



Seattle Freight Mobility Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes 

June 17, 2008

Location: Manufacturing Industrial Council (MIC) Offices, 5509 1st Ave South, Suite B, Seattle 

Attendees: (A sign sheet is on file):

Agenda Topics/Discussion Summary/Actions:

1.  Committee Approval of FMAC Meeting Summaries for March 18, April 1, and April 15, 2008: The committee approved the summaries and directed them to be posted on the Committee webpage.
2. Spokane Street Viaduct Project: – SDOT’s project manager, Stuart Goldsmith, gave a presentation on the project that focused on the project’s scope (with an emphasis of issues of interest to the freight community) and the upcoming construction schedule.  Note: a revised version of the powerpoint presentation (including construction traffic information slides) given at the meeting is available at: http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/spokanestreet.htm.  There was a detailed discussion of the phases of construction to inform FMAC meeting attendees and to give SDOT staff feedback on additional information that could be used in upcoming construction traffic information.  It was emphasized that different phases of construction of different impacts.  Comments and suggestions from attendees included: consider implications to SIG yard access, consider allowing a left turn from the lower roadway on to 1st Ave (not currently allowed) for some phases of construction, Hanford may need a temporary signal, and be sure to coordinate with the Port’s construction schedule for East Marginal Way “T” project. 

There was also a discussion about communication and the following suggestions were made: use SoDo listserver managed by SDOT, consider low frequency radio to distribute information to truckers, be sure to coordinate with rail and SIG yard operators, and coordinate with stadiums for events.   SDOT representatives stated that additional traffic cameras will be on-line in the area during later phases of construction – it was noted these could be a tool for truck dispatchers.  Concern was expressed about impact to West Seattle businesses along W. Marginal Way including impacts to access for trucks.    

Grace Crunican, SDOT Director asked if the committee wanted future updates.  Goldsmith said the schedule will be update when the contract was awarded.  The co-chair requested project updates in no less than six months and that advance notice been given for any construction changes.  

3. Industrial Lands Program:  SDOT Freight Projects: - Cristina Van Valkenburgh from SDOT redistributed (also distributed at May meeting) a draft list of 10 freight projects in response to Council Resolution 31206.  She encouraged submission of comment letters from FMAC.  The Council resolution requires SDOT to provide a response to City Council by July 31st and SDOT would like stakeholder input before the list is finalized.  Cristina also announced an upcoming open house at OED (on June 17th).Marilyn Young Skogland said that next week the MIC board would review a draft letter to SDOT.  There were some general comments about the list and projects from attendees but no action by the committee. 
4. Seattle Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS).  SDOT Project Manager Frank Yanagimachi gave a presentation of upcoming contracts that build the next major phase of SDOT’s ITS program in the Center City, Duwamish, SODO, Ballard/Interbay and West Seattle corridors.  The work include includes creating a satellite Traffic Management Center, placing and connecting more than 40 new closed circuit TV cameras, and installing and connecting more than ten new Dynamic Message signs.  Hand-out’s of the powerpoint presentation, a program summary and map were distributed.   The committee recommended that WSDOT’s Dynamic Message signs be added to the map distributed at the meeting.
Next Committee Meeting: July 16th at Brown Bear Carwash in Ballard  
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