CONSTRUCTION

August 19, 2009

The Honorable Raymond H. LaHood
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Mercer Corridor Project TIGER grant application

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I am writing as a concerned business owner regarding the above referenced grant application.
Specifically, our company is a major employer in the South Lake Union area and the vitality of the
corridor is essential to the thriving live-work-play environment that is driving the redevelopment of this
previously neglected portion of Seattle. Maintaining the region’s status as the home to some of the
nation’s most important research, philanthropic, educational and corporate citizen’s as well as a vibrant
place to live is essential for Seattle to remain competitive in the world economy.

A few things that should be emphasized:

Connectedness

The Mercer Corridor is a critical transportation corridor that carries more than 80,000 people a
day. It's known as the Mercer Mess because it is a major traffic bottleneck in the Seattle area,
impeding access to I-5 and 520, the growing lower Queen Anne and South Lake Union areas, the
Seattle waterfront and freight terminals, and the Seattle Center. The Mercer Corridor project is
critical to keeping people, goods and services moving in Seattle and throughout the region.
With Federal Recovery Act funding, we have the opportunity to create a livable, walkable
community and to improve mobility and access in rapidly developing areas of Seattle's Center
City.

Our Region’s Economic Engine

The Mercer Corridor Project supports growth in 4 key sectors of Washington's economy:
Information Technology, Biotechnology, Travel and Tourism, and International Trade. Major
employers served by the project include Seattle Center, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research
Center, University of Washington School of Medicine, Amgen and numerous other traditional
and high-tech media companies. New headquarters complexes for the Bill & Melinda Gates
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* Foundation and Amazon.com are currently under construction and are contributing to the cost
of the project.

e |fthe Mercer Corridor Project isn’t completed, thousands of jobs may be at risk. Employers will
be unlikely to expand their operations without the infrastructure improvements needed to
support growth. Delays to freight and commuter mobility will reduce productivity and add to
overhead costs.

Immediate Job Creation

® The Mercer Corridor Project supports the growth of Seattle's Center City, the economic engine
of the Pacific Northwest. The project itself creates approximately 600 direct construction jobs
that will start up with the award of the grant.

Leveraging the Private Sector

e The project leverages over $31 million in private contributions from adjacent property owners
and creates synergy with public and private investments in the area including Lake Union Park,
Amazon headquarters, University of Washington Medical Center, Fred Hutchinson Cancer
Research Center, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and Group Health Cooperative.

Public Health & Vitality - Pedestrian and Bicycle Components

® The project builds or improves more than 30 blocks of sidewalks and installs new bicycle lanes
that connect to the urban trail system. It completes key segments of the Lake to Bay Trail and
the Cheshiahud Trail around Lake Union.

Sustainability

¢ The Mercer Corridor project reduces greenhouse gas emissions, includes Intelligent
Transportation Systems elements, integrates innovative natural drainage features, and supports
bicycle, pedestrian, and transit use.

Safety

e The Mercer Corridor is a high-accident area. The project will improve safety at seven high
accident locations, reducing collisions in the corridor. Overall vehicle and pedestrian safety in
the corridor will improve with the proposed direct route to and from I-5 via Mercer Street.
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Please ensure this vital grant is put in place to ensure support of this vital improvement to our region.

Mark Kane

Vice President

cc:
Senator Patty Murray Senator Maria Cantwell
Representative Jim McDermott Governor Christine Gregoire
Mayor Greg Nickels Council President Richard Conlin
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