedestrian Bridge, 
waterfront parks and bicycle facilities have developed 
along Elliott Ave without any benefit of connections leading 
directly into the residential neighborhoods. The Helix/Amgen 
Pedestrian Bridge at W. Prospect St. is an example of existing 
infrastructure providing a pedestrian connection over several 
railroad lines and leading west to the waterfront across one 
of Seattle’s busiest arterials, improved with crosswalk, traffic 
and pedestrian signalization, Rapid Ride bus station as well 
as recognized as the southern entry into the Interbay/ Ballard 
corridor - yet ends, in the eastern direction where people live, 
with a virtual dead end. In the past, W. Prospect St did connect 
residents to the waterfront when it served as a major point 
of entry to the trails in Kinnear Park. This connection was 
specifically mentioned in a 1909 Olmsted report commenting 
on the importance of maintaining access between green spaces 
and the neighborhoods. Today, much of the right-of-way is 
unimproved and has defaulted to a parking lot for businesses. 
As the density of the surrounding urban neighborhood 
increases and more people look for a variety of ways to 
commute to work and access local recreation opportunities 
without depending on an automobile, a safe and friendly 
pedestrian/bicycle connection and park entrance node at this 
site becomes integral to the city’s master pedestrian/bicycle 
plan and its vision to link residents with green spaces.

Applicant Solution
FOLKpark proposes a direct connection for bicyclists and 
pedestrians from Elliott Ave to Queen Anne neighborhoods in 
its 2010 Lower Kinnear Park Enhancement Plan - an integrated 
project that activates a landmarked park and connects major 
pedestrian/bicycle elements. The Plan, developed with Large 
Project funds and has had a thorough community outreach 
process, is being built in phases with major construction 
beginning in 2013 from money received through the 
Opportunity Fund. Support from the Neighborhood Street 
Fund would allow for continued improvements called out 
in the Plan to be built. These include a concrete plaza with 
way-finding kiosk and an ADA-compliant ramp to a trailhead 

PROJECT TYPE:
Sidewalk

APPROXIMATE LENGTH:
100 lf

COST ESTIMATE:
$105,000

2013-34 • W Prospect Street Sidewalk   
W Prospect Street on the north side of Elliott Avenue W
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
The intersection of Elliott Avenue W and W Prospect Street is located between 
the existing helix pedestrian bridge connecting Centennial Park, Myrtle Edwards 
Park, and the Amgen campus with Lower Kinnear Park and lower Queen Anne 
Hill. The Seattle Parks Department in conjunction with the community has 
proposed improvements to Lower Kinnear Park with a proposed design to be 
complete in the summer of 2013. This area is currently used as a parking area for 
an adjacent machinery business. Existing utility poles with luminaires are located 
along Elliott Avenue W just behind the existing curb line. 

The proposed NSF project would construct a large sidewalk/plaza at the 
intersection of W Prospect Street and Elliott Avenue W to match the proposed 
Lower Kinnear Park improvements. This area is currently used as a parking area 
for an adjacent business. This project will be required to utilize Green Stormwater 
Infrastructure (GSI) to the maximum amount feasible. This could generally 
consist of tree retention or new tree installation at the plaza. There may be some 
possibility of coordinating green stormwater infrastructure with the parks project.

CONSTRUCTABILITY:
• Grading for the trail connection to the Lower Kinnear Park will require a  

retaining wall. 

• Signal modifications could be required to ensure ADA compliance with the  
new sidewalk layout. 

COMMUNITY ISSUES:
• Outreach will be necessary for the business currently using this area for parking.

• Design coordination will be necessary with the Lower Kinnear Park project.

BENEFITS
• Provides a connection to future park improvements.

Existing curb ramps at the proposed plaza location.  
Looking north along Elliott Avenue W.

that will enable pedestrians and bicyclists to connect to a 
planned trail system through Kinnear Park, linking them into 
the residential Queen Anne neighborhoods and ultimately 
providing an alternate route from Interbay to Uptown. 
Encouraging this off road connection will give pedestrians and 
bicyclists a safer alternative to the W. Mercer Place route with 
its increased freight traffic and no sidewalks. It also provides 
and an easy route to bike lanes planned for Roy Street as part 
of the Mercer Corridor improvements. FOLKpark has been 
coordinating with Lake2Bay Loop, Thomas St. Bridge, and 
Seattle Center’s master plan stakeholders to realize a loop 
connection for pedestrians, cyclists and other non-motorized 
users between Seattle’s dense residential neighborhoods and 
popular open space destinations. The virtue of connections 
forming an “Uptown Loop” from Kinnear Park to the 
waterfront, SAM’s Olympic Sculpture Park, Belltown and 
circling through Seattle Center and Uptown complements the 
Lake2Bay loop and will become readily apparent and well used 
by urbanites seeking a recreational outlet. The Neighborhood 
Street Fund is an excellent opportunity and example of how 
funding from several City departments is needed to support a 
community’s vision and goals of better connectivity between 
green spaces, neighborhoods and the waterfront. FOLKpark, 
through its fiscal sponsor Seattle Peace Theatre, has begun 
SDOT’s design guidance process for a Sidewalk Improvement 
Permit (#187370). Additionally, the improvements for the 
W. Prospect St plaza have received a Determination of Non-
Significance as part of the SEPA process for the Lower Kinnear 
Park Enhancement Plan.

