Freight Mobility Advisory Committee

Draft Meeting Notes

March 17, 2009

Location:
Brown Bear Car Wash Headquarters



3977 Leary Way NW

In attendance:
Pat Binyon (Columbia Distributing and FMAC Co-chair), 




Peter Whitehead (Nelson Trucking and FMAC Co-chair), 




Christine Wolf (Port of Seattle, FMAC), Warren Aarkervik (Ballard 



Oil, FMAC), Ed Shilley (Nucor, FMAC), Suzie Burke (NSIA),From 



SDOT: Lawrence Eichhorn, Tony Mazzella, Bill Bryant, Eric Widstrand, Kit 

Loo, LeAnne Nelson
Agenda Topics/Discussion/Decisions

1. E Duwamish Waterway Bridge Rehabilitation (bridge crosses Waterway on SW Spokane St.)
SDOT Project Manager, Kit Loo, provided an overview of the project and described its scope and phasing. Construction begins in March 2009 and will be complete in February 2010. Partial lane closures begin early April 2009. SDOT will spend extra money on the project in order to accelerate the construction phase to minimize traffic disruptions. The bridge will remain open to traffic throughout the construction period with two westbound lanes and one eastbound lane remaining open during peak periods. Single lane closures will occur during nighttime and weekends. Variable Message Signs will alert drivers when lane closures will be in effect.
There was considerable discussion about the impacts of the Port’s security checkpoint on truck traffic entering Terminal 18 .The Coast Guard requires that the security check take place prior to trucks entering the facility. In other words, the waiting area must be secure. This could cause back-ups onto the bridge itself. The Port has considered various actions to help mitigate this condition including allowing trucks to enter at the north end if the back-ups become too severe.
For more information, please contact:

Kit Loo, (206) 684-3669/kit.loo@seattle.gov
Maribel Cruz, (206) 684-1963/Maribel.cruz@seattle.gov
or visit the project on the web at: http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/bridge_rehab_duwamish.htm
2. Transit Priority Corridor Improvements
Bill Bryant presented an overview of SDOT and Metro’s efforts to improve transit speed and reliability along key corridors including the Ballard-Uptown-Downtown alignment. This alignment was the subject of most of the discussion with key issues including:
· Design of passenger waiting areas to accommodate large number of riders

· The advantages and limitations of “near-side” versus “far-side’ bus-stops

· Service vehicle parking/loading zones and access

· Importance of parking enforcement for time-limit zones

· Negative impacts on in-lane bus-stops on following traffic

· Need for extended right-turn lanes at intersections
Bryant also described some project elements added to better accommodate freight:
· Shifting of planned bike lane to S King from S Jackson in the International District
· Widening of inside lanes on 15th Ave. NW from current 9’ to 11’

· Moving and closing bus stops 

· Current discussion with Metro on overcrowded conditions at southbound “island” stop at Ballard High School

A traffic analysis on the impacts of in-lane stops on the Ballard corridor is currently being conducted. 
For more information, please contact Bill Bryant at (206) 684-5470/Bill.bryant.seattle.gov or visit the project web site at http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/btg_transit.htm
3. Nickerson St. Corridor Rechannelization

City Traffic Engineer, Eric Widstrand, briefed the audience on the purpose and key features of the project:

· Improve pedestrian safety by reducing the number of traffic lanes to be crossed

· Signalization is not an option given that the crossings do not currently meet signal warrants
· Current Daily Traffic Volume is approximately 19,000 vehicles per day which is acceptable for the proposed lane reduction

· Prior traffic study (by Heffron Transportation) indicated “acceptable” Levels of Service after rechannelization

· SDOT continues to accept public comments

· SDOT Director, Grace Crunican, has stated that SDOT will continue to monitor traffic operations after the project has been implemented to ensure the street is operating as intended.

Comments from the audience were generally critical. Warren noted that while he had provided input to SDOT, he did not support the proposed changes. Other general comments included:

· SDOT continues to compromise the freight operations on Major Truck Streets with interventions such as “rechannelization” (i.e. eliminating travel lanes), curb extensions and bike lanes.
· If the intent is to improve pedestrian safety, SDOT should install traffic signals rather than rechannelize the roadway.

