Food Vending in Public Places
C.B. 117225

· Allows food trucks and carts to vend in the public right-of-way in commercial, downtown, industrial, and mid-rise and high-rise residential zones. 

· Trucks: street-side curb spaces & plazas
SDOT will issue permits for four hour blocks of time

· Carts: sidewalks and plazas
SDOT will issue permits for day (6am- 8pm) and/or night (8pm- 6am) 

· Generally, SDOT will rely on food vendors to propose locations for food trucks or carts and the food vendor will be responsible for meeting public notice requirements.

SDOT may pre-designate a food vending zone in curb spaces or plazas if the location appears viable (restroom likely available, high traffic area). SDOT will be responsible for public notice requirements prior to designating a zone. If multiple vendors are interested in the location, SDOT may hold a lottery.

· Creates various setbacks for carts & trucks located in public places.
· 50 feet from food service businesses[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Restaurants, snack bars, cafeterias, taverns, bars; Stores selling groceries, produce, meat/fish/poultry, baked or delicatessen goods; Food services in schools and private higher education learning facilities; Institutions licensed by the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health, such as hospitals, prisons, state-licensed higher education facilities, and child-care facilities.

] 

· 15’ from business entrances and exits
· 1,000 feet from public or private schools, except for commercial, downtown, industrial, mid-rise and high-rise residential zones
· 6’ pedestrian zone in downtown urban center
· 5’ pedestrian zone outside of downtown urban center
· 3’ from curb

· Modifies Street Use Permit Fee schedule

· Creates graduated fine process for violations and describes when SDOT might revoke a permit and/or impound a cart or truck. Provides options for SDOT to pursue abatement through civil procedures.  

· Outlines SDOT regulatory & permitting authority & responsibilities.
· Issue and renew one-year permits
· Collect fees per revised Street Use schedule
· Ensure proper public notice process conducted
· Require additional permit conditions
· Hold lottery for pre-designated spots or where multiple vendors interested.
· Enforcement


· Outlines vendor responsibilities
· Supply adequate receptacles for trash 
· Keep all materials and supplies contained on cart, vehicle, or display
· Ensure customers don’t encroach in the roadway
· Vending can only occur from side of vehicle parked abutting & parallel to the curb.
· Do not impair pedestrian passage
· Comply with ADA requirements
· No use of amplification or noise-making devices
· Must comply with noise-code
· Comply with all health and fire regulations
· Maintain all required permits & business licenses & display street use permit & SDOT contact information

· Other
· Deletes City’s food code chapter (outdated & unnecessary).

· Modifies sidewalk café, stadium zone, and mobile vending (e.g. ice-cream truck) regulations for consistency.

· Requires SDOT to develop design guidelines within six months

· Modifies Street Use Permit fee schedule.











 





Key Definitions
· Public Place: streets, avenues, ways, blvds., drives, places, alleys, sidewalks, planting strips, squares, triangles, plazas and right-of-way for public use & the space above or beneath the surface.

· Food vehicle: licensed and operable motor vehicle used to serve, vend, or provide food for human consumption from a fixed location.

· Vending cart: a movable cart that is used to serve, vend, or provide food, nonalcoholic beverages, or flowers.

· Food vehicle zone: portion of public place designated by a sign or other traffic control device reserved for food vehicles permitted to vend in curb space.

· Pedestrian zone: area or space of the public place or roadway reserved for exclusive use of pedestrians.

· Pedestrian visual corridor: continuous and straight corridor w/in designated pedestrian zone that provides pedestrian w/a clear visual indication of the location of the path of travel along a block face.

· Mobile food vending: selling food exempt from acquiring a food establishment permit (e.g. ice-cream trucks).

· Curb space: that portion of the roadway area next to the curb.

· Block face: the area bounded by:  the continuous front lot lines abutting a public place within a block; each corner lot side street lot line as extended to the centerline of the public place abutting the front lot lines; and the centerline of the abutting public place.

· Corner curb radius area: the area that includes the intersection of two sidewalks bounded by the adjoining corner or curb bulb and curb ramps (Exhibit B for 15.02.042: Corner Curb Radius Area). If the start of the point of curvature for the curb bulb or curb radius occurs beyond the sidewalk intersections, the area shall be extended to the point of curvature for the curb bulb or curb radius.

· Food Service Business: The following business or other entities that serve, vend, or provide food for human consumption, including but not limited to:
a. Food establishments permitted by the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health.
b. Restaurants, snack bars, cafeterias, taverns, bars.
c. Stores selling groceries, produce, meat/fish/poultry, baked or delicatessen goods.
d. Food services in schools and private higher education learning facilities.
e. Institutions licensed by the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health, such as hospitals, prisons, state-licensed higher education facilities, and child-care facilities.
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