Applicant Solution  (continued)
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Paved area at the proposed plaza currently used for parking 
by the adjacent business.



Applicant Problem
The Lake to Bay Loop is a 3.2 mile pedestrian route between 
Lake Union and Elliott Bay that creates a vital and safe 
connection to some of Seattle’s civic treasures, including Lake 
Union Park, Seattle Center, the Olympic Sculpture Park, the 
waterfront, Pacific Science Center and Myrtle Edwards Park. 
While only separated by a mile, these attractions for residents 
and tourists have remained divided by Highway 99 and major 
arterials. The Lake to Bay Loop will link these attractions, 
and the growing neighborhoods of Belltown, South Lake 
Union, Denny Triangle and Uptown Urban Centers to each 
other and to the Seattle Waterfront. At the same time that these 
neighborhoods are experiencing unprecedented employment 
and residential growth, they lack sufficient parks and open 
space. By making use of the existing street right-of-way and 
partnerships with adjacent property owners, the Loop will 
extend those spaces into the public realm, forge new east-west 
connections, and become a wonderful open space in and of 
itself. 

While the idea is more than a decade in the making (it was 
originally conceived as the “Potlatch Trail” about fifteen years 
ago), a group of stakeholders has been meeting regularly for the 
past three years to update the idea and bring it to fruition. This 

group to date has included Amazon.com, Belltown Business 
Association, Belltown Community Council, Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, Cascade Bicycle Club, Center for Wooden 
Boats, City of Seattle, Cushing Terrell, Feet First, FOLK 
Park, Great City, KCTS 9, Lake Union Opportunity Alliance, 
Museum of History and Industry, Pacific Science Center, 
Queen Anne Community Council, Seattle Art Museum, Seattle 
Center, Seattle Center Foundation, Seattle Parks Foundation, 
South Lake Union Chamber of Commerce, South Lake Union 
Community Council, Space Needle, Uptown Alliance, and 
Vulcan, Inc. 

Over the past several years, many city projects have effectively 
resulted in the implementation of the Lake to Bay Loop 
on many segments, including: the installation of Lake to 
Bay way-finding by SDOT in the Fall/Winter of 2012-13 
(signage, kiosks and pavement stamps); the recent opening 
of the Thomas Street Pedestrian Overpass; completion of 
the Olympic Sculpture Park; opening of the new Gates 
Foundation campus at 5th Ave. N. and Mercer with streetscape 
enhancements; realization of the Terry Avenue Green 
Street; construction of a the Mercer Street corridor project; 
development of the Thomas Street Streetscape Plan, and; the 
imminent reconnection of the street grid at Thomas St. via the 
North Portal SR99 tunnel project in 2016. 

2013-35 • Lake to Bay Loop - W. Harrison Street
W. Harrison Street between 2nd Avenue W and 1st Avenue N

PROJECT TYPE:
Pedestrian Improvements

APPROXIMATE LENGTH:
580 lf

COST ESTIMATE:
3rd Avenue W: 

$250,000

2nd Avenue W: 
$250,000

1st Avenue W: 
$250,000

Queen Anne Avenue N: 
$250,000

1st Avenue N: 
$100,000

Despite this momentum, key segments of the Lake to Bay 
Loop on Broad St. and Harrison St. (the “Bay Loop”) remain 
unplanned and unfunded, despite growing use with the opening 
of the Sculpture Park and Thomas St. pedestrian overpass. 

With strategic investments in the Bay Loop along Harrison and 
Broad Streets, the full Lake to Bay project could be realized 
in a matter of several years. That’s why the Belltown Business 
Association and the Queen Anne Community Council are 
submitting two Lake to Bay Loop proposals to the 2012 Street 
Fund -one to develop the Loop on Broad St., and another one 
for Harrison Street. Harrison Street is a key segment of the 
Lake to Bay Loop, especially now that the Thomas Street 
pedestrian bridge is open. This is the primary designated 
pedestrian route between Myrtle Edwards Park, the Uptown 
neighborhood and Seattle Center. However today the corridor 
lacks marked crosswalks, has street crossing that are long and 
unsafe, has cracked sidewalks, sporadic planting strips and 
disjointed (or lacking) landscaping.

HARRISON ST



Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Review

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Harrison Street between 3rd Avenue W and 1st Avenue N is 
currently configured as a two-lane two-way roadway with 
on-street parking provided on both sides of the street. The 
intersections of Harrison Street and 1st Avenue N and Queen 
Anne Avenue N are signal controlled, while the remaining 
intersections are stop controlled. Utility poles with luminaires 
are located on the north side of Harrison Street between 1st 
Avenue N and Queen Anne Avenue and along the south side 
of Harrison Street between Queen Anne Avenue and 3rd 
Avenue W, which carry power and communications. Existing 
drainage infrastructure was observed in the field at each of the 
intersections within the project limits. Mature trees are located 
on both sides of Harrison Street along this corridor.

