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Bridging the Gap
Levy Oversight Committee

Meeting 15
July 20, 2010
6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Senior Center of West Seattle
4217 SW Oregon St.
Seattle, WA  98116



Committee Members Present:

Ref Lindmark, Ann Martin, Jeremy Valenta, Councilmember Rasmussen, Allegra Calder, John Coney, Bill LaBorde, Beth Goldberg
Committee Members Absent:

 Chuck Ayers, Holly Krejci, Betty Spieth, Kristen Lohse
SDOT Staff Present:

Krista Bunch, Tracy Burrows, Peter Hahn, Therese Casper
I. Welcome and Introduction (Lindmark)
· The meeting came to order at 6:00 p.m.
II. Approval of Agenda (Lindmark)
· The agenda was approved 

III. Approval of draft minutes from April 20, 2010 (Lindmark)
· The minutes were approved as amended
IV. Public Comment

· Deborah Moore Jaquith – spoke for a group of neighbors in support of their NSF project in Crown Hill.  Was not happy with the results and was concerned about the cost estimates.  She planned to stay involved in the future and she would be back.
V. Co-Chairs Report (Lindmark/Martin)
· Transit Master Plan Funding – Committee sent letter to Mayor and Council expressing their support for the TMP and laying out a few concerns.
· Councilmember Rasmussen talked about wanting to make sure the Mayor and Council were in sync as the plan moved forward.  Expected the proviso to be lifted soon.

· Peter Hahn said a consultant had been selected and that SDOT and Council staff were working well together.
VI. Budget Update (Beth Goldberg, Acting Director CBO)
· Budget challenges continue, finished 2010 mid-year cuts, 2011-12 budget to be even more challenging

· Looking at a $56 million shortfall in 2011 due to continued weakness in Revenues

· Most 2010 mid-year cuts are on-going and will help with long-term savings

· Used the Race & Social Justice lens to help guide decisions

· SDOT faced a $7.8 million shortfall in General Fund and Gas Tax funding in 2010 – 14% of General Fund and Gas Tax budget

· SDOT continues to look at how to do more with less, challenging

· Currently, we cannot complete projects in PMP or BMP, support projects such as Linden Avenue or the city’s contribution to the South Park Bridge

· Current choice is to defer maintenance and capital spending or cut basic services

· Looking ahead, revenue forecast out in early Sept.
· Budget meetings continue with the Mayor

· SDOT looking to preserve basic services

· Mayor exploring revenue options – CPT and VLF

· Conversations have taken place with city unions, not very fruitful

· Strive to minimize impacts on basic services

· Budget will be delivered to Council on September 27

· What impacts would the King County Sales tax increase have on the city?  

· The City could see $12m a year from new sales tax

· How much would a $20 VLF raise?

· It would raise approximately $7 million.
VII. 2nd Quarter Report(Krista Bunch, SDOT)
·  Projects and finances are on track
· 5 accomplishments are completed.  All accomplishments are slated to be done by December 1.

· Weather has impacted some work such as striping, but we expect to meet goals by end of year.  

VIII. Neighborhood Street Fund Project Review and Recommendation (Sub-committee)
· Worked hard to make this process a success 
· Learned valuable lessons from 2007, process was confusing and convoluted 

· Levy Oversight Committee step up and took on the review and recommendation process of the NSF Large Projects

· Spent months developing the process, working with the District Councils, project applicants and SDOT

· 37 projects put forward by the 13 district councils, all are worthy projects

· City was split into three parts and committee members were assigned an section to review

· Committee members review each project within their area

· A sub-committee was convened to make recommendations to the full committee

· Looked at individual scores, cost, district council rankings, PMP scores, and geographic distribution 

· Sub-committee recommended 11 projects for funding 

· Committee moved the list of 11 projects forward as their recommendation to the Mayor and Council

· Ref Lindmark moved that the full committee adopt the sub-committee’s recommendation and move them forward to the Mayor and council as part of the budget process, John Coney second, unanimous (Councilmember Rasmussen abstained)

IX. Upcoming Events
· August 13th – Greenwood Summer Streets (6-9pm)

· August 21st – Rainier Valley Heritage Parade and Summer Streets (11am – 3pm)
X. Closing Comments
Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 19, 2010
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