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Bridging the Gap
Levy Oversight Committee
Meeting 18
April 19, 2011
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
South Park Community Center
8319 8th Avenue South
Seattle, WA  98108

			Committee Members Present:
Ref Lindmark, Ann Martin, John Coney, Betty Spieth-Croll, Kristen Lohse, Holly Krejci, Councilmember Rasmussen,  Renee Staton, Allegra Calder, Bob Viggers, Hall Walker (for Beth Goldberg)

Committee Members Absent:  David Hiller, Jeremy Valenta, Beth Goldberg

SDOT Staff Present:
Krista Bunch, Tracy Burrows, Jennifer Wieland

I. Welcome and Introduction (Lindmark)
· The meeting came to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. Approval of Agenda (Martin)
· The agenda was approved

III. Approval of draft minutes from January 18, 2011 (Lindmark)
· The minutes were approved

IV. Public Comment
· No one signed up

V. Co-Chairs Report (Lindmark/Martin)
· 
· New Co-Chairs – Ref Lindmark stepped down as co-chair and Kristen Lohse was selected to take his place as co-chair.  Ann Martin will continue as co-chair

VI. BTG Transit Programs (Krista Bunch and Jennifer Wieland, SDOT)
· Program overview, progress, and future
· Transit program has two elements – Service hours and Corridor improvements
· 44,000 new service hours have been purchased with BTG dollars
· Hours will remain in place until 2015
· Corridor Improvements – Four main corridors being improved – NW 45th, Rainier/Jackson, Ballard to downtown and West Seattle to downtown
· Improvements include new signals, bus bulbs, new shelters, wider sidewalks, new lighting
· Corridor program has been hugely successful in leveraging their dollars
· Question directed to Councilmember Rasmussen about the Regional Transit Task Force – how does Seattle feel about the group?  

· Transit Master Plan Update
· Two deliverables in Phase I – briefing book and evaluation framework
· Corridor evaluation – looking at 5 top corridors and 15 additional corridors, downtown routes are not included in this number
·  Corridors are being evaluated – cost and mode recommendations will be made in early summer as part of Phase 2
· Questions?
· Did you include frequency of service as part of your evaluation?  This was taken out, focus was on land use factors
· Center City routes are not included in the count of the 5/15 corridors being evaluated – center city routes would overwhelm everything 
· As we review Center City routes are we looking at Sound Transit and other providers that serve suburban cities and finding a place for them in the plan?
· Cross town service – big issue, how do circulators fit into the plan?  Or do they?
· How do we address the lack of east/west corridors in the city?  Fewer east/west arterials
·  Transit connections are needed in many neighborhoods, but there is a clear gap in the Georgetown/South Park/White Center communities
· Transit needs to help people get to the services they need
· Final draft will be available July 19th

VII. SDOT Budget Update (Tracy Burrows, SDOT)
· SDOT budget continues to decline
· BTG revenues are holding strong, but other revenue streams are not rebounding like expected
· All city departments are facing mid-year budget cuts, SDOT included
· BTG deliverables will be decreased, too early to know exactly which ones and how much
· Further updates to follow as details become available

VIII. CTAC 3Update (Burrows, Lindmark)
· CTAC 3 was put together to advise the Transportation Benefit District (TBD)
· They were charged to make a recommendation on how the $20 Vehicle License Fee will be spent and to make a determination of whether the city should go to the ballot for additional revenue for transportation challenges
· Challenges the group faces – how to balance a possible ballot item with BTG
· How do we ask folks for more money with BTG on the books?  One major point is we now have a much better understanding of the backlog thanks to the Asset Management Program established by BTG. 
· People are skeptical that funding BTG gives the city the opportunity to move money out of transportation and into other things
· CTAC is meeting with various groups and soliciting input 
· What would be the difference between CTAC/TBD projects and BTG projects
· CTAC Funding – it fills a local need, must have a plan and be accounted for separately
· How will the funding be tracked? Will there be an oversight role?  BTG Committee?
· Concerns over confusion if we go to the ballot early, how will we distinguish between BTG and this new funding
· An early renewal of BTG is possible
· Councilmember Rasmussen asked the committee “what are your thoughts about going the ballot with a request for transportation funding in November?” 
· Families and Ed Levy on ballot, TMP won’t be completed in time, high voter turnout in 2012

IX. 1st Quarter Report (Krista Bunch, SDOT)
· Two accomplishments complete
· Things will move more quickly if and when the weather improves  - a lot of BTG work needs to be completed when it is warm and dry
· We are facing mid-year cuts, will keep committee updated as information become available

X. Upcoming Events


XI. Closing Comments


Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 19, 2011
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