The proposed improvements consist of constructing curb bulbs 
all of the intersections on Harrison Street between 3rd Avenue 
W and 1st Avenue N. New landscaping and ADA compliant 
ramps will be added at each of the curb bulb locations. Minor 
drainage modifications will be required with the curb bulb 
installations. Depending on the overall size of this project, 
green stormwater infrastructure (GSI) may be required to be 
implemented. This may consist of tree preservation, new tree 
installation, or small rain gardens at the new curb bulbs.

CONSTRUCTABILITY:
• The existing concrete pavement is in poor condition in many 

locations. New pavement may be required with the installation 
of the curb bulbs and drainage improvements.

COMMUNITY ISSUES:
• Outreach to adjacent businesses and residences will be necessary 

to coordinate adjacent sidewalk closures and driveway impacts.

• On-street parking spaces will be removed to the required 30-feet  
from intersections at the curb bulb locations.

• Maintenance of new landscaping will be the responsibility of 
adjacent property owners.

BENEFITS
• Increased pedestrian safety by reducing crossing lengths at the 

intersections

• Improved access by creating ADA compliant sidewalk and 
ramps.

Pedestrians preparing to cross 1st Avenue W. Looking north 
at the intersection of 1st Avenue W and Harrison Street.

Pedestrian crossing 2nd Avenue W. Looking west at the 
intersection of 2nd Avenue W and Harrison Street.

2013-35 • Lake to Bay Loop - W. Harrison Street
W. Harrison Street between 2nd Avenue W and 1st Avenue N

Applicant Solution
Many improvements are needed to transform this portion of W. Harrison St. into a pedestrian-friendly 
landscape. Ideas generated to date include: installation of artistic, textured crosswalks; new planting strips; 
planted curb bulbs; pedestrian lighting; seating areas; banners; and artistic elements such as sculptural 
pieces, murals and pavement stamps. Achieving all of the above is outside the scope of this funding 
proposal. However, as a first phase, the Queen Anne Community Council is seeking dollars from the 
2013 Neighborhood Street Fund to create artistic, textured crosswalks with planted curb bulbs at 3-4 
intersections along West Harrison Street. The three highest priority crossings to address are at 1st Ave. N., 
Queen Anne Ave. N. and 1st Ave. W. If funding permits, improvements may also be made at 2nd Ave. W. 
These improvements would vastly improve pedestrian safety and beautify the street with new plantings or 
rain-gardens that could also help naturally treat storm water runoff.



Applicant Problem
The street is absolutely awful, many bumps.

Applicant Solution
RE-PAVE IT!

PROJECT TYPE:
Street Paving

APPROXIMATE LENGTH:
920 lf

COST ESTIMATE:
$420,000

2013-36 • Valley Street Paving   
Valley Street between Queen Anne Avenue N and 2nd Avenue N 

Valley Street pavement and median looking east. Looking east along Valley Street.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Valley Street between Queen Anne Avenue N and 2nd Avenue 
N is a local two-way street with a large sloped, planted median. 
On street parking is provided along both directions of travel. 
The median also houses a SPU pump station and a King County 
Metro Power facility. A variety of underground utilities were 
observed in the field including water, gas, and sewer. Utility 
poles with overhead power are located along the south side of 
Valley Street and some additional utility poles with luminaires 
are located in the roadway median. The existing pavement 
consists of an asphalt overlay above an unknown base and is 
severely cracked. Several areas of the median walls have been 
damaged by vegetation growth. Drainage infrastructure exists 
along this corridor; however, there are some deficiencies that 
are causing stormwater ponding and causing damage to the 
pavement.

The proposed project would remove the existing asphalt 
pavement and overlay with new asphalt. Several areas of 
median wall will be replaced, which will require root pruning of 
the existing trees. Sidewalk ramps touching the asphalt overlay 
would need to be reconstructed to meet ADA guidelines. 
Due to the limited scope of this project, the City’s stormwater 
requirements are not anticipated to be triggered. There may 
be an opportunity to provide some landscape restoration in 
the median to prevent future damage to the median walls and 
adjacent pavement.

CONSTRUCTABILITY:
• Some brick was observed under damaged asphalt. The extent 

and condition of brick base is unknown. Some repairs to the base 
may be required prior to an asphalt overlay. 

COMMUNITY ISSUES:
• Access and on street parking will be temporarily impacted during 

construction.

BENEFITS
• Improved vehicular mobility with new asphalt installation.

• Improved pedestrian access with the installation of new  
ADA-compliant curb ramps.

2013-36 • Valley Street Paving   
Valley Street between Queen Anne Avenue N and 2nd Avenue N 
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