
It’s called the Mercer Mess for good reason.  
It divides neighborhoods, clogs city streets, 
and stalls traffi c on Interstate 5 (I-5) and 
Aurora Avenue.  Every day the Mercer Mess 
makes it diffi cult for more than 80,000 people - 
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, truckers and 
motorists - to connect to the places where they 
live, work and socialize.  

The Mercer Corridor stretches from I-5 to Elliott 
Avenue West.  Improving this vital east/west 
corridor is critical to keeping people, goods and 
services moving in Seattle and throughout our 
region. 
 
For more than 40 years, the Mercer Corridor has 
been one of the city’s most signifi cant
transportation challenges.  Past efforts to fi x 
the Mercer Mess have been unsuccessful, and 
the problem has only gotten worse.  Seattle is 
continuing to grow and, unless we fi x the Mercer 
Mess now, we can all expect bigger hassles with 
fewer options for relief.

Strong support for Mercer - the road to global health
Development of the Mercer Corridor Program included extensive public involvement and
City Council oversight.  

A broad coalition of more than 30 neighborhood groups, business organizations, freight
users, arts groups, transportation interests and other institutions that use the Mercer Corridor every day 
have been actively involved.  These groups expressed support for improving the full corridor between 
I-5 and Elliott Avenue West, establishing a two-way Mercer Street, and reconnecting the east/west 
street grid across Aurora Avenue. 

Additionally, since 2004, the Seattle Department of Transportation has presented this
project to the City Council at more than 12 separate public meetings. In the summer of 2008, the City 
Council identifi ed the Mercer Corridor as a priority and adopted a funding plan.

Funding and Schedule
The Mercer Corridor Project is being implemented in two phases currently identifi ed as Mercer East 
and Mercer West.  Both phases are funded from a variety of sources including federal grants, Bridging 
the Gap commercial parking tax funds, private contributions, utility funding, and surplus property sales.  
Mercer East is fully funded.  Potential additional funding sources for Mercer West will be determined 
through the city’s budget process and may include an increase to the commercial parking tax, a vehicle 
license fee, or other source.     

The anticipated project cost and schedule for each include:

Mercer East (I-5 to Dexter Avenue N)
•  Total project cost:  $161M
•  Anticipated project schedule:  

•  Construction start date – Aug. 9th, 2010
•  2-way Mercer Street open to traffi c – Summer 2012
•  Valley Street open to traffi c – Spring/Summer 2013

Mercer West (Dexter Avenue N to Elliott Avenue W)
•  Total project cost:  $100M
•  Anticipated project schedule:

•  Construction start date – Summer 2012
•  Construction completion – early 2015

The widened Mercer Underpass is included in the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(SDEIS) for the Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project. The SDEIS will be published in October 
2010.  SDOT will complete a separate environmental analysis for the two-way conversion (west of Fifth 
Avenue N) over the next year.   

Thank you, Seattle!
The Bridging the Gap (BTG) transportation levy has enabled the city to make critical transportation 
improvements in every neighborhood.  Part of the BTG promise included investing in priority projects, 
like the Mercer Corridor Project, Spokane Street Viaduct, Alaskan Way Viaduct and King Street Station 
that provide critical connections to our city and region.  The BTG levy and your support help keep 
Seattle moving.

To learn more about the Mercer Corridor Project and how your transportation dollars are
working for you please visit www.seattle.gov/transportation/mercercorridor.htm.

Improving mobility for all modes of transportation
Create an effi cient and direct east/west transportation corridor between I-5,
Aurora Avenue and Elliott Avenue West 
Keep traffi c moving and improve circulation 
Improve pedestrian and bicyclist safety and access  
Strengthen connections among neighborhoods
Improve access to and from the Seattle Center 
Accommodate and encourage future transit investments 
Help shape growth and encourage the creation of new jobs
Provide new connections in coordination with the
Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project 

MERCERco r r i d o rPROJECT

 
Now is the time to act.  The need is clear.  
The longer we wait, the more it will cost us in 
time, convenience and dollars.  

