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Bridging the Gap
Levy Oversight Committee
Meeting 11
July 21, 2009
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Seattle City Hall
Boards and Commission Room
600 4th Avenue
Seattle, WA  98104

Public Comments:
				No one signed up

Committee Members Present:
Ref Lindmark, Ann Martin, Tom Williams, Jeff Frkonja, Katherine Mackinnon(CM Drago), Jeremy Valenta, Peter Whitehead, Betty Spieth, Dwight Dively

Committee Members Absent:
Barbara Culp, Rick Sepolen, Darryl Smith, Christina O’Claire, Michael McGinn, Chuck Ayers

SDOT Staff Present:
Anne Fiske Zuniga, Krista Bunch

I. Welcome and Introduction (Martin)
· The meeting came to order at 6:35 p.m.

II. Approval of Agenda (Martin)
· The agenda was approved as amended

III. Approval of draft minutes from July 21, 2009 (Martin)
· The minutes were approved as amended, Peter motioned and Katherine second

IV. Co-Chairs Report (Lindmark/Martin)
· Noted a decline in attendance, Ref to send a reminder email to committee members

V. 2nd  Quarter  Report  (Fiske Zuniga, Bunch)
· SDOT staff reported 2nd quarter accomplishments.  
· Work is on track and moving at a very fast pace
· Second quarter financials are on track
· Discussion at earlier meeting about striping and possibly need to restripe later in the year due to the harsh winter.  Have there been any final decisions on this issue?
· Questions regarding long term goals  
· How are we stacking up against those goals and promises?  
· What is the strategic vision driving the targets?  
· We talk about the “backlog”, but what exactly are we talking about?  See this as a useful target for accomplishments
· Staff agreed to pull together information for October meeting.

VI. BTG Downtown/Citywide Update (Krista Bunch, SDOT)
· Map of the city was distributed to the group.

VII. Pedestrian Master Plan Update (Barbara Gray, SDOT)
· PMP has been well received, spent hours and hours doing outreach to community groups across the city
· Comments will be incorporated and plan is scheduled to be adopted by Council on Sept 8th.
· We need to ensure that we have walkability everywhere
· Concerns about raising expectations with the plan
· BTG takes us part way down the road, but there is still a large funding gap, we clearly have a much larger need than resources

VIII. Budget/Economic Update (Dwight Dively, DOF)
· Situation is still troubling, don’t really have good news
· 2010 budget process will be difficult and challenging
· We are meeting daily to work though the budget cutting process 
· Looking all options, including furloughs
· SDOT is looking at a 10-12% cut

IX. Business Transportation Tax Update/Discussion (Dively, DOF)
· Group feels that this should be taken up during the budget process
· Needs are great 
· Ref feels very strongly about this issue – promises were made to the voters and this was one of the prongs for the entire BTG “package”.  We need to make sure we are honoring our promises.  This is a funding source that is bondable and we have so few options, why would we take one away?
· Other members were concerned about the impacts the tax was having on business.  Is it driving business away?  Agree the amount paid was small, but it’s the perception.  Data is hard to quantify.
· Committee agreed to send a letter expressing their concerns – want the issue to be taken up as part of the budget process, allow for public comment, thoughtful discussion and due diligence.  
· Direct staff to draft letter, Ref and Ann would work with committee members to get agreement
· Final letter is attached 

X. Upcoming Events

XI. Closing Comments

· Group suggested that the October meeting be held in Georgetown

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 20, 2009 
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Your Transportation Levy Dollars at Work
- Mayor Greg Nickels
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