The city of Seattle is working to fi x the Mercer 
Mess ahead of the proposed SR99 bored
tunnel with the fi rst phase targeted for 
completion by 2012.  With community 
collaboration, the Mercer Corridor team has 
identifi ed a number of improvements that will 
enhance mobility for all users throughout the 
Mercer Corridor.  

A long-awaited solution to the Mercer Mess

Photo courtesy of Johnathon D. Colman

Improvement projects like 
Mercer and Spokane Street 
are critical to keeping vehicles 
moving before, during and 
after Alaskan Way Viaduct 
replacement. 

www.seattle.gov/transportation/mercercorridor.htm

MERCER STREET 

SPOKANE STREET 
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Two-Way Mercer Street

Other Street Improvements

Through Lanes
( turn lanes not shown)

Reconnects Streets

Seattle Streetcar

Bike Improvements

Closed Street

LEGEND

2

Keep vehicles moving
•  Improve traffi c fl ow by eliminating the extra turns required to get into  
   and through the area 

•  Relieve congestion on I-5 and increase capacity on Mercer Street      
   off-ramps

•  Keep vehicles moving by upgrading over 20 intersections 

•  Reconnect streets to improve circulation

•  Provide direct route to and from Seattle Center

Create safe, attractive
pedestrian and bike connections
•  Build and/or improve more than 30 blocks of sidewalks

•  Add or improve pedestrian crossings at a number of      
   intersections

•  Provide more connections across SR 99

•  Install new bike lanes that connect to the Urban Trail System

•  Install bike lanes on Valley and Roy streets

•  Add a bike path across Aurora Avenue on Mercer 

•  Build segments of the Lake to Bay Trail and
   Chesiahud Trail around Lake Union

Improve freight and
transit connections
•  Provide a direct route to Ballard and Interbay from
   Aurora Avenue and I-5

•  Add new option for freight to get to 15th/Elliott Avenue W

•  Improve key intersections to accommodate large trucks
 
•  Establish Mercer as a new transit corridor that can     
   accommodate local and regional buses

•  Evaluate improvements to West Mercer Place near
   Elliott Avenue W

Reconnect Neighborhoods
Improvements to the Mercer Corridor will greatly enhance
access and east/west connections among neighborhoods. 
Some of the neighborhoods that will benefi t include:

•  Uptown  •  Queen Anne

•  South Lake Union •  Fremont

•  Interbay  •  Magnolia

•  Ballard  •  Capitol Hill

•  Eastlake  •  Belltown

Mercer Corridor improvements benefi t all modes of transportation
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Mercer Improvements 
will encourage more transit.
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I-5 Offramp 
Add 10 - 25 
percent  more 
capacity.
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Seattle Center 
Gateway to the state’s 
primary entertainment 
and cultural center,  
with over 12 million 
visitors each year and 
over 5,000 shows and 
events annually. W
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Mercer East Street Changes 
Widen and convert Mercer Street 
to two-way operations with center  
turn lane.   

Eliminate the “Mercer Weave”.  
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are vibrant
neighborhoods with 
over 100 businesses 
adjacent to the
Seattle Center. 
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Reconnect the street grid and expand
capacity by adding up to three more

crossings of Aurora Avenue (John, Thomas and 
Harrison streets).

Convert Mercer Street and Roy 
Street to two-way street.
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Widen the
Mercer
Underpass to
include six 
lanes, sidewalks 
and a bike path.
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Narrow Valley Street.
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South Lake Union 
is emerging as a new 
economic center. Mercer 
improvements are 
critical investments in 
livability for a community 
that will support 20,000 
new jobs and 9,000 new 
households.   

New Sixth Avenue connection.
(2 options shown) Close Broad Street
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Provide direct
connection to Interbay 
and Ballard from
SR-99 and I-5.


